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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT. 



To the Senate and House of Bepresentatives of the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania : 

Gentlemen : — In presenting my report for the past school year, permit 
me to congratulate you and all true patriots upon the continued growth 
and prosperity of our system of public schools. The following statement 
presents a summary of its present condition : 

Number of school districts in the State 2, 029 

Number of schools. 15, 999 

Number of graded schools 4, 998 

Number of school directors 13, 456 

Number of superintendents 85 

Number of teachers 18, 368 

Average salaries of male teachers per month $4171 

Average salaries of female teachers per month .... $34 60 

Average length of school term in months 6.4 

Number of pupils , 834, 313 

Average number of pupils 536, 221 

Percentage of attendance upon the whole number registered . 64 

Average cost of tuition per month for each pupil $1 00 

Cost of tuition for the year $4, 104, 273 53 

Cost of building, purchasing and renting school houses. . . 2, 864, 113 35 

Cost of contingencies 1 , 264, 685 90 

Total cost for tuition, building, Ac, and contingencies 8, 233, 072 78 

Total cost, including expenditures of all kinds 8, 345, 072 78 

Estimated value of school properly 18,689 , 624 00 

If to the $8,345,072 78, expended for common schools, we add the $513,- 
930 62, expended for orphan schools, we have a grand total of $8,859,003 40, 
expended for school purposes, under the direction of the Department dur- 
ing the year. 

The most important of these items, as compared with those of last year, 
are as follows : 
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Increase iu number of districts 6 

Increase in number of schools 299 

Increase in number of graded schools 364 

Increase in number of school districts 130 

Increase in number of superintendents 4 

Increase in nunrber of teachers 347 

Decrease in number of pupils 301 

Decrease in average number of pupils 30, 967 

Increase in cost of tuition $177, 763 65 

Increase in cost of contingencies 97, 560 96 

Decrease in cost of building, purchasing and renting school 

houses 522, 150 16 

Decrease in total costs, including expenditures of all kinds 235, 845 55 



The decrease in the number of pupils enrolled, and iu the average num- 
ber attending school, is owing to the prevalence of the small pox in almost 
all parts of the State during the winter months. In some sections many 
schools were wholly broken up. 

The decrease in the amount expended for building school houses is owing 
to the law, noticed elsewhere, in respect to school directors borrowing 
money, passed in 1871, which has greatly checked school house building. 

The increase in the number of graded schools, and in the salaries of 
teachers, is very cheering. 

The increase in the above named items, as compared with those of the 
year 1865, the date of the last report of my predecessor in office, is as 
follows : 

In number of districts 192 

In number of schools 3, 039 

In number of graded schools 3, 255 

In number of school directors 2, 356 

In number of superintendents 20 

In number of teachers 2,804 

In number of pupils 130, 383 

In the average number of pupils 77, 100 

la the cost of tuition $1, 588, 744 90 

In the cost of contingencies « . 741 , 423 27 

In the cost of building, purchasing and renting school 

houses 2, 399, 025 27 

In the total cost, including expenditures of all kinds 4, 730, 8 34 23 

The wonderful progress made in our school affairs is strikingly shown by 
contrasting, in the matter of expenditures, the six years ending June, 1872, 
with the -six preceding years, as follows : 
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Total cost for taition for six years, from 1867 to 1872^ 

inclusive $21,578,258 61 

Total cost for six years, from 1861 to 1866, inclusive. . . 12,*745, 061 71 

Increase 8,833, 196 90 

Total cost for fuel and contingencies for six years, from 

1867 to 1872, inclusive $6, 178, 525 13 

Total cost for six years, from 1861 to 1866, inclusive. . . 2, 518, 908 30 

Increase 3,65 9 ,616 83 

Total cost for building, purchasing and renting school 

houses, from 1867 to 1872, inclusive $14, 725, 820 14 

Total cost, from 1861 to 1866, inclusive 2, 891, 124 56 

Increase 11,834,695 78 
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Total cost, including expenditures of all kinds, from 186' 

to 1872, inclusive $42, 952, 152 11 

Total cost, from 1861 to 1866, inclusive 19, 590, 149 51 

Increase 23,362,002 60 

Average salary paid to male teachers from 1867 to 1872, 

inclusive $39 28 

From 1861 to 1866, inclusive 27 50 

Increase 11 78 

Average salary paid to female teachers, from 1867 to 1 872, 

inclusive $31 10 

From 1861 to 1866, inclusive 21 25 

Increase 9 85 

Pennsylvania has no school fund. The money she pays for education is 
wholly raised by voluntary taxation. The people in the school districts 
vote the money to support the schools voluntarily out of their own pockets. 
In this view, the figures above given accurately measure the progress made 
in our school affairs within the last six years, and the increased interest in 
public education on the part of the people. 

TABULAR STATEMENTS. 

The following is a summary of the statistical statements found further 
on in the report : 

Statement A, shows the financial condition of the several districts of the 
Commonwealth, excluding Philadelphia. The receipts for the year were 
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$5,438,656 89, and the expenditures $6,620,498 13; thus leaving a debt of 
$1,181,841 24. 

Statement B, shows the condition of the system for the school year 
1S72, exclusive of Philadelphia. 

The State, outside of Philadelphia, had, during the year, 14,415 schools, 
16,784 teachers, an attendance of 699,802 pupils, an average attendance of 
464,127, and an average school term of six months. She paid her male 
teachers an average salary of $4Q 55 per month, and her female teachers, 
$31 96. She expended for school houses $2,535,637 39, for tuition, $3,221,- 
121 78, for contingencies, $863,738 96, and for all school purposes, $6,620,- 
498 13. 

Statement C, shows the school statistics of Philadelphia for tlie year 
ending December 31, 1871. 

Philadelphia at the date of the last report, had 388 school houses, 1,584 
teachers, 134,511 registered pupils, 81,075 pupils belonging to the schools 
at the close of the year, and school property valued at $4,054,784. She had 
expended fo{ school purposes during the year, $1,612,574 65. Her male 
teachers were paid $154 27 per month, and her female, $50 37. 

Statement D, shows the condition of the system for the year 1872, in 
comparison with ics condition for the year 1871, excluding Philadelphia. 

The increase in the number of districts is 6 ; in number of schools, 254 ; 
in length of term, 1 day ; in number of teachers, 302 ; in average salaries 
of male teachers, 52 cents ; in average salaries of female teachers, 84 cents ; 
in cost of tuilion, $37,702 92 ; in cost of contingencies, $64,463 48. There 
is a decrease in number of pupils at school of 238 ; an average attendance 
of 31,505 ; in percentage of attendance of .07 ; in cost of building, <&;c., of 
$470,557 02; in total cost of the system of $368,390 62. The State appro- 
priation was $150,000 more than the year before. 

Statement E, sh ws i he condition of the schools of Philadelphia for the 
year ending December 31, 1871, in comparison with the ye&v ending De- 
cember 31, 1870. 

This statement shows an increase in the number of teachers of 40 ; in 
the amount aid teachers for salaries of $140,040 1:i ; in the amount paid 
for books, stationery, fuel and contingencies, &c., of $33,097 48 ; and in 
the total amount e2:pended for all school purposes of $121,545 07. There 
is a decrease in the number of pupils registered of 63 ; in the number of 
pupils admitted during the year of 1,213 ; and in the number belonging to 
the schools at the close of the year of 779. 

The schools of Philadelphia still suffer in efficiency for want of the di- 
recting hand of a city superintendent. Her best school men have been for 
years in favor of the establishment of this office, but the impediments that 
lie in the way have so far rendered all their efforts in this direction futile. 
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Statement F, shows the coadition of the system for 1873, in comparison 
witli its condition for 1871, includiDg Phitadelphis. 

In addition to the items f;athered fVom this statement, already given In 
the introdnction to this report, I have had prepared the following table, 
which exhibits the growth of the system for the hst eight years : 

TABLE — SHOWIHQ TQK KDL'CATIONAL GROWTU IN THX FAST EIOHT Y£AB8. 
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Statement O, shows the expenditures of the Department for the general 
system. 

The State appropriation was 8G50,000. Of this amount, $115,507 94 
was paid to Philadelphia, $52,888 56 to cities and boroughs having super- 
intendents under the law of 1867 ; $69,500 to County SuperiQlendeots on 
account of salaries ; $15,000 to State Normal suhools-, $2,501) to Lincoln 
University, and $331,.'jl3 50 to the several districts of the Commonwealth. 
This last amount was distributed at the rate of 63 cents per taxable. 

The Cornplanter Indians were paid $300, ander the provisions of a 
special act. 

Statement H, shows the expenditures of the Department fur its own sup- 
port. 

These expenditures amount to $15,317 51, or, including the Superinten- 
dent's salary, to $17,817 51. 

Statement I, shows the estimates of appropriatiuus needed for the year 
1874. 

But little change is aslced to be made in the appropriation for the coming 
year, except in the general appropriation which it is considered desirable 
to increase at least $50,000. Let it be remembered that this appropriation 
puts money into the people's pockets and does not take it out. 

The $1,800 allowed by the last Legislature for the salary of a second de- 
puty, has enabled me to have done a vast amount of outdoor work, tha'. 
must otherwise have been led undone. 
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Statement J, shows the amount of appropriations made to the several 
State Normal schools. 

The matter contained in this statement is referred to elsewhere. The 
table itself will be found of interest. 

Statement K, shows what has been done under tlie law of 1868, in refer- 
ence to districts that had previously refused to put schools in operation 
under the system. 

In 1868, there were twenty-four districts in the State, with some five thou- 
sand children, that had refused to open public schools. Some of them had 
private schools in operation, but in most the education of the children was 
greatly neglected. The act of 1868, and the energetic measures that were 
taken under it, has, as may be seen in detail by the statement, about ac- 
complished the much needed work of bringing in the recusant districts. 
When done, Pennsylvania will, for the first time, have in operation a public 
school system throughout all her borders. 

Statement L, shows the number of permanent certificates now granted. 

The whole number is 970, 153 of which were granted the past year. Only 
520 teachers holding this class of certificate now teach in the State. As a 
general thing, sufiOicient care has been taken in granting it only to worthy 
persons. 

Statement M, shows the condition and working of the system as exhib- 
ited by the report of the Superintendents. 

This statement is a very valuable one as it stands, and cost an immense 
amount of labor in its preparation. Its value would have been much in- 
creased, if the Department had not been compelled, in some cases, to fill by 
estimates, certain omissions left by the Superintendents, and in others, to 
leave them unfilled. Effort will be made to do away with this source of 
error next year. It is evident also that some of the Superintendents have 
applied a different measure in reporting certain items than others. 

The following are the special instructions under which certain items of 
the statistics were collected. Their insertion here seems necessary to a 
proper understanding of the matter. 

For the purpose of securing uniformity, in the particulars named, throughout the 
State, Superintendents are hereby instructed to apply in their spirit the following 
defiuitions : 

'* Sufficient Size,*' as applied to school grounds in the country, is intended to 
mean an extent of at least half an acre; and in towns, of an extent large enough to 
allow all the pupils of the school to enjoy exercise in the open air, with the use ol 
proper gymnastic apparatus. 

*< Suitably Improved,'' as applied to school grounds, is intended to mean neatly 
fenced, free from rubbish of any kind, planted with shade trees, and properly pre- 
pared as a place for the plays of children. 

** Unfit for Use," as applied to school houses, is intended to mean houses worn 
out, too small, unhealthy or uncomfortable. 
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** Badlt VentiIiATEd/' as applied to school houses, is intended to mean without 
any proTision for ventilation, or with such a provision for it as apertures in the ceil- 
ing, transoms over doors, or raising or lowering windows, furnish. 

'* SuiTBALE Pbivt " is intended to mean a privy with separate apartments for boys 
and girls, kept clean, and accessible without unnecessary exposure. 

**A FiBST-CLASS School House'' is intended to mean, when applied to an ungraded 
school, one pleasantly located, well constructed, amply large, with a portico in the 
front or at the sides, convenient places for baskets and clothing, a case for books and 
apparatus, ceiling at least twelve feet high, with not less than one hundred square 
feet of black-board surface, well lighted, well heated, well ventilated, and neatly fur- 
nished with seats adapted to the size of pupils ; and, when intended for a graded 
school, the above description should apply substantially to every room, and in addi- 
tion, there should be a room for the principal. 

«* Suitable Fubnitube *' is intended to mean desks and seats of some approved 
pattern, adapted to the size of pupils, a neat desk and chair for the teacher, a few ex- 
tra chairs for visitors, seats for recitations, a case for books and apparatus, and other 
indispensable articles, such as stoves or heaters, buckets, brooms, &c. 

** Injubious Fubnitube '' is intended to mean seats or desks too high or too low, 
or which otherwise compel pupils to violate the laws of health. 

•* Well Supplied with Appabatus " is Intended to mean a school supplied with 
the following articles or their equivalent : Black-board surface to permit every mem- 
ber of the largest class to use it at the same time, a set of outline maps, a globe, a 
clock, a call bell, a class bell, reading and writing charts, a set of square and cube 
root blocks, a numeral frame, a small collection of objects for object lessons, a few ap- 
propriate engravings, a set of school mottoes, a Dictionary and Gazetteer. 

** WiHouT Appabatus Wobth Mentioning " is intended to mean an amount of 
apparatus not extending beyond a small black-board or two, or a single map or chart, 
or their equivalent, in such an estimate. 

*' Schools Well Classified *' is intended to moan schools in which recitations are 
heard in all branches in classes, and in which those classes are properly formed. 

'* The Hiqheb Bbanohes'' mean those higher branches which are not made ne- 
cessary by law to be taught in all districts. 

From this statement it appears that of the grounds connected with our 
14,078 school houses, 6,132 are of sufficient size, and 909 are suitably im- 
proved. Of the houses themselves, 7,584 are frame ; 3,738 are brick or 
stone ; 297 are log ; number built during the year, 503 ; number unfit for 
use, 2,762; badly ventilated, 4,602; without a suitable privy, 4,479; of 
first class, 2,153; with suitable furniture, 5,175; with injurious furniture, 
2,324 ; supplied with furniture during the year, 556 ; well supplied with 
apparatus, 2,367 ; without apparatus worth mentioning, 4,381 ; in which 
apparatus was increased during year, 882. Of our 14,415 schools, 3,414 are 
graded, and of these 263 were graded during the year. There are 757 
graded schools still needed. The number of separate schools for colored 
children is 73. The number of schools well classified is 9,792 ; in which 
textrbooks are uniform, 10,999 ; in which Bible is read, 10,856 ; in which 
drawing is taught, 1,364 ; in which vocal music is taught, 2,215 ; in which 
higher branches are taught, 1,356. The number of public examinations 
held was 1,613; directors present at these examinations, 5,176; provisional 
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certificates granted, 12,655; professional certificates granted, 782; appli- 
cants rejected, 2,371 ; examined privately, 465; certificates renewed, 575 ; 
average grade of certificates, 2 J. Average age of teachers, 23^ years ; num- 
ber who have taught more than five years, 11,670; who have taught less 
than one year, 1,790 ; who have had no experience, 1,777 ; who intend to 
make teaching a permanent business, 11,637; who have attended a State 
Normal school, 1,482 ; who have graduated at a State Normal school, 230 ; 
who have read books on teaching, 10,465; who hold professional certifi- 
cates, 1,168 ; who hold permanent certificates unworthily, 7 ; who failed in 
teaching, 200. The number of visits to schools by Superintendents was 
15,738 ; average time of each visit, 1^ hours ; number of schools not visited, 
1,250; directors accompanying Superintendent, 3,427; patrons met in 
schools, 6,435; schools regularly visited by directors, 3,406; regularly 
visited by patrons, 1,061 ; number of districts in which a District Institute 
was held, 80y; number of districts employing secretary as District Super- 
intendent, 220 ; number of districts employing a teacher as District Super- 
intendent, 56 ; meetings held by County Superintendents, 371 ; districts with 
libraries, 54; estimated number of children not in school, 17,756; number 
of private ungraded schools, 414 ; number of academies or seminaries, 202 ; 
number of pupils attending such schools, 27,924 ; number of teachers em- 
ployed, 1,721. 

Statement N, shows the condition and working of the school system of 
the city of Pittsburg, as exhibited by the City Superintendent. 

Pittsburg has 34 school houses, containing 339 rooms. They will, as a 
whole, compare favorably with those of any city in the State or the nation. 
Of the teachers employed, 35 are males and 195 are females ; 14 have taught 
less than one year, and 148 have taught more than five years; 230 have 
read books on teaching, but only one ever attended a State Normal school ; 
92 hold permanent certificates, and 65 hold professional certificates; 213 
attended District Institute. The Bible is read in all the schools of Pitts- 
burg; vocal music is taught in all the schools; drawing is taught in the 
high school and advanced grammar schools ; the high school is the only one 
well supplied with apparatus. 

Statement 0, shows the statistics of Teachers' Institutes held during the 
year. 

The attendance of actual members at the institutes was 11,62^; the av- 
erage attendance of actual members, 8,327 ; the attendance of honorary 
members, 898 ; the attendance of spectators, counting those present at 
some one session of the institute, 28,655. The institutes were instructed 
by 431 lecturers and 236 essayi&ts, and cost the several counties $12,150 18 
and the members $4,812 03. Money was received from other sources to 
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the amount of $4,932 97. All the money received was expended except 
$1,750 71| which remainB on hand. 

Statement P, shows the statistics of State Normal schools. 

There were six State Normal schools in operation during the past year. 
These have had, since their organization, 15,052 students, of whom 2,453 
attended the past year ; have graduated 575, of whom 59 graduated the 
past year; 441 students have received State aid as graduates, and 1,049 as 
undergraduates. The Normal schools had, during the past year, 74 pro- 
fessors and teachers ; 9,956 volumes in their libraries ; property whose 
value is estimated at $589,196 04 ; an aggregate indebtedness of $148,495 19 ; 
an income of $177,876 56, and expenditures amounting to $168,471 38. 

Statements Q and R, show the statistics of colleges, academies and 
seminaries. 

These tables are more full, and we have reason to think, more accurate 
than usual. We have colleges and academies that are in a very flourish- 
ing condition, and are an honor to the State. 

In this connection, I feel it a duty to deprecate once more the policy 
that has brought and is still bringing into existence, with full collegiate 
powers, so many institutions that have no claims to rank as colleges. The 
colleges that are truly such should be protected from this kind of injustice. 

Statement S, shows the school attendance and illiteracy in the State of 
Pennsylvania, as compiled from the census returns of 1870, by the National 
Commissioner of Education. 

REPORTS. 

Reports will be found in their proper place from the County, City and 
Borough Superintendents, the Principals of the State Normal schools, and 
the President of the State Agricultural college. Those who would inform 
themselves fully concerning our school affairs should read them. 

The President of the Agricultural college, Dr. James Calder, presents a 
subject which calls for special consideration. The substance of his propo- 
sition is contained in the following paragraph of his report: 

We therefore respectfully submit the suggestion, that such recognition of the col- 
lege be made by the Department of Comuion Schools as will bring it into fuller co- 
operation in the State's noble work of popular education, and that some provision be 
made by which at least a few of the meritorious graduates of the schools may be en- 
abled to avail themselves of the advantages here provided by the combined bounty 
of the National and State Grovernments. I am assured that our trustees will cordially 
approve any plan which, while not diverting their trust, will widen the usefulness of 
the institution. To the graduates of the schools under control of the Department, and 
to all the students sent to us by the State, admission will be granted at any time to 
classes which they may be qualified to enter ; and to them our charges, already quite 
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low, will be further reduced. The charge for the full college year of t&tty (40) weeks 
will be $200, which will include boarding, rent, fuel, washing, tuition, incidentals, and 
the use of heavier furniture. At the same time, such students will be equal with their 
class-mates in all privileges, duties and labors. 

This proposition is in accord with the doctrine of a, closer union among 
oar educational institutions, repeatedly and earnestly advocated by this 
Department, and urged upon the attention of the Legislature. And I now 
suggest the appointment of a committee by the Legislature, to act in con- 
junction with the board of trustees of the college, in originating some prac- 
tical plan of effecting a union between the Agricultural college and the 
schools controlled by the State. Such a union now seems to be desired by 
all parties. I need not say that any aid I can furnish will be given most 
cheerfully. 

ORPHAN SCHOOLS. 

The following is an extract from my late report to the Governor as Su- 
perintendent of Soldiers' Orphan schools, and will be of general interest : 

The control of our schools for soldiers' orphans came into my hands, by 
an act of the Legislature, on the first of June, 1871. After taking a sur- 
vey of the field before me, I directed orders to be issued for the admission 
into school of all children above the age of eight years, amounting in all 
to nearly five hundred, whose applications were on file in the Department, 
and some of which had been on file awaiting such orders for several years ; 
and also established the rule, that in future all children legally eligible as 
soldiers' orphans should at once be admitted into school, upon making 
proper application to that effect. This action, while it did away with the 
objection that some children were instructed and cared for by the State, 
and others, not less deserving, were denied the privilege, increased the 
number of orphans in the schools to 4,235 during the year, and left, after 
all the discharges were made, 3,527 in them on the 31st of May last. The 
actual number of children in school, and the average number drawing 
money from the State, were greater during the past year than they were 
during any other year since the system of orphan schools went into opera- 
tion ; and yet it is with the highest degree of satisfaction I am able to in- 
form you, and as you will see in full detail further on in the report, that 
with the money placed at my disposal by the Legislature, I have succeeded 
in paying all bills of my own contracting, in meeting every demand upon 
the Department by payments in cash, in liquidating an outstanding debt 
incurred by my predecessor in office of $38,685 15, and in leaving a bal- 
ance in the State Treasury at the end of the year of $25,431 72. 

■ 

At my suggestion, the Legislature last winter removed the restriction 
that kept from school children under eight years of age ; and all soldiers' 
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orphans, boriT before January I, 1866, who have asked to be admitted 
ioto our schools have been allowed the privilege. Not a single ungranted 
application, made by a child legally eligible, now remains on the files of 
the Department. Of course this policy has increased the number of chil- 
dren in school, and it will consequently tend to swell the expenses of the 
Department ; but the money already appropriated for the current year, al- 
though $40,000 less than it has been for several, preceding years, will be 
abundantlj*^ sufficient to meet all expected demands, and as the admissions 
next year must be considerably less than the discharges, the appropriation 
will admit of a still further reduction. 

Much of the history of the orphan schools is condensed in the following 
statement : 

ORPHAN SCHOOL BUMMART. 

Number of institutions in which there are soldiers' orphans, 3*7 

Number of orphans in schools and homes. May 31, 1872.. . 3, 527 
Number of orders issued from May 31, 1871, to October 1, 

1872 880 

Number of discharges from May 31 , 1 87 1 , to October 1,1872, 847 

Number of orphans in charge of the State, October 1, 1872, 3, 482 
Number of orders of admission issued since system went 

into operation 7, 218 

Number of applications now on file « . . None. 

Probable number of orphans that will be cared for under 

the system 7, 000 

Cost of the system for the past 3'ear $475, 245 47 

Whole cost of the system since going into operation 3, 467, 543 81 

Probable amount of future appropriations that will be 

needed 1,500,000 00 

The general financial condition of the Orphan School Department, at the 
end of the achool year, was as follows : 

State appropriation $520, 000 00 

Unexpended balance for 1871 10, 962 34 

Amount accruing from loans 8, 400 00 

$539, 362 34 

Expended for education, maintenance and cloth- 
ing $467,260 52 

Expenses of Department 7, 984 95 

Deficit of 1870 paid ' 88,685 15 

513,930 62 

Balance in treasury to the credit of Department 25,431 6 2 
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Our system of orphan schools has cost the State a large amount of no- 
ne}', but no one who understands its workings can doubt its economy. Not 
two per centum of the children who leave the schools at the age of sixteen 
turn out badly. What they would have become if the State had not cared 
for them, may be inferred from the startling fact thvii two-thirds of the popu- 
lation of our prisons and houses of refuge is composed of orphans. In- 
deed, the wisdom of the policy that has provided homes and instruction for 
the 7,000 orphans of our soldiers is such that I do not hesitate to urge its 
extension by the Legislature in a somewhat modified- form to embrace all 
orphans. For every dollar the State would judiciously spend in caring for 
her destitute orphan children, she would save at least ten dollars ; and what 
is of vastly more account, she would save the children. Samuel Carpenter, 
and others as early as 1697, asked the Governor and Council of the pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania, '' that a school should be set up and upheld in the 
town of Philadelphia, where poor children might be freely maintained, taught 
and educated in good literature, until they should be fit to be put appren- 
tices, or capable to be masters or ushers in said schools." If there was 
reason for such a request nearlj' two hundred years ago, the demand has l>e- 
come imperative now. 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

AiS elsewhere stated, we have now six State Normal schools in operation. 
Buildings are in course of erection for four others, ai Shippensburg, Cum- 
berland county ; California, Washington county ; Indiana, Indiana county, 
and Lock Haven, Clinton county. State appropriations have been mads 
to all of these, the buildings of several of them are in a good state of for- 
wardness, and those most nearly completed will prcbably apply for State 
recognition at an early da3^ The law of 1857, contemplates the establish- 
ment of twelve schools, and from present appearances, that number will !)« 
supplied within a few years. The State has made appropriations to Nor- 
mal schools for building purposes, and libraries and apparatus, amounting 
to $190,516.79, and in aid of students, amounting to $94,298 49. 

Her Normal schools are becoming to Pennsylvania an interest of great 
magnitude, and any legislation respecting them should be a subject of care- 
ful investigation. 

Numerous efforts have been made to increase the number of Normal 
school districts, for the purpose of establishing schools in special localities. 
No such increase should be made unless demanded by broad considerations 
of public policy. There may come a time, if Normal schools are unduly 
multiplied, when some of them will fail for want of support, and the State 
be compelled to pay dearly for the folly of encouraging their establishment 
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in greater numbers than its educational interests required. A few strong 
schools will accomplish more good than many weak ones. 

Not less important is it that the State should adopt and adhere to some 
broad, general principles in making appropriations to the schools. For 
years the custom prevailed of giving each school, after recognition, and in 
three annual payments, the sum of $15,000 towards the erection of its build- 
ings. In 1869, this policy was departed from, and $15,000 was given to the 
school at California, not yet recognized. The school at Shippensburg fol- 
lowed the example of California, and is not yet in operation as a State 
school. Similar appropriations were also made to the schools at Indiana 
and Lock Haven, but the money still remains in the Slate treasury, the con- 
ditions of its payment not having yet been complied with. Still further de- 
parture from the original policy was made by the Legislature of last winter, 
when an unconditional appropriation of $10,000 was made to each of the 
recognized schools at Bloomsburg and Mansfield, and the unrecognized one 
at California, increasing the amount paid to each of these schools to $25,000, 
while all demands for like assistance were denied the other schools, some 
of which had rendered much greater service to the State than those that re- 
ceived it and needed aid quite as badly. The State has not been too liberal 
towards any school, but it should deal fairly with all. The right thiug to 
be done now is to equalize the appropriation, and then, thereafter, discard 
all special legislation. Favoritism is a fruitful source of ill-feeling, and, if 
persisted in, will in the end cripple the whole system. 

Our Normal school policy differs from that of other States in this : the 
people have more and the State less control in the management of the 
schools. The danger of this policy is thi^ it is apt to make the admistrc- 
tion of the 'schools narrow and more disposed to seek private than public 
ends. The system has suffered from this cause. It is its weakness. To 
make this administration broader, to give it a greater degree of public con- 
fidence, to unite more closely and blend more harmoniously the private and 
the public interests represented in the schools, the Legislature at its last 
session authorized the State Superintendent of Common Schools, with the 
consent of the Normal school associations, to appoint two trustees to rep- 
resent the State in the boards of trustees of the several Normal schools. 
Under this act, the following gentlemen have bceo appointed trustees on 
the part of the State and duly commissioned : For Millersville, Hon. A. L. 
Hayes and Hon. John B. Warfel ; for Edinboro', Hon. George H. Cutler 
and Hon. M. W. Oliver ; for Mansfield, Hon. S. B. Elliot and Rev. D. W 
C. Huntingdon, D. D. ; for Kutztown, Thomas D. Fister, Esq. and Rev. S 
K. Brobst; for Bloomsburg, J. C. Rhodes, Esq. and M. E. Jackson, Esq.; 
for West Chester, Hon. H. Jones Brooke and Henry T. Darlington, Esc 
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ERA OF SOaOOL HOUSE BUILDING. 

The period during which the present Superintendent has been at the head 
of the School Department, raay well be called the era of school house build- 
ing. There was paid for building and repairing school houses in the 
State, including Philadelphia, in 1865, $465,088 88; in 1866, $725,000; in 
1867, $1,262,798 68; in 1868, $1,991,152 55; in 1869, $2,455,848 71; in 
1870, $2,765,644 34 ; in 1871, $3,386,263 51, ahd in 1872, $2,864,113 35. 

This vast increase is truly wonderful, but gradual and healthy. The de- 
mand for new and better school houses was general, and taxes levied to 
erect them seem to have been paid with great cheerfulness. In a few lo- 
calities there may have been extravagance, and houses may have been built 
for show more than ibr use ; but personal observation, in all parts of the 
State, enables me to say, that the directors, in building school houses, have 
been very generally guided by principles of economy. Of course, much 
money has been loaned and many school districts are now heavily in debt ; 
but this is inevitable under the law that limits the amount of tax that can be 
levied for building purposes. Besides, many directors are unable to see why 
the present generation should bear the whole burden of erecting a school 
house that will last for several generations. Nearly all the boards that 
have gone in debt have wisely provided a sinking fund and propose to make 
annual reductions in the amount owed by their districts. The falling off 
in the amount expended for school houses during the last year is owing to 
the passage of the law of 1871, authorizing the several courts of common 
pleas of the Commonwealth to grant school directors power to borrow mo- 
ney to build school houses. This law was enacted for the laudable purpose 
of preventing the passage of special acts concerning the borrowing cf mo- 
ney by school boards. It was not designed to check the progress making 
in school affairs, but it has had that effect. The feature of the law most 
objectionable to directors, is that which requires them "to produce to the 
court the consent, in writing, of a majority in number of the qualified elec- 
tors" of their respective districts. As they are elected by these same citi- 
zens, and directly responsible to them, they deem this part of the law as 
unnecessary as its execution is troublesome. I respectfully recommend a 
modification of the law. 

A SCHOOL TERM OF FIVE MONTHS. 

The minimum term fixed by law for the schools to be kepi open was, up 
t'j 1854, three months ; in that year it was made four months, and the last 
Legislature enacted a law making it five months. All districts must now 
keep open their schools at least five months in the yeac, or lose their State 
appropriation. 
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Thia law will have the effect of securing to more than two hundred thou- 
saud children a much better education than heretofore. The educational 
value of the last months of a school terra is much greater than that of the 
first months. In a five months' term, the last month is worth to the chil- 
dren at least one-third as much as the whole term. 

Besides, better teachers can be procured where the schools are open for 
five months than where they are open only for four, and the people' will 
soon come to feel a greater interest in their schools. Some districts in the 
mountainous parts of the State, where the population is scattered, it is 
known, will be heavily taxed to keep their schools open five months, but let 
them remember they can give their children nothing better than a good 
education, and as Burke says, ^^ taxes raised for purposes of education are 
like vapors which rise only to descend again in fertilizing showers to bless 
and beautify the land." The State, too, is annually increasing its appro- 
priation as a relief to the districts. 

Those who think that the schools will have few pupils a part of the time 
if they keep them open five months, will most probably find themselves mis- 
taken. The universal experience is that with good teachers, schools aver- 
age a larger number of pupils with a five than with a four months' term. It 
is cheering to the Department to learn that a number of the poorest di&tricts 
in the State, catching the spirit that caused the enacting of the law, have 
gone beyond its requirements and provided for a term of six months, where 
they have heretofore had but four. 

BCUOOL A'lTENDANCE AND ILUTERACT. 

Further on in this report, there will be found a table compiled by the 
l^urcau of Education, at Washington, from the returns of the late census, 
showing, among other things, that there are in Pennsylvania, 131,728 per- 
sons, ten years of age and over, who cannot read, and 222,356 who cannot 
write. Of those who cannot write, 95,553 are foreigners. The ages of 
those who cannot read are not given, but of those who cannot write, only 
11,538 are between 10 and 15, and 19,974, between 15 and 21 ; while 190,- 
829 are over 21. Sad as is the fact, that 31,512 youth in our State, be- 
tween the ages of 10 and 21 years cannot write, and, of course, cannot read 
at all or but little, it is still gratifying that the number is so small in com- 
parison with the number of illiterates over 21 years of age. It shows con- 
clusively that.our common schools are producing in fair measure the fruit 
that is expected of them. 

It is to be feared, however, that the number of illiterates, both of youth 
and those of mature age, reported to the census marshals, is much below 
the actual nuu*ber. Few would be reported by themselves or by their friends 
who were not totally ignorant. The number reported, theiefore, should be 
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doubled and more than doubled, to lind the actual number of youug persons 
in the State, who arc growing up, with a little knowledge of reading and 
writing it may be, but in virtual ignorance. This number was set down 
in previous reports at 75,000 — it is not less. And is it not fearful to think 
that this great number of children are growing up to be men and women 
in this land of schools and churches, intellectually and morally, heathens ? 
Wcwneed not send missionaries to far oif India or to the islands of the sea 
to fmd work. It is here, at our own door posts. 

I have, in previous reports, pointed out this great evil and the dangers it 
threatens, and, as wisely as I might, suggested remedies for it. I can do 
no more. The case needs prompt legislative action. 

DEFECTS IN TEACHINO. 

James Anthony Froude, in his inaugural address at St. Andrews, made 
this remark in disparagement of our systems of education : '^ Youn^ Ameri- 
cans are educated alike." The assertion is not true, and yet there is too m iich 
truth in it. There is great sameness in our courses of study. Many of our 
teachers have procrustean beds, not made to fit the pupils, but ^hich the 
pupils are made to fit. Our schools are apt to cast young minds in the same 
mould, to fashion the youthful character after the same pattern. Like mills, 
they too often make but one kind of flour. A thousand children, with all 
imaginable intellectual and moral differences, starting out under the influ- 
e.ices of an organized system of schools in one of our cities, by the time 
tbey pass through the primary, secondary, grammar and high schools, spend- 
ing ten or twelve years under instruction, studying the same branches, 
using the same text-books, subject to the sam^ discipline, taught by the 
same teachers, will unquestionably lose many of their individual peculiari- 
ties and become in many respects, as Froude says, ^' alike." That there is 
danger here, is not to be denied ; but that the system has counterbalancing 
advantages is just as plainly evident. What is wanted is the application 
of the great, fundamental principle, which seems to have been a governing 
idea In the creation of all of nature's works, " unity in variety," "one in 
many." Let our youtk continue to receive their education in the same 
schools, let difference of race, the asperities of party and sect, the distinc- 
tions of wealth and position melt away under the influences of common sys- 
tems of instruction ; but let each individual enjoy his special gifts, receive 
such special culture as he needs and grow to fill the place God meant for 
him. 

The one, great, all prevailing defect in our teaching is routine. The work 
of the school room runs in ruts. Lifted out of one, the teacher soon finds 
another, and runs on as before. There is no kind of business in which 
change, variety, life, are so essential as in teaching school ; and yet we 
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have in thousands of schools to-day, in PenQSjlvania, the same mechanical 
treadmill-tramping round of hearing lessons, that has gone on in them 
from time out of mind. Even our Normal schools sometimes forget, that 
while the principles that constitute the science of teaching are universallj 
true, and universally applicable, the methods of applying them in the 
school room are endless in their variety. Teachers, trained in these schools, 
too often learn little more than the methods taught them, and follow in these 
Normal ruts until their teaching becomes almost as monotonous and fruit- 
less as was that of the less educated class of teachers whose places they 
have taken. 

Can we not have reform in this most important matter ? Can we not 
have in our schools more of that life-giving, soul-inspiring teaching, that 
docs not rest satisfied with a mere mechanical product of knowledge built 
up in the mind, but confidently expects, as its best fruit, nobler thoughts, 
higher purposes, holier aspirations ? 

ELECTION OF COUNTY SUPERINT.^NDBNTS. . 

The seventh triennial election of County Superintendents toak place on 
the first Tuesday of May last. Through the official department of the 
School Journal, directors were very earnestly called upon to lay aside all 
extraneous considerations, and elect the best men for the ofidce that could 
be found. The influence of the press of the State was also invoked in the 
following circular, which met with a most gratifying response : 

HiLRRiSBURO, April 1, 1872. 
To the EdUw of 

8iR :— On the first Tuesday of May next, conventions of school directors will as- 
semble at the county seats of the several counties of this Commonwealth for the pur- 
pose of electing County Superintendents of Common Schools, for the term of three 
years, commencing on the first Monday of June. At the same time there will be held, 
if the respective boards of directors so decide, in all cities and boroughs possessing 
7,000 inhabitants, special elections for the election of City and Borough Superinten- 
dents of Schools for the same length of term as that for which County Superinten- 
dents are to be elected. 

There are now serving in the State 81 County, City and Borough Superintendents, 
to be increased probably at the forthcoming election to 85 or more. The importance 
of the interests intrusted to these officers can scarcely be over-estimated. Pennsyl- 
Tania will have 1,000,000 children to educate in her public schools during the next 
tiiree years, and her annual expenditures for school purposes will most likely average 
full 910,000,000. Whether these children shall be well taught and trained or other- 
wise ; whether this vast sum of money shall be Judiciously or injudiciously expended 
will depend very much upon the men about to be chosen to fill the office of superin- 
tendent, for it will be admitted by all who reflect upon the subject that as the super- 
intendents so the teachers, as the teachers so the schools, and as the schools so in good 
measure the social and political condition of the people. 

In view of these facts, and appreciating the power of an intelligent press as ati 
agency in creating a right public sentiment, I feel it my duty to ask you to impress 
editorially upon your readers, both school directors and citizens, the importance of 
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securfng the very best man that can be found willing to accept the office of Superin- 
tendent of Schools in your county. Ko other office probably has a relation so vital to 
the interests of the people. Persuade the members of the convention, if you can, ti> 
lay aside all extraneous considerations and allow their choice to be determined by 
merit and merit alone. 

Pennsylvania has within the last few years placed herself proudly alongside of the 
foremost educational States. She is taxing herself for educational purposes as heavily 
as any other Stale of the Union. She is pouring out her money for the education of 
her children most generously, and it is the high duty of all who have to do with the 
official management of schools to see that every dollar thus contributed brings back 
the greatest possible return of that for which it is given. Our people are willing to 
pay for the best schools, and we must have them. Let none but men fully qualified 
be placed in the office of superintendent, and the rest is guaranteed. 

Hoping you will be willing to lend your aid in calling attention from time to time, 
through your columns, to the matter herein brought to your notice. 

I am, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 

Supi, Com, Schools^ 

The con veu lions of directors were Qnusaallj fall, and it is belieyed that 
the great body of the directors were sincerely anxious to elect the be&i 
qualified men without regard to personal or partisan considerations. Of 
the sixty-five gentlemen elected, forty had previously served in the office. 
The aggregate increase made in salaries was $5,725 ; and the same inequali- 
ties in salaries^ heretofore complained of, still continue to exist. Son>e 
superintendents are paid several times as mach for the work they are re- 
quired to do as others. It is to be much regretted that the bill regulating 
the salaries of these otiicers, which passed the Senate last winter, did not 
become a law. The present mode of fixing these salaries is very objec- 
tionable. * 

I am also more than ever convinced that the conventions of directors to 
elect County Superintendents should be composed of one or two members 
chosen to represent each board in a county, or each ward, in consolidated 
districts, and that their expenses, in attending the conventions, should bo 
paid out of the district funds. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS BELATINQ TO EDUCATION. 

The convention to revise the State Constitution, about to convene at the 
time of writing this report, will undoubtedly make some changes, as it 
ought, in the present provisions respecting education. These provisions 
now are — 

1. The Legislature shall, as soon as conveniently may be, provide by law for the es- 
tablishment of schools throughout the State, in such a manner that the poor may b« 
taught graiis. 

S» The arts and sciences shall be promoted in one or more seminaries of learning. 
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Upon the first of these provisions has beea based our system of common 
schools. The foundation id rather narrow for such a superstructure, and 
should be made broadei^. As the provision differs little from that made 
concerning the same subject in our State Constitution of an earlier date, it 
is more than likely it was adopted without a full comprehension of what 
was destined to grow out of it^ or be erected upon it. Under the opera- 
tion of a common school system, the poor are taught gratis, and, therefore, 
such a system is not contrary to the Constitution, and the Supreme Court 
has so decided ; but a common school system goes much beyond this, and 
makes education free to alt, rich and poor. For this extension of authority 
it should have better constitutional warrant. 

The provision which makes it imperative that the arts and sciences shall 
be promoted in one or more seminaries of learning, has remained for many 
years a dead letter. New life should be infused into it. Higher education 
needs State aid. The State should grant liberal appropriations to our col- 
leges atad seminaries, and a closer union should be promoted among all our 
educational interests. 

The Constitution, in my opinion, should contain educational matter, 
somewhat as follows : 

1. Forasmuch as '* That which makes a good Constitution must keep it, 
Tiz :-7:men of wisdom and virtue," there shall be kept in operation through- 
out the State an organized system of common schools, free alike to all 
youth between the ages of six and twenty-one years, and as comprehensive 
in its course of instruction as may be found practicable. 

2. The arts and sciences shall be promoted in the several colleges of tlie 
State and other higher institutions of learning and schools of art, by 
strengthening laws and needed appropriations. 

.1. Normal schools, for the training of teachers, shall be encouraged bj*^ 
a|)propriate legislation. 

4. The General Assembly shall provide ways of preventing truant, va- 
grant and neglected children from growing up in ignorance. 

5. A Department of Public Instruction shall be organized comprehen- 
sive enough to embrace all the school interests of the State. At its head 
shall be placed a General Superintendent, with a proper force of assistants. 

6. A State educational fund shall be provided by law, not exceeding in 
aay one year one-fourth of all expenditures required for school purposes 
for that year ; which fund shall be divided, annually, among the several 
school districts in proportion to the number of children, of school age, 
resident therein. 

With such provisions in our constitution, no State in the Union and no 
nation in the world would have a constitutional basis so broad and so sound 
upon which to build an educational system. 
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CENT£NIAL EXPOSITION. 

In 1876, a great National exposition will be held in the city of Phila- 
delphia, in commemoration of the hundredth anniversary of American In- 
dependence. This exposition is intended to be the National exponent of 
ihe highest civilization of the age, and opportunity will doubtless be afforded 
for a full presentation of all the appliances of education. The American 
school house, we are told, excited more interest at the great Paris exposi- 
tion of 1867, than any other one thing. The common people especially, 
great crowds of whom were constantly gathered about it, looked upon it 
fondly, as a symbol of free Institutions. At Philadelphia, all must be brought 
together that is necessary to show fully the condition of education in tb» 
United States. '^ Nothing relating to our systems of education," as says 
the National Commissioner of Education, ^^ should be purposely omitted 
from the Eintergtfrten to the University. Model buildings and apparatus 
showing the best mechanical appliances in the construction and furnishing 
of school houses, and in the apparatus of teaching, from the toys of the 
kintergarten to the fixtures of the laboratory of the chemical professor and 
ttie models and material of the technical schools, should all be so exhibited 
as to enable those interested in educational matters from all parts of tba 
country, and from all parts of the world, to readily examine and compare. 

^^ Text-books, maps and charts should be collected and displayed, whiU 
Teachers' Institutes, Normal schools and kintergarteus should be held, so 
ttiat the best systems may be seen in actual operation. 

'* If this grand opportunity is rightly Improved by the educators of the 
country, it can hardly fail to be of the greatest value. The nearest and 
most distant community can here reap, without the slow training of expe- 
rience, the best results that the older States have been able to attain, and 
can avoid the countless mistakes, especially in the construction of buildings, 
and in ventilating and beating apparatus, that have in so many cases 
wasted the means and thwarted the efforts of the most earnest workers." 

While the friends of education throughout the whole country have thus 
a general interest in the exposition, those in Pennsylvania should make 
special efforts to insure its success. It is held upon the soil of our State. 
Our best will be expected of us. We must not — dare not — seem poor in 
the eyes of the world. Let the note of preparation be at once sounded. 

The following resolutions offered by Edward Shippen, Esq., a distin- 
guished citizen and friend of education in Philadelphia, at the meeting of 
the State Teachers' association, in August last, and unanimously adopted, 
are timely and look like beginning work in earnest : 

Whereas, The various nations of the earth will be represented in this city on tb« 
4th day of July, 1876, and at the United States Exposition, then and there to be held, 
It seems most fitting that the occasion be utilized iu the service of education, not only 
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for ourselves, but for those who seek the basis of oar national happiness, progress 
and wealth ; therefore, 

Beaolvedf That the committee heretofore appointed shall confer with the commis- 
sioners appointed by the General Gorernment, and report at the next convention bow 
and in what manner the cause of public education may be best represented at the Cen- 
tennial celebration and exposition, and how and in what manner the progress, practi- 
cal working and success of the cause shall be made manifest to those who shall be the 
nation's guests under Pennsylvania's and Philadelphia's more immediate hospitalities. 

Resolved^ That said committee be requested also to confer with the board of educa- 
tion at Philadelptiia in respect to the best plan by which visitors may have an oppor- 
tunity of witnessing oar educational system and progress, and that said board be re- 
quested to appoint a committee of five to unite with a similar committee of this Asso- 
ciation to aid in whatever action may hereafter be determined upon in relation to tb» 
subject matter of these resolutions.*' 

It is not out of place to add here that the friends of edacation are paii>ed 
that they are not more directly represented in the board of Centennial Com- 
missioners. 

EDUCATION AND LABOR. " 

• 

Pennsylvania has large classes of working men among her people. They 
toil by hundreds of thousands in her forests, fields, mines, mills and manu- 
factories. Their welfare should be one of the great concerns of the State 
government. 

Labor is wealth. By how much work a nation can do, by so much is its 
wealth increased. Whatever renders labor more effective, therefore, in- 
creases wealth-prodncing power. 

Theoretically, there is no necessary antagonism between labor and capi- 
tal. Capital legitimately is the fruit of labor ; and, naturally, the tree and 
the fruit it bears represent a unity of interests. And yet, practically, labor 
and capital, the men of work and the men of wealth, are at war. Capital 
strives to control and oppress labor ; and labor by its associations, its 
leagues, its unions, its strikes, endea'Vors to protect itself. The most deli- 
cate and difficult of all social problems to>day is the reconciliation of these 
two contending interests. 

No one thing can do so much to promote the welfare of the working 
man, to render his labor effective, to enable him to understand his true in- 
terests, to lift him to a position of independence, as a good education. To 
the rich education is much ; to the poor it is everything. 

Facts in regard to the relation of education and labor have been ooU 
lected with great care by Hon. George S. Boutwell, in Massachusetts, when 
Secretary of the Board of Education in that State, and by General Eaton, 
National Commissioner of Education, from all parts of the country. Their 
coDclusions alone can be presented here. 

Mr. Boutwell says, '^ That intelligent laborers learn more readily, aw 
more skillful when learned, are more easily controlled, perform more as 
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well as better work, require less lookiag after, keep their machines cleaner 
and more judiciously oiled, incur less liability to breakage of macbiner3% 
less waste of oil and of stock. As a general rule there is a higher sense 
of moral obligation/and more honesty, fidelity and regard for the interest 
of employers, among the intelligent than among the ignorant laborers." 
This is doubtless all true ; but it seems to have been written rather from 
the stand-point of the employers than of the employed. He might have 
added that education enables working men to earn higher wages, to fill po- 
sitions of more responsibility, to become owners and managers of property, 
and above all to think and act for themselves. 

Gen. Eaton's conclusions, as stated in his report for 1870, are made up 
froni answers to inquiries addressed to hundreds of persons in all parts of 
tlie country and engaged in all kinds of business — employers, employed, 
and impartial observers. He states, '^ That the value of the laboring man 
to th^ community at large is positively increased, and his power as a pro- 
ducer, of adding to the common stock of wealth, is materially enhanced bj^ 
the education given him as a child in the common school. The increase of 
wages he will receive on account of his knowledge is put at various figures, 
averaging near 25 per cent. That this increase of value arises, 1st, from 
the fact of his being more readil}' instructed in the duties of his work ; 
2d, that he needs less supervision; 3d, that he does his work to better ad- 
vantage and therefore produces more in a given time ; 4th, that he is less 
liable to join in unreasonable and unseasbnable strikes; 5th, is more nn- 
dustrious ; 6th, less dissipated ; and, lastly, is less liable to become an ex- 
pense to the Commonwealth through poverty and crime. 

** That a knowledge of the sciences that underlie the occupation gives 
greatly increased value to their possessor is agreed on all hands. It does 
this, 1st, by enabling him to avoid dangers, in mining, for instance, to 
which ignorant men are exposed ; 2d, by enabling him to detect and remedy 
difliculties, which else would cause expense or delay ; 3d, by enabling him 
to discover shorter and simpler methods of work, thereby increasing his 
powirs of production ; 4th, by stimulating his qualities of continuance, so 
that he adjusts and modifies the tools or machines which he uses, and bc- 
eotnes eventually an inventor of simpler and better machines, thus increas- 
ing not only the wealth-producing power of himself but of his fellow la- 
borers. In this direction it is estimated that his value is increased 100 per 
cemt., while in certain exceptional cases the gain is incalculable. But after 
admitting all these arguments in favor of the increased value of the laborer 
who possesses this higher education, it is clear, from the evidence of all, 
ih^t the chief value and greatest advantage of such increased knowledge 
arise from the fact that it advances the well-being of its possessor." 
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In the report of 1871, similar conclusions are stated in more precise 
language, as follows : 

" 1. The increase of the workingman's wages on account of the simple 
knowledge of reading and writing, as estimated by observers, employers 
and employed, was put at an average of 25 per cent. 

" 2. All agree, too, in estimating the increase of wages which is caused 
by a better education, which includes a fair knowledge of English, and an 
understanding of the sciences that underlie the particular mechanical occu- 
pation, as very considerable, the average estimate reaching as high as 100 
per centum. 

^^ 3. The fact that increased education will often enable the workingman 
to become an inventor of improved tools for use in his trade, is also gen- 
erally recognized, and the increase of remuneration that may thus result to 
the individual is of necessity incalculable." 

These conclusions correspond with those arrived at by observations made 
in this State, and partially published in my report for 1867. They show 
that even as a question of money, all that is judiciously spent for education 
is a gain. Said William Penn, more than two centuries ago, in writing to 
his wife concerning the education of his children: ^* Let their learning be 
liberal ; spare no cost, for by such parsimony all is lost that is saved." 
Wise words I and as applicable to the children of a whole Commonwealth 
as to those of a single family. And it should be added that the primary 
object of education is not to make money, but to make men — men even of 
the sons of the poorest of those who work. 

• TBCHNIOAL EDUCATION. 

The far-sighted founder of oar Commonwealth, before he left England to 
visit his infant colony, framed, among others, the following provision which 
was adopted by the Provisional Council in 1683 : '^ That all children within 
this province of the age of twelve years, shall be taught some useful trade 
or skill, to the end that none may be idle, but the poor may work to live, 
and the rich, if they become poor, may not want." He seems with almost 
prophetic vision to have foreseen what has come to pass. Our prisons, peni- 
tentiaries and poor houses are crowded with persons who having learned no 
^^ useful trade or skill," have either sought to obtain property, it may be to 
sustain life, by criminal means, or unable '^ to work to live," have come to 
poverty and want. Our education seems faulty in this : too many young 
people are seeking a livelihood without working with the bands. There are 
multitudes idle wailing for vacant clerkships and unfilled offices, while me- 
chanical work, more honorable and more remunerative, invites on all sides 
the efforts of willing hands. It is a fact as startling as it is significant, 
that of 17,000 criminals in the United States in 1868, ninety-seven per 
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C3ntum had never learned a trade. Out of 240 convicts received at the 
Eastern penitentiary last year, only twelve had been apprenticed and 
terved their time. 

Bat technical education concerns us in another view. We will find in the 
near future that, if we are to keep pace with other nations, technical edu- 
cation must receive more attention. It is only the lower forms and rougher 
kinds of industry that can be made successful without special preparation. 
In all arts requiring an application of scientific principles or the discrimi- 
nations of a refined taste, we shall fall below, or rather never rise up to the 
standard of other nations, unless we establish and encourage schools of 
practical industry. Says Prof. Ware, of Boston, an eye-witness : "At the 
Universal exhibition of 1851, England found herself, by general consent, 
almost at the bottom of the list, among all the countries of the world, in 
respect of her art manufactures. Only the United States, among the great 
nations, stood below her. The first result of this discovery was the estab- 
lishment of schools of art in every large town. At the Paris exhibition of 
1867, England stood among the foremost, and in some branches of manu- 
facture, distanced the most artistic nations. It was the schools of art and 
the great collection of works of industrial art at the South Kensington mu- 
seum, that accomplished this result. The United States still held her place 
at the foot of the column.'' Shall we rise no higher by the time of the hold- 
ing of our own Centenial exhibition in 1876 ? 

Let me mention the number and character of the art schools in a few of 
the countries of the Old World. 

BAVARIA. • 

Bavaria occupies an area of 29,617 square miles, and had in 1864 a popu- 
lation of 4,807,440. Her art schools consist of the following: — 4 superior 
Agricultural schools, with 29 agricultural sections in the Trade schools, 
with 2,144 pupils ; 1 school of Forestry, with 40 pupils ; 1 school of Hor- 
ticulture, with 30 pupils ; I school of Veterinary Surgery, with 18 teachers 
and 140 pupils ; 2 Commercial schools, with 18 commercial divisions in the 
Trade schools, with 2,000 pupils; 29 Trade schools; 3 Polytechnic schools ; 
1 Academy of Painting and Sculpture, with 14 professors and 231 pupils ; 
1 school of Architecture, with 9 teachers and 143 pupils; 261 schools for 
Drawinor, with 9,073 pupils; 1 Conservatorium of Music, with 15 teachers 
and 94 pupils, and 10 schools for Music. Let it be understood that these 
are all special schools. In addition, Mujsic and Drawing, &c., are taught 
in all the public schools. 

WURTEMBURG. 

Wiirtemburg has ],700,OCO inhabitants. She has one technical Univer- 
sity, and ten technical Echools of the next grjide, with 539 instructors and 
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5,1 4S pupils. There arc 11 Buildiog and Trade schools, giving a thorough 
theoretical and practical training in these occupations. They have 286 teach- 
ers, and 6,457 pnpils. There are 108 Trade and Industrial schools, having 
8,254 pupils. 

BELGIUM. 

Belgium has 1 college and school of Agriculture ; 1 of Horticulture, For- 
estry and Veterinary Surgery. Of Conamercial schools there are 1 superior 
and 12 secondary; 3 Navigation schools, and 15 Technical schools, with 
2,293 pupils. Besides these, there are 68 Workshop schools, with 1,857 
pupils. They have 1,428 looms in them, and have sent out, since 1845, 
27,373 thoroughly trained weavers. There is a Royal Academy of arts, 
mining and manufacturing, one of engineers, and art as applied to indus- 
try is taught in 60 academies and schools, with more than a thousand pu- 
pils. 

PRUSSIA. 

There are in Prussia, proper, 361 schools devoted to agriculture, mining, 
architecture, forestry, navigation, commerce and other technical studies. 
Besides schools for weaving and the textile manufactures, there arc 265 
Industrial schools, whose studies and hours are arranged to suit mechanics. 
There is a large number of Drawing schools, in which the classes are ar- 
ranged to suit various trades needing such instruction. 

The countries named above are given as examples of what is being dont 
in the line of technical instruction abroad outside of the public schools, in 
which much more attention is paid to art instruction than with us. We 
have our Franklin Institute, School of Design and Polytechnic College, in 
Philadelphia, and our State Agricultural College. This is about all, and 
yet Penn«ylvania has 4,000,000 people, and there is no better field on the 
broad earth for the display of high art. To our shame be it said the great 
body of our skilled artisans are foreigners. We should furnish them for 
ourselves. I agree with the common sense views of another, that ^^ the pros- 
pect of wealth and position to-day is brighter to any young man of ability 
and ambition, who will learn well and thoroughly a good trade, than for 
any one who attempts to crowd into the professions. The country is sadly 
in want of mechanics who combine skill with intelligence. Not a workshop 
or manufactory can be found to-day where they are not needed. Not a 
manufacturing or mechanical establishment exists in the country which is 
not deficient, some way or other, in skilled assistance. It is the skillful, 
intelligent mechanic who is most in demand, and hence none of them can 
be found who are not profitably employed. Wealth is rapidly accumulated 
by such men who devote themselves to the various mechanical pursuits, or 
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to the production of articles which are regarded in the sense of necessities 
by the community. The pressing demand of the day is not for men of mere 
ornament, hut for those who, by the labor of hand and head combined, are 
able to make capital productive." 

SCHOOLS FOB MEN. 

Thoreau somewhere speaks of "the comparatively decent system of com- 
mon schools," but adds, "These schools are for infants only ; and excepting 
tlie half starved lyceum in the winter, and latterly the puny beginning of 
a library suggested by the State, we have no schools for ourselves ; it is 
time that we had uncommon schools, that we did not leave off our educa- 
tion when we became men and women." He speaks of New England ; in 
Pennsylvania, we do not always have even the "half-starved Ij-ceum" or the 
"beginning of a library." 

It is fearful to think how much time is lost, absolutely squandered away 
in our towns and villages. The average Pennsylvania village has no pub- 
lic place better for spending the time of a leisure evening or a holiday than 
the store, the saloon, the tavern or the street corner. Tens of thousands 
of intelligent men gossip away many hours every week at such places in 
most unprofitable discourse. Has not the time come for a united effort to 
establish, in our towns and villages, literary societies, librades, reading- 
rooms, courses of lectures, museums, art galleries and parks ? To graduate 
from the graded school to a seat on a store box or a bench in a bar-room, 
hardly comports with elevated ideas of the highest aim of the school, or 
the great purpose of life. We want schools for men and women. There 
are five hundred towns and villages in Pennsylvania to-day that, with the co- 
operation of the leading citizens, might establish at least some of the means 
named above for carrying on the work of education in mature life. Says 
Thoreau further, "As the nobleman of cultivated taste surrounds himself 
with whatever conduces to his culture — genius, learning, wit, books, paint- 
ings, statuary, music, philosophical instruments, and the like, so let the 
village do — not stop short at a pedagogue, a parson, a sexton, a parish 
library, and three selectmen, because our pilgrim forefathers got through 
a cold winter on a bleak rock with these. New England can hire all the 
wise men in the world to come and teach her, and board them round the 
while, and not be provincial at all. That is the uncommon school we want. 
Instead of noblemen, let us have noble villages of men.'' Yes, our life 
lias been that of pioneers hitherto ; we must now begin to surround our 
homes with comfort and culture. Education should not end with school 
days. The home and the village should carry it on. We need all our three 
score and ten years well improved to become the full-grown men and women 
God intended na to be. 
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CONCLUSION. 

The twelfth article of the frame prepared by William Penn, and adopted 
for the government of the Province of Pennsylvania provides, " That the 
Governor and the Provincial Council shall meet and order all public 
schools, and encourage and reward the authors of useful sciences and lauda- 
ble inventions in said province." The first Constitution of the State, 
adopted in 1176, has the following provision relating to education: "A 
school or schools shall be established in each county, by the Legislature, 
for the convenient instruction of youth, with such salaries to the masters, 
paid by the public, as may enable them to instruct youth at low prices ; 
and all useful learning shall be duly encouraged and promoted in one or 
more universities." The Constitution of 1790 declares that "the Legisla- 
ture shall, as soon as conveniently may be, provide by law for the estab- 
lishment of schools throughout the State, in such a manner that the poor 
may be taught gratis," and that " the arts and sciences shall be promoted 
in one or more seminaries of learning." No change was made in these 
provisions in the Constitution of 1838. 

These constitutional provisions have been quoted to show that the fun- 
damental law of the State has favored education from the beginning. In- 
deed, it is not difficult to sec that the educational provisions in the Consti- 
tution of 1838, and the whole system of instruction based upon it, arc the 
outgrowth of the germinant ideas contained in the frame of 1682. Our 
S3'stem of education, therefore, in its essential principles, is not a borrowed 
83'stem, but is indigenous to our own soil. 

The same conclusion is reached by noticing what was done by our ances- 
tors under the provisions of the frames of government adopted by them. 
At a council held at Philadelphia, October 26th, 1683, Wiiliam Penn, 
Governor, being present, Enoch Flower was appointed to teach the public 
school at certain rates agreed upon. In 1701, a charter was granted to 
found a school, a clause in the petition for which reads as fo*llows : " That 
at the said town of Philadelphia, a public school might be founded, where 
all children <and servants, male and female, whose parents, guardians or 
masters might be willing to subject them to the rules and orders of the 
school, should, from time to time, with the approbation of the overseers 
thereof, for the time being, be received or admitted, taught and instructed 
— the rich at reasonable rates, and the poor to be maintained and schooled 
for nothing." In 1 7 1 1 this charter was modified. The following extract from 
the preamble to the act shows the broad principles of public policy undcrl} iug 
this early legislation : "The prosperity and welfare of afiy people depend, 
in a great measure, upon the good education of youth, and their early 
instruction in the principles of true religion and virtue, and in qualifying 
them to serve their country and themselves, by breeding them in reading, 
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writing, learning of languages, and usefal arts and sciences suitable tc^ 
their age, sex and degree, which cannot be effected in any manner so well 
as by erecting public schools for the purpose aforesaid.'^ 

From such beginnings has come our grand system of common schools ;. 
from such seed we have thrs rich harvest. Let our last word in favor of a 
good education for all, be the utterance of the late Thomas Dunlap, of 
Philadelphia, in an address to the people thirty-five years ago : " We 
know no barrier, we recognize no limit to the extention of our schools, 
until the blessings of moral and intellectual culture are tendered to every 
solitary pupil, of every age, within our State. We court — ^nay, we implore 
— the assistance of all our fellow citizens in this noblest of all objects. An 
ignorant people always bas been, and always will be, a degraded and op- 
pressed people ; they arc always at the mercy of the corrupt and designing. 
In vain shall we trust to physical strength to guard us from foreign hos- 
tility or domestic violence } to a sea coast girt with a thousand fortresses, 
or a frontier bristling with a thousand bayonets^ to armies, fleets, or 
military skill, if we fail to cultivate the moral strength of our people } 
to enlighten the intellect, to purify the heart, to arouse and dignify the 
best feelings of our nature, and to stamp upon the character that proud feel- 
ing of independence which is founded only upon knowledge and self-respect. 
If we fail by education to awaken, guide, and confirm the moral energies of 
our people, we are lost." 

Adding only this exhortation of Jefferson — the most American of Ameri- 
cans — given in a letter from France, in 1786, to his friend George Wythe, 
of Virginia, in which, after the most careful observation and study of the 
institutions of the Old World, he points out their evils, and adds ; "Preach, 
my dear sir, a crusade against ignorance ; establish and improve the law 
for educating the common people. Let our countrymen know that the 
• education of the people alone can protect us against these evils, and that 
the tax which will be paid for this purpose, is not more than the thousandth 
part of what will be paid to kings, priests and nobles, who will rise up 
; among us if we leave the people ignorant" 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent of Common Schools, 
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STATISTICAL STATEMENTS- 



STATEMENT A. 

SHOWiNe the /inancial condition of the school districts of the Common- 

wealthy excluding Philadelphia, 

RECEIPTS. 

Prom collectors, anscated lands, and all other sources, ex- 
clusive of State appropriation $5, 120, 267 77 

From State appropriation for 1871 318,389 12 

Total receipts , 5^ 438, 656 89 

EXPENDITURES. 

CJost of iBstrnction $a, 221>, 121 78 

Fuel and contingencies 863, 738 96 

Cost of school houses, including renting^ 

repairing, &c 2^535>,637 39 

Total expenditures 6,620,498 13 

Debt of districts 1, 181, 841 24 



6,620,498 13 



■■ ^11 



STATEMENT B. 

finowiNO ffce ccnrfiYion o/ the system for the school year 18*12^ excluding 

Philadelphia^ 

Whole number of districts .* • 2, 028 

Whole number of schools. > * 14, 41 5 

Whole number of pupils in attendance 699, 802 

Average attendance of pupils^ « ^ ....... . 464, 127 

Percentage of attendance* « ^ .66 

Average length of school term* 6 months. 

Average cost of tuition per month for each pupil • 99 cents. 

Whole number of male teachers ..... 7, 674 

Whole number of female teachers 9,110 

Average salaries of male teachers per month. $40 5 
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Average salaries of female teachers per month $3 1 9G 

Cost of tuition 3, 221, 121 IS 

Fuel and contingencies 8G3, 738 9G 

Total cost for purchasing, building, renting and repairing 

houses 2,535,637 3^ 

Total expenditures of the system for tuition ^ fuel and 

houses 6, 620, 498 1 3 

Total State appropriation 650, 000 00 

Total State appropriation for common school purposes, ex- 
cluding County Superintendents' salaries 580, 440 00 

Average number of mills on the dollar, school tax 7 .27 

Average number of mills on the dollar, building tax 5 .06 

Amount of tax levied 5,229,024 69 

Amount of tax levied and State appropriation 5, 879, 0246^ 



STATEMENT C. 

Showing the school slatistics of Philadelphia^ for the year ending December 

31, 1871. 

Whole number of school houses 38$^ 

Whole number of schools, counting as a school the body of 

pupils under one permanent teacher 1,584 

Whole number of male teachers 79 

Whole number female teachers 1 , 505 

Average salaries of male teachers per month $154 27- 

Average salaries of female teachers per month 50 58 

Whole number of controllers 29 

Whole number of directors 403 

Whole number of pupils registered 134,511 

Whole number of pupils belonging to the schools at the 

beginning of the year 82, 041 

Whole number admitted during year 52, 470 

Whole number left during the year 39, 087 

Whole number of pupils belonging to the schools at the 

close of the year 81, 075 

Average attendance of pupils 72, 094 

Percentage of attendance upon the whole number registered, . 536 
Percentage of attendance upon tho whole number belonging • 

to the schools at the end of year . 889 
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Total cost per pupil on average attendance per month $178 

"Whole amount paid for salaries of teachers 88.% 151 75 

Whole amount paid for lots, houses, additions and repairs, 328, 475 96 

Books, stationer^', fuel and contingencies 400, 946 9i 

Total amount expended for school purposes 1,612, 574 65 

Valuation of school property 4,054,784 00 



STATEMENT D. 

Showino the condition of the system for the school year 1872, in compari- 
son with its condition for the school year ISI \ j excluding Philadelphia. 

Whole number of tiistricts in 18Y2 * 2, 028 

Do do do 1871 2,022 



Increase in 1872 



Whole number of schools in 1872. 
Do do 1871. 



Increase in 1872. 



W^hole number of pupils in attendance 1872 
Do do do 1871 



Decrease in 1872 



Average attendance of pupils in 1872 
Do do.! do 1871 



Decrease in 1872 



Percentage of attendance 1872. 
Do do 1871 



Decrease in 1872 



6 


14, 


415 


14, 


161 


254 


699, 


,802 


700, 


,040 


238 


464, 


127 


495, 


632 


31, 


505 


• 


.66 




.73 




.07 



Average length of school term 1872 6 months. 

Do do do.. 1871 '. 5 mos, 21 days. 



Increase in 1872 1 day. 



Average cost of tuition per month for each pupil in 1872 • • .99 

Do do do do do 1871. • .98 



Increase in 1872 • .01 
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Whole number of male teachers in 1872 T, 6T4 

Do do do B8T1 1,640 



Increase in 1872 34^ 



Whole number of fenmle teachers in 1872 9, 110 

Do do do 1871 8^842: 



Increase in 1872 268- 



Arerage salaries of male teachers per month 1872 ^0 55 



Do do ►.do. ..*►.. ..do. . .1871 •* 40 






Increase in 1872. 52 



Average salaries of female teachers per montk 1872. . . .^^ $31 9^ 

Do.. do- do do.... 1871 31 12 



Increase in 1872.. 84 



Total cost of tmtion in 1872 $3,221,121 7^ 

Do do 1871 : a, 183,418 8C 



increase in 1872 ► ►►. &7,702 92 



Fuel and eoHtingendes HI 1872 $863^738 9^ 

Do do 1871 799,275 48- 



Increase in 1872 64,463 48* 



Total cost of purchasing, building, renting and repairing 

school houses in 1872 $2,535,637 31> 

Totalfor 1871 3,006,194 41 



Decrease in 1872 470, &57 02 



Total expenditures of the system for tuition, building pur^ 

poses and contingencies in 1872 $6,620,498 13 

Total in 1871 6,988,888 15 



Decrease in 1872 368,390 62 



Total State appropriation for ;872 $650, 000 00 

Do do 1871 500,000 00 



Increase in 1872 150, 000 00 
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Total State appropriation for common school purposes, 
including amount paid to County Superintendents, and 
including amount paid to Philadelphia 1872 $632, 500 00 

Total in 1871 478,461 00 



Increase in 1872 154,030 00 



Total amount paid for salaries of Co. Supts. in 1872 $69, 560 00 

Do do :do 1871 68,661 00 



Inereasein 1872 899 00 



Average number of mills on the dollar school tax 1872. . . 7.27 

Do do do do 1871... 7,71 



Decrease in 1872 .44 



Average number of mills on the dollar building tax 1872. . 5.06 

Do do do do 1871.. 5.58 



Decrease in 1872 .52 



Whole amount of tax levied and State appropriation 1872, $5, 879,024 69 
Do do do 1871, 5,516,801 73 



Inereasein 1872 362,222 9t> 



Amount of tax levied in districts in 1872^ . . $5, 229, 024 69 

Do do do 1871 5,016,801 73 



Inereasein 1872 212,222 96 



Amount received from collectors, including State appro- 
priation for 1871, in 1872 $5,438,656 89 

Amount received 1871 6, 023, 45 1 65 



Decrease in 1872 584, 794 76 
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STATEMENT E. 

Showing the condition of the schools of Philadelphia for the. school year 
ending December 31, 1871, in comparison with the year ending December 
31, 1870. 

Whole number of schools in 1871 1,584 

Do do 1 870 '. • 1 , 539 



Increase in 1871 



Whole number of male teachers in 1871 

Do do 1870 



Decrease in 1871 



Whole number of female teachers in 1871. 
Do do 1870 



Increase in 1871 



Whole number of pupila registered in 1871 
Do do 1870 



Decrease in 1871 



Whole number of pupils belonging to the schools at the be- 
ginning of the jear 1871 ► . 

Total in 18T0. . . . : 

Increase in 1871 

Number of pupils admitted during the year 1871 

Do do 1870 



Decrease in 1871 



Number of pupils left during the year 1871 
Do.... do do 1870 



Increase in 1871 



Number of pupils belonging to the schools at the close of 

the year 1871 

Total in 1870 

Decrease in 1871 • 



45 




79 




80 




1 




— 


1, 


505 


1, 


.459 


46 


13^ 


511 


131,574 


63 


82, 


041 


80, 


891 


1, 


,150 


52, 


470 


53, 


,683 


1, 


213 


39, 


.087 


39, 


,079 


8 


81, 


,075 


81, 

4 


,854 


779 
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Average attendance of pupils in 1871 72, 094 

Do do 1870 71,556 



Increase in 1871 638 



Percentage of attendance upon the whole number registered 

in 1871 .536 

Percentage in 1870 .537 



Decrease in 1871 .• .001 



Percentage of attendance upon whole number belonging to 

the schools at the end of the year 1871 .889 

Percentage in 1870 .875 



Increase in 1871 .014 



Total cost of pupils on average attendance per month in 

1871 ... $1 78 

Total cost in 1870 1 55 



Increase in 1871 ; 23 



Whole amount paid for salaries of teachers in 187 1 $883, 151 75 

Do do do 1870 743, HI 02 



Increase in 1871 140,040 73 



Whole amount paid for lots, buildings, repairs and addi- 
tions in 1871 $328, 475 96 

Whole amount In 1870 380, 069 10 



Decrease iu 1871 * 51,593 14 



Whole amount paid for books, stationery, fuel and contin- 
gencies in 1871 . . $400, 946 94 

Whole amount in 1870 367,849 46 



Increase in 1871 S3, 097 48 



Total amount expended for school purposes in 1871 $1, 612, 574 65 

Whole amount in 1870 1,491,029 58 



Increase in 1871 121,545 07 



xlii THIRTr-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 



STATEMENT F. 

Showing the condition of the system for the school year 1872, in comparison 
with its condition for the school year 1871, including Philadelphia. 

Whole numlicr of schools in 1872 15, 999 

Do do 1 871 : 15, 700 



Increase in 1872 299 



Whole number of teachers in 1872. ! 18,368 

Do do 1871 18, 021 



Increase in 1872 347 



Whole number of pupils registered in 1872 834, 313 

Do do do 1871 834,614 



Decrease in 1872 301 



Average attendance of pupils in 1S72 , .... 536, 221 

Do do do 1871 567,188 



Decrease in 1872 30, 967 



Total cost of tuition in 1872. $4,104,273 53 

Do do 1871 3, 926, 529 88 



Increase in 1872 177,743 65 



Total cost of fuel and contingencies in 1872. $1, 264, 685 90 

Do do do 1871 1, 167, 124 94 



Increase in 1872..., ^*.«7,560 96 

Total cost for building, purchasing and renting houses in 

1872 $2, 864, 1 13 35 

Totalinl871 3,386,263 51 



Decrease in 1872 522,150 16 



Total expenditures of the system for tuition, building, rent- 
ing, purchasing and repairing houses, fuel and contin- 
gencies in 1872 $8,233,072 78 

Total in 1871 8, 479, 918 33 



Decrease in 1872 246, 845 55 



SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. xliii 

STATEMENT G. 

Showing the expenditures of the Department for the general system. 

State appropriation for the school year ending June, 1872 . . $650, 000 00 

Paid Philadelphia $115, 507 94 

Allentown 3, 454 70 

Altoona 1,808 04 

Chester 1, 155 20 

Easton 2,039 23 

Erie. 3, 213 34 

Harrisburg 4,316 19 

Hyde Parke 1, 846 58 

Meadville 1,540 51 

Pittsburg 14, 619 97 

Pottsville 1,903 28 

Reading 5, 821 89 

Scranton 3, 710 62 

Titusville 1,581 22 

Wilkesbarre 1, 358 76 

Williamsport 2,64119 

York 1,877 84 

Salaries of County Superintendents 69, 560 00 

Normal schools 15, 000 00 

Lincoln University 2, 500 00 

255,456 50 

Amount apportioned among the districts 394, 543 50 

This sum ha.s been appropriated to the schools of the State as follows : 
Of the 2,029 districts, 1,946 have been paid the State ap- 
propriation, at the rate of 62 cents per taxable $379, 678 40 

Eighty are unpaid, for cauwe 15, 605 08 

Three non-accepting districts , 242 42 

EXPENDITURES FOR THE CORNPLANTER INDIANS. 

Amount of appropriation for 1872 $300 00 

Paid for four month's teaching $100 00 

Paid for school articles, books, apparatus, &c. . . . 16 40 

Paid for fence around school grounds, out-build- 

ing^and repairs , , 93 60 

Paid for two months teachiug 90 00 

300 00 



xliv THIRTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

STATEMENT n. 

Showing tJie expenditures of the Department for its own support. 

APPROPRIATIONS FOR SALARIES. 



Salary of Superintendent, as per act May 27, 1871. 

Do Deputy Superintendent do 

Do three clerks, at $1,400 each. . .do 



Do . . . Messenger do 



By payment in full 



APPROPRIATIONS FOR INCIDENTALS. 

Stationery and blank books 

Postage, telegrams and expressage 

For cleaning office and miscellaneous expeoses 

For packing and distributing documents 

For traveling expenses 

For engraving warrants, &c 

For publishing and circulating among the school ofOcers of 
the State, the official decisions and instructions of the 
Department 2, 200 00 

For expenses of principals of State Normal schools and 
superintendents, in attending annual examinations 250 Ou 



By amount expended : 

For stationery and blank books 

For postage, telegrams and expressage 

For cleaning office and miscellaneous . 

For packing and distributing documents 

For engraving warrants, &c 

For publishing and circulating official documents, <&c 

For expenses of principals of State Normal schools and 

superintendents, &c 

For traveling expeuses 



$2,500 00 


1,800 


00 


4,200 


00 


900 


00 


9,400 


00 


9,400 


00 


$300 00 


1,000 


00 


300 


00 


1,000 


00 


600 


00 


175 


00 



Unexpended balance. 



5,825 


00 


$289 


30 


999 


93 


301 


64 


996 


20 


179 


17 


2,200 


00 


251 


30 


600 


00 


5,817 


51 


7 


48 



SUPERINTENDENT OP COMMON SCHOOLS. xlv 



y 



STATEMENT L 

Showing the estimates of appropriations needed for the Oeneral System 

and the School Department for 1874. 

FOR THE OENERAL SYSTEM. 

For common scliools, including those of Pliiladclphia, and 

salaries of County Superindendents $750, 000 00 

For Normal schools, to be appropriated on the same condi- 
tions as those imposed by appropriation act of 1868 IG, 600 00 

For expenses of the superintendents and of the principals of 
State Normal schools, in attending the annual examinations 
of said schools 500 00 

For Lincoln University 2, 500 00 

FOR THE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT. 

For salaries $11, 700 00 

For engraving and printing warrants 200 00 

For stationery and blank books 300 00 

For postage, telegraphing and expressage 1 , 200 00 

For cleaning rooms and miscellaneous expenses 300 00 

For packing and distributing documents 1, COO 00 

For traveling expenses, on official business GOO 00 

Per publishing and circulating official decisions and instruc- 
tions 2, 300 00 

Total; 17, 600 00 



STATEMENT J. 

Showing the amount of State appropriation paid to the State Normal 

schools, 

FIRST DISTRICT. 

Appropriation from the State in 1871 $15, 000 00 

Do for other students, as teachers in 1871 557 00 

Do for library and apparatus in 1871 136 91 

15,093 91 



xlir THIRTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

SECOND DISTRICT. 

Appropriation from the State in 1361 $5, 000 00 

Do do 1863 5, 000 00 

Do do 1865 5,000 00 

Appropriation for graduates in 1856 800 00 

' Do do 1867 850 00 

Do do 1868 1, 600 00 

Do do 1869 1,500 00 

Do do 1870 1 , 300 00 

Do do 1871 1,900 00 

Do do 1872 1,100 00 

Appropriation for disabled soldiers, as teachers, in 1866 179 00 

Do do do 1867 193 00 

Do do do 1868 132 00 

Do do do 1869 155 00 

Do do do 1870 181 00 

Do do do 1871 148 00 

Appropriation for other students, as teachers, in 1866 ..... 3, 330 50 

Do do do 1867 3,365 80 

Do do do 1868 3,981 00 

Do do do 1869 4,895 00 

Do do do 1870 4,980 50 

Do do do 1871 4,064 50 

Appropriation for library and apparatus in 1866 353 62 

Do do do 1868 79 30 

Do do ..do 1869 157 40 

Do do do 1870 ^ 47 77 

Do do do 1871 * 136 91 

50,43 30 

TUIBD DISTRICT. 

Appropriation from the State in 1867 . . ; $5, 000 00 

Do do 1868 5, 000 00 

Do do .1869 5, 000 00 

Appropriation for graduates in 1868 300 00 

Do do 1869 700 00 

Do do 1870. 500 00 

Do do 1871 300 00 

Do do 1872 150 00 

Appropriation for disabled soldiers, as teachers, ia 1867 $14 00 

Do do do 1868 34 00 

Appropriation for other students, as teacheas, in 1866 330 50 



SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. xlvii 

Appropriation for other students, as teachers, in 18GT $S62 10 

Do do ..do 1868. .,...» 558 50 

Do do do 18G9 804 50 

Do do do 1870 1,105 00 

Do do do 1871 702 50 

Appropriation for library and apparatus in 1866 353 62 

Do do do 1868 79 30 

Do do do. . . . 1869 157 40 

Do do do. ...1870 * 47 77 

Do do do.... 1871 136 91 

22,136 10 

FIFTH DISTRICT. 

Appropriation from the State in 1863 1 $5, 000 00 

Do do .... . 1864 5, 000 00 

Do do 1865 5, 000 00 

Do do 1872 10, 000 00 

Appropriation for graduates in 1866 650 00 

Do do 1867 850 00 

Do do 1868 1,400 00 

Do do 1869 850 00 

Do do 1870 850 00 

Do do 1871 1, 500 00 

Do do 1872 400 00 

Appropriation for disabled soldiers, as teachers, in 1867. • . . 125 00 

Do do do 1868 112 00 

Do do ... do 1869 126 00 

Do do do 1870 ^8 00 

Do do do 1871 140 00 

Appropriation for other students, as teachers, in 1866 772 00 

Do do do 1867 1, 472 00 

Do do do 1868 1, 026 50 

Do do do 1869 1,299 50 

Do do ..do 1870 1,481 00 

Do do.. do 1871 1,052 50 

Appropriation for library and apparatus in 1866 353 62 

Do do do 1868 79 30 

Do do do 1869 157 40 

Do do do.... 1870 47 77 

Do do do.,.. 1871 136 91 

1 39,979 50 



xlviii THIRTT-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

^IXTH DISTRICT. 

Appropriation from the State in 1869 $5, 000 00 

Do do. 1870 10,000 00 

Do do 1872 10,000 00 

Appropriation for graduates in 1870 4C0 00 

Do do 1871 600 00 

Appropriation for students, as teachers, in 1869 417 00 

Do.. do do. 1870 600 50 

Do do do 1871 187 qO 

Appropriation for library and apparatus in 186S 79 30 

Do do do 1869 157 40 

Do do do 1870 47 77 

Do do do 1871 136 91 



27,525 88 

TWELFTH DISTRICT. 

Appropriation from the State in 1861 $5, 000 00 

Do do 1 862 5, 000 00 

Do do 1863 5, 000 00 

Appropriation for graduates in 1866 ... 300 00 

Do do 1867 250 CO 

Do do 1868 550 00 

Do do 1869 250 00 

Do do 1870 850 00 

Do do 1871 950 00 

Do do 1872 900 00 

Appropriation for disabled soldiers, as teachers, in 1866. ... 150 50 

Do do - do 1867 ... . 266 00 

Do do do 1868.... 110 00 

Do do. do 1869. ... 140 00 

Do do do 1870.,.. 187 00 

Do do do; 1871.... S3 00 

Appropriation for other students, as teachers, in 1866 2, 054 00 

Do .... , do do 1867 1 , 824 59 

Do do do 1868. 1,719 50 

Do do do 1869 2, 077 60 

Do do <i do 1870 2, 068 50 

Do do do 1871 2, 094 00 

Appropriation for library nnd apparatus in 1866 353 52 

Do do do 1868 79 30 



SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. xlix 



Appropriation for library aud apparatus in 1869 

Do do do 1870 

Do do do 1871 



$157 


40 


47 


1 t 


136 


81 


32,59Vt 


50 



LINCOLN UNIVERSITY. 



Appropriation for graduates in 1870 

Do for disabled soldiers, as teachers, in 1870. . . 

Do for students, as teachers, in 1867 

Do do do 1868 

Do do do 1870 

Appropriation for library and apparatus in 1867 

Do do do 1868 

Do do do 1870 

Do do do 1871 

Appropriation from the State in 1869 



$150 00 


38 


00 


867 


CO 


615 


00 


471 


50 


633 


00 


1,885 


00 


1,840 


50 


2,500 


00 


2,500 


00 


11,500 


00 



APPROPBIATIOMS PAID TO ASSIST SCHOOLS TO OBTAIN RECOGNITION AS STATE 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

For the Seventh district, in 1871 $15, 000 00 

For the Tenth district, in 1869, 1870, 1871, 1872 25, 000 00 

40,000 00 

Total amount paid $239, 865 28 

Balance of appropriation not yet paid : 

For aid to Eighth district $15, 000 00 

For aid to Ninth district 15, 000 00 

General appropriation, 1872 14, 950 00 

44,950 00 

• 

Total amount appropriated 284, 815 28 



1 THIRTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

STATEMENT K. 

Showing what has been done under tJie law of 1868, relative to non-accept- 
ing School Districts. 

The following districts having complied with the provisions of the act, 
have heen paid, iu addition to the regular annual appropriations : 

COUNTIES. DISTRICTS. AMOUNT. 

Berks District $560 35 

Bedford Southampton 961 86 

Jefferson Barnett 21T 53 

Lancaster West Cocalico 1, 855 II 

M'Kean Wetmore 36 74 

Northumberland Cameron 395 74 

Do Jackson. .-»••. 748 02 

Do Jordan 819 73 

Do Mahanoy, Upper . . 648 63 

Do Mahanoy, Lower 806 43 

Do Mahanoy, Little 345 26 

Do Washington 719 01 

Somerset Conemaugh 929 45 

Schuylkill Brunswick, West 356 58 

Do Mahantango, Upper 533 70 

Do Penn, West 356 58 

Westmoreland .• . . Ligonier borough 151 70 

Wyoming Falls 457 62 

Do Tunkhannock 651 69 

York Manheim 1, 247 37 



The following districts have put schools in operation under the system, 
or are taking measures for that purpose, but have not yet officially reported 
to the department : 

COUNTIES. DISTRICTS. AMOUNT. 

Beaver Harmony 532 84 

WjoraiDg Overfield 3U 00 

Do Washington 852 47 
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STATEMENT L. 

Showing the number of Permanent Certificates granted. 



Adams , 

Allegheny . . < 
Armstrong . . 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford . . . 

Backs , 

Butler 

Cambria . . . 
Cameron • . . 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

Columbia... 
Clearfield.. . 

Clinton 

Crawford, . . 
Cumberland. 
Dauphin .... 
Delaware .. . 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette . . . . 

Forest 

Franklin . . . . 

Fulton 

Greene 

Iluntingdon. 
Indiana . . . . 
Jefferson.. .*. 
Juniata . • . . 



1 1 ' Lancaster. 
193 i Lawrence. 

9 . Lebanon . 

12 i Lehigh... 
G ! Luzerne . . 



24 
12 



18 
28 



Lycoming 

M'Kean 

1 1 1 Mercer 

17 I Mifflin 

4 Monroe 

8 ; Montgomery . . . . 

Montour 

1 2 Northampton. . . . 
Northumberland 
Perry 

8 ! Pike 

6 ' Potter 

6 

2 

6 

8 
15 

3 



3 
IG 


12 

4 
10 

3 
16 

3 Total. . 



SchuylkiU 

Snyder.. . . ... 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna.. 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington . . 

Wayne 

Westmoreland. 
Wyoming . . . . 
York 



56 

D 

35 
35 
43 
26 

4 

n 

4 

23 

7 

14 

22 

2 

3 

4 

21 

7 

2 



4 

2 

7 

24 

14 

34. 

4 

• 24 



38 

970 
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ADAMS COUNTY^P. D. W. Hakkiy. 

ExamincUiona. — Of these, the whole number was twenty-two public and 
twenty-one private. I held seven, all private, to supply vacancies existing 
at the time of my appointment, or occurring from various causes during 
the school term. I also renewed four certificates. 

Visitaliona. — Although I had comparatively a short time in which to do 
this part of my work, I feel satisfied that I have accomplished it as fully 
and as thoroughly as any of my predecessors. All the schools were visited, 
and all were found in session except fbur ; in two cases the teachers were 
sick, in one the teacher was moving, and in the other the cause is unknown to 
me. Besides visiting the schools once, I made extra visits to the number 
of forty-nine, making in all two hundred and twenty visits, traveling one 
thousand one hundred and fifty-three miles, and meeting in the schools dur- 
ing the first visit to each, four thousand three hundred and ninety-seven 
pupils, making an average of twenty-eight to each school of those found in 
session. In addition to those observations which are required to fill up the 
tabular report, I made many others, and took copious notes on almost any 
and every subject that presented itself, having either a direct or remote 
bearing on the subject of education. I did this more particularly for my 
own use, so as to aid me in conducting educational meetings and institutes, 
in order that those things that lead to success may be brought out and en- 
couraged, while those faults and errors that bring failures may be avoided 
and condemned. There are quite a number of observations I should like 
to embrace in this report, did time and space permit. The following, how- 
ever, are among the most prominent. 

Teac7ier8.^^0ne hundred and fifty-seven are actually engaged in teach- 
ing. I have divided them into the following classes or grades : Seventy- 
eight may be considered as having taught very well ; forty-six a» having 
1 School Bip. 
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taught well; twenty-seven I marked under the head of open question as to 
certificating them in the future, no matter what the result of their examina- 
tions, and six I considered as having missed their calling altogether, h^nce 
total failures. While there were but eight who attended a State Normal 
school, and only one of these a graduate, there are, as far as I was able to 
ascertain, eighty-five who received training in the County Normal and other 
similar educational agencies, and by far the greater number of these, I am 
happy to say, fill the successful teacher's place. 

Schools well Classed, — In the statistical report I have marked the schools 
as generally well classed, a fact not strictly correct, for, while all the reci- 
tations are heard in classes, yet these classes are so multiplied from the in- 
troduction of new text-books, requiring only those who need them to get 
new ones, at the same time allowing those who have them the privilege of 
retaining the old ones. There are also clashings in arithmetics and gram- 
mars. This arrangement between directors and book agents has greatly 
interfered with the efficiency of the schools, by increasing the labors of the 
already over-taxed teacher in our mixed schools, without an adequate return 
to any one, save perhaps book men and their agents. The only schools 
that can really be considered well classed, are the graded schools through- 
out the county, and the schools of Menallen, Butler and Latimore town- 
ships. 

School Decorations. — The healthful effect of these cannot be mistaken, 
ibr wherever a neat, tidy and tastefully decorated school room is found, 
there you generally find an interesting school. In fact, it is almost a cer- 
tain index of a teacher's love for the profession. The surroundings have a 
great deal to do in rendering the situation pleasant and attractive. The 
children love to go to school, because the very walls of their school room 
have a " smile" for them, beaming forth from healthful mottoes, beautiful 
llowers, splendid paintings, pictures and designs. Besides all this, the faith- 
ful and apt teacher has in these a fruitful source for '' object lessons." 
There were, in all, one hundred and six schools having mottoes, most of 
those being neatly framed with evergreen wreathings, &c.; twenty-eight had 
other decorations, both beautiful (ind tasteful, while twenty-seven were with- 
out decorations of any kind. 

District InstUtUes. — These were not as general as could have been de- 
sired, some of the leading districts failing to organize institutes. Those 
<Ustricts having them, were the Berwicks, Franklin, Gettysburg, Hamilton- 
ban, Huntingdon, Latimore and York Springs. Having assisted at quite 
a number of these, I was generally pleased with the practical turn givem 
them by the teachers, and I can scarcely see how those who wish to become 
really live teachers can do without them. In a practical point of view, I 
believe that District Institutes are of more immediate benefit to the teacher 
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than the County Institute, and I am sure of far more practical good in 
awakening an interest in favor of popular education in the community in 
which they are held. These results were very apparent from the general 
interest taken in them by the teachers themselves, all being at the same time 
required to take part in the exercise, while many of 'the patrons were in- 
duced to become voluntary participants in the same. It is highly important 
that the people be made to realize the fact, that our system of education is 
^^ one of the people, for the people and by the people." That they are not 
merely contributors of tax, for the support of the schools, but in a larger 
tense, to make them feel that they are the very life of the system ; that while 
their money sustains, their influence builds up and renders it effective. — 
These, and educational meetings, I consider among the best agencies for 
popularizing our system of education. Their's is a missionary work that 
cannot be accomplished in any other way, hence I would urge directors to 
make it a binding requirement, in their contract with teachers, to organize 
and attend District Institutes. 

I attended seven District Institutes, and held thirteen educational meet- 
ings, in different parts of the county, during the past school term, and in 
every case, I must bear testimony of the good results of these popularizing 
agencies of our educational system. 

Graded Schools. — In the statistical report I have noted six as needed in 
the various districts. These I consider absolutely necessary, from the 
crowded state of the schools in the localities referred to. 

There are four villages needing these schools — Mummasburg and Arendts- 
ville, in Franklin township, each one ; Berwick borough one, and New Ox- 
ford, having already two grades, needs another, from the over-crowded state 
of the primary school, there being now over eighty pupils for one teacher. 
There are also two localities, between two or more crowded schools, that a 
sort of central high school could be established to advantage. One in 
Franklin township, between M'Knightstown and Cashtown, along the Cham- 
bersburg pike, the other in Mt. Joy township, between Two Taverns and 
Newmanstown, along the Baltimore pike. 

New Houses. — ^There were twelve new houses built during the year, with 
capacity to accommodate fifteen schools. These were all good substantial 
structures, well calculated for the purposes intended. They are divided 
among the districts as follows : — Butler, one; Franklin, two; Freedom, one ; 
Hamiltonban, one ; Littlestown, one ; Menallen, two ; Mount Pleasant, two ; 
Latimore, one, and Tyrone, one. Among the most marked features of pro- 
gress in this respect,'is that presented by the borough of Littlestown, which, 
heretofore entirely behind every other district in the county in this respect, 
has suddenly risen to be among the first. It has chosen a beautiful site, 
and erected thereon one of the handsomest and best school buildings in the 
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coanty. It is a two story brick building, 48 ft. front by 50 ft. deep, divided 
into four equal rooms of 24 by 40 feet, with a vestibule of 10 feet. Three 
of these rooms are furnished with cherry desks of the Rankin pattern, and 
other corresponding suitable furniture. The remaining room being not in 
use, is consequently unfurnished. The building is also surmounted with a 
belfry and a fine large bell. Among the others, that of Latimore stands 
first as a model for imitation in the rural districts. Butler township must 
have the praise for having the best school houses, taken as a whole, of any 
district in the county. It is also a gratifying fact to note, that while there 
are still in the county, according to my statistical report, twenty-five houses 
unfit for school purposes, that these are to be speedily replaced by new 
ones ; fully one-half of these being, at present, under contract 

County InstUtUe convened at Gettysburg on the fifteenth of January, and 
continued in session five days. It was one of the most successful and best 
attended institutes ever held in the county. Of the one hundred and sixty- 
one actual teachers, one hundred and fifty-three were present at least part 
if not the whole time ; the directors of only a few townships either stinting 
or refusing to give the time to attend. Those of Cumberland, Freedom, 
Franklin and Strabane, giving part of the time, while those of (Germany, 
Huntingdon, Littlestown, Tyrone and Union, (Independent,) gave none ; 
yet nearly all those teachers attended, at least part of the time, afterward 
making it up to the district. 

Prof. Bailey, of Yale College, had charge of the elocutionary department, 
and Dr. Franklin Taylor, of West Chester, was employed as a general in- 
structor during the whole week. We were also greatly assisted, at inter- 
vals, by the Kev. Dr. Morris, of Baltimore, Professors Ferrier and Baugher, 
of Pennsylvania College, and by Superintendents H. Kain, of York county, 
A. D. Howe, of Clinton ; also Ex-superintendents Sheely and Wert, of 
this county. 

The institute was ftimished with very excellent music by the ^^ College 
Quintette," under the directorship of Mr. Ferdinand Peschau. 

Conclusion. — In concluding this report, and retiring from my official po- 
sition, which, though brief, has been pleasant, I would beg leave to return 
my sincere thanks to all those who have so kindly and generously assisted 
me in my work. 

1st. To the teachers of the county, for their hearty response to my call 
for the County Institute, making it a success— 4br their assistance in various 
parts of the county in District Institutes and educational meetings ; and 
finally, for their uniform kindness and courtesy toward me during my visita- 
tions, and at all other times. 

2d. To the press of the county, for their generous aid and numerous fa- 
vors in gratuitously publishing the proceedings of the County Institute ; 
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also the notices and proceedings of edaoational meetings and District Insti- 
tutes. 

3d. To the School Department, at Harrisburg, for its uniform kindness, 
assistance and instruction given me, daring my official term. 
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At the close of another year's work, we pause to note the progress and 
advancement made in our public schools. This will enable us to make, if 
necessary, improvements upon the past and so to raise to a still higher 
standard, public education in our county. Our people fhlly realize the fact, 
that the common schools are the only agency to depend upon for the edu- 
cation of the masses of the children ; consequently they demand a better 
class of teachers and a higher grade of schools. In proof of this, I may state 
that in a large number of districts many schools could not be opened at the 
regular time, for the want of a full corps of experienced and thoroughly edu- 
cated teachers. 

School Houses. — In no single year, for the past ten years, have we been 
able to report so many new school houses as in this one. Nineteen new 
houses were built during the year, viz : Allegheny city, Third ward, 1 ; Al- 
lentown, 1 ; Findley, 1 ; Forward, 1 ; Killbuck, 1 ; Mifflin, 1 ; Neville, 1 ; 
Patton, 2; South Pittsburg, 1, (not yet finished;) Union, 2; Mt. Wash- 
ington, 1 ; North Versailles, two ; Scott, 1 ; Yerona borough, 1, (first class 
two story building, cost $7,350.) 

Fifteen of these are first class houses, well located and neatly and sub- 
stantially built. The Allegheny Third ward school house is planned after 
the most approved model, and furnished with the best patent desks. I may 
say that the house, and all its arrangements are complete, and reflect great 
credit upon the liberal minded directors who have been struggling so long 
to secure more ample accommodations for the children of their ward. * The 
building was erected at a cost of $73,728, and will accommodate 600 pupils. 

The new house in Mt. Washington is a first class brick building, con- 
taining eleven school rooms and a large hall. The directors have long con- 
templated this improvement, and will receive the grateful thauk^ of the 
hundreds of children who are now provided with large and ample rooms. 

The two houses of Union are very good substantial firame buildings, with 
four rooms in each ; fhmiture is of the best and latest style. 

The houses in North Versailles were much needed. 

The one at Saltsburg is a substantial two story frame building, and will 
accommodate comfortably, one hundred and fifty children. The directors 
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have graded the schools, hence beneficial effects of having good school ac- 
commodations are being realized by the good people of Saltsborg. 

Point Pleasant house is the best single roomed building in the county, 
and is complete in almost everything pertaining to a school room. Size of 
house 44 by 36, with 14 feet ceiling ; wainscoted with alternate ash and 
walnut, with ceiling of white ash ; size of lot, one acre. The citizens who 
have largely contributed to the public funds, can justly feel proud of their 
school house. 

School Grounds. — Only a few of our school grounds are enclosed, or have 
any special care bestowed upon them. 

Apparatus. — Most all our school houses are supplied with maps, globes 
or astronomical charts^ We regret to say, however, that in some instances 
our teachers seldom, if ever, make any special use of them, so that for all 
practical purposes our houses might as well be without them. It is abso- 
lutely necessary that some of our teachers should awake to a proper appre- 
ciation of having such apparatus, and manifest it by their use of it. 

County Institute. — ^The annual County Institute was held in the city of 
Pittsburg, during the first week of April. It was a complete success. The 
attendance of teachers was very large, and the spacious hall of the Fourth 
ward school building was constantly crowded with teachers and citizens 
from all parts of the city and county. Much practical (rood has undoubt- 
edly been the result of this meeting. Prof. Monroe, of Boston, and Prof. 
Tappen, of Kennien Collie, Ohio, were our foreign instructors. 

Graded Sohoole. — There are but few graded schools in the rural dis- 
tricts. This, in some cases, arises from want of suitable buildings, and in 
others from a non-appreciation of the advantages of such schools. We take 
pleasure in adding to our former list of graded schools, the schools of Salts- 
burg, in North Versailles, and those of Crooked Run, in South Versailles, 
whiclv were graded during the past year. . 

Joint Institutes. — Of these we held fifteen, two days each, in different 
parts of the county ; all of them were well attended by citizens, teachers, and 
directors. These meetings are held to be among the best agencies for 
awakening a lively interest among the people on behalf of common school 
education. Owing to the multiplicity of official business devolving upon 
us, in a county such as ours, it was found to be very difficult to hold so 
many and attend to our other official duties. 

Obstacles in the way of Improvement. — 1. Irregularity of attendance. 2. 
Too short terms in rural districts. 3. Constant change of teachers in the 
rural districts. 4. Inadequate <iompensation paid to first class teachers. 

Examinations. — We held our usual number of public examinations. G reat 
interest was manifested by the directors and friends of education. We still 
adhere to the combined method of examination, viz : The oral and written, 
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deeming it necessary so as to test each applicant on certain studies by giv- 
ing the same questions to all, and thus bring out the full ability of all ex- 
amined. 

Visitations. — ^Every district in the county was visited, with three excep- 
tions, where the schools had closed before I could reach them. Improve- 
ments were quite noticeable in many schools in the way of better classifica- 
tion, and in the study of other branches than those prescribed by law. 

Wants. — 1. An increase of first class teachers. 2. A State Normal school 
for the professional training of our teachers. 3. A compulsory law requir- 
ing all children to attend school the minimum school term. On the first of 
these wants, I will only add a few remarks. 

Our teaching corps must be increased with more first class teachers. We 
do not mean by this, that we have not many first class teachers, men and 
women, who are the jewels of the profession, but we do say, that we have 
not enough of first or even second rate teachers, to fill all the schools of the 
county. This will not appear strange to those who reflect upon the nature 
of teaching. They will at once acknowledge that the principal object to be 
secured by teaching, is the systematic development and culture of the mind. 
Is not this one of the noblest works for which God has permitted man to 
struggle ? Is not the process by which this end can be attained of a char- 
acter so difficult, that none but the highest and best gifted intellects can 
fully comprehend, or the most skillful hand properly execute f Who can 
teach well that does not understand the relations of what he teaches ? Is 
he a suitable person to develop the human mind who knows little or nothing 
of its powers 7 What kind of work does a clumsy hand perform, when it 
touches the delicate threads which are interwoven with the spiritual life of 
the child ? I know of no place in which ignorance can do so much harm as 
in the school room ; and yet the idea seems to be in the mind of some, at 
least, of our school officers and citizens, that but little preparation is neces- 
sary for the teachers' work. 

For many years, institutions have been founded for the education of cler- 
gymen, lawyers and doctors ; even those who intend to engage in some me- 
chanical occupation have been compelled, from the earliest timea, to serye 
years of apprenticeship. But those who enter upon the important work of 
teaching and instructing the young, have been and are still allowed to do 
so with but comparatively little preparation for their great work. I ask 
how long will this be so t 

Conclusion, — I return my sincere thanks for the many kindnesses shown 
to me by the School Department, directors, teachers and friends of educa- 
tion. 
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ARMTSRONG COUNTY.— HooH M'Oandiess. 

* 

The whole number of school houses in the count j is 224 ; 218 frame, 3 
brick, 3 log* Nine have been built during the year, as follows : — ^Allegheny, 
one ; North Buffalo,, one ; Hovey, one ; Mahoning, one ; Manor, one ; Madi- 
son, two; Perry, one; Lawrenceburg, one. The new bouse in Lawrence- 
burg is a two-story building, with two rooms, well furnished, and in a pleas- 
ant place. Those of Allegheny, North Buffalo and Manor, are large booses, 
about 30 by 40, and 12 feet high, and are beautifully situated on lots one 
acre in size. AH the new houses are good substantial buildings, well suited 
for their purposes. The houses built a few years ago are nearly all too 
small. In the building of school houses, we are certainly making very 
rapid progress. All the houses are heated by the use of stoves, and there 
is no means of ventilation, f^xcept that furnished by doors and windows. 
A new district, named Lawrenceburg, has been formed from part of Hovey, 
making 34 in all. The houses are situated so that, perhaps, no child lives 
at a greater distance from school than a mile and a half. There are two 
hundred and forty-seven schools, thirty-six of which are graded ; the most 
of the schools are kept open but four or five months in the year, beginning 
about the 1st of November. In most of the schools are to be (ound a globe, 
out-lino maps, cubical blocks and cards ; and in some, in addition to these, 
astronomical charts. I am obliged to report but seven District Institutes 
for the last year. Very valuable instruction was given by Professors Al- 
len, Bailey and others at the County Institute, which was well attended, 
tlxough a number of our teachers were kept away on account of the preva- 
lence of small pox in some parts of the county. 

About the close of the schools this spring, an institute was held at Apollo 
by the teachers of Westmoreland and Armstrong counties. We have several 
first-class teachers ; most of our teachers, however, are young and inex- 
perienced ; others lack interest in the work and are retrograding, while but 
tew, if any, have resolved to make teaching their life-work. Of the two 
hundred and forty-seven teachers in the county, three held permanent, 
twelve professional, and two hundred and thirty-two provisional certificates, 
with an average grade of two and three-tenths. In order to render this last 
item intelligible, and at the same time show more fully the true condition of 
the schools, it seems necessary to give some account of the course pursued in 
granting certificates. None but plain questions, intended to test the appli- 
cants' knowledge of the principles of the branches, were asked. For example : 

I gave in written arithmetic, perhaps, one problem in compound num- 
bers, one in factoring, one in multiplication of fractions, one in division of 
fractions, one in multiplication or division of decimals, one or more in per- 
centage, one or more in cube or square root, and one in progression ; in 
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theory I asked one or more questions on hygiene, one or more on mental 
philosophy, one or more on school economy, and several on methods of in- 
struction, the questions heing varied from day to dpy ; the same cotrrse 
was pursued, as nearly as possihle, in all the hranches. The answers were 
partly written and partly oral. Having found the percentage of correctly 
answered questions upon the whole number asked on any branch, certifi- 
cates were made out as follows: — Forty per cent, was indicated by 3^, 
forty-five by 3 J, fifty by 3, and so on till ninety per cent, or upwards was 
reached, which was shown on the certificate by 1. All applicants who 
failed to answer correctly, at least forty per cent., in any branch, except 
history and theory, were rejected. Teachers were passed with 6 on history 
or theory, when they gave but one correct answer on the branch thus 
marked. 

By adhering to this rule eighty-nine, or a little more than one-fourth of 
the whole number examined, were rejected. As I knew nothing of the plan 
pursued by other Superintendents, I thought it best not to endorse certifi- 
cates from other counties; but at the close of the public examinations, it 
was found that there were not teachers enough to supply all the schools, 
and I therefore renewed some of last year's certificates, endorsed some 
from other counties, and issued a few of a very low grade. The schools 
could not all be supplied with teachers till in January. There is no appa- 
rent opposition to the public schools, while we have a large number of in- 
telligent men and women who are active supporters of the common school 
system. Progress may be seen in the demand for first-class teachers, in 
the increase of teachers' wages, and in the number and value of houses 
erected. What has now been written, taken in connection with the statisti- 
cal report for this year, is believed to be suflQcient to give a pretty correct 
idea of the condition of the public schools of this county, and it only re- 
mains for me to say what changes, in my humble opinion, would make the 
schools better. 

More apparatus, and especially paintings, specimens of the productions 
of different countries, &o., might be made very useful, but in order that 
apparatus may benefit a school, the teachers must know its value, hence 
schools should be well supplied with apparatus, only where it can be profi- 
tably used. 

Teachers should be instructed in the use of apparatus at our County In- 
stitutes. It seems worthy of note, that although we have made progress 
in some ways, the average length of school term was greater in 1861, than 
it was in 1871. The shortness of the school term is our greatest draw- 
back.; from it arise, either directly or indirectly, most of our difficulties, 
and while it remains what it is, it will be impossible to remove all the other 
defects of our schools. If we would make our schools what they ought to 
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be, we must give steady employment to our teachers. This could be dona 
now, if directors would employ but one teacher for two schools, keeping 
part of their schools closed while the others are in session; but, while I be< 
lievc the efficiency of the schools would thus be increased, I do not expect 
such a change as this ; and I would, therefore, favor the grantingof certifi- 
cates to none but competent teachers, and a modification of the school 
laws, so that directors who fail to keep their schools open the required num- 
ber of months in the year, on account of their inability to procure teachers, 
would not thereby forfeit their share of the State appropriation, provided 
that the average number of months taught, for two or more years, should 
not be less than the minimum prescribed by law. The clergy and the press 
are earnest in their support of the public schools. 



BEAVER COUNTY Geo. M. Fields. 

The views I had the honor of submitting to the Department, in my last 
annual report, with reference to teachers and their training, the necessity . 
of a District Normal school, the advantages to be derived from a county 
training school in the absence of the former, the establishment of a central 
high school as an adjunct to the several borough union schools, the district 
superintendency, and the importance of an educated directory, still remain 
unchanged, and are again respectfully pressed upon the attention of the 
friends of our common school system. 

At the beginning of the school year I had printed a statistical monthly 
report, which was placed in the hands of the teachers of the county. At 
the close of each school month a full report of the several schools of th« 
county was forwarded to my office, and a duplicate of the same placed in 
the hands of the secretaries of their respective districts. These reports 
were found valuable for the information which they furnished during the 
progress of the school term, and for the reliable statistical matter of each 
sub-school district. 

With but a few exceptions, the teachers employed gave very general sat- 
isfaction to the patrons of the schools. I have no hesitation in declaring 
that the standard of excellency in teaching and success in imparting in- 
struction, in the great majority of our schools, were in advance of any pre- 
vious year of my administration. All the children of the county, of school 
age, with the exception of a very limited percentage, (as the statistical table 
will show,) were the recijpients of school advantages. Little fault can be 
found with the educatiohal sentiment of the county, save a short-sighted 
penuriousness in the retention of successful teachers. Our people are so- 
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licitous ; nay, demand^ good schools — well taught schools — bat fail, in a 
pecuniary sense, to measure goodness in school affairs as^they would in 
other matters where they expect to be benefitted. 

The cause of education has met with a severe loss in the death of the 
Hon. Thomas Nicholson. Mr. N. was the first County Superintendent, and 
was intimately connected with the educational affairs of the county for the 
past half century. His was a life of usefulness and of honor. Els memory 
will J)e cherished as one of the leading spirits of school reform and official 
integiity. So conscientious was he in the discharge of all the important 
trusts committed to him, as a legislator, guardian of the State Treasury, 
and the numerous local positions which he filled, that his name became a 
synonym in the community in which he moved, and, indeed, th/oughout 
the State, for honest worth and probity of character. It is respectfully 
suggested, and confidently hoped, that when the monument which, by per- 
mission of the Legislature, will be erected on the capitol grounds at Har- 
risburg, in memory of those who hav« been distinguished in the establish- 
ment and building up of our noble school system, that the name of Thomas 
Nicholson, of Beaver county, will be found incribed among the educational 
worthies of the Commonwealth. 

The ^'Beaver College and Musical Institute," favorably noticed in former 
reports, was chartered at the last session of the Legislature, with full col- 
lege powers. The trustees are now engaged in making very extensive ad- 
ditions to the buildings, which, when completed, will be 1T4 feet in length 
by 74 in breadth. The president, R. T. Taylor, D. D., a practical teacher, 
is in hearty sympathy with the common school system, and we hail with 
gratitude the increased educational facilities which are to be placed in his 
hands. Many of our best teachers have been, to a greater or less extent, 
educated in this school, and we understand that it is the intention to open 
a^ special department for the instruction and training of teachers for their 
special work. This will, in some measure, supply the lack of a Normal 
school, which we have been unable hitherto to erect in this district. A few 
of the teachers of the county have attended the Normal schools of other 
districts, but for obvious reasons the great mass of our teachers will seek 
their preparation near their own homes, and it is a reason for congratula- 
tion that these superior advantages are to be brought within their reach. 

A careful examination of the statistical tables for the past three years 
will reveal the fact that more money has been expended in the erection of 
school houses ; more work accomplished in the interests of education, and 
more labor performed in the advancement of our schools, than in any pre- 
vious specified time since the organization of the County Superintendency. 

I am conscious that much more ought to haVe been accomplished ; never- 

» 

theless, I am proud of the record, and am desirous that it shall go down 
among the school annals of the county. 
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The office of County Superintendent is not a sinecure. It is burdened 
with Ifibor and responsibility. It demands a moral courage that will test 
the most courageous. It ought not to be regarded in the light of a mutual 
admiration society between the directory and that officer, nor a medium by 
which incompetency can lull to sleep the mental energies of eight thousand 
boys and girls of the county. It demands firmness in the discharge of 
plain duty ; a comprehensive knowledge of the work to be accomplished, 
and an ability and a willingness to perform it, even in the face of ignorance 
and euperciliousness. My successor will find the way clear for a manly 
and straightforward discharge of his onerous duties, and the satisfaction 
of knowing that he will be sustained by the enlightened educational senti- 
ment of the county. Any other course may, for the time being, seem a 
smooth and a popular one, but in the end will prove disastrous to the cause 
of education, and breed contempt for the office in the minds of those whose 
good opinions are valuable. 

If, during my administration, I have been instrumental in estranging the 
kindly feelings of any, and it would be strange if it were otherwise, all I 
can say is, that I regret it. To the School Department, and to the many 
friends from whom I have received so much kindness in all parts of th# 
county, I return my sincere thanks and grateful remembrances. 
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The annual statistical report, herewith submitted, was prepared with 
more than usual care. We expected at the time, to close our connection 
with the public schools of the county, and were more than ever anxious, 
that progressive directors should be shown the defects in our schools, 
through a carefully prepared table of statistics, in the hope^that they would 
speedily apply the remedy. Still sanguine in this hope, we submit it to 
their careful examination, and urge uj^on them to set about and bring our 
system of schools to a higher degree of perfection. 

We are told that the school directors are the "back bone" of our whole 
public school system. It was evidently intended that they should be, but 
many of them are so weak in (lie back that they have not strength sufficient 
to resign when they learn that they are totally unfit for the position to 
which they have been chosen ; yes, many of them have no ^^back 5one," and 
can, therefore, give no support to the system. We refer to such as are 
elected on pledges, that "they will reduce the wages of teachers;" that 
"they will oppose female teachers;" that "they will make the old houses 
do," and, that " they will break down these teachers' meetings." And to 
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still another, though a Bmaller class, we refer, yiz : To those who can neither 
read nor write ; for, unfortunately, we find, now and then, such an one in 
the school boards. It is not to any of these mentioned, that we present the 
statistics of the county, but to the true friends of common schools, found 
in every school board in our twenty-eight ; and of them we do ask that, 
during the coming school year, they neglect no official duty. 

The school year just ended, has been one of unusual trials. It opened 
with the brightest prospects, and promised rich fruit as a reward for labors 
well begun. But in the midst of our work, we were met by measles, scarlet 
fever, diphtheria, small-pox. Many of our schools were closed for weeks, 
some for months, and when they were re-opened, but a remnant, small in 
number, and broken down in spirit, returned. Liberty, Saxton, Goaldale 
and Broad Top were our greatest sufferers. At least one fifth of the school 
population of Liberty was swept away, and Baxton borough closed her 
schools at the end of four months, for the present year. In Broad Top the 
minimum term will not be reached until after the close of the school year. 

Bouses. — Eighteen new houses were built, at a cost, total, of $10,347. 
Of these, two were built in Bedford township ; two in Cumberland Valley ; 
one in Harrison; one in Londonderry; one in Napier; two in Middle 
Woodbury ; two in South Woodbury ; two in West Providence ; one in St. 
Clair; one in Union; one in Monroe; one in Broad Top, and one in Cole- 
rain. The house in Broad Top is one of the best country school houses in 
the county. It is of good size, being 25 feet wide, 3S feet long, and 12 feet 
from floor to ceiling. It can be thoroughly ventilated ; has a good^sized 
ante room ; is well furnished, and shows throughout that the directors built 
with a view to the future, as well as to the present wants of the district. 
With a single exception, all the houses, built during the year, were furnished 
with improved furniture. At the present rate of building, two more years 
will do away with all the houses marked ^^ unfit for use." With this fact in 
view, we now call the attention of directors to the items in our present sta- 
tistical report, where they will find that sixty-one houses are marked ^^ badly 
ventilated ;" one hundred and sixty-eight are without a suitable privy, and 
that forty-eight have injurious furniture. These evils should be remedied 
at once. No matter what amount of taxes you may assess and collect for 
school purposes ; no matter how careful you are in the choice of your teach- 
ers, and how imperative you make the duty to have the Bible read daily in 
such buildings, you look in vain for success to your schools, so long as 
these crying evils exist. Let there be more thorough ventilation ; put bet- 
ter furniture in these forty-eight school rooms, and build out-houses, then, 
with the other efforts now put forth, you may reasonably look for good re- 
sults, but not until then. But more than this. Forty-three houses are re- 
ported without apparatus worth mentioning. Only forty-two schools, out 
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of two hundred and eighteen open daring the year, were well supplied with 
apparatus. In twenty-six the apparatus was increased. We send too many 
workmen into the field of labor without the proper implements. We want 
more globes, out-line maps, charts, &c., to work with. 

Schools. — The number of graded schools — ^fifleisn — did not increase dur- 
ing the year. These are becoming more popular each year, and several 
districts are taking the initiatory steps toward opening graded schools dur- 
ing the coming year. The higher branches were taught in thirty-seven of 
our schools, and vocal music, that much needed study, was regularly taught 
in thirty-three. 

No change was made in text-books. Our series is uniform in two hun- 
dred and fifteen out of two hundred and eighteen schools, and no change 
is desired in this particular. The Bible was daily read, in class or by the 
teacher, in one hundred and ninety-seven schools. 

Examinations. — Twenty-five public and five private examinations were 
held. One hundred and thirteen directors attended these. Two hundred 
and twenty-six provisional and five professional certificates were issued. 
Twenty-seven applicants were rejected for want of scholarship, and six cer- 
tificates were renewed. Average grade of certificate 1.95. 

Teachers. — About the usual number of new teachers were employed, and 
this will ever be the case until we have a longer school term and higher 
wages, or until we have a profession. We are, through force of circum- 
stances, compelled to employ too many girls, whose only credentials are, 
that they are above work in the kitchen, and can spell, read, write and 
^'cipher" a little, and are cheap ; or boys who are too weak to work, and 
are, therefore, quartered in the school room for the winter months. The 
older teachers, and, especially those who have taught more than five years, 
with a few exceptions, did good work ; but many of the younger ones barely 
got through. We long for the time when teachers, one and all, will be so 
fitted for their work, that it xoill be an honor to be called a common school 
teacher,, 

Visitations. — ^We made two hundred and forty visits to schools, at an 
average length of two hours to each visit. AH the schools but eleven were 
reached. These were in the districts in w]^ich scarlet fever and small-pox 
prevailed, and were, consequently, closed when I was in the districts. Forty, 
three directors accompanied me, and I met two hundred and eight patrons 
in the schools. I found during these visits that one hundred and thirty- 
three schools were regularly visited by directors, and one hundred and four 
by patrons. Would that every pairon felt suflQcient Interest in his school 
to visit it at least once a month. How much closer this would draw the 
ties existing among teachers, patrons and pupils ; and what untold good 
would result. 
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Tbirty-fonr educational meetings were held during the winter months. 
The object of these was mainly to create a greater school interest in the 
coanty ; to point out the leading defects in each school district, as found 
upon visiting the same, and to suggest remedies. What good was done 
time alone will telL 

Private fifcAooZs.— Seventeen of these were open during the year, employ 
itig twenty-four teachers. Nine hundred and eighty children attended. We 
are glad to note the fact, that now, but few houses are granted parties for 
private schools, who do not first present proper credentials. 

The County Normal school was again liberally supported, and the County 
Teachers' Convention was a perfect success. It was conducted by Prof. J. 
B. Waugh, Miss Emma Garfield, Amos Stevens, the popular manipulator of 
crayon, J. M. Reynolds and J. H. Jordan, Esqs. 

Conclimon. — As before stated, we made as careful a collection of statis- 
tics as circumstanoes allowed, and one of the sad features therein presented, 
is that one hundred and three children were fonnd who do not attend any 
schooL What an element thi9 will throw into the body politic of this 
county*within the next few years. We know this is a free country, but 
though it be free, no man has a right to thrust upon it a family of ignorant 
children. To a certain extent, these children do belong to the Common- 
wealth, for it assumes the responsibility of them, after they become men 
and women, when that of their parents ceases, and hence, she has the right 
to see that they are prepared for the responsibilities which the attainment 
of majority brings. How necessary that the State see that they become 
useful citizens, instead of vagrants or criminals. We trust the time is not 
far distant when our State will take vigorous measures to see that every 
child receives the benefits of at least an elementary education. A well- 
known educator forcibly says : ^^ Ignorance is the parent of vice, the op- 
ponent of progress, the bane of the republic, a destroying element in so- 
ciety, the precursor of death and decay. Has society no power to protect 
itself f Has the republic no right to live t Shall she continue to nurse in 
her bosom the viper which will one day sting her to death t If these ques- 
tions Are not answered by the representatives of the people, answered by 
the enactment of wise and just laws providing for the education of all the 
children of the nation, the future historian will answer them for us, when 
he portrays the downfall of a once mighty nation, which forgot its origin, 
derided its destiny, sold its birthright, and ended its career in shame and 
race." 



/ 
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BERKS.— D. B. Bbunnsb. 

School Houses. — Ten new houses have been built this year — one in Bethel, 
one in Bern, one in Brecknock, one in Centre, two in Lower Heidelberg, 
one in Long Swamp, one in Maiden Creek and one in Union. These are 
durable, convenient and comfortable houses. The lots are elevated and of 
the proper size. The internal arrangement of the houses is excellent, and 
the furniture suitable and adopted to the size of the pupils* There are 
very few first-class school houses in the rural districts, though some might 
be made such with a little expense and repairing. A large class of the 
school houses will answer for a shift, until better ones can be built, but 
there are many in the county which are unfit for use, and should be re-built 
at once. They are generally the oldest houses, often badly ventilated, and 
in many cas^s have very little or no play ground. 

Apparatus, — The new school houses are all supplied with a large black- 
board surface, and some of the most essential apparatus. Probably ten 
might be deemed well supplied with apparatus, while about fifty are with- 
out apparatus worth mentioning. 

School Visitation by Directors and Parents. — One of the most desirable 
things I would like to report, is punctual school visitation by directors and 
parents. Such visitation is invariably indicative of good order, harmony 
between parents, teachers and children, and in all cases makes a school 
more prosperous. It would afford me much gratification to be able to re- 
port that this was general throughout the county. Only a few boards are 
in the habit of visiting their schools regularly, and these are of the most 
orderly and successful ones in the county. The majority of the boards of 
directors visit their schools monthly, whilst a few never think of visiting, 
unless they are called to a school to settle some difficulty. 

Parents are not indifferent about the education of their children, but 
they are reckless in visiting them in their schools. 

Keystone Normal School. — The Normal school was not as successful, fo 
several years, as the friends of education desired, owing to some dissen- 
sions which have all been settled, and all parties have been reconciled by 
calling Rev. A. R. Home, of Williamsport, to the principalship. This gave 
a new impulse to the institution, and brought in many who have the pro- 
fession of teaching in view. Prof. Home is a man of large experience, well 
qualified for the position, aad has the universal confidence of the teachers 
and citizens of the county. The other professors and instructors are ener- 
getic laborers, and in connection with the principal, constitute an excellent 
faculty. The Normal school accomplished much good in the past, but 
under its present organization and management, it is destined to accom- 
plish much more, and is deserving of the undivided support of the entire 
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Normal school district. There are many teachers in this county whose quali- 
fication falls short of the required standard ; to these, and all others, I 
heartily recommend the Keystone Normal school, and earnestly entreat 
them to go there, and prepare themselves well, before they enter the school 
room to teach. 

I also recommend the Educator and Pennsylvania School Journal to 
teachers. Every teacher should read these periodicals. 



BLAIR COUNTY.— John B. Holland. 

Notwithstanding many obstacles in the way of improvement. It is claimed 
that during the past year we have steadily and surely moved onward in 
our great work of education by common schools. 

Among the evidences of educational progress, we record the erection of 
six new school houses, of which two were built in Blair township, two in 
Huston and two in Greenfield. Others are also now in course of construc- 
tion in various portions of the county. This, in connection with the in- 
crease of school term in a number of districts, the advance in teachers' sala- 
ries, the interesting and enthusiastic County Institute, the large attendance 
of directors and citizens at the teachers' examinations, and the lively inter- 
est manifested in all the exercises, constitute data, which indicate a con- 
tinued growth and development of our system of public instruction. 

Houses, — The new school houses erected during the year, are all credi- 
table buildings, well adapted to the purposes for which they were designed. 
From present indications, it is fair to presume, that not many years hence, 
all our eight by ten school houses yet found in some of the rural districts, 
as well as many other inferior structures in town and village, will give 
place to commodious, convenient and comfortable buildings, suited in every 
respect to the proper development of both mind and body. 

Schools, — Our schools during the past year gave more general satisfac- 
tion than during cither of the preceding two years. A new school was es- 
tablished in Huston township, and the school at Fredericksburg was graded. 
One new school was also established in Blair township, one in Greenfield 
and one in Logan. 

School Term In Huston township, Woodbury, Catharine (Independent 

district) and Tyrone borough, the school term was increased one month, 
and it is confidently expected that other districts, whose terms are much be- 
yond the minimum time required by law, will soon follow their example. 

flfaZary.— It is gratifying to note the growing disposition in many places 
to increase the salary of competent teachers. In Antis township, a premium 
2 School Bkp. 
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of ten dollars per month is paid to teachers who render fall satisfaction ; 
the measure of their success being determined by close supervision upos 
the part of the directors. Tyrone township, to some extent, pursues the 
same policy. In Allegheny, Taylor, North Woodbury and Huston, the 
salary is based upon the grade of the certificate, and in addition to this, ex- 
cepting Allegheny, a premium from one to three dollars per month is paid 
for number one, in the practice of teaching. 

Wherever a proper reward has been placed upon merit, but little trouble 
has been experienced in securing the services of competent teachers. Ne 
argument, however, would seem necessary to prove the wisdom of any 
plan which distinguishes between merit and incompetency. 

Examinations, — The public examinations were largely attended, and more 
than ordinary interest was manifested in all the various exercises. One 
hundred and five male, and fifty-eight female applicants were examined, 
and five males and six females were rejected. At eighteen examinations, 
one hundred and seven directors, and more than five hundred spectators, 
were present. 

Under the wide range of the term ''physical geography," all applicants 
were required to pass examination in general information. This new feature 
has been instrumental in doing much good, by awakening an interest in other 
important studies outside of the rule of mental arithmetic and cyphering. 

It is believed that if more attention were given to the physical sciences, 
such as can be comprehended by any child, and taught, if necessary, with- 
out a book, by familiar explanations of the works of nature around and 
about us, our schools would be rendered more attractive and pleasant, and 
a spirit of inquiry and independent research would be aroused amoug the 
pupils, rendering them eventually men and women of broad and compre- 
hensive views, whose whole nature would receive a much higher degree of 
culture, than by over exertion in the sole pursuit of a few of the less invit- 
ing and less important studies. 

Visitations, — Contrary to expectation, the usual number of visits were 
made. As all the schools in the county cannot be visited twice during the 
term, it was proposed to visit each school but once, and to devote the re- 
mainder of the time to holding joint District Institutes, and other edaca- 
tional meetings. The adoption of this plan, however, after due considera- 
tion, was deemed piemature. The public mind does not yet appear to be 
fully educated up to the belief, that teachers should spend a portion of 
their time in self-improvement, at the expense of the district. And until 
directors can be induced to allow teachers the time, while attending these 
branch institutes, such meetings must, in a measure, prove abortive. 

Seven educational meetings were held in different portions of the county, 
Jind one branch institute for the townships of Greenfield, Freedom, Taylor, 
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Blair and Juniata was convened at East Freedom. The exercises were 
spirited and profitable. 

County Inatitule. — Our County Institute held at Martinsburg was char- 
acterized by an unusual degree of harmony, interest and enthusiasm, and 
was also most eminently practical — (n short, a grand success. No foreign 
instructors were employed, and with the exception of the very valuable as- 
sistance rendered by Profs. Cort and Sykes, of the Collegiate Institute, the 
exercises were conducted from day to day by the teachers, to whom much 
honor is due. 

Directors' day, looked forward to with eager anticipation, proved equal 
to our most sanguine expectations, the merest synopsis of which would be 
entirely oo voluminous for the limited space here allowed. Among the 
directors who deserve honorable mention for their active participation in 
the exercises, are Hon. John M. Oibboney, of Allegheny township ; Maj. J. 
D. Leet, of HoUidaysburg borough ; John Earlenbaugh, of Taylor district, 
and Hon. Samuel M'Camant and Rev. J. L. Holmes, of Tyrone borough, 
and others. 

It may be said just here, that gross injustice has been done to teachers, 
directors and others, who took part in the exercises of the institute, by the 
much condensed and inaccurate report of the proceedings as published in 
"pamphlet form. 

Other Agencies. — Our seminaries and other private institutions of learn- 
ing, while accomplishing much good in their sphere, do not, as a general 
thing, afford that special training which is necessary to prepare teachers 
as successful instructors in our common schools. A knowledge, merely of 
the branches required to be taught, does not, in itself, constitute the teacher. 
Few persons, how great soever their literary acquirements, at once attain 
no distinction in this field of labor, without some special prepration for the 
business, either by normal training in the theory of teaching, or by the per- 
sonal application to, and long experience in the profession. 

The attorney and the physician, though possessing the same amount of 
general culture^ and having attained to the same degree of proficiency in 
all that constitute the higher education, certainly could not exchange posi- 
tions, without great detriment to their respective professions. Education, 
in its widest sense does, doubtless, render its possessors capable of filling 
any position in life, though it is feared that few, even with the advantages 
of the most liberal culture, can justly claim such an extended range of 
knowledge. 

The Press. — This powerful agency has manifested due concern in the 
welfare of our schools, and has rendered efiScient service in the cause of 
popular education. 

Obstacles. — The obstacles in the way of improvement, referred to in pre- 
vious reports, still exist to some extent, and need not again be stated.— 
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Though, in addition to those heretofore enumerated, there are other impedi- 
mcuts no less potent in their pernicious tendencies — one of which is the 
want of a proper appreciation of our common schools upon the part of 
those whose influence, if properly directed, would go far toward creating a 
healthy public sentiment in favor of the ^' People's Colleges." 

While there are not, at the present day, any manifestations of open oppo- 
sition to our system of public instruction, there is, nevertheless, a latent 
disposition upon the part of too many, to disparage in relation to its efii- 
cieijc>, and to underrate the value of any knowledge which may have been 
acquired by such humble means. Our schools are not common^ because of 
their inferiority or insignificance, but because they are general — the com-' 
mon property of all. 

Those who '^ despise the day of small things,'' seem to ignore the fact, 
that thorough elementary instruction is the basis upon which all higher edu- 
cation must rest. The ungraded country schools are not expected to sup- 
ply the place of colleges and universities, tliough it is believed that, when- 
Kjver proper grades can be established, the common schools will eventually 
afford all the advantages of the most liberal instruction, as the legitimate 
lesult and natural outgrowth of this noble system of free education. 

Despite the alleged inefiElciency in the practical workings of onr system 
of public instruction, and the many real hindrances which tend to retard* 
the advancement of popular education, there is, as already intimated in this 
report, abundant evidence that much genuine progress is being made. The 
public mind has been aroused. Many are inquiring how we can best pro- 
mote the efficiency of our schools, and bring within their reach and infla- 
ence all classes and coiiditions of mankind; believing that education is not 
alone for the privileged few ^ but that we must educate the whole people j as 
the only palladium of our civil and religious liberty. 

In conclusion^ I hereby tender my sincere thanks to numerous friends, 
for their continued kindness and hospitality, and for the renewal of confi- 
dence, in again placing me at the head of the common school interests of 
of the county. 
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Educational Progress. — We have had, during the past school year, many 
of the outward manifestations of educational prosperity. Our public edu- 
cational meetings have been largely attended ; the teachers have, as a rule, 
displayed increased zeal in the discharge of their professional duties, and 
a healthy public sentiment seems to pervade all classes with reference to 
the benefits of the school system. 
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The usual number of new houses have been built, the Union graded build- 
ing at East Smithfield having been con^pleted and in successful operation 
since October last, with an attenilance of nearly two hundred pupils. The 
house is of modem style of architecture ; is provided with necessary appa- 
ratus, and with seating of approved pattern. The school marks a new era 
in the locality which it is designed to accommodate, and is a fair illustra- 
tion of what might be accomplished in almost every township in the county. 

Work has already been commenced on the graded school building to be 
erected in Towanda borough. It is to be a substantial brick edifice, and 
is expected to be in readiness for school purposes by September, 1873. The 
old site having been deemed quite objectionable, on account of location and 
size of lot ; a new one has been secured of liberal dimensions, and whose lo- 
cation is all that could be desired. 

It is believed that a sentiment now exists in most of the thickly set'^ed 
localities favorable to the erection of graded school buildings, and the time 
cannot be far distant when the children of the whole county will be afforded 
all the facilities for acquiring an education which it is the design of the 
school system to supply. 

Nor is there any reasonable doubt, but that within*a very few years the 
character of our schools has greatly improved. Not only have additional 
branches been introduced, but owing to the adoption of improved methods 
of instruction, much greater proficiency is now attained than formerly in 
the branches pursued. 

We have a unifortnity of text-books ; the scholars are classified, and all 
of the same, or nearly the same advancement, requirtrd to pursue a certain 
course of study, and that systematically ; some of the more necessary kinds 
of apparatus, such as black-boards, ouMine maps, globes, &c., can now be 
found in nearly every school house, while the houses themselves, their lo- 
cation and style of architecture, such as to cultivate the {esthetic natures of 
the pupils, are generally models of comfort and convenience. And so we 
might multiply the evidences of progress, and which must be apparent to 
the most casual observer, but enough has been adduced for our purpose. It 
cannot be denied that the continued prosperity of our country is in direct 
ratio to, and dependent upon our development educationally, and that those 
countries will develop in their material interest most rapidly, where the cul- 
tivation of the mind is most carefully attended to. And on the other hand, 
it would require no great effort of the imagination to see our educational 
progress sufficiently attested by the rapid and uniform development of our • 
country, almost every hill-side and valley echoing with the hum of industry, 
from the clanging hammer to the heavy tread of the iron horse. 

Educated labor is what will build up, and beautify, and bless any and 
every country under the sun, whether its energies are directed to thejcon- 
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struction of avenues of intercommunication, the building of factories, or the 
cultivation of the soil, making it '' bud and blossom as the rose." 

Educational work done by Superintendent. — Thirty-eight public and th« 
usual number of private examinations were held, attended by over six hun- 
dred applicants, five hundred of whom received certificates ; held a three 
weeks' County Teachers' Institute ; spent seven months in visiting schools ; 
attended the State and County Teachers' associations, also the conven- 
tion of County Superintendents at Harrisburg, besides performing a large 
amount of miscellaneous business connected with the superintendency. 

In a county of nearly four hundred schools, and embracing a territory 
of almost twelve hundred square miles, a Superintendent, never so ener- 
getic and persevering, can accomplish but a small fraction of the work to 
be done, and after a year's effort, instead of a sense of satisfaction at the 
amount accomplished, he feels like commiserating himself over the amount 
not accomplished. School supervision and the examination of teachers in 
a large county never can be attended to with that care and discrimination 
which their importance demands, and just in proportion as these two items 
of a Superintendent's duties are from their magnitude, but indifferently per- 
formed, in just that proportion will the system be shorn of the benefits 
which it is designed to confer. 

Educational work done by other Agencies, — There were three sessions of 
the County Teachers' Iijstitute, of a week each, and held at Canton, Tow- 
anda and Herrick, respectively. 

Profs. F. A. Allen, of Mansfield, and J. W. Shoemaker, of Philadelphiai 
were regularly employed as instructors, and contributed largely to the suc- 
cess which all agreed the institute achieved. 

Hon. J. P. Wickersham, Superintendent of Common Schools, and Hon. 
Geo. Landon, Rev. J. S. Stewart and Col. V. E. Piollet, of our own county, 
delivered eloquent addresses, to large and appreciative audiences in the 
evening. 

We were alsc assisted by prominent teachers in the county, as well as by 
influential and public spirited gentlemen in the localities in which the sev- 
eral sessions were held. 

About four hundred teachers were in regular attendance, while large as- 
semblages of citizens generally were present at the evening exercises, and 
judging from the interest manifested throughout, by both teachers and spec- 
tators, it is believed that the institute was in no small degree promotive of 
the educational prosperity of the county. 

The sessions of the County Teachers' association have been characterized 
by a gratifying attendance during the year, not only on the part of teach- 
ers, but by citizens generally. lis discussions have been upon subjects of 
vital importance to the success of the school system, and have been con- 
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dacted with marked earnestnees and ability, while the addresses and essays 
have taken advanced ground and if duly heeded cannot but result in mani- 
l^t advantage to the schools. 

The Union graded schools of Troy and Canton, have had another year of 
prosperity. The attendance has steadily increased, and additional appa- 
ratus has been secured from time to time. Profs. H. H. Hutton and H. C 
Moyer, respectively, are the principals, and they have furnished abundant 
evidence of their fitness for their positions. 

The Susquehanna Collegiate Institute, located at Towanda, is still under 
the eflScient management of Profs. G. W. Ryan and E. E. Qulnlan. 

Select or Normal schools have also been in successful operation in vari- 
ous parts of the county, and have done a valuable work in their respective 
localities. 

The press,- also, is a most valuable auxiliary to our educational agencies, 
and performs a work without which all the other efforts put forward would 
fall far short of accomplishing their legitimate results. 

And to the clergy of the county, much praise is due for the hearty co- 
operation which they extend to every enterprise, having for its object the 
promotion of popular education. The teacher, the editor and the divine 
must co-operate ; the success of the one is auxiliary to, and dependent upon 
the success of the other ; their efforts, properly directed, tend to the same 
great end and must stand or fall together. 

Obataclea in the way of Improvement — Without stopping to particularize, 
having referred to the obstacles somewhat in detail in a previous report, I 
will merely remark, in a general way in conclusion, that it seems to be a 
law more or less embracing, that no great good can be accomplished with- 
out corresponding effort ; that whatever is truly valuable, must be pur- 
chased with a price, bequests and legacies rarely benefiting their recipients. 
The liberties of a people are born amid the thunders and lightnings of revo- 
lution ; that the world might have light, it was necessary that men, capable 
of conceiving and daring to utter great truths, should be consigned to dun- 
geons, and even now vigorous attempts at improvement, whether of an in- 
tellectual, moral, social or material tendency, only provoke corresponding 
opposition. 

That a school system, having in hand the gigantic work which ours seeks 
to perform, tl^e elevation, intellectually, of a whole State, should escape op- 
position, should not find its way hedged about with obstacles was hardly 
to be expected, however much desired. That it has met with obstacles, and 
downright opposition, is true ; that the opposition has been overcome, and 
the obstacles in great measure surmounted, is equally true. 

It would not be intimated, that in this county serious opposition to the 
school system is manifested, or that obstacles of great magnitude have to be 
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contended with, and yet it must be admitted that many cling tenacioaslj 
to old ideas ; regard innovations with needless saspicion ; insist that school 
houses, books, methods and all, must be conformed to ancient usages, for- 
getful that improvement is the watch- word of the age. It only remains for 
those to whom is committed the work of educating the youth, to enter upon 
their duties with fresh courage, assured that they who persevere unto th« 
end, their cause being just, shall finally wear the victor's crown. 
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The monthly reports, forwarded to the Department, have given a svDOp- 
sis of the principal features of the educational work of our county during 
the year. In reviewing; this work, there can be seen a marked advance in 
some quarters, but, unfortunately, the forward movement has not beeB 
along the whole line. The districts deserving notice for progress made, 
are Bensalem, Bristol borough, Doylestown borough, Doylestown township, 
Haycock, Hiljtown, Upper Makefield, Lower Makefield, Middletown, Mil- 
ford, New Britain, Newtown borough, Northampton, Plumstead, Richland, 
Rockhill, Solebury, Tinicum, Tinicum (Independent) and Wrightstown. — 
If we had attained the ultimate point of educational development, the emi- 
nently conservative course of many of our districts would be deserving of 
all praise, but where so much needs to be done in behalf of the publit 
schools, a satisfied stand-still policy will soon give shape to positive retro- 
gression. Still, it is thought that the results obtained, will compare very 
favorably with the work of previous years. A resume of what has been 
done, with some comments, is herewith submitted : 

A convention of school directors was held at Doylestown the first week 
of the year, to discuss questions of school policy. The attendance was 
good. Resolutions were adopted favoring the establishment of District 
Superintendencies, the grading of teachers' salaries, the purchase, by dis- 
trict authorities, of all text-books used, the re-organization of teachers' in- 
stitutes, and a change of time from June to September, for the commence- 
ment of the school year. A resolution advocating compulsory attendance 
at school was defeated. The work of the convention, though not supple- 
mented by a general practical adoption of the resolutions discussed, was 
yet valuable in indicating the sentiment of those present upon the abstract 
questions involved, and in drawing public attention to vital subjects affect- 
ing school interests. School officers need to compare views with regard to 
their duties, the work to be done, and methods of action. 
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Local Supervinon. — The schools of Bristol borough, Bensalem, Lower 
Hakefield, Newtown borough, Northampton and Warrin^on, were visited 
by one member of their respective boards in the capacity of District Super- 
intendent. In Lower Makefield, where a former excellent teacher performed 
the duty, the results were especially good. 

Grading Salaries. — Richland and Solebury were the only districts that 
graded the salaries of teachers according to quali fications. The experience, 
in both districts, has been such as to vindicate fully the wisdom of the 
plan when fairly tried. My belief in the necessity, both of local super- 
vision and grading salaries, has been strengthened by the year's experience. 

New Houses. — New houses wereerectud in the following districts : — Bris- 
tol township, 1 ; Buckingham, 1 ; Doylestown township, 2 ; Hilltown, 2 ; 
Milford, 2 ; New Britain, 1 ; Newtown boiough, 1 ; Nockamixon, 1 ; North- 
ampton, 1 ; Tinicum, 1 ; Wrightstown, 1. Plumstead raised one house 
another story, making it suitable for two schools. With two exceptions, 
these are good houses, but the somewhat strict rulings of the Department 
in regard to first class houses, finds them all deficient in some particulars, 
and prevents their being included in that class. 

Considering the whole number of houses in each district, we find the 
greatest number of poor school buildings in Lower Makefield, Bedminstcr, 
Rockhill, Wrightstown, Uilltown, Bensalem, New Britain, Tinicura and Mil- 
ford. In addition to these, Bristol township, Buckingham, Upper Make- 
field, Newtown township, Nockamixon, Richland, Springfield and Warwick, 
have each one or more houses unfit for use. 

Furniture. — Improved furniture was put into all but two of the new 
buildings, and into three houses in Rockhill, two in Solebury and one in 
Hajcock. Uncomfortable and, in fact, injurious furniture is found in ninety- 
four schools, the most of it belonging to Solebury, Buckingham, Plumstead, 
Bedminster, New Britain, Hilltown, Milford, Upper Makefield and Lower 
Makefield. 

Apparatus. — The schools of Middletown, Northampton and New llope, 
were furnished with out-line maps, and those of Upper Makefield with Web- 
ster's Unabridged Dictionary. Twenty- six schools, in other districts, in- 
creased their stock of apparatus, in many cases through the laudable efiV)rts 
of their teachers Plumstead, Doylestown township and Wrightstown , have 
no apparatus worth mentioning. 

Term and Salary. — The school term was increased in length two months 
in Tinicum and Tinicum, (Ind.,) and one month in New Britain ; and short- 
ened one month in Bristol township and Springfield. The latter district 
had first determined to add one month to the term, but finally concluded to 
recede instead of advancing. The salaries, in several districts, have been 
advanced. No material reduction has been made, except in Bristol town- 
ship and Durham, where the consequent results have not been flattering. 
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Graded Schools. — Two schools were graded, during the year, in Hay- 
cock, one in Newtown borough, two in Piumstead and two in Soleburj. — 
There is, herewith reported, a present need for twenty-nine more such 
schools. Probably more reluctance is manifested towards taking the pro- 
per steps for improvement on this important point of school economy, than 
on any other. 

We have done but little looking towards the establishment of township 
high schools ; Lower Makefield promises to pioneer the movement, by pro- 
viding opportunities for higher instruction to all the children of the dis- 
trict. The board, feeling the necessity of making some such provision, 
called a meeting of the citizens in May. This meeting advised them to pro- 
ceed in the erection of a suitable building. They will carry the project 
into execution. Their action in the matter, commendable as it is, will be at 
once an example and an encouragement to other districts. 

Seminaries — We have several excellent and thriving private seminaries. 
The number has received an addition by the opening, in April, of the Lin- 
den Female Seminary. It is located at Doylestown, and is under the charge 
of H. H. Hough, A. M., and Rev. L. C. Shcip, A. M. 

Institutes. — Institute work accomplished much better results than during 
the preceding year. The large percentage of rejections, at the examina- 
tions, was made necessary by the failure of many applicants to properly 
prepare themselves, and by the very general neglect, on the part of those 
who had been teaching, to avail themselves of the means of professional 
culture. It is expected that the coming examinations will develop, in some 
quarters at least, greater proficiency in the branches taught, and clearer 
views in regard to methods. If so, the improvement will be the result, in 
a large degree, of the active participation by some teachers in institutes. 

The County Institute was unusually successful. The attendance of teach- 
ers was better than ever before. This result may be largely attributed to 
the fact, that the time was more generally given by the several school boards 
than heretofore. Districts, aggregating twenty-five schools, that never be- 
fore gave any time, allowed the entire week. The teachers of seventy-five 
other schools were allowed an increase, some of three days, others of two 
days. Our corps of instructors and lecturers comprised Hon. E. £. White, 
Miss Flora T. Parsons, Professors Edward Burke, J. W. Shoemaker, W. W. 
Woodruff and Ueury Harding, Prest. W. C. Cattell, Rev. A. A. Willets,D. D. 
and Daniel Dougherty, Esq. The instruction given had reference mainly 
to school management, and methods of primary instruction. Mojit of the 
teachers took full notes of the exercises. It was urged that these notes 
should receive a careful review in subsequent meetings of the several Dis- 
trict Institutes, which was done in some instances, though not so generally 
as we hope will hereafter be the case. The exercises of a County Institute 



BUCKS COUNTY. 27 

should be full of suggestions, opening up new lines of thought, which 
should be developed, on the part of teachers, by class-drills and discussions 
amongst themselves. 

Our only local institute was held at Newtown the last week in March, 
continuing five days. Although an experiment, yet in the attendance, in- 
tei-est and results obtained, it was entirely successful. One session was 
devoted to exercises connected with the formal opening of the new school 
building erected in the borough. The efforts of Professors F. A. Allen, E. 
H. Cook, W. W. Woodruff, Dr. Franklin Taylor and Gen. Davis, in making 
the institute a success, were appreciated. It is through this medium that 
the people can best be reached, and their interest enlisted in the vital edu- 
cational questions of the day. The subject will claim more of our atten- 
tion during the year. 

In regard to District Institutes, we can show a more gratifying record 
than was presented a year ago. Institutes were held in twenty districts 
during all or a portion of the year. In nine of these an organization was 
effected, and meetings held without reference to any assistance from the 
school board. Recognition and aid were, however, afterwards extended in 
two cases. Though necessarily imperfect in its operations, this agency has 
made itself felt upon the schools in many quarters. Sixteen visits to meet- 
ings held in different districts, aided to convince me of the value of Dis- 
trict Institutes, when managed with energy, and marked in their work by 
the proper spirit. It is thought that their greatest need is a presiding offi- 
cer who can give them system and character by his knowledge, as District 
Superintendent, of the necessities of individual teachers, and the wants of 
their schools. 

In view then,' of the necessity for more familiarity with their work by 
tethers, and a heartier interest by the people in popular education, our in- 
stitute system becomes an important feature in educational effort. We hope 
to ffive some prominence to this branch of our work during the next year. 

Some statistics in regard to official labors are given in the accompanying 
report. In the performance of the duties of the office, three hundred and 
eighty-seven letters were written, and three thousand six hundred miles 
traveled. 

In conclusion, my acknowledgments are tendered to the press, to direc- 
tors, teachers and citizens generally, for the kindness, counsel and support 
that have been so generously extended. Their assistance is asked in the 
effort to re^in whatever of good has been accomplished, and to secure still 
broader re 
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In transmitting this my third annual report, I am happy to be able, In 
•ome respect at least, to give a cheering account of educational matters In 
our county. We had two hundrei and twenty schools in operation last 
year, without one entire failure, though some thirty were not far from being 
•o. In some districts where fair wages were paid, I found the schools doing 
well — parents, teacher, pupil and director, all working together harmoni- 
ously and intelligently in the good work of education. Our approximate 
failures were all, or nearly all, in districts where low wages were paid ; and 
I find it to be true, that though unworthy teachers may sometimes receive 
good wages, a small salary will not secure the services of a good teacher. 
Teachers generally evince a desire to qualify themselves to do their work 
well. This we see from an increased attendance at institutes, and at high 
schools and academies in the county, and also at State Normal schools. 

Directors, in building houses, very generally are governed by the imme- 
diate wants of the district, and consequently in a few years the houses are 
too small. Some of the houses built during the past year are large enough, 
and one in Portersville borough, a first-class house. 

Work done by Superintendent, — I spent two hundred and twenty-one 
days, traveled two thousand four hundred snd ten miles, visited all the 
schools in the county once, but two, and some twice ; examined three hun- 
dred £ind sixty-seven applicants, and granted two hundred and seventy-six 
provi&ioual certificates, wrote three hundred and three official letters. 

District Institutes were kept up in a few districts, these were well at- 
tended by teachers, directors and citizens, and had a good infiuence on the 
progress of tbe schools. Schools in districts where institutes were/main- 
tained, made much better progress than they did where such was not the 
cas(\ 

Our County Institute was a success, having a larger number of teachers 
in attendance than ever before, and I feel assured that these institutes, if 
properly nmnagcd, are a power tor good, and I would insist on measures 
being taken to secure as nearly as possible, tbe presence of all the teachers 
at these annual meetings. I am not in favor of '^ too much law," yeX I think 
something might be done to increase attendance on institutes, by way of 
legal ena' tinent. 

Our county is increasing in wealth rapidly ; some districts in the north« 
eastern part have doubled, or perhaps trebled in value during the last year, 
owin^ to the discovery of " oil," in these parts. This is well, but I am 
fiony to s:iy that our cduL-aiioual interests are not keeping pace with our 
pecuniary affairs. Many of our best teachers have left the profession to 
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join in the race for wealth. They say that " it don't pay" to teach for 
thirty or forty dollars per month, when three or four times that salary may 
be had in the '^ oil diggings." Thus you see, that while the development 
of mineral wealth adds to the pecuniary resources of our county, it impov- 
erishes our schools, not only by depriving us of some of our best teachers, 
but also many boys, who should be in the school room, are engaged in some 
kind of business in the oil region. 

M^an8 to promote Improvement, — 1st.* Increased State appropriation. 
Why cannot the State give her schools at least one million dollars ? 

2d. A less number of directors, paid, and sworn to discharge the duties 
of the office to the best of their ability. 

3d. Good teachers, and these we cannot have, until teaching is made a 
profession, and this cannot be with but five months' school in the year. 

4th. A more thorough and careful supervision of the schools by directors. 

5th. Higher wages to teachers. 

6th. The selection of school books to be by the State SuperintendcDt, or 
some other person designated by law, thus securing a uniform series through- 
out the State. 

7. Selection of books to remain unchanged at least five years. 

My thanks are due the School Department for counsel and advice, and 
to teachers, directors and parents, for uniform kindness and courtesy. 
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I. SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL HOUSES. 

New Houses. — Several school houses have been built in different parts of 
the county during the year. Some of these take the places of dilapidated 
structures, and others supply wants that have been created by our increas- 
ing population. The best school house built in this county during the year, 
is one in the Sixth ward of Johnstown. It is a fine two story brick build- 
ing, possessing all the later improvements in school house architecture. 
Its cost will be perhaps $15,000. 

Furniture. — But few of our'school houses have such furniture as the State 
Superiutendent requires, in order to be reported as having " suitable furni- 
ture," and yet but comparatively few have what is to be characterized as 
** injurious furniture." Most of those which I have so reported, have seats 
without backs, standing out in the middle of the room. To make little 
children sit for hours upon such a seat, with no support whatever for their 
backs, is a species of cruelty that is born only^of thoughtlessness. No pa- 
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rent or teacher who will properly think of it, or, what is better, will try'it 
for an hour or two, will ever have the heart to condemn children to such 
punishment again. And yet teachers will wonder that they cannot get their 
pupils, under such circumstances, to learn, and will sometimes even whip 
them to make them " keep still." 

Apparatus. — ^While no school in the county is furnished with such appa- 
ratus as to merit the report of " well supplied," in the meaning of the State 
Superintendent, yet we have many schools that are tolerably well supplied. 
These have several at least of the requisite articles, such as out-line maps, 
reading and spelling cards, penmanship charts, &c. A few of our schools 
have globes, while a still more limited number have tellurions and other 
apparatus. I doubt that there is a school in the county that can boast a 
dictionary or gazetteer. Still, I am sorry to say, that we have more appa- 
ratus than is put to proper use. Our teachers, generally, make so little 
use of the apparatus already provided, that there is but small encourage- 
ment to directors to furnish more. 

Length of Term. — The length of term throughout the county was but 
little different from the year before. In twenty-one districts that have re- 
ported up to the time of this writing, there was an average increase of about 
twelve days. This is but a slight difference ; yet, as it is in the right di- 
rection, it is encouraging. In the twenty-one districts spoken of, the aver- 
age length of term was a trifle over Ave months. 

Night Schools. — I have in former reports made mention of the night 
schools maintained by the Cambria Iron Company. The following I clip 
from one of the Johnstown papers published last spring : 

" The night schools of the Cambria Iron Company closed a term of five 
months last week. These schools, Ave in number, are kept open when the 
evenings are long, for the purpose of skiving the boys that are employed by 
the company, an opportunity to gain the rudiments of an education. The 
boys vary in age, from eight to fifteen years ; they arc the children of la- 
boring men, and often of widowed mothers, of whom, in some cases, they are 
the only support. They work during the day in the mines, about the rolling 
mill or driving the mules, which prevents them from attending the day 
schools. 

" These schools were started fifteen years ago, by James Morley, Esq., as 
an individual enterprise, but the managers of the Cambria Iron Company 
came to his help, and have generously furnished the means to pay the teach- 
ers. They have, as near as we can ascertain, furnished yearly fer this num- 
ber of years from $500 to $1,000. Mr. Morley has taken a deep interest in 
their success, and has had the chief management of them. Through him 
an able corps of teachers are secured for each term, while he attends tm 
them with anxious care for their success." 
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II. TE4GHER8 AND TEACHING. 

Wages of Teachers. — The wages of teachers have also made another slight 
advance. In the twenty-one districts from which I have heard, there has been 
an average increase of |2 36 per month, over the year before. This, though 
not much, is something, and is hopefal. The average monthly salary in 
those districts during the year, was $36 97. I am satisfied that this in* 
crease has held out all over the county, if, indeed, the reports from all the 
districts would not show it to be somewhat larger. The followng tabular 
statement will show the gradual growth of salaries in this county during 
the last four years, assuming that the average for 18T2, will hold out as 
above : 

1869, average salary was $30 65 

1870 do do 33 73 

1871 ....do do 34 92 

1 872 ... .do do 36 97 

A dozen years ago, the average was but $21 19. 

Qualifications of Teachers, — The teachers of our common schools must 
endeavor to properly qualify themselves for the work. Great improvement 
lias been made of late years in this respect ; still several advance steps may 
yet be taken. True, it is not depth of learning or breadth of culture that 
makes a profession respectable, so much as the money that may be made 
out of it; and I doubt that teaching can ever be made to pay ; neverthe- 
less, teachers should endeavor to qualify themselves that they may dis- 
charge their duties well. They owe this to themselves and to those com- 
mitted to their care. He who only teaches to make money, had better quit, 
and go at something else. Diogenes with his lantern would not be able to 
find the man who has grown rich by teaching' a common school. The 
teacher ought to get all the i)ay he can ; he ought to get out of his profes- 
sion all there is in it ; he ought to be mercenary as other men ; but ])ack of 
all that he must be animated by a desire to do his duty, and do good in the 
world, or he ought to abandon the profession. But beside doing his duty 
only, the well qualified teacher stands a better chance of being properly paid 
than the poorly qualified one. Men in this business, as in others, arc re- 
warded according to their efllciency. Our teachers must strive to become 
more efficient. To this end they must read more ; study more ; think more. 
They must feel an interest in their profession. The true laborer in this 
field is not only a teacher but a learner. Chaucer has well described, in one 
line, the characteristics of the true teacher : 

'*And gladly wolde ho lerce, and gladly teache." 

In i£?mortam.— -Death twice invaded our ranks during the year. Mist 
Amanda Jane Hubert died on the 2d day of October, after a protracted 
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and painful illness. She was 28 years of age, and had taught school for 
seven or eight 3*ears. She was an amiable lad}'', and a faithful, competent 
teacher. Her end was peace. 

Mr. John Peckman, our veteran teacher, died on the 12th day of Janu- 
ary, at the ripe age of 70 years. Mr. Peckman was an excellent scholar, a 
teacher of nearly 50 years' experience, and a dignified Christian gentleman. 
May the grass grow greenly on the graves of those we have loved. 

III. THE WORK OF THE TEAR. 

Examinations. — During the 3*ear I held 28 public examinations. Some 
,of these were very well attended, and others were decided failures in as far 
as the presence of applicants was concerned. I have noticed that our later 
examinations are usually better attended than our earlier ones ; hence, I 
have concluded to try the experiment of holding the examinations, this 
year, a Utile later in the season. Besides tbe public examinations, I held 
13 private examinations. I have avoided holding private examinations as 
much as possible, and have, as I think, got the number down to a minimum. 
It is at present, and probably always will be, necessary to grant occasional 
private examinations ; but they should be granted as seldom as possible. 

At the examinations which I held during the year, I examined 94 male 
and 103 female teachers. The standard of qualificutions was purposely 
made a little higher than in former years, and consequently quite a large 
number of candidates failed to pass. I found it necessary to reject 32 of 
the male applicants, or about 34 per centum, and 13 of the female applicants, 
or only about 12 per centum. This is a singular disparity, and is not at all 
nattering to the ^' lords of creation.^' Of the whole number of both sexes 
examined, 34 had never taught school. 

Certijlcates. — As a result of the examinations I granted 152 provisional 
certificates. The average of these certificates was 2, 2. I issued no pro- 
fessional certificates during the year. On account of the great scarcity of 
teachers among us, I was obliged to endorse a number of certificates from 
other counties. I also annulled one certificate. 

Visits. — I made, in the year just closed, 192 visits to schools. The aver- 
age length of these visits was a little over one hour. I had the company 
of school directors in 79 of these visits. This has been a remarkable gain 
on any previous year. In attending to the duties of the office during the 
year, principally in visiting the schools, I have traveled 1,745 miles. — 
Several schools I visited the .second time. Quite a number of schools were 
not visited this year at all, owing to the lateness and irregularity of their 
opening, and the fact, that during the month of April, when I intended 
visiting them, I was for the greater part of the time ill, and not able to 
travel. 
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County Inatilufe. — Our annual institute was held in Ebensburg, com- 
mencing on Monday, the ISth day of December, and closing on the fol- 
lowing Friday. It was determined to make this session a more complete 
success than any of its predecessors, and this determination was fully real- 
ized. Besides the labors of Prof. Burtt, of Pittsburg, and Rev. 0. H. Mil- 
ler, of the School Department, our own teachers rallied so earnestly to the 
support of the institute, and manifested such a lively personal interest in 
its welfare, that it was made, by all odds, the most successful institute ever 
held in the county. It would be improper to name a few, where all did so 
well; but his fellow teachers, will take no offence, if I make special mention 
of Mr. G.W. Cope, A.M., Superintendent of the Johnstown Union schools, 
whose scholarship, intelligence and earnestness, contributed so much to the 
success of the occasion. 

Normal School. — In the early part of May I opened a Normal school in 
Ebensburg. It continued in session for some ten weeks. It was well at- 
tended, and was productive of good results. The time spent in teaching 
that school, in accordance with instructions from the Department, has not 
been reported as time '^ spent in oflicial duties." 

In addition to what has been set forth above, I have written 187 letters 
on business connected with my office, and have also contributed a number 
of articles on educational matters to different publications. These various 
employments, with examining, copying and forwarding the district reports, 
preparing my own reports, and exercising a general supervision of the edu- 
cational affairs of the county, have involved a great deal of labor, and. 
taught me, long since, that the oflice is anything but a sinecure. 

lY. SUOGESTED IMPROVEMENTS. 

Summer Terms. — I think that. In many of our districts, our schools 
would be improved by opening them through the summer, instead of 
through the winter. The winter season, on this mountain top, is usually 
very severe, and the snow frequently drifts so as to make the roads quite 
impassable for days together. Under the best of circumstances, it seems 
hardly advisable to require children to walk one or two miles through the 
snow and cold to school, when they might lust as well go in the summer. 
It would be a great saving too, in the long mn, as fuel, &c., would not be 
required in the summer. The custom of keeping the schools open through 
the wint-er, grew out of a desire to accommodate the larger scholars, who 
wore obliged to work during the summer ; but that necessity, as I have dis- 
covered in the course of five years' visiting the schools, no longer exists, as 
but very few large boys and girls attend school ; at least such is the case 
in this county. 

3 SoHOOL Bep. 
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A Paid Directory. — I believe I have voted, in two conventions of Super- 
intendents in Harrisburg, in favor of a paid directory. I still think that 
our school directors should receive some remuneration for their services, 
not sufllcient to make it an ofllce worth seeking by the mercenary, but that 
good men who will accept it may not be out of pocket for their pains. By 
reducing the number of directors in each district to three, the business 
would be as well attended to as it is now, while it would not, perhaps, be 
too expensive to pay them a reasonable per diem for the time actually spent 
in the discharge of their oOlcial duties. 
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Houses. — One new house was built during the year, situated in Shippen 
township. It is substantial and commodious, and is one of the best in the 
county. It has a capacity for seating four times as manj' pupils as are now 
in attendance, but as the population is steadily increasing, its accommoda- 
tions, in due time, will be needed. The board of directors have thus mani- 
fested a wise economy, for there is certainly neither wisdom ^nor economy 
in building school houses that are too small for the immediate demands of 
ihc communit3\ It is supplied with wooden furniture. There are still a 
few houses unfit for use, and we hope that the spirit of progress and im. 
provement may soon bring about the desired change. Those at North 
Creek and Rich Yalley, could be made pleasant and inviting, by supplying 
them with new and suitable furniture and making necessary repairs. 

(i rounds. — The Rich Yalley school lot has been enclosed with an. appro- 
priate fence. The enclosure contains about three- fourths of an acre, is 
suitably improved, and has some very fine shade trees of native growth. 

Educational Meetings. — These were held at Sinnemahoning, Driftwood, 
Ranc'cy, Sterling, Cameron and Emporium. At all of these we had the 
valuable assistance of Prof, J. 11. Shoemaker, of Chambcrsburg, Pa., as well 
as some very eflicient local aid. The Prof, addressed our people on the edu- 
cational issues of the day, and enlivened the exercises by singing some of 
his favorite songs in his usual happy style. Ilis services were highly ap- 
preciated by those who heard him, and his stay among us will not soon be 
forgotten. The meetings were largely attended, and as they were held ia 
advance of the County Institute, we availed ourselves of the opportunity 
to bring the importance of attending said institute, and the benefits to be 
derived therefrom, more directly to the notice of those interested, than wc 
could have done in any other way. Aside from this, much was done by 
presenting the advantages to be obtained from having good houses, good 
teachers and pleasant play grounds. 
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Xeiv District. — Driftwood has been incorporated as a borough, and is 
now a separate school district, makinjj the eighth in the county. The now 
board is composed of intelligent and enterprising men, and we look for 
good and efllcient work at their hands. 

Annual fns'ifufe. — This Avas held at Emporium, commencing November 
:27, and was a success. The instructors and lecturers were rrofcssor S. K. 
Tliompson, of Nebraska ; Miss Flora T. Parsons, of Rochester, N. V., and 
S. M. Ifewlett, Ks(i., of N. J. All did their part of the work well and ac- 
ceptably, but ^liss Parsons's instructions on object teaching and clementar}' 
instruction, in general, were particularly interesting and valuable. The 
methods she presented were, in the main, new to most of our teachers, and 
were made so attractive and practical, that they met Avith very general ai)- 
proval ; and upon visiting the schools, after the institute, we found many 
of the teachers using them with gratifying results. 

Graded Schools. — Too much apathy has prevailed among school olliccrs 
and people in the past, concerning the utility' of these schools. Emporium 
has had the name of having such for a number of years past, but they 
never have been strictlj' so in reality. Attempts have been made, at ditfer. 
cnt times, to have them thoroughl}' graded, but from want of proper sup- 
port of the directors and patrons, the desired result has never been at- 
tained ; in consequence of which we noticed, during the past year, i^upils, 
in nearly every other district in the county, who were more thoroughly 
educated, and better trained, than any in Emporium. This should not be 
so. AVo have become convinced, from general observation, that a well con- 
ducted and systematic ungraded school, is better than a graded one whose 
organization is full of defects. A properly gradeil school, such as Em- 
porium should have had for years, might have wielded a salutary influence 
upon the general school management throughout the county, and instead 
of being in the demoralized condition it now is, could have been made a 
fitting example for other places to imitate. We are decidedly in favor of 
graded schools wherever they are practicable. Such are now needed in 
several places in the county, and if the arrangements, which are in contem- 
plation, will be carried out, wc shall, in due time, realize our fullest expec- 
tations, and be enabled to say, that avc have graded schools established on 
a firm and approved basis. We have all the material necessary, and all 
that remains to be done, is for the directors to discharge their duty fear- 
lessly and intelligently'. 

Huperintendenrs Worl.— In addition to the usual work done within the 
count V, we attended the State Convention of County Superintendents, 
State Teachers' Association, County Institutes, besides devoting about one 
month to visiting State Normal and Soldiers* Orphans' schools, etc. 
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Conclusion. — Ilaviiig frequently alluded to the means which, if properly 
applied, would improve our schools, as well as to the obstacles in the way 
of improvement, in our former reports, and having rei)eatedly made our 
views known, throup^h our local papers, on the topics which are usually 
presented in reports of this kind, we do not deem it necessary to enter into 
any further details here. 
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Houses. — Three new houses were built during the past year, all of which 
are good substantial frame buildings, neatly furnished with convenient desks 
and seats. An additional story was added to the school house at Parry- 
ville ; this is now a fine two story brick structure, containing four large 
and pleasant rooms, with vestibules, or small rooms at the entrance, used 
for hats and cloaks. Three of the large rooms arc furnished with desks 
and seats for school use, and the other with benches only, and is used for 
holding educational and other meetings. The directors deserve much credit 
for the energy and taste displayed in the erection of this building, and the 
economical management thereof. Directors should be liberal but economi- 
cal in the management of school affairs. The new house in East Mauch 
Chunk, mentioned in mj'last annual report, is finished and furnished partly 
with the latest improved patent furniture. The ground around the build- 
ing needs some attention, which it will undoubtedly receive in due time, 
in Mauch Chunk borough, two rooms were furnished with patent desks and 
beats. Lehighton borough still lingers along with her old rickety school- 
houses which are entirely unfit for school use. The board of directors at 
present is composed C'f active, intelligent business men. We exi)ect a revo- 
lution in school matters here the coming year. The people demand, at the 
hands of the directors, school accommodations, where children can be seift 
without fear of endangering their health. East Penn needs two new houses ; 
Mahoning one, and Franklin one. There is still much room for improve- 
ment in the surroundings of school houses, but little progress having been 
made, thus far, in this respect. Although the attention of directors has 
licen frequently called to this important matter, yet there are a number of 
schools in the county not provided with the necessary out-bulldings. This 
should not be so. l^arents do much to make their children comfortable 
while at home ; then why not see that they have at least the comforts of com- 
mon decency while at school, where the greater portion of their early days 
are spent. 

Schools. — The schools in Mauch Chunk borough, under the supervision 
of B. C. Youngman, principal, and J. D. Bertolctte, Esq., secretary and dis- 
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trict superintendent, were very successful. In East Mauch Chunk borough, 
Mauch Chunk township, Parryvillc, Wcissport borough, and Wcathcrly bor- 
ough, the schools arc in a good condition, and gave pretty general satis- 
faction. Kidder was unfortunate within a ycar-B time ; two school houses, 
and a large amount of private property were destroyed by fire. The school 
Louses have been replaced by new ones, and the schools are all in operation * 
again, and the people instead of giving up in despair, have gone to work 
energetically^ to restore their losses, so far as possible, by industry and 
economy. Penn Forest moves slowly. "We hope the bright time may not 
be distant for her. East Penu, Mahoning, Towamensing, L. Towamensing 
and Franklin, should do l)cttcr. Salaries are too low to command good 
teachers. Packer and Lausanne are moving forward very slowly. Banks 
has all good school houses and pays liberal salaries to teachers, but needs 
judicious financial management. There seems to be a growing disposition 
in many of our teachers, to make their school rooms agreeable and attrac- 
tive, by adorning the walls with mottoes, charts, maps and pictures, to re- 
lieve their otherwise gloomj'' and repulsive appearance. In many of the 
windows we find pots and vases containing flowers ; these are small mat- 
ters in themselves, and cost but liltle, and yet accomplish much good. 
*• Cheerful surroundings make cheerful minds.-- Teachers can do much in 
this wa}' towards creating a taste for the refined and beautiful in the minds 
of their pupils. Just in proportion as those refining iulluenccs gain posses- 
sion in the minds of children, will tbe necessity for harsh treatment dimiu- 
isli. Music is another feature in our system of education, which canuot be 
over-estimated by teachers and school ollicers. Its infiuence has always an 
elevating and refining tendency. 

Text-Books, — There are still a few districts in the county, Miiere the text- 
books are not uniform. Directors in these districts should take measures 
at once to secure uniformity in this respect, for it will be a great advan- 
tage to teachers and pupils. The IJible was read in about two-thirds of the 
schools. 

Attendance. — The attendance in many of the schools was very good ; the 
general average attendance being seventy-five per cant., while in several of 
the districts it was as low as sixty. Teachers and school oflicers in some 
districts are making special eUorts to secure better attendance, and in sev- 
eral instances premiums were offered to teachers who would secure the high- 
est percentage of attendance during the term. This course, viewed from a 
moral stand point, is, 1 think, of doubtful propriety. It uia}', in some in- 
stances, induce teachers to put forth extra etforts to secure this object, 
while on the other side, it may l)e said that teaehers who have not sufiicient 
professional pride in their minds to urge them to do all in llieir power to 
make their labors successful in the highest degree, would belter be out of 
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the profession. Many of the teachers who had charge of schools in the 
county durin!^ the past year, possessed qualifications above the ordinary*- 
rank of the profession, while a larger percentage were deficient in some of 
the most important qualifications necessary to constitute a good and suc- 
cessful teacher. Among these may be mentioned a lack of general infor- 
mation and professional skill. Every teacher should be a regular reader of 
professional works, and especially of tlie Ptrntisylvania School Journal^ 
which is the teachers' professional, as well as le^^al organ in the State. Xo 
teacher or school officer should be without it. 

Institutes. — I am sorry to say, that these useful meetings, the District In- 
stitutes, seem to be on the decline ; they were held in a few districts during 
the past 3*ear, and Avherever properly conducted, were followed with good 
results. The County Institute was held at Mauch Chunk, and may be 
called a success. It was well attended. A number of essay's and reports 
were read b}' members of the institute, some of which were of a high order, 
showing intellectual as well as professional acumen. Count}' Institutes 
have become so much identified with the great educational movements of 
the age, that true and earnest teachers cannot allbrd to stay from them. 
They are willing to sacrifice personal couA'cuicnce, in order to be present 
and add to their utility, and share in their benefits. 

In conclusion, 1 thank teachers and friends of education for kindness and 
hospitality, and the directors for kindness and co-operation in the iraiirove- 
raent of our schools and continued confidence reposed in me b}^ re-election. 
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In submitting this report, I desire to thank the directors and friends of 
public school education of Cenfre county, for the kind consideration with 
which the suggestions, made in my former reports, have been received, and 
for the earncbt elfort made to carrv out the measures from time to time 
recommended. 

For a full exhibit of the work of the year, the reader is referred to the 
accompanying tabular statement, a brief summary of which only can be 
given here. 

Jhusra and Fitnnfurc, — Eleven new school houses have been built dur- 
ing the year: — l>enner, 2\ l>oggs, 1; Haines, 1; Harris, 1; Huston, 1 ; 
Patton, 1 ; Rash, 1 ; Potter, 1 ; Snow Shoe, 1 ; Spring, 1; all of which are 
commodious and substantial. All the new houses have been supplied with 
good comfortable desks, and nine old ones have been suitably re-furnished. 
The new house at Lemont, in Harris district, deserves especial mention. — 
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For ornament and beauty, it is unsurpassed in tlio county, and is a (it model 
for imitation by other districts; 

The number of houses reported unfit for nse has been reduced to seven- 
teen, (17,) and are situated as follows : — Boggs, 1 ; Ferguson, 3 ; Harris, 1 : 
Huston, 1 ; Marion, 1 ; Miles, 2 ; Patton, 1 ; Potter, 2 ; Spring, 2 ; Union, 
2; Worth, 1. It is earncstl}'^ hoped that these condemned structures ma^- 
speedily be replaced b}'' edifices in keeping with the spirit of the times. 

Fourteen schools are seated with improved patent furniture. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS DURING THE LAST BIX YEARS. 

Number of houses built during the last six years 70 

Number supplied with suitable out-buildings the last six years 100 

Number supplied with suitable fnrniturc do do 127 

Number arranged with some means for ventilation : do 130 

Number haviu^^c out-line maps in ISGO 130 

Do do in 1872 150 

Do artificial globes in 1806 

Do do in 1872 115 

Number of schools in the count}' in 186G 184 

Do do do. . .in 1872 207 

Do . . .graded schools in the county in 18GG 37 

Do do do in 1872 GO 

Do . . .schools well classified in 18G7 1 20 

Do do do... in 1872 205 

Do. . .school rooms decorated with mottoes, pictures, etc., in 

18C7 12 

Do. , .school rooms decorated with mottoes, pictures, etc., in 

1872 180 

Do. . .schools in which class-records were kept in 1867 20 

Do do do do in 1872 1-80 

Do. . .teachers who had aitendcd Normal school in 186G 7 

Do do do do in 1872 157 

Do do. . .who attended the County Institute at Penn 

Hall in 18G7 70 

Do do... who attended the County Institute at IJelle- 

fonte in 1872 210 

Do . . . educational meetings held in county during last six years 169 

Do. . .visits to schools by County Sui)t. . . .do do 1,575 

Do. . .visits made with directors, c do do 908 

Do. . .patrons met with me in the schools, .do do 1,200 

Do . . . public examinations held do do 104 

Do. . .applicants examined do do 1,363 

Do. . .miles traveled in discharge of ofllcial duties, do 18,882 
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Number of pupils who studied English grammar in 1867 1,000 

Do.... do do do >. in 1812 2,450 

Do.... do do geography in 186T, about.. . 1,600 

Do do. do do in 1872 3,200 

Do.. . .do do mental arithmetic in 1867. .... 3,000 

Do.... do do do do in 1872 6,375 

Do .... do do History, U. S.,map drawing, the rudi- 
ments of music and drawing and 

physiology, in 186 7, comparatively None. 

Do . . .^ do . . . who were taught History of the U. S. in 1 872 2,400 

Do.. . .do do do. .map drawing in 1S72 2,062 

Do... .do. do do. .physiology in 1872 2,375 

Do.. . .do do do. . elements of music . . in 1872,ovcr 1,600 

Do. . . .do do do. .phonetic si^elling.. .in 1S72 4,000 

Schools. — The number of schools in the count}* is two hundred and seven, 
an increase of three since last report ; of these, 60 are graded, and all, ex- 
cept two or three, as well classified as circumstances permit, for until we 
have a thorough 83'stem of graded schools, the classification must remain 
somewhat defective. The attention of directors is again earnestly directed 
to the subject of graded schools, as suggested in last year-s report. Such 
schools are needed, particularly at Julian Furnace, in Huston ; Penn Hall 
or Spring Mills, in Qregg ; Marsh Creek, in Curt in ; Farmers' Mills and 
Snow Shoe. Additional grades are needed at Philipsburg and Milesburg. 

Examinationii. — Thirty public examinations were held, continuing from 
the close of the County Normal school, September 21, until the opening of 
the public schools in November. For want of a sufllcieut number of well 
qualified teachers, eight private examinations were reluctantly' granted, and 
certificates afterward given to three applicants who had partially failed at 
the regular examinations. The public examinations were attended by one 
hundred and fifteen (11:*) ) directors, and one thousand and sixty-four (1,064) 
citizens. 

Qualifications of Teachers, — The qualifications of teachers were gener- 
ally higher than the year previous, though the average grade of certificates 
remained about the same. This is accounted for by the fact, that " physi- 
ology" was introduced into the examination, a branch with which many of 
the teachers were comparatively unacquainted. To the best of my know- 
ledge there arc not a dozen teachers in the county who are not regular 
readers of the Pennsylvania School Journal and Educator. 

Visitation, — All the schools (except two not in session at the time) were 
visited once, some twice, and a few three times. Number of visits two hun- 
dred and seventy-two, (272,) of which one hundred and sixty-one (161) 
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ircrc made with directors, to whom, with proper instructions, I committed 
the further supervision of the schools. One hundred and ten (110) direc- 
tors, and two hundred and forty-eight (248) patrons thus accompanied me. 
These visitations were continued uninterruptedly from the beginning to the 
end of our short term, and then it was barely possible to reach all the 
schools ere they closed, in connection with the extra time and attention re- 
quired in some localities, the ofhce work, the County Institute, etc. More 
thorough supervision is needed — such supervision as will not only reach^ 
but waich closely every part of the work of every school. It is just as ne- 
cessary for the school as for the farm or the workshop. The Superintendent 
cannot do this ; for the utmost he can do, is to visit the schools once or 
twice. Visits from directors, though productive of much good, will not 
answer the purpose, for to inspect well the work of others, such person 
must, himself, be a first-class teacher, a professional expert. Herein is 
where the district superintcndenc}', with us, has failed to accomplish that 
amount of good which it otherwise would have done. ' Such Superintend- 
ent could exercise supervision over forty or fifty schools, neighboring dis- 
tricts jointly employing one extra teacher for the purpose. Supervision of 
this kind is not an experiment — recommended for years l>y the State Super- 
intendent — it has been fairly t2sted, and is now in operation, in many coun- 
ties of the State, with the best results. The subject is certainly wortliy of 
careful consideration by directors. 

County InatUute — Our twenty-fiilth annual institute was held at Belle- 
fontc during holiday week. Two hundred and ten (210) teachers Avere 
present, a decrease of twenty since last year. This was owing to reports 
of small-pox prevailing in Bellefonte. Average attendance of teachers two 
hundred, (200,) and spectators five hundred, (500,) at ever}- session. The 
exercises were of a purely practical and professional character. Prominent 
among the instructors were Prof. J. W. Shoemaker, Mrs. II. JI. Shoemaker 
and Prof. J. S. Roberts. Evening lectures were delivered by James Cal- 
der, D. D., President of the Pennsylvania Agricultural College, Rev. James 
Mullen and Prof. Shoemaker. 

Normal TnMilute. — The sixth annual session was held at llebersburg, 
prior to the fall examinations ; eighty teachers were in attendance. 

The JUble was road daily in every school, and the liord's prayer repeated 
every morning in many. 

Text-BooL's, — We have district uniformity, and have had no change of 
books for six years. 

Vocal Music. — Considerable advancement has been made. In addition 
to daily exercises in singing, one or two lessons a week in the elements and 
science of music were given in many schools. The difficulty in the way of 
its general introduction was, that many of our teachers were entirely un- 
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acquainted with even the most rudimentary principles. It is hoped that 
such teachers will properly qualify themselves, by another 3'ear, to teach 
all that may be required of them. 

Drawincj. — An effort has been made to introduce this branch into the 
schools within the last year. 

Bartholomew's drawing cards were used in about one hundred and fifty 
(150) schools. This branch should he taught as universally and thoroughly 
as penmanship. 

Decoration, — Many of the school rooms are very tastefully decorated 
with mottoes, pictures, llowers, etc., supplied with window papers or cur- 
tains, and are kept scrupulously clean. We arc sorry we cannot say tliis 
of all. 

Morah and Manners, — In this, 1 think I am safe in saying, considerable 
improvement has been made. More attention has been given to the general 
out-door conduct and habits of pupils, than formerly, and with the most 
desirable results. There is.no time when the watchful care of the teacher 
is more necessary than at the recesses, and l)efore and after school. 

OTHER EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES. 

The educational agencies, outside of the public school work, are the same 
as contained in former reports, and need not Ixj repeated here. 

Before closing, 1 would call the attention of directors to the seeming 
want of several new schools — one in Bcnner, one in the lower part of Burn- 
side, and one on the mountain above Pleasant (lap ; the last named might 
be established jointly' between Benncr, Spring and Potter. 

Let no spot in Centre county, however isolated, remain destitute of pro- 
per facilities for the education of the young. 
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Unusual interest iu common schools has found expression in lyceums, 
institutes and through the i^ublic press ; and althouf^h a feeling of opposi- 
tion to some features of the sj'stem still exists, public sentiment is steadily 
advancing in favor of better public schools. 

In a thickly settled county like Chester, schools can easily be graded as 
authorized by the act of 1854, whereby- there would be not only a great 
saving of exi}ense to those who would otherwise be compelled to send their 
children away to school, but a large portion of our people, now unable from 
lack of means, would have an opportunity to educate their children to a 
much higher degree. Those who i:)ay heavy taxes to support public 
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schools, should not be compelled, on account of the iuefUcicncy of such 
schools, to incur a large additional expense in educating their children at 
private institutions of learning. 

Advancement, — During the last three 3'ears, thirt^'-scven (37) new houses 
have been built, at a total cost of about §80,000 ; sixty-seven (07) have been 
furnished with suitable new desks. Six high schools have been established, 
and a large number of the county schools, iu a measure, graded ; a unifor- 
mity of books has been secured in sixty-five (05) schools ; twenty (20) dis- 
tricts have lengthened the term one to two months, and twenty-one (21) 
have increased the wages of teachers. 

Houses, — All the houses built this year, are first class ; the one in Spring 
City, being the largest and most expensive ; that in Willistown, the most 
complete in details. I would recommend that directors exercise a little 
more care in the following particulars: Secure the best site possible ; pur- 
chase at least an acre of ground ; divide the play ground in the rear of the 
house into two apartments by a high board fence ; provide the means for 
proper ventilation. 

I'eachinfj, — Many of our more earnest teachers having abandoned the 
dull routine of merely hearing lessons from the book, are gradually prepar- 
ing themselves to conduct the exercises without the aid of text-book dur- 
ing recitation, and a marked hnprovement is manifest in their teaching. 
No one can teach what he does not know, hence the importance of accurate 
familiarity with the subject taught. The obstacles in the way of a general 
adoption of this plan are carelessness on the part of teachers, neglect of 
directors to require it, and the great mass of useless matter contained in 
the text-books. Let us attempt less, and do more thorough work. Inaccu- 
racy and cramming are ruining our schools. 

Primary Teaching^ especiall}', needs an entire re-construction. Children 
love nature, and arc capable of receiving familiar instruction in the ele- 
ments of natural science, from the very commencement of their school life. 
Scarcely one person iu a hundred has any well defined knowledge of the 
most common objects in nature ; a love of such studies should be inculcated 
in childhood. 

The Normal School at West Chester has been in successful operation for 
nearly a year, in charge of a competent faculty. The principal, Prof. E. 1 1. 
Cook, is a man of unusual fitness for such a position. His fine scholastic 
attainments, combined with devotir)n to the work, and hearty sympathy' 
with the common school system, render him a power for «rood. 

County lastituie, — The annual institute was held at West Chester, the 
week commencing October 30, and was attended by 528 teachers. Instruc- 
tion was given in reading, grammar, arithmetic and methods. The inex- 
perience of a large portion of our teachers renders these institutes a ne- 
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cessity, which will continue until all our teachers are thoroughly trained for 
their work. 

Supervision. — All the schools in the county, except seven, were visited 
once, and twenty-live were visited a second time. Many defects m classiii- 
cation were noticed and remedied, but lack of time, and the long interval 
that necessarily exists between visits, render local supervision imperative. 
Each school should be inspected once every month by a competent person 
properly authorized. Each board of directors might select such a person 
and make it an object for him to attend to this important duty ; or what 
would be a better plan, adjacent districts to the number of forty (40) schools, 
might combine and employ one active, thorough teacher to supervise the 
whole. Ilis monthly report to the school boards, and to the County Su- 
perintendent, would enable both to work to a better purpose, and would 
give the latter time to devote more attention to schools in charge of the 
less competent teachers. Under such a system, incompetent teachers would 
soon be " weeded out." 

To School Directors. — In compliance with the unanimous resolution, 
passed by the convention of directors, in October, 1870, several local insti- 
tutes or peoi)le*8 conventions have been held in such places as would afford 
to all opportunity of attending. These meetings were conducted with a 
view of awakening a more lively interest in education among all classes of 
the community. The best talent that could be found was secured, and the 
result, it is hoped, has fullj' met your expectations, as a greater degree of 
interest in public school education has been awakened than has existed at 
any previous period in the history of the system. As you are aware, the 
expenses of these institutes have to be met by receipts at evening lectures, 
or by the County Superintendent. The following is a statement in full for 
the year: Receipts, .^1,775 7."); expenditures, $1,841 37. 

School Term, — I would again call your attention to the fact, that many 
districts have no summer term, thus depriving the small children of their 
best time for attending school. No district should have less than nine (9) 
months' school each year. Though very gratifying progress has been made 
the past year, there is still need of great improvement in this particular- 

As this concludes my ofllcial connection with the common schools of 
Chester count}', 1 take the opportunity of tendering my sincere thanks to 
those who have so cordially supported every elfort for the advancement of 
education, without which my labors must have been in vain. To the kind 
friends whose hospitality has rendered every district a home, my warmest 
regards are ever due, and though my accustomed visits must cease, fond 
memory will ever cherish the past three years as among the most pleasant 
of my life. 
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May the public schools of our State continue to improve and expand 
through all grades, until the means of a complete education shall be free 
to alL 
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Steady progress has been made in school atfairs during the past year. — 
The people have generally manifested a deep interest in the cause of edu- 
cation, and have made commendable efforts to promote the interests of the 
schools. In districts where the system has been properly administered, 
tliera is generally little or no opposition ; but where the terms are short, 
and the poorest teachers are employed, fault. is found with the whole sys- 
tem. The proper remedy is to elect energetic school directors, and encour- 
age them to do all in their power to make the schools successful. 

New Houses, — Eight new houses were erected during the school year, lo- 
cated as follows : — One in East Brady ; one in Beaver ; two in Farming- 
ton ; one in Madison ; two in Perry, and one in Richland. The buildings 
in Beaver, Farmington, Madison, Perry and Richland, arc good frame struc- 
tures, well finished, and the lots, on which they are located, are of sufllcient 
size, but should be graded, fenced and otherwise beautified. The furni- 
ture in these houses is unsuitable, and should be replaced by that of a bet- 
ter quality at once. The building in East Brady deserves special notice. 
It is a beautiful frame structure, two stories high, containing four large well 
ventilated rooms. These rooms are well finished, and have been supplied 
with Chase & Co's best furniture. The house occupies a position on an 
eminence above the town, commanding a view of the Qreat Western Iron 
Works, and of the beautiful Allegheny valley for some distance above and 
below the town. It is surmounted by a belfry, in which swings a bell that 
cost $140. Cost of building and furniture $5,000. 

The directors of the above mentioned districts deserve great praise for 
the untiring energy manifested in overcoming all difficulties, and erecting 
suitable buildings for the schools under their care. 

Log Houses. — There are but five log school houses in use, in this county, 
at the present time. They are situated as follows : — One in Ashland ; one 
in Elk ; one in Knox ; one in Red Bank, and one in Richland. The direc- 
tors of these districts intend to erect suitable frame buildings during the 
coming year, to occupy the places of these " relics of the olden time." — 
Several new houses are badly needed in the oil region of this county. One 
year ago St. Petersburg was a hamlet, with a population of scarcely one 
hundred persons. It has since been incorporated as a borough, ajid the 
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population now numbers several thousands. The directors of this borough 
have taken the necessary steps toward the erection of a new school build- 
ing, and expect to have it finished in time for the winter term. 

Furniture, — The room occupied by the primary school, in Callcusburg, 
was supplied with patent furniture, and a few charts and other articles of 
apparatus. The Rcidsburg house, in Monroe district, was reseated, but the 
new scats and desks arc more unsuitable than were the old ones. 

Cheerfulncit,^. — A commendable improvement has been made in this re- 
spect. Quite a number of the school rooms visited, were finely' decorated 
with mottoes, pictures, ever-greens and artificial Uowers, and were neat and 
clean. These rooms contrasted strikingly with others visited, where dirty 
floors, broken desks, ink-stained walls and rust}' stoves, all combined to 
render them gloomy and forbidding. I need scarcly add, that the schools 
found in such rooms were doing very little good. 

Jioardinf/ Around. — The practice of teachers boarding around has been 
abolished in several districts, and I am informed that other districts will 
not hereafter tolerate the S3'stcni. 

Graded Salaries. — In several districts teachers' salaries have been gra- 
ded. By this plan good teacLcrs are properly rewarded, and idle and in- 
different ones are compelled to improve or leave the profession. 

Teachers. — Many of our teachers have labored faithfully, and have been 
very successful. They have been earnest students, and are amply qualified 
to govern and instruct. But we have a few teachers, 1 am sorry to sa^', 
who do not strive to excel, but endeavor to do as little as possible. They 
never attend institutes or educational meetings, and their sole object seems 
to be, to gain the few dollars which they receive for their services. 

E.caininationti. — Twenty-seven public examinations were held, at which 
two hundred and fifty-six applicants were examined, of whom two hundred 
and thirty-five received provisional certiGcates, and twenty-one were rejec- 
ted. Two teachers were honored with permanent certificates. The written 
method of examination was used as far as practicable. 

ViHitationi<. — One hundred and ninety-seven visits to schools were made. 
The average length of these visits was about one and one-half hours. — 
Owinir to sickness a few schools were not visited. C^uitc an improvement 
was noticed in some of the schools, and we have reason to believe that still 
greater improvement will be made during the next school 3'ear. The teach- 
ers' report books show that a large number of schools are regularly visited 
by directors and citizens. This fact alone is very encouraging, and we 
hope the day is not far distant, when every school will be regularly visited 
and encouraged by its patrons. 

IiXHtiiute. — The annual County institute was held in Clarion, commencing 
November 7, 181 1. About one hundred teachers were in attendance. The 
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attendance was not as large as mijyht have been expected. It was rumored 
that there were several cases of small-pox in the town, which caused quite 
a number of teachers to stay away. Hon. J. P. Wickcrsham was present 
during one day, and lectured to the teachers ; and in the evening delivered 
an excellent address to a large and appreciative audience. Instruction was 
given, or lectures delivered by the following persons : — (1. L. Eberhart, Esq., 
of New Brighton, Pa.; Prof. J. J. Steadman and II. E. M'JJride, of the Car- 
rier seminary ; Hon. K. B. Brown, Prof. A. J. Davis and others. This meet- 
ing created quite an enthusiasm among teachers, and its iniluence will long 
be felt in the educational atfairs of this county. 

Out-Buildings. — A large number of houses are not provided with suita- 
ble out-buildings. The attention of the directors of the different districts 
is respectfully called to this important matter. 

District Libraries. — There are none in this count}'. A small State ap- 
propriation is needed to assist in establishing a suitable library in each dis- 
trict. 

Press. — Our thanks are due to lion. R. B. Brown, editor of the Clarion 
Democrat^ for appropriating a column in that paper to educational pur- 
poses; and to the editors of the liepubliran and Kast Brady Independent^ 
for interest manifested in the cause of education. 

I also beg leave to return my thanks to the Department for words of en- 
couragement, and to directors, citizens and teachers, for their kindness and 
hospitality. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROtJIlESS. 

New Houses. — Twelve new houses have been built during the year, as 
follows; One in Bell; one in Beccaria; one in Bloom ; one in Boggs; one 
inBurnside; two in Karthaus ; two in Knox; one in Lawrence; one in 
West Clearfield, and one in Woodward. All these are good and sub- 
stantial frame buildings, presenting a neat appearance; the rooms are 
convenient and comfortable, being well lighted and nicely finished. The 
directors of these districts have accomplished a good work, in the execu- 
tion of which they have been " economical without meanness, liberal with- 
out extravagance." It is hoped directors and friends of our schools 
will give more attention to having the school grounds enclosed by a neat 
fence, beautifying the surroundings and making them more attracti\^ to 
pupils. In the erection of houses, the following order ghould be preserved : 
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1. Suitable locations selected. 2. Special attention that the rooms, be of 
sufficient size. 3. Well ventilated. 4. Comfortably seated. 5. Provided 
with plenty of good black-board surface. 6. Ample space for class recita- 
tion. The two last are sometimes overlookad in our school rooms. 

Furniture^ rf-c. — Nine houses were supplied with the new patent Ootbic 
desks. They have rendered entire satisfaction, and are about the best desk 
in market. 

Manners. — A decided improvement in this respect has been made in some 
localities. One of the teacher's highest duties is to inculcate good man- 
ners. The heart, as well the head must be educated ; hence, it is just as 
important to teach politeness as to teach spelling or arithmetic. A pleas- 
ing address has frequently secured to boys eligible positions, from which 
they have risen to influence and eminence. 

Vocal Music has been successfully taught in some forty schools, much to 
their improvement, and we believe the time is not far distant when singing 
will be taught in all of our schools. 

Dravring was taught with entire satisfaction, in some fifty odd schools, 
and map drawing in more than four-fifths of them. It will, and should be 
made hereafter, a regular study. Specimens collected during my visita- 
tions, clearly show that many of the children possess a peculiar talent for 
this particular study. If properly taught, it is only a continuation of the 
early habits and observations of children ; hence, should be taught at least 
in all primary schools. It is the least artificial of all other studies. 

Directors arc the " back bone" of our common school system. They have 
more power than all the other ofllcers combined. Uow important then, that 
they should be chosen from the very best, most intelligent and enterprising 
men in the districts. Many of our directors arc earnest, cflicient men, who 
labor faithfully, devoting days and weeks, gratuiloudy^ to the up-building 
of our schools. Many true and tried ones have just retired from ofllce. If 
it were considered politic, we would regard it a pleasure to mention some 
of the names of those who have made it a matter of conscience, in discharg- 
ing their duties so faithfully and so well. They will be missed by all who 
feel an interest in the educational advancement of their respective districts, 
and it is hoped those filling their places will prove as good. 

WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Ea^aminations. — Twent3^-seven public, and seven private examinations 
were held in the various districts. One hundred and fiily-cight certificates 
granted, seven endorsed from other counties, and thirty applicants rejected. 
Have slowly but gradually raised the grade of certificates for the last five 
years, which will account for so many teachers being rejected. It was not 
favorable to the poorly qualified teachers. It was not intended to be, but 
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was adopted in the Interests of the children. The common school system 
was established for the instruction of the children, and not for the employ- 
ment of persons who call themselves teachers. One of the highest duties 
of directors Is the employment of the best teachers they can obtain, and 
equally so the duty of the Superintendent to assist by rejecting the incom- 
l»etent, which is by no means a pleasant task. 

Visited all the schools in the county except three, and twenty-four the 
second time, spending a little over two hours and forty minutes at each ; 
wrote two hundred and sixty-two letters ; traveled two thousand three hun- 
dred miles, and spent oflicially, two hundred and eighty days. 

During the six years that have elapsed, I held 148 public and 5G private 
examinations; granted 1,000 provisional certificates ; visited about 11,000 
schools ; traveled 11,800 miles ; taught 19 months Normal school, an average 
of seven hours per day; wrote 1,700 letters; held five County Institutes » 
si>ent three weeks in attending conventions of County Superintendents, and 
one week in attending an institute in another county, and spent, officially, 
1,743 days. 

The County Institute was held at Clearfield, the last week in October, 
and was a decided success. Hon. Henry Houck, Deputy State Superinten- 
dent, declared, emphatically, " that it was one of the best he had ever at- 
tended." It was popular with all classes, and the attendance was very 
good — a strong argument in favor of universal education. The lecturers 
and instructors were lions. Henry Houck, William Bigler, G. R. Barrett^ 
J. B. M'Enally, Wm. A. Wallace, J. T. Boyer, Dr. A. M. Hills, Trof. P. S. 
Harrison, Revs. H. S. Butler, J. H. ArCord, H. Y. Conditt, Miss Ilattie 
Swan, and J. H. Fulford, Esq. Many of our own teachers, " too numerous 
to mention," took an active part in the exercises. My acknowledgments 
are due to all, for the interest they manifested, and the inestimable services 
rendered during the progress of the institute. To the " Clearfield Orches- 
tra," for the excellent music furnished, and the interest which they contri- 
buted to the exercises, and to the county commissioners for the free use of 
the court room. 

Opinions of the Press. — The following in reference to the success of the 
institute, is from the county papers : 

The editor of the Clearfield Republican^ of November 8, says : " That it 
(the institute) was an entire success was evident, and the Superintendent 
deserves great credit for the manner in which he has performed his ofllcial 
duties, and for the great interest be has taken to advance the educational 
inierosts of the county." 

The Raftsmen Journal^ of November 8, contains the following: " The in-- 
stitnte was a success beyond the expectations of its most ardent friends. 
The addresses delivered on the occasion were highly instructive and inter- 
4 School Rep. 
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esting. The attendance upon the publio lectures were unusually large. 
May the impetus given to the cause of education during the past few years, 
be still onward and upward, until it reaches that height of perfection de- 
manded by the present enlightened and advanced age.'' 

Teachers. — It is gratifying to be able to state that the teachers gener- 
ally, rendered satisfaction, labored hard and faithfully, and did their work 
well. Some of them might materially decrease their work, accomplish more 
in the same time in the school room, by attending more District and County 
Fnstitutes, and reading more educational works. One marked evidence of 
progress on the part of our teachers, is the improvement made in orna- 
menting their school rooms with appropriate mottoes, pictures, evergreens, 
itc. 

The great body of our teachers evinced a life and earnestness in their 
work, and the people will bear me out in saying, that our schools, generally, 
never rendered better satisfaction ; the average attendance was never greater 
than during the past winter. The grand total from the reports received, is 
80 per centum, the different districts averaging from 75 to 95 per centum. 

Diatrict Institutes Five districts, Brady, Covington, Lawrence, Penn 

and Pike, held District Institutes. About 40 teachers attended. The ex- 
ercises consisted prihcipally of class drills in the common branches, and dis- 
cussions upon important questions, relating directly to the interest of the 
common schools. They were well attended by citizens and directors. Most 
of the teachers labored earnestly and faithfully to make them profitable and 
practical, for which they deserve the highest commendation. A few, how- 
ever, who have no interest in their own improvement, did not embrace the 
opportunity offered, which, if it had been, would have resulted in great 
good to the district, by being better fitted to perform the important work 
at their hands, and fX the same time added largely to their own resources. 
They are a splendid agency for good, and if conducted with a professional 
spirit, it will not be long until directors will allow the time spent in attend- 
ing them. 

A Directom' Convention was held at Curwensville, June 30, and con- 
tinued in session one day. Several important school questions were dis- 
cussed, but probably the most important was the one relating to a general 
''graded course of study," applicable to all of our schools. A committee 
was appointed, who prepared and had published, in both county papers, a 
course only to be used as an outline. Some of our best teachers adhered 
to it strictly, with such good results, that I sincerely hope every district 
will adopt a uniform system of instruction. Any one familiar with the 
workings of our common schools, will acknowledge its feasibility, especially 
when young and inexperienced teachers are called upon to say what and 
how much pupils shall study, without even an outline to follow. The sad 
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resDlts of not adopting such a course is best known to teachers of high 
Bchools and academics, who are compelled to spend weeks and months in 
correcting mistakes, when they should be building a superstructure upon 
the foundation laid in the common schools. Directors, consider well this 
important subject. 

MEANS OF IMPROVEMENT. 



I 



I have no new suggestions to make with regard to changes or improve- 
ments in the school law, but experience confirms my convictions of the ne- 
cessity of such changes as I have heretofore recommended. The number 
of directors should certainly be reduced to three, as the business of the dis- 
trict would be as well attended to as it now is, and pay them a reasonable 
compensation for the time actualTy spent in the discharge of their duties. 

Length of term is now live months according to law, instead of four, and 
should be six. The additional month is generally received in this section 
with approbation. It will be a decided advantage to a Superintendent in 
this county. All the schools were visited once in four months, spending 
nearly half a day in each ; sixt3'-six can be visited the second time, by vis- 
iting three a day during the additional or fifth month. 

Rules and Regulations, — Directors should adopt a code of rules and regu- 
lations for the government of their schools. No one movement would, I 
think, accomplish more for the benefit of the schools, decrease tardiness and 
absence, and have a greater tendency to awaken pupils and parents to the 
true interest of school atTairs. Impartially and wisely enforced by teach 
era, in due time, parents and friends of education throughout the county 
would endorse them. 

Non-attendance. — About four hundred childrcn,of proper school ago, did 
not attend school during the year, or so seldom, that it was of no practical 
advantage to them, but a great disadvantage to those that did attend. That 
there should be so many children growing up in ignorance, some of them 
in sight of school houses, and nearly all within reach of ample school ac- 
commodations, provided for their advantage, is a subject that should re 
ceive the immediate attention of every true friend of education. 

School Examinationa were held at the close of the term, by a large num- 
ber of teachers. A few held monthly examinations with good effect. The 
houses were crowded with anxious parents and friends of education, ard 
the exercises were generally thorough. They are commendable, for they 
contribute much to the interest of the school and practical instruction. A 
few conducted theirs on the '^ parrot" principle, which was degrading, and 
certainly proved injurious to the children. There should be a distinction- 
however, made ^^ between the abuse of a thing, and the thing itself." 
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Conclusion, — My last election havlDg been declared illegal, on account 
of an oversight in law, in the organization of the Bridgeport independent 
district, and not being an applicant for appointment, this report will close 
my official connection with the schools of the county. I shall ever cherish 
and remember the honor that has been three times conferred by the direc- 
tors of the county, and for the many acts of kindness, for the last six years, 
received at their hands ; to the teachers, for their confidence and support ; 
to the .children, for their many little tokens of regard, and to the many 
friends all over the county whose hospitality I have so often enjoyed, I re- 
turn my most sincere and heart-felt thanks. I have enjoyed the labors of 
my position more than those of any other to which I was ever called. I 
labored earnestly and faithfully, with but one great object in view, the best 
interests, morally, socially and intellectually of the seven thousand chil- 
dren under my charge. That I failed in some particulars, to meet the re- 
quirements of all, I am quite willing to admit, as I lay no claims to the rare 
gem of perfection. But if I did what might reasonably have been expected, 
to elevate the standard and awaken a deeper educational interest, I shall 
feel that my labors have not been entirely in vain. How far I have suc- 
ceeded in performing my duty, however, it is now for an unbiased public to 
judge. Interested, as I ever hope to be, in the schools of the county, I 
trust, I may, many 3'ears to come, meet with the teachers at their periodi- 
cal gatherings and contribute my mite towards elevating the standard of 
education, and create a still more liberal public sentiment. May the schools 
o* this county rise to the level of the most advanced in the State, is my 
liighest ambition and my earnest wish. May God speed the great cause of 
common school education, shall ever be m^' invocation. 
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In few counties of the State, probably, has there been greater opposition 
to the ofBcc of County Superintendent, than in this, the home of the framer 
of the bill, which, by Legislative enactment, created and established the 
ollioe ; and this opposition, to a limited extent, still exists in many sections 
of the county, and in a measure, finds comfort in opposing the public 
schools as being less practical, and less thorough, than the old-time pay 
schools. In consequence of this opposition to the superintendency, there 
lias not been that rapid and substantial progress, nor that encouragement 
and co-operation which are pre-eminently necessary in working out the 
most valuable results of the system. Nevertheless, we think we are making 
:5ome progress. 
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New School Uoxises have been erected in Lamar, Mill llall and Porter. 
All are built of frame, but each is neat and serviceable. The house in Mill 
liall borough is arranged to accommodate three grades on the same floor. 
It is not yet furnished, but an effort is being made to secure furniture of 
the most approved pattern. Many new school houses are needed in the 
county. Some of the school boards, Woodward among others, propose to 
erect new buildings the coming summer, but it will take years before we 
can have all " unfit for use'' displaced by those more comely and cou- 
veaient. 

Comparatively few of our school houses are surrounded by what would 
be considered grounds of sufBcient size, except such as are placed on the 
edge of a common or a wood, where pupils are permitted to j)lay on private 
groands, which arc valuable for no other purpose. Fewer still have the 
grounds planted with trees, and fitted up in general for play and recrea- 
tion. 

The school furniture of this county is not llrst-class.* A few districts 
only have desks and seats of an approved pattern. Very few have extra 
chairs for visitors, and some have even no chair for the teacher. 

Most of the districts have a uniform series of text-bookks. Some, how- 
ever, have neglected to adopt any system, and consequently the number of 
classes is oft/?n greater than the number of pupils. In the rural districts 
there is still great aversion to the study of geography and grammar. In 
some schools of forty or more pupils, I found none stud}- ing grammar, and 
not more than three or four studying geograph}'. There is still room, in 
this respect, for much missionary work. 

We have here what are called the up-river and the farming districts ; the 
former have their schools open during the spring and summer, and the lat- 
ter during the fall and winter. Some of our teachers are employed in botli 
these sections alternately, thus teaching from eight to ten months in the 
year, while others, who teach in one of these sections only, arc employed 
but four or five months. These short terms have been particularly hurtful 
to our school interests, as teachers are compelled, a great part of the year, 
to engage in some other calling to earn the means necessary for their sup- 
port. The late law increasing the school term to five months, will prove 
of great benefit in this county. There are few of our districts that cannot 
afford to keep their schools oi^en longer than they have been doing. Some 
of the richest farming districts, and some of the lumbering district.s re- 
ceiving the greatest amount from tax on unseated lands, are those wjiosc 
tax-rate and salaries are lowest, and the school term the shortest. 

A serious impediment to our progress is, that our schools are not visited 
by parents and directors as they should be. I took occasion, during thu 
past winter, to address a series of articles, through our county newspapers, 
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to parents, teachers and directors, relative to school visitation, school bonse 
decoration, and kindred topics, and I am glad to say, that a practical ap- 
plication of my suggestions was made by many teachers. I found a great 
number of school houses decorated, not only with wreathes and festoons 
of evergreen, but also with chaste and often beautiful pictures and engra- 
vings. A Superintendent, it seems to me, is capable of doing much good, 
by encouraging pupils and teachers to cultivate a love for the beautiful in 
this way. The influence exerted extends beyond the school room, and 
reaches to the homes not only of the future, but of those of the present as 
well. My own experience leads me to think, that anything is valuable in 
our school work which tends to bring teachers, directors and citizens into 
closer companionship and greater harmony. Success is out of the ques- 
tion, unless all work together. If the oHlce of Superintendent can do 
nothing more than bring about a cooperation of all the elements of the 
S3'stem, pupils and parents, teachers and directors, it will still prove itself 
invaluable. 

The local newspapers were generously tendered me as a medium through 
which to communicate with the people. They have proved a valuable aid 
to the school system. During the whole time of my visitation of schools 
I used their columns, partly as before indicated, and partly in the publica- 
tion of such school statistics as seemed to be of public interest. 

Our County Institute was held December 5th to 8th, 1871, in the court 
house at Lock Haven. Though not quite so large as the one held the year 
before, the number enrolled was still respectable, being about two-thirds of 
those engaged in teaching. In interest, and practical results, it did not 
fall below the best we have had in the county. Evening lectures were de- 
livered by lion. H. Ilouck, Prof. Qeorge Ilageman and A. D. Rowe, Esq. 
Instructions, during the day sessions, were given by Messrs. Houck, Rowe, 
C. Lenkcr, A. T. Lille^^ John A. Robb and others, of our liome element. 

We are sadly in need of a State Normal school in this section of the 
State. Almost three years ago we started out to establish one at Lock 
Haven. About thirty-five thousand dollars were subscribed, a board of 
trustees, appointed, an architect employed, designs and specifications drawn, 
the contract awarded, the building located, the foundation dug, and the 
foundation walls erected. This, at the present writing, June 1, 18T2,iB the 
extent of our progress. All agree that the building should have been 
erected before this time, and that the school should be organized and be at 
work. Two serious obstacles have impeded our progress ; the first is the 
want of money at home, and the second, the lack of necessary appropria- 
tions from the State. While it is true that a community should give sub- 
stantial aid to encourage the State to locate one of these institutions in its 
midst, it seems but reasonable that the State at large, which receives the 
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benefit of the Normal training imparted to the teachers, should contribute 
li))eral1y to the creation of these schools. While it must be admitted that 
the State has given something, it cannot be said to have given liberally as 
compared with its immense wealth. It is well known that I think our pre- 
sent Normal school policy defective, because it permits these institutions 
to struggle for years into a crippled existence, before it reaches out a hand 
to help ; in fact, it offers its help when help is least needed. While it is 
true that this kind of treatment is designed to toughen an institution and 
make it hardy, it is also true that it tends to cripple and make many efforts 
abortive. No less than three efforts, in this Normal district, have been 
abandoned under the rigor of this toughening system. No special legisla- 
tion is needed or desired. Let the State grant to these institutions a suffi- 
cient amount, taken in connection with the local subscription, to put them 
on a healthy basis from the start. Let this grant, in no case, exceed the 
amount of the local subscription, nor a specified amount, say fifty thousand 
dollars, and let the State take proper measures to secure itself against any 
misappropriation of the funds it grants. 

A second plan which suggests itself, is district taxation ; that is, when 
a State Normal school is in process of construction, let there be a law en- 
acted requiring the proper officers of that Normal school district, each to 
levy in their special counties, at a uniform specified rate, a tax on all taxa- 
ble property. A two-mill tax, for a single year, would give the poorest dis- 
trict more than forty thousand dollars, or if averaged, a one and a half mill 
tax throughout the State, would yield more than fifty thousand dollars to 
each of the twelve institutions provided for by law. There would seem. to 
be no more injustice to the citizens of the State in the above, than there is 
in any other tax, inasmuch as the benefit goes not to any particular com- 
munity, but to the State at large, wherever well trained teachers arc em- 
ployed. 

But whatever the plan adopted to secure the funds, let us have more help 
for our institutions of this kind in the out-start, when they most need it, 
that they may enter on their career of usefulness, not only at the earliest 
possible moment, but in tbe strongest and most healthy condition, and when 
the spirit and ardor are in them, which are necessary to do battle bravely, 
and lead to ultimate victory. 
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Without some explanation of our statistical report for this year, in ref- 
erence to houses, furniture and apparatus, we would appear as going back- 
ward; for following strictly the " special instructions" in the statistical 
note-book, such change in numbers is made as would discredit our county. 
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In ISTl we reported TT grounds of sufficient size ; this jear the number 
is decreased 24. Then we were allowed to use our own discretion in deter- 
mining the matter, in connection with the various circumstances, now w« 
are confined, in the country, to '' at least half an acre." 

We report no first-class school houses; none with suitable furniture; 
none well supplied with apparatus, and nearly all without apparatus worth 
mentioning. We think we have a few school houses which may well be 
called first-class, yet we would not state that which is false under our in- 
structions. Bloomsburg has a house which we would report well furnished 
and well supplied with apparatus, except that it has not a few extra chairs 
for visitors, a class-bell, a few appropriate engravings, nor a Qazetteer, and 
it is therefore neither well furnished nor well supplied with apparatus. 

Greenwood has a building which, as a country school house, is not sur- 
passed by many in the State, yet it has not a case for books and apparatus, 
a clock, nor a few extra chairs for visitors. We have a number of other 
bouses which, considered in connection with all circumstances and sur- 
roundings, are most creditable. 

I do not intend these remarks in disrespect of the directions of the De- 
partment, but to make the discrepancies between this and our last report 
appear less objectionable. We would, however, say, that while uniformity, 
in the particulars named, throughout the State is a very desirable object, 
yet it may be well to allow some discretion in statistical reports, if full ex- 
planations are given in written reports. With an exception or two, we re- 
gard everything named in the instructions as important, and some others 
could be added, but we do not like to discredit commendable acts of direc- 
tors by condemnation, without a word of explanation. 

GRADED SCUOOLS. 

Each school district should have one or more graded schools, as the num- 
ber of scholars may demand. It is sometimes said that in country districts 
these cannot be had, because students, would, in many instances, be re- 
quired to walk too great a distance. We have carefully studied the situa- 
tion of each district in this county, and we believe graded schools could be 
so located that none would have more than three miles to walk. This 
would bo too distant for smaller children ; for them primary schools should 
be established in most convenient places. Older scholars could perform 
the labor, and receive in compensation superior advantages to gain, at 
home, in the public schools, as good a business education as may be ac- 
quired in most of the private academies abroad. Therein much would be 
saved in tuition and board. 

My work as County Superintendent, during the better part of the year, 
was almost wholly obstructed, by accepting charge of the Bloomsburg State 
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Normal school, as principal, last December. Nearly all visitations, aft.er 
that, were made by Mr. B. F. Zarr, who did the work well, and to the gen- 
eral satisfaction of teachers and directors. From his notes, and informa- 
tion received through correspondence and otherwise, I notice good work 
and progress. 

Eleven new houses were built, most of which are very creditable, and 
show marked improvement in all respects. 

Our County Institute was well attended. The members entered into the 
work, and used the time in such manner as kept them all interested. 

The Bloomsburg Normal school was, virtually, without a principal dur- 
ing the first half of the school year, the nominal principal having gone 
away, leaving the school in care of his employees. In this time, notwith- 
standing the faithfulness of those in charge, and the energy displayed un- 
der adverse circumstances, the patronage of the school decreased about 
one-halfl Last December acuon was taken, whereby the principalship be- 
came vacant. Since that time, under newly appointed principals, the 
school has been gaining patronage, and has risen to a standard most flat- 
tering. Its basis, and plan of operation, is of a more positive character. 
Providence so directs all things, that no evil occurs without its corres- 
ponding good. Through this temporary difficulty, the trustees were ad- 
monished of the responsibility of their situation, and citizens of the town 
and county were shown the necessity of their cordial support. 

Heretofore few considered the importance of success, with respect to 
either themselves or the community, now there are many resolved to foster 
the school, and make it an institution of honor to the Normal School dis- 
trict. 

In the concluding work of nine years service as County Superintendent, 
allow me thank the teachers and officers of the county, and members of the 
School Department, for the uniform kindness received at their hands. If, 
at any time, I have committed errors, I hope they may be considered merely 
errors of mind and not of heart. My object has been to do good. 
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Examinations. — Fifty-seven public examinations were held during the 
year, and one private examination was granted, under circumstances which 
seemed to justify a departure from our established rule. 

Teachers. — Males 228, and females 609, were examined, which was an 
increase of six over the whole number of applicants last year, and the 



58 



CRAWFORD COUNTY. 



greatest number ever examined in this county in any single year, except 
one. Of the whole number examined, (837,) 28 per centum, or 236 were re- 
jected, and nine were granted professional certificates. There has been a 
steady increase in the number of applicants during the last three official 
terms, and to show the numerical growth of the profession in this county 
for that period, extending over nine years, I append the following table, 
for the years ending June 1 , as indicated : 



■ 


1 
1864. 

421 

78 


1865. 1866. 1867. 

1 1 
1 1 


1868. 

734 
209 


1869. 


1870. 


1871. 

830 
224 


1872. 


Number examined. 


1 
440 451 1 673 
2 51 i 146 


779 
187 


726 
162 


837 


Number rejected 


236 



Since the commencement of our official labors — at examinations ; at Dis- 
trict and County Institutes; at our visitations — and on all favorable occa- 
sions, we have repeatedly urged upon teachers the importance and necessity 
of attending school, ^f private study and reviews, and of reading profes- 
sional works on the theory of teaching. As a result which we think is, at 
least, partly owing to these efforts, we have the pleasure of stating, from 
notes taken at our examinations, that of the 837 applicants who came be- 
fore us during the past year, only 103 had not attended, at least one term, 
at some school during the current year ; and there were only 26 who had 
not read or studied at least one standard work on theory of teaching. But 
the satisfaction afforded by this fact is greatly lessened by another fact, 
that very many have given such a hasty and superficial examination to the 
contents of these works, that they have been but little benefited thereby. 
Indeed, not more than one-fifth of those who have read or studied certain 
text-books on theory and practice, are able to pass a creditable examina- 
tion in any of them. 

Visits, — The bodily injury to myself, mentioned in my last report, and 
which was received April 10, 1871, proved to be much more serious than 
was anticipated. 1 was confined to my room for several weeks, and have 
been obliged to use a crutch ever since, which has made it very difficult for 
me to get around. In consequence thereof, I have made but 161 visits dur- 
ing the year, which averaged a little more than one hour each. 

The County Institute was held at Hydetown the third week in October. 
Nearly 200 teachers were present, and for the number enrolled, the average 
attendance was better than at any institute we have previously held in the 
county. Never have the people of any community manifested such a deep 
and earnest interest in our institute, or done so much, according to their 
ability, to promote its success, as did the people of Hydetown. The warm- 
est hospitality of the citizens was extended to the members of the insti- 
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tute, and nearly all the teachers were entertained free of expense, while the 
hotels generously reduced their rates, for members, to one dollar per day. 
The instructors employed were Supt. H. S. Jones, of Erie ; Prof. J. A. 
Cooper, of Edinboro' ; Prof. S. R. Thompson, of Lincoln, Nebraska, (for- 
mer Superintendent of this county,) and Mrs. E. A. Stetson Logee, of 
Philadelphia. In addition to the evening lectures by the instructors, the 
institute was favored with an interesting lecture on ^^Astronomical Oeogra- 
phy,"by Mr. L. W. Thieksun, of Meadville, and another on '^ The Teacher's 
Work and its Results," by Col. C. W. Tyler, of the same place, editor of 
the Crawford Journal. Reports were read on important subjects by teach- 
ers, as follows : — Mr. Jas. C. Graham, on ^' The use of Text-Books by the 
Teacher;" Mr. C. F. Chamberlain, on ^^ District Institutes, and how to Con- 
duct them ;" Mr. W. H. Armstrong, on "Classification of our Rural Schools," 
and Mr, P. F. Hallock, on " Teaching Spelling." 

Additional Labor. — Nine County and District Institutes were attended, 
at each of which we gave a lecture, or an hour's instruction, upon one or 
more branches, with special reference to methods of teaching them. Ten 
other educational meetings were attended, and beside the usual monthly, 
annual and statistical reports of our own, with the correcting, transcribing, 
approving and forwarding to the School Department the reports and cer- 
tificates for the 59 districts under our supervision, we have written 298 ofll- 
cial letters, distributed through the mails nearly TOO circulars and papers 
of an official character. 

WOBK DONE BY OTHER AOENCIES. 

Private Schools. — About the usual number of private schools were in 
operation during the spring and fall, with the usual patronage and satis- 
faction to those in attendance. 

District Institutes were sustained in Greenwood, Oil Creek borough and 
Spring township, and sessions of a joint institute were held at Saegertown, 
Mosiertown and Yenango borough, all with profit and satisfaction to those 
who participated in their exercises. 

The District Superinlendency was continued in Greenwood township 
through the year, though not without considerable opposition. The entire 
board, except one, were convinced of its advantages, and satisfied with its 
results. Many of the most intelligent citizens, most of those who are really 
interested in having good schools, and with one or two exceptions, all who 
have carefully watched its workings, and accompanied the Superintendent 
in his visits, speak warmly in its favor. But the thoroughness of Super- 
intendent M'Entire, and some of his pointed rejoinders to meddlesome op- 
posers, offended several, which resulted in stirring up a horneVs nesty and 
we are sorry to learn that so useful an agency is to be abandoned in Green- 
wood for the coming year. 
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The County Papers. — The Crawford Journal and the TttusvUle Herald 
deserve honorable mention for the interest taken in our County Institute, 
and they, with the Ifeadville Republican^ Crawford Democrat and Conne- 
autville Courier ^ all deserve many thanks for the cheerful readiness which 
they have ever shown in publishing our reports and notices, as well as all 
items and articles of an educational character, pertaining to the school in- 
terests of our county. In this respect, I do not think there is another 
county in the State more Highly favored by the press than is Crawford. 

RETROSPECTIVE. 

In closing this, my sixth and last official report, I cannot say that I am 
satisfied with the results of my labors as Superintendent, or with the edu- 
cational work accomplished by the combined agencies which have been under 
my supervision. " Heavy bodies move slowly," and while I sincerely re- 
gret that greater and more important results have not crowned the efforts 
which have been put forth, I am happy to find that a retrospective view of 
the past few years reveals pleasing changes and evidences of progress which 
are truly gratifying — a few of which I will mention. 

{a,) A general improvement and elevation of public sentiment in regard 
to schools and school matters, as well as the value and importance of edu- 
cation generally. This is seen, 

Ist. In the selection of men for school directors, who have more general 
information, are more deeply interested in schools, more public spirited and 
better qualified to discharge the duties of the office than formerly. This is 
proven by, 

2d. The providing of larger and better school houses, which are better 
located, better supplied with apparatus and other necessary conveniences, 
as well as more ample grounds than were generally furnished a few years 
ago. During my official term, more than 80 school houses have been built 
in the county, some of them among the finest in the State, and at an aggre- 
gate cost of more than $350,000. 

3d. In the increase of teachers* wages. For the year ending June 1, 
1861, the average pay of males per month for the entire county, was $25 48, 
and of females, $16 72. In 1866, males received an average salary of $44 42, 
per month, and females $28 69. In 18T1, the average salary was $49 75 
for males, and $31 07 for females. 

4th. In the increase in the salary of the County Superintendent. My 
successor commences his labors at a salary more than double that of my 
predecessor. The last five tri-ennial conventions for electing the Superin- 
tendent of this county, have fixed the salary as follows : In 1860 at $600 ; 
1863, at $800; 1866, at $1,000; 1869, at $1,500; 1872, at $1,716. Natu- 
rally following these, we have 
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yb.) An increased professional interest among teachers, which is evident, 

1st. From the greatly increased number of those who attend the Normal 
school and other schools every year, for the special purpose of preparing to 
teach. 

2d. From the greater number of f/radua^es from our Normal schools, who 
are yearly added to the list of our teachers, and are pledged to labor In our 
public schools for a certain number of years. 

3d. From the greatly increased number of our teachers who have read 
and studied professional works on teaching. Six years ago, only a small 
minority of the applicants for certificates in this county, professed any ac- 
quaintance with the standard authors on theory and practice of teaching. 
iut the number has been constantly increasing until now^ there are but fewr 
(only 26 out of 837 examined the past year,) who are not more or less fa- 
miliar with some standard work on this subject, and a large number are 
regular subscribers to some educational periodical. 

4th. From a larger and more regular attendance of teachers at our insti- 
tutes. From all of which comes as a result, 

(e.) An improved professional standing and efficiency of our teachers. 
This is sliown, 

1st. By less failures in government, less failures in correct teaching, and 
less complaints from parents and directors. 

2d. By a better and more systematic management of schools generally, 
and more thoroughness in giving instruction, as seen during our ofllcial 
visits. 

While we have always had and still have many middling teachers, and 
some 2^^or ones, every year has added good teachers, in excess of those who 
have left the ranks, so that the average status of our teaching forces has 
been steadily advancing. This is apparent from 

3d. An increase in the average attendance of pupils, as shown by the fol- 
lowing tabular statement, taken from the annual reports of the School De- 
partment for the years designated in their respective columns : 



1807. 



Total number of pupils enrolled. = 15,244 

Average aitendance of pupils 9,837 



1808. 



15, m*? 
10,967 



1869. I 1870. 



1871. 



15,67.^ I 15,734 

11,708 i 12,039 

I 



10,020 
12,904 



(d,) The great improvement of our County Institutes during the last five 
years, not only in this county, but all over the St^te. 

(e.) The adoption of a separate supcrintendency by the city of Meadville, 
five years ago, and the city of Titusville, one year ago, which relieves the 
County Superintendent of a considerable portion of the labor formerly de- 
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YolviDg upon him, and gives him several days' more time to devote to the 
rural districts, where it is certainly needed. 

Truly, " the world moves" forward, and Crawford county moves with it. 
The following is a partial summary of my official work for the six years, 
during which I have acted as Superintendent of schools in this county : 

Applicants for certificate examined, 4,597 ; applicants rejected, 1,164; 
visits to schools, 1,498; institute and educational meetings held and at- 
tended, 109 ; lectures and addresses delivered, 84 ; official letters written, 
1,878; days devoted to official labor, 1,656 ; miles traveled in'the discharge 
of official duties, 24,480. 

In retiring from the superin tendency of this county, I can truly say, that 
I have earnestly endeavored to perform the onerous duties of this respon- 
sible office as well as I could. I am conscious of having made frequent 
mistakes, but they have been " errors of the head and not of the heart." I 
believe that the educational interests of the county have steadily advanced 
under my administration^ and that I shall leave all matters pertaining to 
^e office in a better condition than when I entered it. Still, I assume for 
myself but a small share of the credit due for whatever of progress has 
been made during my term of office ; for I have been greatly assisted in the 
performance of my duties, by the excellent advice which I have frequently 
received from our worthy State Superintendent and his " cabinet," from 
Superintendent H. S. Jones, Prof. J. A. Cooper and other Superintendents 
and educational gentlemen with whom I have been associated, as well as by 
suggestions and favors received from our kind and gentlemanly editors, 
from teachers, directors and citizens in many parts of the county, on vari- 
ous occasions, for all of which I am truly grateful. 

I have formed a large number of very pleasant acquaintances, many of* 
which have ripened into friendships that will ever be cherished as among 
the most valued of my life ; and as I leave this field of usefulness, where I 
have learned so much of life and the necessary preparation for its duties ; 
where I have enjoyed so much of the respect and confidence, the sympathy 
and friendship of aged, middle aged and youth ; and as I call to mind my 
pleasing associations with the many good and noble men and women, whom 
I have so often met, whose society blesses all within the circle of their ac- 
quaintance, and the thousands of dear children, the contact with whose 
bright faces, pure minds and joyous young hearts always has a charm for 
us, and seems to inspire us to greater efforts in the endeavor to point them 
to the path of duty and a life of usefulness, I cannot sever the happy rela- 
tions, which for six brief years have characterijed our intercourse, without 
feelings of deep and sincere regret. 

In conclusion^ I tender my heart-felt thanks to my numerous friends in 
all parts of the county for their generous hospitality and kindness, which 
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I have BO frequently enjoyed. To the school directors who have so often 
honored me with their confidence, and by acting upon my advice and sag- 
gestions concerning their duties ; to the citizens who have ever accorded to 
me such honored respect ; to the faithful teachers who have so nobly done 
their duty, so earnestly striven for improvement, and so often sought my 
poor counsel, who have so kindly sustained and encouraged me in my offi- 
cial course, and by whom I have been made the recipient of so many ex- 
pressions of thankful regard and such beautiful and appropriate tokens of 
esteem ; to the dear pupils from whom I have ever received the most re- 
spectful attention, and to the editors of our county papers, who have ren- 
dered me such important assistance in my official work, one and all, I tender 
my most grateful acknowledgments. 

Words can but poorly express the debt of gratitude which I owe to all, 
for their uniform kindness and courtesy, their hearty co-operation and 
friendly sympathy with me in my labors, the recollection of which will ever 
be cherished as one of life's most precious memories. I trust that my suc- 
cessor may have, as he truly deserves, a full measure of the same. That 
Heaven's choicest blessings may rest upon you always, upon the good caune 
and all who labor for its advancement everywhere, is my earnest prayer. 
So mole it be. 
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I have but little to report for the year ending June, 1872, other than the 
statistics collected, tabled and already forwarded to the Department. — 
Everything is now ready, in our county, fbr movement on the part of di- 
rectors. 

They need to grade the schools and create other supervision. We now 
most suffer from difference of grade and work, and lack of systematical 
supervision. To remedy these evils, directors need to employ district 
Superintendents. The best teachers should be selected to superintend the 
workings of the different districts. One school district, or more than one, 
might constitute their fields of labor. All the schools, under their charge, 
should have the same number of classes with the same grades, and the 
same theory of teaching should be practiced in every school. To give grade 
to the system, one or more high schools should be established in the dis- 
trict of each Superintendent, into which be could pass all pupils who have 
finished the course in their respectice schools. We, therefore, recommend 
the establishment of District Superintendencies. 
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Our iostitute was a complete success. Probably it was the best ever held 
in the county. In conjunction with joint district institutes, this agency 
can be made very effective in giving system to the schools of the whole 
county, and in improving our teachers. It was my intention, last fall, to 
leave off the visitation of schools, and attempt a series of institutes, but 
failing to secure from directors of various districts a promise of time for 
teachers to attend them, I relinquished the same. 

So much do I anticipate from this agency, that another year would have 
found me exacting attendance of the teachers at their own expense. Our 
teachers have been generally liberal toward the support of institutes, and 
I am assured that they would have sustained me in this new undertaking. 
Another agency that the County Superintendent might use to the improve- 
ment of teachers, is the County Normal school. SuflBcient salary should 
be paid him, to justify his spending a couple of months, during the vaca- 
tion, in the teaching, or superintending, of a school composed of the 
younger teachers of tlie count}'. To insure their attendance at the same, 
no tuition should be exacted of them. But as the Cumberland Valley Nor- 
mal school will likely be in operation from next spring, this agenc}^ in Cum- 
berland county will not be needed. 

During my term of office, which expires at the close' of this school year, 
1 have labored as best I could to advance the school interests of the coun- 
ty, and wherein mistakes have been made, they were unintentional. What 
I conceived was of most harm to the school interests, I tried most to eradi- 
cate, viz : — Poorly qualified teachers. I raised the standard each year ; 
the last year giving only certificates enough to fill the schools. This course 
I considered due to the schools and the teachers. 

I thank those directors f6r sustaining me in this work, who paid their 
teachers according to the grade of the certificate. Until all directors do 
the same, they partially tie the hands of a County Superintendent, and do 
an irreparable wrong to those teachers who continually improve. In making 
up the certificates, I marked all, in practice of teaching, as my judgment 
dictated. 

Many thanks to those directors who so attested to my eflScicncy in the 
discharge of the duties of tlie office, as to consider the teaching mark all 
important in fixing the salary of teachers. 

In the discharge of my duties I have tried to be on the most friendly re- 
lations with the directors and teachers of Carlisle, as well as of other dis- 
tricts. The institute was held in that borough for two consecutive years, 
and Avas well attended by the teachers and directors of the whole county. 
It bein:; the most central and accessible point in the count}', the institute 
should always be held there. No director deserves more credit for his work 
in our schools, than James Uamilton, Esq., of Carlisle. He, alone, repre- 
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gentcd our directorial force at the State Teachers' Convention at Philadel- 
phia. 

In conclusion ; I have no unpleasant reflections to make on the teachers, 
directors, scholars or people generally, all treated me with respect and 
kindness. I will ever remember them, and the hospitality of those who, at 
various times, befriended me. If I have ever wronged any one in the dis- 
charge of my duties, I crave forgiveness, and give for nought whatever 1 
have done for the success of teachers and schools. For my successor, I 
request the co-operation of all friends of education. He deserves well of 
you. 
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The labors of another year have been performed, and steady advance- 
ment has been made in our educational appliances. 

This county comprises twenty-eight school districts, all, with a few ex- 
ceptions, made fully as much progress and improvement as in any prece- 
ding year ; while, in several districts, their success was much greater than 
heretofore. A number of worthy new school houses have been built during 
the last few years, which plainly indicate the rapid advancement of the* 
system io public confidence. Perhaps there is no plainer indication of tlio^ 
popular mind, relative to our school system, than this : Good houses^ giv- 
ing evidence of confidence; bad ones, certpinly the reverse. The borough 
of Middletown, Millersburg, Berrysburg, Lykens and Gratz, have the best 
school buildings that are found in any of the towns in the county. Thi? 
one in Middletown is a first-class building. These were built and remodeled 
during the past few years, except the one in Millersburg. Conewago town- 
ship has re-built all her school houses except one, and the probability is^ 
that will be re-built during the year. East Hanover three, a few more are 
very much needed ; Wiconisco two, with four rooms each, and should have 
one more; Williamstown two, one with four rooms ; Mifflin three ; Halifax 
three, one with two rooms, and one with four rooms; Jackson two; K*'cd 
one; Middle Paxton one; Susquehanna three ; Lower Paxton one; South 
Hanover two; Londonderry five ; Upper Swatara seven. Aggregate cost 
from seventy-five to eighty thousand dollars. We are free to say, that Up- 
per Swatara can be classed among the first in the State, as a district, for 
good houses. A number of houses have also undergone such repairs, that 
they now present both the appearance and comfort of new ones. There 
are, however, still others which ought to be removed, or at least to under^jjo 
5 School Rep. 
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a thorough reDOvation. The directors, however, in moat places, are taking 
measures for havino; tliese wants of their districts supplied as soon as 
their means and the abilities of the people will permit. 

Fu^hilure. — The new houses have been furnished with suitable desks, 
table. <S:c., for teacher, and sufficient black-board surface. Nearly all of the 
old houses have unsuitable, and in a few, injurious furniture, and will only 
be, in all probability, properly improved when their places are supplied 
wilh new buildings. 

Schools, — All the schools in the county that might be graded to advan- 
tnge are now graded, except those in Linglestown and Grautville. There 
is a disposition on the part of a considerable number to encourage the es- 
tablisshireut of a large number of schools, fancying the health of their 
children demands a school near the parental roof. I have met a number of 
children less than Ave and six years of age in school. I found a number 
of fechools with ten, twelve and lifteen scholars in attendance; and in al- 
most every instance they were a failure. Directors say that they cannot 
afford to pay for the best qualified, fill these small schools, almost without 
excei>tion, wilh teachers whose services could be dispensed, without any 
loss to thu public. About two-thirdsof the schools are well classified, and 
the remaining oue third only tolerable, but in some districts there is not 
that uniformity of books which the letter of the law requires. But in this 
respect, also, directors are gradually eflTocting a reform. Many of our 

schools have singing in connection with the other every day exercises > 

Mui^ic is not made a study, but all are encouraged to sinsi:;-and the infiu- 
ence of a lively song upon the flagging spirit of a school, after hours of 
confinement, « an hardly be over estimated. May the time soon come when 
' singing will not only be heard, but taught by note In all the schools of the 
count v. 

The government and morals of our schools, are not in many cases 
what they shouhi be. Our children are placed under as great a variety 
of influence as there are schooU, since no two of these are, in all re- 
spects, alike; it follows of course, that the efifects produced upon the mind 
of the pupil will be sulject to the same variety. We shall see principles of 
selHsline^s, pride, vanity, resentment and slavish fear more and more con- 
firmed, or we shall see them gradually yield and give way before the pow- 
•erfui sway of a moral influence, more in accordance with the nobler princi- 
ples of our nature, inculcating the doctrines of truth, of self-government, 
self ies|)ect, candor and a generous benevolence. This endless diversity in 
character and government of our schools, I will reduce to three general 
classes — the absolutely bad, the indiflerent, and the good. The first of 
the^e, instead of checking, promotes the growth of the worst principles of 
uur nature, imparting a scmblanjo of knowledge, at the expense of good 
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temper, good habits, and every manly and virtuous sentiment ; it calls into 
action the Jowest and most ignoble motive to exertion, in order to insure a 
momentary and transient end, without regarding the cultivation of the 
jrood affections of the heart, and the ultimate formation of the character. 
The second, which we have denominated the indifferent, cannot be said to 
have any government at all ; inasmuch as mere impulse bears sway ; at one 
time lenient, at another time severe, familiar and distant, good natured and 
morose, patient and peevish by turns, according to the humor, and produc- 
ing the corresponding effects of fear, of Levity and disrespect, in the little 
observers and imitators. The last, or good, I would say, that which has a 
direct tendency in the first place to excite a proper respect that shall insure 
obedience, not fronii fear, but from a desire to please ; that shall, in the next 
place, teach them to shun what is wrong because it is so, and to do what is 
right for the same reason, which shall counteract evil tendencies and habits, 
and cherish those that arc good ; that shall keep a steady eye upon the fu- 
ture relations of human life, which shall present motives to exertions, that 
will elevate, not degrade the mind ; which shall, in sliort, regard education 
as designed to develop and form the whole character, fitting it for nobler 
uses and ergoyments in the world to" come. 

The County Iinititute met at Middletown, December 11, and continued 
five days It was a complete success, probably not in numbers, but in en- 
erg3\ particularly on the part of the teachers, which is a move in the right 
direction. Ncarfy all our active, energetic and progressive teachers were 
present, and we feel proud to say, that many of these took an active part 
in its proceedings, greatly adding to its interest and efficiency; and I be- 
lieve a greater amount of enthusiasm, good feeling and general interest were 
manifested at tbis meeting, than at any other foru^er institute. The lec- 
turers and instructors were lion. J. P. Wickcrsham, II. Ilouck and Profs. 
J. Harrison, C. W. Dean, llev. O. II. Miller, J. D. Strock, and others. Our 
thanks are due to the trustees of the Methodist church, the citizens of Mid- 
dletown for the hospitality they extended to the teachers, and for the in- 
terest manifested in the success of the institute. Also to the clergy, for 
their inestimable services rendered during the progress of our meetings. 

Examinations. — I held twenty public and eight special examinations, 
daring which time I granted two hundred and ninety-two provisional, and 
three professional certificates. One hundred and fifteen directors and a 
large number of citizens attended these examinations. 

Obttlarles in the way of Improvement. — 1. Gratuitous labor of directors. 
2. Want of better salaries to teachers. 3. Want of proper grading of teach- 
eri»' salaries. 4 Want of parental co-operation. 5. Want of proper local 
mipervision. 0. Wartt of thorough and proper classification of pupils. T. 
Frequent change of teachers. 8. The inexperience and youthfulness of 
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many of our teachers, and that do not intend to make teaching a profee- 
sion, only play teacher for a few 3'ear8. 9. Neglect of parents and guar- 
dians in regard to sending their children to school. 

In closing this, my sixth annual report, I enjoy the satisfaction of know- 
ing that my labors have not been in vain. My thanks are due to directors 
of the county, for encouragement given, and confidence reposed in me Al- 
though often afUicted with sickness in my family, I have succeeded in ren- 
dering general satisfaction to teachers, directors and citizens, except a few. 
Let us still co-operate in the noblp enterprise of erecting a temple, on the 
hill of science, so broad as to be capable of holding every youth in. our 
land, and so high as to be a beacon to surrounding nations. But let us be 
careful to lay its foundation on that corner stone, which is true and pre- 
cious ; and then shall we be able to inscribe on the top-stone thereof, ^' Lib- 
erty and Happiness." 
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The permanency of the common school system in this county, is no longer 
doubtful. The common schools have gained a firm hold upon the eonfi- 
dence of our people, and they will undoubtedly continue to grow in favor 
with them as their merits and importance become more and more fully 
understood. 

We have, however, a few querulous individuals amongst us, whose hu- 
manity is so contracted, whose avariciousness so great, and whose love of 
self so predominant, that they cannot willingly assist in the promotion of 
this great and good work — the education of the rising generation — but that 
they choose rather to impede its progress and to thwart the efforts of those 
who freely labor to promote it. 

This school 3'ear has been one in which considerable progress has been 
made in our school affairs ; it has been one in which much earnest, intelli- 
gent work has been done by many of our school boards, and one in which 
our schools have been most successful and prosperous. 

Houses, — Three commodious houses have been built ; one in the borough 
of South Chester ; one in the township of Upper Darby, and one in the 
towuship of Chester. They are built of brick, and are two stories high ; 
those of South Chester and Upper Darby, have each two rooms, and that 
of Chester, one room in each story. These rooms are all particularly plea- 
sant, convenient and comfortable. They are also well finished, ventilated 
and well suited for school purposes. The house in Chester township, how- 
ever, needs a porch to complete it. 
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The townships of Radnor and Newtown, have each remodeled a houso, 
and bnilt an addition to it. The school room of each has been made much 
more suitable and convenient, but each of them is still defective in ventila- 
tion. Some other improvements have been made in the buildings of these 
and other townships, but they are not worthy of special notice. 

Our houses must be divided into three classes at least, according to the 
rule of the School Department, relating to their classification. There arc 
ten in the first class, fort3'-three in the second, and twenty-four in the third- 
Those of the first class have all the conditions required in first class houses. 
Those of the second class are each wanting in one or more of those condi- 
tions, such as a pleasant location, proper ventilation, a portico, convenient 
places for baskets and clothing, a case for books and apparatus, a sufilcient 
amount of black-board surface, &c. Those of the third class are unfit for . 
use. They have little indeed to recommend them as school houses, but . 
much to condemn them. In their construction, the health and comfort of 
their intended occupants seems to have been almost wholly overlooked, but 
their durability and cost appear to have received due attention. They pre- 
sent a repulsive appearance both inside and outside, and contrast strangely 
with the fine, comfortable dwellings that surround them. 

It is no wonder that many children dislike to attend school ; it is no won- 
der that they prefer to remain at home. Their love of knowledge would be 
great indeed, if they would willingly spend their youthful days in places so 
dreary and comfortless. 

Upper Providence will immediately remove two of her old, worn out 
houses, and erect first class ones in their stead. Concord, Ilavcrford and 
Middletown, will each erect one. These townships are wheeling nobly into 
line. They have, for the most part, earnest, intelligent and energetic men 
for directors. There are a few other districts that need such improvements 
as badly as these. 

Ventilation, — Sixty-six of our houses have no proper means of ventila- 
tion. This is a serious defect, and it should be remedied. A school house 
may be perfect in every other respect, yet if it cannot be readily and pro- 
perly ventilated, it is unfit for use. Pure air is essential to health, and 
health is very essential to every student, but more particularly to our school 
rhildrcn, who are not free to study as they i)lease, but who must toil on, 
being perhaps often unable either to study or to learn, in consequence of 
the impurity of the air which they are obliged to breathe. 

It has been ascertained by experiments made to test the purity of air 
breathed by the pupils of a well filled and ill-ventilated school room, that 
Nuch air contains about eighteen times as much carbonic acid gas as air 
ordinarily contains, twice as much as the air of a well filled lecture hall, 
and une and a half times as mu^h us the air of a bed room on the rising of 
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Its occupants in the morning. Tbis result shows the great impurit}', or 
poisonous condition of the air breatlied by children crowded into ill- venti- 
lated school rooms, and the positive necessity for their ventilation. Though 
most of our school rooms may be ventilated in some way, yet the means em- 
ployed are often improper, imperfect and insufficient. It is hoped that both 
directors and teachers will give this matter more earnest attention. 

Grounds. — Our school grounds have not undergone much change. Some 
improvements, however, have been made in the condition of a few of them, 
tucb as the planting of &hade trees, and the erection of neat fences in two 
or three instances, but the gi-eater part of them lies exposed and neglected. 
Host of our grounds are not entirely inclosed, being left open to the pub- 
lic. This exposure of them invites the depredations of animals that some- 
times roam at large, and of rude boys who often do more injury to the pre- 
mises than the brutes. 

All our school grounds should be enclosed with good, neat fences. The^'- 
have been pasture grounds long enough. They need far more care ihan 
they have yet received. Their condition must be improved, and their ap- 
pearance made more respectable, if we would have them reHpected^ and es- 
cape the hand of the spoiler. Some of our teachers and their pupils would 
delight in beautifying their play grounds with shrubbery, flowers, &c., if 
they could have their work protected. Directors would do well to encour- 
age them in this, by extending to them the necessary aid and protection. 

Furniture. — The following named districts have furnished one or more 
of their school rooms with approved furniture, viz: Chester, three; Chi- 
chester, Lower, one ; Darby, Upper, three ; Edgmont, one ; Marple, one ; 
Media, one ; Newtown, one ; Upland, one, and South Chester borough, four. 
Several districts have provided their school rooms with chairs for the use 
of visitors. Sixty-five of our school rooms have now good and suitable 
furniture ; but there still remain thirtj'-one that have furniture more or less 
unfit and injurious. The long, rough desks and benches of former times 
have almost disappeared from our county ; Birmingham and Darby bor- 
ough, however, have not yet entirely discarded the use of them. The pro- 
scress that has been made in re-furnishing our school rooms is very en- 
couraging, and bids fair to continue until all of them shall be suitably 
ftirnished. 

A} parolas. — There has been some little increase in the amount of appa- 
ratus, but not as much as the necessities of the schools have required. 

The grammar school of Media has been presented with a set of out-line 
maps by O. F. Bullard, a director, and with a fine steel engraving of Thad- 
deus Stevens by the school board ; the secondary school has recently been 
provided with a globe. The schools of Chester, Springfield, Middletowu 
and one or two of Upper Darby, have had their old worn out maps re- 
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placed with new ones. The ^ammar school at Lciperville, Ridley, has been 
provided with an excellent cottage organ, through the efr>rts of its earn- 
est, energetic teacher, Mr. James Sweeney, assisted by his pupils an<l tlieir 
parents and friends. Noneof our schools are well suppUed with apparatus. 
The words " well supplied," as defined by the School Department, do not 
apply to one of them. There are about sixteen that come nearly up to the 
requirements, but most of the others fall far short of them. 

The schools of ten districts possess no dictionary ; twenty-three no pro- 
nouncing gazetteer, and twenty-one no clock. Every school should havo 
not only these things, but many others as useful. 

Uniformihj of Text-Books There is a uniformity of text-books in most 

of our districts, but it is difficult to maintain it, except in those districts 
that find their schools in books. There is an absolute necessity for a uni- 
formity of text-books in each school, and perhaps in all the school^ of a 
district. This could be accomplished most readily, thoroughly and sntis- 
fact^TJly, if each district would provide its schools with the necessary books, 
and in this way uniformity could be easily maintained. Thirteen districts 
already furnish their schools with books ; this plan has proved very bene- 
ficial to the schools, and satisfactory to all concerned in their welfare. 

An effort has been made to have a county uniformity, and nt has partly 
succeeded. At the directors* convention held in Media, Februar}', 1^71, a 
committee was appointed to select and recommend a list of school books 
for adoption by the several districts. The books recommended by said 
oomroittee have been adopted already by several districts, and they will 
probably be adopted by most of the others in due time. 

Schooh, — We have ninety-seven schools ; thirty-seven graded and sixty 
ungraded. Six — five primary' and one grammar — have been estai)lislied 
this 3'ear ; one primary by each of tlie following named districts, viz : — 
Lower Chichester, Media, Upland and Upper Darby, and one primary and 
one grammar by South Chester. Two of the ungraded schools of Upper 
Darby have beeii removed into the new building erected for them, and have 
been graded ; three grades, primary, secondary and grammar, have been 
made of them. The Union school, of the same di^Jtrict, should be gra^led 
too- This school is entirely too large. 

The white schools of South Chester have been removed into their new 
building, re-organized, and more thoroughly graded by the opening of the 
two additional schools mentioned above. The colored school, too, has l)een 
removed into a larger building and made mare comfortable. The condition 
of this school has not been satisfactory ; the school has beeix too large at 
times, and its progress has been impeded very much by irregular attend- 
ance. 
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The directors of this district have worked earnestly to improve the con- 
dition of their schools, and though they have labored under many disad- 
vantages, yet they have succeeded in their purpose remarkably well. The 
two schools at Leiperville have been too large. There should be a second- 
ary school established there, that they may be more thoroughly graded; and 
the number of their pupils reduced. 

All of our schools, excepting a few, have been quite prosperous. Many 
of them especially so ; these have been, of course, under the instruction of 
superior teachers, as well as under the supervision of thoughtful and atten- 
tive directors. Several of them deserve special notice in this report, but 
the number of worthy ones being quite numerous, and the propriety of such 
a course being somewhat doubtful, I forbear particularizing any. 

Teachers. — We have had, for the most pait,an efficient and zealous corps 
of teachers. They have discharged their duties faithfully and impartially. 
Although they have done their woik well, yet they could have done it more 
effectively, if they had been free to p^^rsue that course which would have 
accorded more with reason and experience. The teacher is controlled too 
much by out-side influence ; he is not free to use his own judgment in the 
management of his school, but he is obliged to conduct it in conformity 
with the will of the people, and to subordinate his ideas of teaching to 
theirs, howeter erroneous theirs may be, if he would hold his position and 
be apparently successful. 

Work by Superintendent, — Sixteen public and seven special examinations 
have been held. One hundred and thirty-nine applicants, twenty-three 
males and one hundred and sixteen females, have been examined ; of whom 
forty-five, nine males and thirty-six females, have been rejected. Ninetj'- 
two provisional, and two professional, certificates have been issued. The 
schools have all been visited twice, the duration of each visit averaging 
about three hours. Much other work has been done, but it is unnecessary 
to give a detailed account of it. 

Annual Institute. — The annual institute was convened at Media on Mon- 
day, October 23, and was continued in session during the week. All the 
teachers under my supervision, excepting three, were present. Most o^ 
them engaged earnestly in the work of the institute, and seemed anxious 
to make themselves more worthy of their profession. 

District Institutes. — Semi-monthly institutes have been held in the dis- 
tricts of Media, Upper Providence, Radnor, Marple, Haverford and Upper 
Darby. These meetings have been successful, and have "had a good effect 
on the schools of these districts, by increasing the efficiency of their teachers. 

District Superintendency. — The districts of Aston, Bethel, Radnor and 
Upper Darby, have had District Superintendents. The good condition of 
the schools and school property of these districts, proves the usefulness of 
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such officers. There should be one in each district. There is positive need 
of a closer and more systematic supervision of the schools of most of our 
districts. If one suitable person should be intrusted with this wojk in 
each district, it would most probably be well done, for he would feel the 
responsibility of his position — he would feel that the success of the schools 
would depend, in a great measure, upon him, and hence he would, most 
likely, give them that attention they so much need. In one respect our 
Superintendents have been very careful ; they have endeavored to obtain 
good teachers. This is one very important effect of the office. 

The district of Radnor has been most fortunate in having such a man as 
Mr. Benjamin Brooke to superintend her schools. He has been thoroughly 
interested in them^ and he has devoted much time to them. Daring the 
year he has visited them about one hundred and tweut}' times. This care- 
ful and constant supervision has given Radnor good teachers and good 
schools. 

iJirectors^ Convention, — A convention of the directors of the county was 
held in Media, February 19, 1872. It was convened ta receive and to 
consider the report of the " graded and county high school committee,'' 
which had been appointed by a previous convention of directors. The re- 
port was duly considered, asd was unanimously adopted. It showed the 
necessity of graded schools, and strongly urged their establishment, and 
showed, too, that the law makes their establishment, wherever practicable, 
obligatory upon the directors. The committee reported strongly in favor 
of county high schools, also deeming them essentially necessary to com- 
plete our system of public schools. 

The committee thought that the present school law would, probably, 
authorize the establishment of such schools, but thought it would be best 
to procure some legislation upon the subject before going further. With 
this view the committee had framed a law, giving the directors undoubted 
power to establish these schools whenever they may deem it advisable. — 
This law was unanimously approved by the convention, and a committee 
was appointed by it, to urge its passage through the Legislature. 

In my next report I hope to be able to record further progress m this 
matter. The first step has been taken, and others, I trust, will follow in 
quick succession, as soon as the necessary power shall be obtained. 
(^Graded and county high schools must be established before our school 
system will be perfected, and before our common schools will become, in- 
deed, the " People's Colleges." 
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School Houses. — One house was erected in Fox district, at a cost of 
$1,000. It is a neat, substantial frame building, convenient in plan and 
pit asantly located. 

Jny township has in course of erection a house, which, when completed, 
will be an ornament to the district. 

The school board of Jones township, are making arrangements to enlarge 
the house at Wilcox, by the addition of another story. This building is 
pleasantly situated on a gentle rise of ground, overlooking the village. In 
its new form, it will present a greatly improved appearance, and will be well 
suited for the purpose of a graded school. 

The directors of other districts intend to erect suitable school buildings 
during the present year. 

Furniture and Apparatus, — Six of our houses are well supplied with 
improved and ele am furniture. 

Most of our schools are supplied with out-line maps, and many of them 
with globes and charts ; but in too many instances our teachers fail to make 
a proper use of these articles. 

Graded Schools. — Two graded schools, each with three grades, were es- 
tablished during the year; one at Ridgway, under the charge of Mr. L. D. 
Rockwell, and the other at Wilcox, under the charge of Mr. B. C. Wheeler. 
Both of these gentlemen are excellent teachers, and the schools under their 
charge have thus far \k'vu successful. 

The schools of St. Mary's could be very advantageously graded, and 
under the management of John A. Blatteau, A. B., the present eflicieut 
principal, we hope soon to see this accomplished. 

Coan' I Institutes, — The County Institute was held at Ridgway, in March, 
and was well attended. Prof. J. A.' Cooper, of the Edinboro' State Normal 
school, was the principal instructor. Revs. Little and Pattison rendered 
valuable assistance. Lectures wero delivered by Prof. J. A. Cooper, Rev. 
n. A. Pattison and George A. Rathbun, Esq. Directors and friends i f edu- 
cation throughout the county assisted in securing a large attendance at this 
institute, and the citizens of Ridgway gave it a cordial support. 

Teachers. — Our teachers, as a class, are earnest and faithful in the dis- 
charge of their duties, and a large majority of them gave satisfaction. In 
methods of instruction, and in the general management of the schools, there 
has been a decided improvement. A large number of teachers were very 
successful in sec iring regular attendance. Many of the reports show an 
average attendance of more than 90 per centum of the whole number regis- 
tered, and some of them nearly 100 per centum. 
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Directors, — Oar directors have willingl}" given their snppor'. to every 
measure tending to promote the interest and prosperity of the schools, and 
neat and substantial school buildings, some of which are found* in every dis- 
trict in the county, attest their liberality. 

The Press. — Our thanks are tendered to the editors of the dilFerent county 
papers, for valuable assistance rendered by them. 

Means of Improvement, — lean st ggest no means better calculated to 
promote improvement, than the establishment in the county of at least one 
high school. This is one of our great educational wants. Such a school 
would give us better qualified teachers, and would exert a most salutary in- 
fluence throughout the county. We hope soon to see a school of this kind 
established. 

Conclusion — I tender my thanks to the School DepartmcHt for favors 
received, and to directors, teachers and citizens for their uniform kindness 
and hospitality. 
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This report closes my labors among the schools of the county for one 
term of the Superinten^lencj'. 

Changes have been made during the terra, that cannot but b3 productive 
of good. Although slow, yet sure, arc the customs of fbrmer times, so 
detrimental to the advancement of our schools, giving way to those more 
in keeping with the ai;e in which we live. 

We look forward, wit i nn ch anxiety-, to the time when the cry of " op- 
pressive taxation" and " tyrannical school laws" will cease. 

Houses. — The number of houses built within the past school year is 
small, compared with the two preceding years. 

^>ome districts are much in need of better houses; but the "burden of 
taxation" is so much complained of, by not only those who think they have 
ho interests in our schools, because not patrons, but by patrons themselves, 
that through this influence school oflicers are ^ revented from discharging 
their known duties. 

Dilapidated houses, and a poor class of teachers, usually attest the folly 
of this course. 

It has cost Erie county as much for a new jail, leaving out the e c] e '•'c 
of detection, arrest and couviclion of criminals for the past year, as it 
would 10 furnish every girl and bo}', of the proper age, in the count}' with 
three years continuous schooling ; yet the n.oney is supposed to be judi- 
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ciousl}' expended, and we hear no complaint of this kind of taxation, vir- 
tually reversing the adage, that it is cheaper to educate a man than to hang 
him. 

Jf the style of churches indicates the religious and moral prosperity of 
a community, no less do .their school houses and surroundings show their 
educational spirit. 

These " People's Colleges" have a bearing upon the price of every man's 
farm in their vicinity. They tell their own story ; and money expended 
for their erection, will revert back to the tax-payer with good interest. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — On the- basis of special instructions, issued 
to County Superintendents from the Department, a great portion of our 
schools arc without " suitable" furniture, and neither are the}' " well sup- 
plied with apparatus," yet the furniture of but few houses in the county 
can be pronounced *' injurious," and many of them are supplied with such 
apparatus as globes, numeral frames, out-line maps, &c. 

Schools, — There were three hundred and five schools in session, in the 
county, the past year, with an averaged term of six and three-eighths 
m out as. 

Notwithstanding the evils resulting from such a course as have, from 
time to time been pointed out by myself and predecessors in office, yet, in a 
mnjority of the districts of the county, the school year is divided into two 
terms, with an intervening vacation of three months ; and schools are kept 
in session through the warm months of July and August. 

It seems to be the mission of a County Superintendent to enjoy the un- 
' pleasantness of seeing and pointing out the evils that, like dead weights, 
clog the progress of our schools, without having the power, or even the 
hope of a removal. 

It is with pride that I refer to the district of Mill Creek. She has abol- 
ished " boarding round," consolidated her school terms, and established the 
district superin tendency, placing her schools under the close supervision 
of a professional teacher. Thus systematized for the two past terms, her 
schools are far in advance of an}' other district in the county. All the dis- 
tricts skirting along the lake, as well as manj*^ others, are abundantly able 
to follow her example, and stand on an even footing with her. 

Our Teuchers. — We want a class of better trained teachers. Our teach- 
ers are not in want of ])etter opportunities to prepare themselves for the 
school room. 

The Normal school, at Edinboro', the L. S. seminary, at North-East, and 
several Union schools, in different parts of the county, furnish opportuni- 
ties for all of our teachers to attend school without going far from home. 
Then why are teachers so scarce, and why are so many employed that are 
poorly qualified? The only reason I can assign for these growing evils, 
arises from the two term system. 
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A winter term of only three months is all that holds out any inducement 
for our best teachers, in the way of fair remuneration. Other counties 
offer them a longer term at as good wages. They leave, and the summer 
term creates an apparent necessit}- for licensing an inferior class of teach- 
ers, and a refusal to bend to these needless necessities on the part of the 
examining officer, is considered arbitrary. 

In the emplyment of teachers, it is seldom that more ability is obtained 
than is paid for. A poor teacher costs too much at any price. 

Some of our older teachers are neglecting all means of self-improvement, 
and then feel aggrieved when their certificates indicate that they are retro- 
grading. 

When teachers neglect to discuss questions of teaching with others, to 
attend the County Institute, to make regular preparation out of school for 
the duties in it, and to read educational works, it Is time to strike their 
names from the county list. Our State School Journal is read by too few 
of our teachers. As well might our lawyers expect to successfully expound 
the laws, without keeping posted in late enactments, as our teachers to 
keep up with the times without being readers of educational periodicals. 

The Director}/. — There are, perhaps, no duties connected with the inter- 
ests o£our public schools of more importance than those resting upon our 
directors. Their powers are almost unlimited, and hence, to a great extent, 
discretionary. 

The manner in which the duties of this office are beiiJg discharged, in 
many case? in this county, is evidence enough that this i% the weak point 
in our system. It would seem that officers having the disbursement of al- 
most the entire school fund of the State, amounting to upwards of $8,000,000, 
and in short, the entire educational interest of the children of the State in 
their own hands, should at least be sworn officers, and like other officers, 
receive recompense for services rendered. The office at this time is some- 
what burdensome in this count}". 

Seven-eighths of our directors are farmers and mechanics, in ordinary cir- 
cumstances, who not only think, but are free to sa}', that they are less able 
to lose from fifteen to thirty days of time each year, than the public is to 
pay them for it. This is their reply when reminded of their duties in vis- 
iting schools. 

All can see the important duties resting upon these officers, and that the 
evils spoken of do, in very many cases, prevent a faithful discharge of these 
duties. Is there a district in the State unable to pay for the proper man- 
agement of its educational interests ? A reduction of the number of direc- 
tors in this county, and a small remuneration for the necessary amount of 
time expended, would add new life to the office. 
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County Institute. — The County Institute was held in the L. S. seminary, 
at Xorth-Kast, in November. The local interest and aid will long be re- 
membered by the teachers of the county. The attendance was good, and 
the instructions were thorough. The distinguishing feature of the meeting, 
was the large attendance of directors, and the earnest manner in which 
the}' participated in the discussion of local questions. 

Conclusion,-^ My entire time was devoted to the schools of the county 
the past year. I reached every district in the county, missing only eight 
schools that were closed when in their vicinity. Being aided by directors 
and teachers, I feel that my incessant labors cannot but be produclive of 
gooil, and I enter upon the duties of another year, hoping to see changes 
made that will tell in the future prosperity of our schools. 
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Educational Profjresit. — Having, in my annual reports for the last five 
years, given detailed statements of the condition, operation and progress 
of our public schools, it remains for me but to report the evidence of con- 
tin u«'d progress, gleaned from the operations and condition of our schools 
duriiiLT the past year. The growing interest of the people at large, in the 
public schools, is evinced by their increasing willingness to tax themselves 
for their support, and by their increasing readiness to avail themselves of 
the advantaues which these schools offer for the education of their children. 

It is gralif\iug to find that the theory of education is being investigated 
by teachers, school officers and parents. While there is general agreement 
as to tlie end of collegiate studies, widely different views still prevail in re- 
gard to the primary purpose of a common school education, and to the 
proce.^ses (»f attaining it. Correct views on this subject are of the utmost 
consequence ; man}' ^)arents seem to labor under the mistaken impressions, 
that tbe attainment of knowledge is the first, if not the only thing to be 
aimed at in sohool, while the trainini^ of the faculties is regarded as a mat- 
ter of secondary importance. 

Hut with all our improvements, we are making but little progress in 
grounds and out-buildings. 

The majority of the teachers have proved themselves noble laborers in 
the cause of education. They are a growing class ; not in numbers, but in 
cfllcieiKry and influence. Many teachers are endeavoring to improve them- 
selves liy attending Normal schools and institutes. The wages of teaehers 
have advanced slightl}-. With regard to the educational sentiment of the 
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count\', I can give an assurance that the mass of the people desire and are 
ever ready to maintain a high order of public schools. 

Among the tangible evidences of progress in our county, may be men- 
tioned the increasing qualifications of teachers, a (lualificatiou which em- 
braces theory of teaching; more uniformity in the classification of pupils; 
improved methods of instruction, methods which bring into constant requi- 
Bition chart and black-board exercises, supplanting the old method o^ pour- 
ing *w, by that more approved of drawing out ; greater earnestness in the 
teacher, and a corresponding effort on the part of the pupiN, a thorou^^h 
comprehension by the people at large of the importance of a judicious in- 
tellectual training of youth. 

The usual number of new houses have been built, while many of the old 
ones have undergone thorough repair, and the necessary apparatus has 
been introduced. 

Coiinly Instilute. — The annual meeting of teachers and friends of efluca- 
tion convened at Uniontown, during holiday week. The value of t lese 
county meetings can no longer be doubted by those who have observed 
their practical effect. It has greatly improved primary instruction in the 
various school branches. Besides the very eflicient aid renden*d by our 
home teachers, we were assisted by Prof. Antlrew Ijurtt, of Pitthbur^, wiio 
lal)ored earnestly and successfully during the entire session. An a; I dress 
was delivered by Prof. J. P. Wickersham, who made his second visit to our 
count}'. 

Obalacles in the way of Improvement. — These are the same as slated in. 
my last report, viz : The low practical estimate placed by parents upun the 
importance of education when compared with the other elements of success 
in life. 2. Want of a sufficient number of well qualified teac'hers. 3 >liort- 
Dess of the school terms. 4. Inadtrquate salaries to those who are co:npe- 
tent. 5. Irregularit}' of attendance. 

Concluaion Let all friends of popular education co-operate with srhool 

ofHcers in the development of an intelligent i)lan. Clood intentions, (ii.ding 
expression in a thousand out-lets, do but little in comparison with concen- 
trated systematic*, effort. 

Thanks, — I return my most sincere thanks to the many kind friends, 
teachers and directors, for their kindness and hospitality to me in the past 
six years. To Hon. J. P. Wickerbham, and his assistants in the Di-part- 
mcnt, 1 return my earnest thanks for their courtesy and unitbrm kindness. 
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FOREST COUNTY— S. F. Rohrbr. 

We have reason to be proud with the workiogs of our school system. 
The schools continue to be in a healthy condition, and the work done diir- 
inir the past year compares favorably with the one just preceded. Although 
our county at present, is but sparsely settled, with few schools in it com- 
pared with some of our neighboring counties, yet our prospects for the fu- 
ture are promising. 

Among our directors are men of intelligence, and zealous workers in the 
cause of education, and the good they have done for our schools cannot be 
too highly appreciated. The interest also manifested by the people gen- 
erally in educational matters, has bad its good influence, and contributed 
much to the success of our schools. 

Districts and Houses. — A few changes have lately taken place in the 
boundary lines of some townships, and a new district has been formed. 
There are now nine school districts in the county, with the following num- 
ber of school houses in each, respectively: Barnett, 6; Greene, 5; Har- 
mony, 7 ; Hickory, 4 ; Howe, 1 ; Jenks, 3 ; Kingsley, 7 ; Tionesta, 6, and 
Tionesta borough, 1 ; in all 39 school houses. With but few exceptions, the 
houses are pleasantly located on some shady spot, neat and comfortable, 
having a sufficient area of play ground reserved for health and recreation, and 
ayswer all the purposes for which it was intended. Although the grounds 
are generally unimproved by art, many are shaded with evergreen forest 
trees, offering abundant facilities for plays and amusements of all kinds. 

The new house in Hickory district, destroyed by fire last year, has not 
yet been replaced. Greenwood school house, in Barnett djstrict, erected ' 
a few years ago for the purpose of consolidation, was lately destroyed by 
fire. The fire originated in the woods, and communicated to the building. 
No new houses were built during the year, but a few have been thoroughly 
repaired, and the Marine Centre school house in Jenks district, has been re- 
modeled, and for comfort and convenience, is not surpassed by any in the 
count3'. 

Graded Schools. — The school in Tionesta borough is, at present, the only 
graded school in the county. The school at Neillsburg, a thriving village 
in the north-western corner of the county, will, it is thought, soon become 
a graded school. 

Teachers. — Our local teachers continue to improve in their work of teach- 
ing, and in nearly all cases have done well, and given general satisfaction. 
Those intending to make teaching a profession are laboring faithfully to 
qualify themselves properly for the work before them, by reading educa- 
tional books, and studying more thoroughly those branches in which they 
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appear less proficienJ}. The law requiring teachers to be examined yearly, 
has had a beneficial effect. 

ExaminaiionB. — Twelve public and four private examinations were held, 
at which four male and thirty-seven female teachers were examined ; thirty- 
four received provisional, and three professional certificates. Four appli- 
cants were rejected, and nine were examined who never taught. The 
examinations were generally coaducted on the oral method, but when prac- 
ticable, on the oral and written methods combined. The examinations were 
well attended by directors and friends of education. 

Visitations. — I traveled over the county twice for the purpose of visiting 
achools. I commenced the summer tour in July, and the winter tour in 
January. In all I made sixty-five visits, and the time spent at each school 
was a little over two hours. I generally find the schools attractive, and 
teachers and pupils pleasant and sociable. Children have a natural aver- 
sion to idleness, and in schools where they find constant employment, 
(which should be the case in all schools,) I observe better order than in a 
few schools where this is not the case. Teachers should remember to give 
their pupils constant employment during school hours, and small children 
should be permitted to draw letters and paint words on the black-board or 
slates after recitations. In schools where this is done, greater progress is 
made among pupils, and better order maintained. In some schools out-line 
Qiap drawing is practiced by those studying geography, with commendable 
success. 

Educational Meeting, — Our county was favored last fall by a visit from 
Hod. J. P. Wickersham, our State Superintendent, and we had the pleasure 
^f hearing an able address delivered by him to the teachers, directors and 
friends of education, at Tionesta. This address was listened to with intense 
interest, and highly appreciated by all who heard it, and the suggestions 
offered were practicable, and to the point. We should have more work of 
this kind. Educational meetings, when jv-ell attended, have a good infiu- 
«Dce, and should be held in different sections of the county as often as prac- 
ticable. 

County Institute. — Our fifth County Institute met at Tionesta, on the 24th 
of January, and was well attended. Thirty- two teachers were enrolled, and 
much interest was manifested by all during the entire session, and in every 
respect it was considered the best institute yet held in the county. We 
were again ably assisted by Superintendent C. H. Dale, of Venango, and Rev. 
S. S. Burton, of Tionesta. 

The Press. — Our local papers have been active in the cause of education, 
and have done much for our schools. Their columns are open for educa- 
tional articles at all times. 
6 School Rbp. 
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Compulsory Attendance, — The subject of compulsory attendance has oc. 
casionally been discussed, but as a general opinion, the measure does not 
receive much favor in our county, even by some of our best educational 
men. A compulsory law may do well in large cities, where there are many 
children perhaps not properly cared for, and suffered to grow up in idle- 
ness and ignorance, but in rural districts, this is seldom the case. Parents 
are willing and glad to send their children to school, whenever they have 
an opportunity to do so. There are, however, cases where a law of this 
kin^ would be beneficial. Where parents persist in refusing to send their 
children to school, something should be done for the benefit of those chil- 
dren. Where the school houses are comfortable, and within a reasonable 
distance for children to attend, no excuse can be offered. But where this 
is not the case, where the school houses are poor, unhealthy and uncom- 
fortable, and beyond proper bounds, there may be some groufids for excuse 
on the part of parents for not sending their children regularly to school. 

As the school system was not forced upon the people, but by their own 
free will made provisions for the education of all, and, as the system is now 
working well — until better means are provided in some localities, for the 
comfort and accommodation of the children when at school, a compulsory 
law at present would be considered impracticable. 



FRANKLIX COUNTY.— S4MUEL Gelwix. 

New Houses. — During the past year ten new houses were built in the 
county. Southampton leading off in the good cause, built two brick houses 
thirty-four by twenty-eight feet. Both are well supplied with furniture, and 
have a sufficiency of black-board surface. Within the past six years, ten 
new houses have been built in this township, all of the above dimensions. 
Two are being erected the present summer. When these are completed, 
Southampton can boast of having the best school houses in the county. A 
large brick house was built in Qreene township. This house compares 
favorably with any that have been erected in the county. Guilford built 
two brick houses of convenient size. The quality of furniture in these 
bouses is much better than in those built in the same township a few years 
ago. A large two storied frame house, capable of accommodating two 
schools, was erected in Quincy township. The building, which formerly 
occupied the site of the new one, was found insufficient to comfortably seat 
the pupils of the school. The new one was built and the school graded. — 
These are the only graded schools, in a country district, in the county. A 
neat brick house was erected in Antrim township. This house is substan- 
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tially built, but it is too small to conveniently seat the pupils. Two build- 
ings, one frame the other brick, were erected in Peters township. These 
are both good houses, and are supplied with suitable furniture. The house 
in Metal township, previously reported unfit for use^ was torn down, and 
a large brick building now ornaments the spot which was heretofore ren- 
dered gloomy by the old wootien building which stood on one corner of the 
play ground. A splendid school edifice is being erected in Waynesboro' 
the present summer. A correspondent, writing to the Public Opinion^ 
says : — *' The organization of the school was first adopted, and then the 
hoase was formed to meet the wants and conveniences of that organization. 

*****' Entrance to the first story school rooms is gained 
by two porticos — one on the north side, and next the street, and the other 
on the south side, next to the play ground. At the north end are all the 
stairways, halls, pantries and the principal's room, which is on the second 
story. At the south end are the recitation rooms, well lighted, and with 
splendid bla^k-board surface. The school rooms are made with moveable 
sash partitions which, when hoisted, converts each story into one large 
school room for general exercises. 

" The house will be furnished with modern furniture ; and a faculty of 
modem, able, progressive and wide-awake persons will be employed. A 
residence will be erected, at public expense, adjoining the school lot, on 
which the principal will have his home.'' 

Play Ground, — Too little attention is paid to the size and improvement 
of play grounds. In order to engage in sport, the pupils are frequently 
obliged to resort to an adjoining field. The result is, the owner of the field 
lodges complaint, and the teacher is censured for not preventing th& trans- 
gression. In some districts the evil is being remedied. The grounds are 
being enlarged, thus affording the pupils ample room for exercise^ 

Location of Rouses. — In many cases the corner that can be purchased 
for a trifling amount is selected as the site for a school house.. There is 
nothing pleasing or attractive in the location. Disliking the situation, the 
pupils soon lose respect for the house. In a few years this loss of respect 
is shown by the abused condition in which the house is found* 

Apparatus. — By reference to my statistical report, it will be seen that 
the number of houses without apparatus worth mentioning, far exceeds the 
number well supplied. In fact, many of the houses classified under the 
first named division, deserve rather to be classed as havingr no apparatus. 

Schools. — During the year the schools of the county have made com- 
mendable progress. In some instances satisfaction, was not rendered by 
the teacher, but such instances were comparatively rare*. It is to be de- 
plored, however, that so little attention was paid by directors to monthly 
▼isitations. Very few schools were visited regularly. A. marked differ 
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ence was observable between those schools regularly visited, and those to 
which no attention was paid. 

Graded schools are needed in some localities, but steps are being taken 
to meet the want at an early day. 

The classification of a majority of the schools was good. In many cases 
imperfect classification resulted from a want of uniformity in text-books. 
This want of uniformity is not wholly owing to the neglect to adopt a regu- 
lar series of text-books ; but, in many, it results from a frequent change of 
residence. In removing from one school district into another, a change of 
books is often required. Many parents are unable to purchase the required 
books ; and many who are able, refuse to do so. A disorganization of the 
classification of the school is the result. The evil can be remedied only by 
establishing a uniformity of text-books throughout the county, or, if possi- 
ble, throughout the State. 

School Library, — Through the exertions of W. H. Hockenberry, Esq., 
Principal of the Boys' High school in Chambersburg, a good library was 
collected for the use of the school. Many of the books were presented by 
the citizens, and many by different publication houses. This is the only 
public school library in the county. 

County Institute, — Our County Institute was well attended by teachers 
and friends of education. Assistance was rendered, and instruction given, 
by Prof. Raub, of Lock Haven ; Prof. Hull, of Pittsburg ; Dr. J. H. Shoe- 
maker, of Chambersburg; Prof. S. A. Potter, of Philadelphia, and others. 
The teachers, in almost every township, were allowed the time, an evidence 
of the popularity of such gatherings. 

Normal Institute. — I re-opened the Normal Institute in Strasburg on the 
1st of April. Forty-two pupils were in attendance; the majority of whom 
have taught in our schools. The following branches were taught, viz : — 
Orthography, reading, written and mental arithmetic, descriptive and local 
geography, physical geography, English grammar, natural philosophy, 
United States history, elementary and higher algebra and Latin. 

Work done by Superintendent, — During the year I held twenty-three pub- 
lic examinations ; examined thirty-four applicants privately ; traveled nine- 
'teen hundred and thirty-eight miles ; wrote one hundred and ninety-eight 
official letters; held a County Institute of five days duration, and taught 
a Normal Institute for a term of twelve weeks. 

I again re-iterate what I said in a previous report : — The labor required 
•of a County Superintendent in this county, is too great to be successfully 
performed. 

Although the result of my labors, for the past three years, has not reached 
ZD-y expectations, yet I am satisfied that I have not labored in vain. I have 
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endeavored to push on the work so BuccessfuUy begun by my predecessor. 
In this I have received the co-operation of many directors, and of most of 
the teachers. For their kindness I return my hearty thanks. 



FULTON COUNTY Hiram Winter. 

In submitting this, my sixth and last annual report to the Department, I 
feel encouraged still to be able to report progress. It is true, that our on- 
ward march has not been marked by rapid strides, but considering the 
many disadvantages under which we labor, I think that few counties have 
done more. Taking into consideration the mountainous character of the 
county, its sparse population, the sterility of the soil in most of the dis- 
tricts, the burdensome taxes necessary to keep the schools open the mini- 
mum term required by law, and all must agree, that though more might have 
been done, yet we have done well. Among the several districts thus affect- 
ed, may be reckoned Bethel, Belfast, Brush Creek, Dublin, Licking Creek, 
Taylor, Thompson and Union. Failure to elect boards in several of these 
districts, whose feelings are in harmony with educational progress, has also 
been seriously detrimental to the cause. 

In speaking of houses and furniture, I shall deviate somewhat from the 
plan pursued in my former reports, and note the changes in each district 
separately. Carrying out this order then, Ayr, in point of wealth, stands 
first, and has ample means for rendering her school houses attractive, and 
affording the necessary appliances for carrying on the work of education ' 
efficiently. Four new school houses have been built in this district within 
the past six years, yet, sorry to say it, not one has been supplied with suita- 
ble furniture. A few chairs, and a suitable table for the use of the teacher? 
are matters (though second only in importance to the comfort of the pupil,) 
which have been entirely overlooked. A thorough remodeling of the furni- 
ture in this district is earnestly recommended. 

Belfast, — This board, within the last six years, has repaired six old houses 
and built two new ones ;* yet, with these seeming efforts, put forth in 
the cause of education, and in accordance with the special instructions to 
County^Superintcndents, I have been compelled to report them all unfit for 
school purposes. Aiming to get the work done at as small a cost as pos- 
sible, these houses were sold out to the lowest bidder, without specification, 
allowing the contractor to use his own judgment in their construction, and 
do the work according to the price, which for the two new ones, was less 
than two hundred dollars ($200) each. The furniture, though apparently 
fashioned after some late pattern, looks like a burlesque on modern improve- 
ments. 
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Bethel f though somewhat better supplied with houses, yet, in my opinion, 
none of them are really fit for school purposes, being too low, too small, or 
in some other way disfigured, has sunk to a fearful depth in her local su- 
pervision. This board, generally composed of the worst material the dis- 
trict can afford, has always deemed it a special privilege to oppose all mea- 
sures set on foot by the County Superintendent for the better success of 
their schools. This state of things is probably owing to the infiuence of 
one or two persons, who, in their extreme ignorance, put forth every eifort 
to manipulate the board to suit their own selfish purposes, in order that 
they may retain their hold, if not on the confidence, on the credulity of the 
people, and be regarded as the great reservoirs of wisdom in their particu- 
lar localities. They would fain cast a pall over the aspirations of the rising 
generation, blot from their pathway every beacon light, and finally consign 
them to some loathsome den, to drag out a miserable existence and entail 
misery on generations yet to come. In this district, are three school houses, 
to which it [might be well to call special attention. These are Daniels', 
Chapel and Black Oak Ridge — the latter of which, judging from its archi- 
tecture, was occupied as a block-house by the pioneers of this county, to 
prevent a surprise from the Kedskins, with which, in those early d&ys, these 
woods abounded. A photograph of this house would be a valuable addi- 
tion to the'coUection of American curiosities. The furniture of this district 
is scarcely less abominable than these houses ; uncouth, unwieldy, and in 
every way repugnant to every sense of refinement. Neither chair nor ta- 
ble^for the teacher is to be found in the district. 

Thompson. — This district is, without doubt, further in the rear, in the 
way of school houses and furniture, than any other in the county. For- 
merly there were six of these places for schools in this district, but the board 
vacated one a year or two ago, reducing the number of miserable hovels to 
five. Nor does this state of things exist because there is no interest felt in 
the cause of education. There are some active, energetic school men here, 
but their efforts for the advancement of the schools are more than counter- 
acted by the stand stills, and appeals for better houses and furniture, in be- 
half of the health of the pupils, have been met with, *' When I was a boy, 
I sat on a €lab bench, in a worse school house than this, and learned my 
lessons, and these children are no better than I am." If torturing, freez- 
ing and smoking the pupils, are a part of the common school education, 
then Thompson is fully up with the age. 

Licking Creek.— VhiB board, possessed of more of the genuine spirit of 
progress than those of some of her sister districts, and having in it some 
live, energetic school men, is nobly combating the difficulties attendant 
upon the school system in this county, and pushing the schools forward to 
the front ranks, as speedily asjpossible. To bring about this happy result. 
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an cfforl has been made to procure in the schools the very best talent the 
eonnty could afford and the salary bring. In the improvement of school 
houses and furniture this board has determined not to be behind, and it 
has now put under contract a new house, which is to be furnished with 
Peard's patent furniture. This will, it is hoped, be the commencement of 
a new era in our school history — the dawning of a day that '^Ul be hailed 
with shouts of joy by the nowjtortured innocents. 

Taylor. — During the last six years, three of the seven school houses, 
which this district contains, have been re-built ; and another will be re-built 
the coming school year. The furniture in this district has all been remod- 
eled, and is now of rather modem style. The house, which this board is 
about to re-build, was destroyed by fire, some time in March last. Its loss, 
however, is not seriously felt, as it was entirely worn out, too small and un- 
healthy for school purposes. It is to be hoped that the board will follow 
the example of Licking Creek, and depute one of their members to examine 
other school houses of modern architecture, that they may have better de- 
fined ideas as to what is required to make a school house comfortable and 
convenient. 

Dublin needs four new houses, and the board should adopt measures for 
the consummation of the work as speedily as possible. The furniture, too, 
of this district, is in a miserable condition and should be re-placed by better 
without delay. Good black-boards, sufficiently large are entirely wanting. 
Burnt Cabins school should be graded ; this is required, both by the num- 
ber of the pupils, and the advancement of t^he school. 

Union has two bouses unfit for use, and the third barely escapes being 
condemned. The furniture here is also of a very ancient type. 

Wells is provided with three good houses, and the fourth might be made 
very comfortable, by being thoroughly repaired. The furniture in this dis- 
trict, though better than in most of the others, will still bear being improved. 
I would suggest that the board substitute Peard's patent, or some other 
equally good furniture for it, and thus, while rendering the school room 
more attractive, secure to the pupil that comfort which is necessary for his 
fuller physical development. 

Brush Creek. — This school board, being somewhat of the go-ahead type, 
has built three new houses within the last six years, and will, in all proba- 
bility, build another the coming 3'ear. Five of these are good, comfortable 
houses, but unfortunately badly ventilated. Of the six school houses in 
this district, only one can be said to have suitable furniture ; this is the 
house at Akersville. It is a model of comfort and convenience, and reflects 
great credit on the board for the care and good taste which they displayed 
in its location and erection. 
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W Gonnellsburg borough has but one school house, containiDg two rooms. 
In this are taught the intermediate and grammar schools, the primary being 
taught in the dwelling house owned by Mrs. L. M. Sterrett, who likewise 
has charge of the school. A new school house should be^ erected here, con- 
taining, at least, four good, commodious rooms, sufficient to accommodate 
250 pupils, and the principal should exercise a ^general supervision over 
them. Thus would a better system of grading be secured, and better pro- 
gress result therefrom. 

Todd has built two new houses in the last six years, and needs two more 
of the same kind, but with better furniture. By referring to the statistical 
report of 18*71, it will be seen that this district pays a tax of but four mills 
on the dollar, and is able with this low rate of tax to keep the schools open 
four months, paying a salary of twenty-five dollars ($25) per month. At a 
tax of eight mills, which is but little more than the average rate in the 
county, this district could have schools eight months in the year ; and from 
what I have observed of their schools, there is certainly no district in the 
county more in need of a long term. 

Out'Housea. — Of the sixty-seven school houses in the county, not one 
has been furnished with a suitable out-house ; a matter which, it seems, has 
been entirely overlooked by our boards, and, notwithstanding the great ad- 
vantages resulting from it, in the way of keeping up repairs, not a solitary 
school lot has been enclosed, ornamented, or in any way made suitable for 
the plays of children. 

Normal Institute. — This school, which was taught in the borough of 
M'Connellsburg, commencing about the middle of last July, received more 
than its usual share of patronage. Six years ago, when I first took the 
Superintendency of the schools, it was with difficulty that a school of 
twentj'-five pupils could be raised by the County Superintendent ; and of 
these, probably, not more than twelve or fifteen were preparing to teach. — 
At our last session there were about fifty-two enrolled ; about forty of whom 
were preparing to enter the profession, and I may say, without appropria- 
ting any share of the credit to myself, that the schools taught by these 
'^ Normalites'' have been, almost invariably, marked with success. It is 
to teachers of this class that we must look for good results, and among 
them that we must find the instructors of our youth — among those who, 
despite of the barriers thrown around them by limited means, are taking 
this more comprehensive view of education as a science, and throwing them- 
selves into the work with an energy that defies opposition. 

The public is beginning to realize the difference between the trained and 
the untrained teacher. The trained is invariably sought for, and can dic- 
tate his own terms, while the untrained has to seek employment, and ac- 
cept such terms as are ofiered him. 
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Examinations. — Eleyen public examiDations were held ; one in each dis- 
trict, except the borough. About the same number of provisional certificates 
were granted. Six of our most enterprising teachers received professional 
certificates. The mode of examining was substantially the same as that of 
previous years. 

Visitations. — All the schools in the county, except two, were visited once, 
several the second time, and a few the third ; eacfi visit occupying, on an 
average, between two and a half and three hours. I was prevented from 
making the second visit to all the schools by scarlet fever in my family. — 
About six weeks of the school term was thus lost. 

County Institute, — This annual meeting of teachers and friends of edu- 
cation convened at M'Connellsburg, December 25, 1871. I was gratified to 
meet at this institute nearly all the pupils of the County Normal school; 
together with many others who did not attend it. These teachers are show- 
ing their faith by their works. The attendance of citizens was much better 
than that of the previous year ; and hereafter we may expect to encounter 
less difficulty in carrying on these meetings than we have heretofore. Mrs. 
E. A. Logee was in attendance the entire week, giving instruction in read- 
ing. These exercises invariably drew together quite a number of our citi- 
zens, who manifested quite a lively interest in them. This lady also gave 
public readings on Tuesday and Thursday nights, which were liberally at- 
tended. 

Conclusion. — In thus taking leave of the teachers of the county in my 
official capacity, I return them my thanks for the uniform kindness with 
which they have always treated me, and would ask a continuance of the 
friendly relation for my successor. For those directors who have labored 
in the educational field with willing hearts and ready hands, I ask, as a re- 
ward for their gratuitous service in behalf of the rising generation, the 
grateful thanks of those in whose interest they have labored. 
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After a careful examination of the educational work done during the past 
year, I am satisfied that advancement has been made in school management, 
and in the superior qualification of teachers, thereby improving the condi- 
tion of the schools. 

Houses. — There are one hundred arid sixty-six school houses in the county, 
of which one hundred and twenty-two are frame'; twenty-five brick ; seven- 
teen log,'and two stone. * It is to be regretted, that there are thirty-one still 
in use wholly unfit for school purposes. It is to be hoped that first class 
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houses will be erected in their places on improved models of architecture. 
This should be done without delay. 

New Houses. — Thirteen new houses were erected during the year, viz ; 
one in Aleppo ; one in Gentrl ; three in Jackson ; one in Mount Morris ; two 
in Perry ; four in Bichhill, and one in Washington. These are neat and 
commodious buildings, and, as to convenience, they are generally well ar- 
ranged. All school lots should be enclosed by a good fence, then they 
can be and should be suitably improved by ornamenting them with shade 
trees and shrubbery. The one in Mount Morris was designed for a school 
of two grades ; it has the necessary number of out-houses. The lot needs 
beautifying. 

Apparatus. — But little has been accomplished towards supplying the 
schools with the necessary apparatus. Mitchell's new out-line maps were 
introduced into the schools of Richhill and Morris districts, and maps of 
reference into Aleppo and Springhill. In every school room should be 
found the following indispensable articles, namely: Plenty of good black- 
board surface, a set of out-line maps, a good globe, a clock, a bell, reading 
and writing charts, a set of square and cube root blocks, a box of geomet- 
rical solids, a numeral frame, a collection of objects for object teaching, a 
set of school mottoes, a dictionary and a gazetteer. These in the hands of 
a competent teacher, will greatly facilitate his instruction, and will have a 
marked and decided influence in elevating the character of the schools. Will 
not the importatLce of supplying them with apparatus awaken a deeper in- 
terest with directors ? 

Schools. — There are one hundred and seventy-five schools in the county, 
of which seven are graded. In one hundred and sixty-seven the classifica- 
tion is tolerably good ; in one hundred and twenty-seven the Bible was 
read ; in seventy-eight the higher branches were studied, and in twenty vo- 
cal music was taught as a science. The success of the newly established 
school at Mount Morris was highly gratifying to the citizens of the place. 
The practicability^f grading others should receive the careful attention of 
alijmterested in educational progress. 

Examinations. — Twenty-two public examinations Vere held during the 
year, at which forty-three directors were present, and also a respectable 
number of spectators. No change was made in the method of conducting 
the examinations since my last report. 

Teachers. — There were one hundred and seventy-five teachers employed, 
of whom one hundred and twenty-two were males, and fifty-three females ; 
with no experience, forty-one ; with an experience of less than one year, 
thirty-two ; with an experience of more than five years, thirty-two. Of the 
whole number employed, twelve had read no works on theory of teaching. 
It is a lamentable fact, that too many of our teachers enter the profession 
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without tbe necessary preparation ; hence, in many instances, failures are 
the result. They should remember that preparation is the price of success. 

Visitations. — With two exceptions, all the schools were visited once, and 
quite a number of them the second time. Forty directors accompanied me 
in these visitations, which were a source of much pleasure and profits The 
schools need a closer supervision than can possibly be given by the Super- 
intendent, therefore the propriety of appointing District Superintendents, 
should be carefully considered by the district officers. The visits of a per- 
son well qualified to discharge this duty, I have no doubt, would be highly 
beneficial to the schools. 

Special Institutes. — Several educational meetings were held in difierent 
sections of the county ; some of them were largely attended by teachers, 
directors and citizens, at which a good degree of popular enthusiasm was 
awakened. 

County Institute. — The fifth annual session of the County Institute was 
held holiday week. The instructors were Prof. F. A. Allen, of Mansfield, 
Pa.; Prof. W. N. Hull, of Pittsburg, Pa., and Prof. B. B. Lakin, of Greene 
Academy. Evening lectures were delivered by Rev. R. J. White, F. A. Al- 
len, J. J. Purman, and a reading entertainment given by Prof. Hull. One 
hundred and seventy-two teachers were in attendance, the largest number 
ever convened in the county. The exercises were instructive and enter- 
taining to all present. I fondly hope that a more liberal spirit will be mani- 
fested toward the teachers, so that all will attend and enjoy the advantages 
of the institute. 

Agents. — Greene academy continues under the care of Prof. Lakin, an 
earnest and devoted teacher. It is enjoying its usual prosperity. 

Waynesburg college is well patronized, both at home and from abroad. 
Its Influence is felt in every part of the county. 

The Monongahela College at Jefierson, is near completion. The spring 
term opened auspiciously. In these institutions special arrangements arc 
made to accommodate teachers with suitable instruction, and I am glad 
many of the teachers are availing themselves of the advantages. 
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HUNTINGDON COUNTY— D. F. Tcssby. 

School Houses. — Nine new houses were built this year, as follows : Crom- 
well, 1 ; Dublin, 1 ; Henderson, I ; Oneida, 1 ; Springfield 2 ; Tell, 1 ; Tod, 
1 ; Warrior's Mark, I. Though most of these houses are an improvement 
on those formerly built, yet there are none of them first-class bouses. I 
have reported thirty-three houses in the county unfit for use, but more than 
twice this number should be re-placed by new buildings. Of the nine houses 
in Penn, there is but one that is fit for school purposes. Some allowance 
should be made for the poorer districts, but this is a comparatively wealthy 
district, and should build at least one new house every year, until they 
have school houses that are suitable, and a credit, instead of a disgrace to 
the district. Lincoln, an adjoining district, has four houses, and these 
should give place to four new houses as soon as possible. Barree, Brady, 
Cass, Clay, Cromwell, Hopewell, Porter, Shirleysburg, and several other 
districts must have new houses at an early day, or else close some of their 
schools ; for keeping school in such houses as I have reported unfit for use, 
is not only a waste of the public fundus but is endangering the health, if not 
the lives of the children who attend them. 

Teachers. — One hundred and forty-nine male, and sixty-one ftemafe teach- 
ers^were employed. Of these thirty-five had never taught, and sixty-six 
taught more than five terms. Two graduates of Normal schools were em- 
ployed, and three holding professional certificates, and two holding perma- 
nent certificates. 

In this county there are a respectable number of earnest successful teach- 
ers, but we cannot have a sufficient number of good teachers until they are 
professionally educated. Teachers of good natural abilities, trained in our 
Normal schools, exhibit a skill and thoroughness in teaching rarely attain- 
ed, even by long experience, without such special training. To secure good 
teachers, we must have longer terms and better wages. Every year some 
of our most promising teachers either go to other counties to secure better 
wages, or enter some other profession, thus depriving us of*theii! service. 

Schools. — There are now 210 schools in the county. Many of these ar« 
much too small, but the country is in places sparsely settled ; this evil can- 
not well be avoided. Some of our schools, however, are too much crowded 
and for this a remedy can and should be provided. Huntingdon borough 
needs at least three more schools. Twenty-two of the schools are graded, 
and about thirty more are needed. Most of the districts should have at 
least one graded school. The Bible is read in 190 schools. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE. 

Examinations. — Thirty-nine public examinations were held. No private 
examination^ were granted. Two hundred and thirty-nine provisional cer- 
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tificates were granted, and ten applicants were rejected. The average grade 
of certificate is 24. 

Visitations, — Two hundred and seventeen visits were made, at an aver- 
age length of one hour and twenty minutes. Legal business connected with 
the school district in which I reside, (Porter,) occupied nearly a month of 
my time, and prevented me from reaching all the schools, and also com- 
pelled me to make my visits shorter than I otherwise would have done. 
One week of time was also lost by sickness. Forty-two directors accompa- 
nied me in my visits, and sixty-four patrons were met in the schools. These 
visits afford the best means of judging of the character of the teacher. I 
think I have sometimes learned more in a few moments in regard to t^ 
efficiency of a teacher, by witnessing his skill in teaching, than I have by 
six hours examination. 

The County Superintendency is to a considerable extent overcoming the 
hostility manifested to it from its commencement in this county. The 
salary of the first Superintendent was fixed at $300. Three years after- 
wards it was raised to $600. At the next two tri-ennial conventions it was 
put at $600, and six years ago, at my first election, when labor and the 
necessaries of life were very high, it was put at $600. Three years ago my 
salary was put at $800 ; and the present salary is $1,000, and was very 
nearly being made $1,200. This seems to evince a more generous disposi- 
tion on the part of the directors, and with a more friendly public sentiment, 
the office will accomplish more for our schools than it has heretofore done. 

WORK DONE BT OTHER AGENCIES. 

A number of private schools were in operation during the summer, but 
in many cases they were taught by incompetent teachers, and consequently 
but little benefit was realized. School directors should be very careful to 
whom they grant the school houses, as an incompetent teacher is worse^ 
than none at all. 

County Normal School, — This was conducted by Messrs. M'Divitt and 
M'Neal, graduates of the Millersville State Normal School, and did a very 
good work in training oUr teachers. 

The success of these schools during the last four 3'ears in this county is 
positive proof that they should be continued. 

County Institute, — This was well attended, and the work was chiefly per- 
formed by our own teachers. In some of the districts the directors and 
teachers quarreled in regard to the allowance of time to attend, which not 
only reduced the attendance at the institute, but was attended with other 
evil consequences. 

When teachers are employed it should be definitely understood whether 
they are to have the time to attend or not, and I am fully pursuaded that 
directors will find it good policy to grant the time. 
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This being my final report, I tender to many kind friends my sincere 
thanks for their sympathy, co-operation and hospitality, and bespeak for 
my 'successor the same generous treatment, believing that he will prove 
himself eminently worthy of confidence and esteem. To the State Super- 
intendent and his worthy assistants, I tender my grateful acknowledgments 
for their kind indulgence and gentlemanly treatment, and it is my earnest 
desire that the great cause of popular education may be advanced in every 
portion of our noble old Commonwealth, until virtue and intelligence shall 
exclude vice and ignorance from her soil. 
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In submitting my statistical report, it will be necessary but briefly to re. 
fer to a part of it. I have endeavored strictly to follow the instructions 
given in the visitation book. 

Houses, — The number of houses well ventilated is two. Of the others, 
those of Blacklick are best ventilated. A few have no means of ventila- 
tion. 

Orounds, — The number having grounds suitably improved is also two — 
the same that are well ventilated. The location of some of our school 
houses is such that suitable improvement would be out of the question ; 
but the most of them might have pleasant play grounds at a trifling cost. 

Furniture — I have reported but one as having suitable furniture. About 
150 have what might be termed good desks and seats, but if the County 
Superintendent, or a director, would occupy one of those seats for a few 
days, he would scarcely pronounce it good. If compulsory attendance at 
school were applied to school oflQcers and parents for a short time, I think 
there would be a vast improvement in school furniture. 

At least 73 school rooms have furniture positively injurious. ^ 

Apparatus. — Only one is well supplied with apparatus, and it might be 
better supplied. 

New Houses. — The following districts will build new houses this year : 
West Indiana, 1 ; Saltsburg, 1 ; South Mahoning, 3 ; White, 1 ; East Ma- 
honing, 1 ; Rayne, 1 ; Centre, 1 ; Canoe, 1 ; East Wheatfield, 1 ; Brush Val- 
ley, I. The one in West Indiana i3 ready for the roof, and will be a good 
house, costing from $10,000 to $11,000. Saltsburg is also building a good 
house. These two are for graded schools. Both houses are much needed. 
West Wheatfield ought to build six or seven new houses. 

Graded Schools, — I have regarded each department of a school as a 
graded school. 
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The schools of Indiana are still improving, and with such a board of db 
rectors^ and such a corps of teachers, there is no reason why they should 
not be good schools. West Indiana also has' had good schools during its 
first 3' ear. All our graded schools are doing well. 

Teachers, — There were many good teachers, some poor ones, and some 
that ought not to teach at all. 

In every instance where teachers attended a State Normal school, or other 
schools where the theory and art of teaching was a subject of study, they 
taught much better than those of equal intellectual attainments, not having 
attended such schools. 

District Superintendent, — Washington is the only district in which the 
District Superintendency was practically tested. One of the directors — an 
experienced teacher — was appointed District Superintendent, who visited 
the schools regularly, and wherever teachers did well encouraged them, 
and urged them to do still better, and where they fell short of their duty, 
he kindly showed them their faults, and gently directed, them what course 
to pursue. Thus the district secured the best teaching possible under the 
circumstances, and caused some to become good teachers, who otherwise 
would have failed, or seriously injured the schools. This district had also 
good District Institutes. With a good District Superintendent, sustained 
by the directors and District Institutes, encouraged by the people, teachers 
must do a good work whether they want to do so or not. East Mahoning 
and Banks also had District Institutes. 

Five Months Term. — It is gratifying to know that most of our districts 
will cheerfully comply with a change of term, while at least one of the ru- 
ral districts will have six months school. 

County Institutes. — The County Institute had not as large a number of 
teachers present as there ought to have been, but, for the practical instruc- 
tion given, the interest manifested by the teachers, and the determination 
to improve it, has not been surpassed — if equalled for many years. Prof. 
A. N. Raub, Hon. Henry Houck and Prof. W. M. M'Creery were with us 
and gave us valuable instruction. Profs. A. J. Bolar and S. M'Creery and 
others of our own teachers rendered material aid. The clergymen of In- 
diana were constantly in attendance — one of whom. Be v. Owens, delivered 
a lecture to the teachers and a large audience of the citizens of Indiana. 

Private Schools, — We have IT academies, seminaries and select schools, 
at which many of our teachers receive instruction during the summer ; and 
thus, though inadequately, they supply the place of a Normal school. 
Most of these schools are doing a good work. 

State Normal SchooL — Perhaps the most important result of the County 
Institute was reviving the Normal school question, and subsequently put- 
ting it in such a shape as will, I have no doubt, give us a State Normal 
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school in this Normal district, as soon as the buildings can be erected. Then, 
and then only, we can expect good common schools. 

Obstacles. — The great hindrances to our schools are unlit houses, poorly 
furnished, miserably located ; shortnecis of school term, incompetent or in- 
different teachers, and irregularity of attendance. 

Official Work. — The following is a summary of official labor during the 
year: 20 public and 13 private examinations; examined 313 teachers; 
made 215 visits to schools; attended 14 County and District Institutes, 
and 6 other educational meetings ; traveled 3,809 miles ; wrote 223 official 
letters ; and spent 233 days officially. 
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PROQRKSS. 

Whole number of houses in the county 135 — an increase of two since last 
year. Built during the year, fourteen, as follows : Clover district, 2 ; Gas- 
kill, 1 ; Heath, 1 ; Knox, 1 ; M'Calmont, 1 ; Perry, I ; Pine Creek, 1 ; ^Polk, 
1; Warsaw, 2; Ringgold,!; Rose, 1; Winslow, 1. Those in Gaskill, 
Heath, Knox and Polk, are very good, comfortable houses, though a little 
below the proper size. All the others are excellent houses, large enough to 
accommodate fifty pupils very comfortably. These houses are all construct- 
ed of good material and located on as good sites as could be selected. They 
have taken the place of as many old, dilapidated, unfit, worthless houses, 
except those in Polk and Heath, which were erected to accommodate those 
not heretofore provided with schools. It is earnestly hoped that the work 
of building will go on until there will be no houses in the county to report 
afl unfit for use. Great care should be observed in the selection of locali- 
ties and sites for these school bouses. A stormy pinnacle, or a low wet 
marsh should never be selected, or a location away off from any public road, 
too far to be reached, but by passing over fields or through the lands of 
others, should be avoided. They should not be placed so close to the road- 
side or at cross-roads, as to be annoyed by the traveling. Every precau- 
tion should be taken to make the location of our school houses as desirable 
and pleasant to the children as possible. Sufficient out-buildings should 
be erected at all school houses ; too much neglect is manifested in this re- 
spect. Even in public places, where such building is as necessary as the 
school house itself, it is often omitted. I regret to say that not one school 
house in the whole county is surrounded with a fence, as it should be. 
What district will move in advance and take the first step in this move- 
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ment f There are many hoases situated In beautiful natural groves, which, 
if fenced, would be really very pleasant. This could be done without in- 
curring any money expense to the district, if the citizens would devote a 
little spare time to it. «, 

Apparatus There has been none supplied during the year. There seems 

to be a ^ant of interest in this respect, no doubt owi ng to the fact that 
about three years ago many districts purchased globes and other apparatus, 
at a high price, and have not derived the expected benefits therefrom. A 
set of primary reading charts should be in every school having small pu- 
pils learning to read ; also out-line maps, and by all means, sufficient black- 
board surface. 

Schoola, — The whole number of schools kept open during the year, one 
hundred and forty-three, about forty-five of which are kept open from two 
to three months in the summer, and from three to four months in the winter. 

Seven were kept open in the summer only, and all others in the winter. 
Winslow district had five months, commencing about the first of Septem- 
ber, with about two weeks of vacation at the end of the second month, the 
whole term being taught generally by the same teacher. This method is 
much better than having two or three months in the heat of summer, in 
Jane, July and August, and three in winter. 

Teachers, — During the year eighty-three male and eighty-eight female 
teachers were employed ; in many districts two teachers were employed, 
one in summer and another in winter. Forty-three never taught, twenty 
taught less than one year, fifty-three taught more than five years, one hun- 
dred and eight read works on teaching, ten held professional certificates, 
thirteen failures. Many of the teachers gave good satisfaction as teachers, 
even some of those who never taught done well. Those who read the most 
scientific works generally succeed the best ; too many of our teachers neg- 
lect to study the science of teaching, though generally, they are improving in 
this respect as well as in others. Thirteen total failures are reported, nearly 
all these failed in methods of instruction and government. Many of our 
teachers have improved much by self-culture and study. Salaries have 
advanced in some districts, and in others a little reduced, though the ag- 
gregate has been in the advance. 

Some districts have adopted the very good plan of grading salaries ac- 
cording to grade of certificates. Warsaw district adopted this system by 
paying forty dollars for professional or No. I certificates, and reducing the 
salary one dollar for every two numbers, which makes the grade of certifi- 
cates lower, thus, for an average certificate of " two," thirty-five dollars ; 
an average of " three," thirty dollars. 
7 School Rep. 
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Uniformity of books is generally used in almost all the schools, any de- 
viation from this rule is an annoyance to the school and teachers, and should 
be avoided. 

WORK DONE BT THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

Twenty>three public examinations in the different districts, at which two 
hundred and four provisional and three professional certificates were granted. 
Nine applicants were rejected, and more would have been if the supply of 
teachers had been sufficient for the schools. About seventy directors were 
present at the examinations. Some boards of directors selected their teach- 
ers at the close of the examination. 

Visitations. — About two hundred visits were made, average length of 
time 2^ hours. In making these visits I was accompanied by forty-seven 
directors and thirty patrons. In some instances I heard the classes and 
gave instruction in the branches ; in others I required the teachers to con- 
duct the exercises. I addressed the schools from fifteen to thirty-five 
minutes, on such topics as seemed most necessary, aiming at all times to 
advise and encourage both teacher and pupils, so as to secure the best in-- 
lerests of the school. Our schools have improved much in discipline and 
methods of instructions in the past three years. Two hundred* and twenty- 
five days were spent in official duties during the year. Twelve hundred 
and eighty-three miles traveled ; one hundred and ninty-five letters writ- 
ten ; held one County Institute; distributed documents ; forwarded re- 
ports to the department, which constitutes the spmmary«3f my labors. 

WORK DONE BY OTHER AGENCIES. 

Most of the schools were visited by directors and citizens. 

The annual County Institute was held in Brookville, commencing No- 
vember 6, 1871 i in session five days. It did much, awakening an interest 
in the minds of many teachers and citizens. Ninety-one teachers were 
present ; also a greater number of citizens than were present at any former 
institute in the county. Ilon. J. P. Wickersham remained with us two 
nights and one day, and delivered three lectures, which were very interest- 
ing and profitable to all, besides many kind words of encouragement. Prof. 
J. J. Steadman, principal of Carrier seminary, bestowed excellent service 
by lecturing and otherwise instructing. Hon. W. P. Jenks, Hon. I. G. 
Gordon and Rev. Dr. R. S. Hunt, rendered excellent service, lecturing to 
the institute. Many of the teachers also did good service in taking an ac- 
tive part in the discussions and class drills. The effects of the work^done 
at the institute were quite perceptible on the schools taught by those who 
took an interest in its exercises. My sincere thanks are due to all who la- 
bored so faithfully to make it a success. 
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In conclusion^ I tender my sincere thanks to the noble minded people of 
this county, teachers, directors and citizens, for their many acts of kind- 
ness, encouragement and assistance whilst laboring among them in the no- 
ble cause o^ducation. The same sincere thanks are tendered to the De- 
partment at Harrisburg, for kind instruction, counsel and encouragement 
in the discharge of my duties. 



y 
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Twenty-nine new school houses have been erected during the last six 
years in the county, at a cost of about $47,000. Sixteen yet remain unfit 
for use ; twenty-two are badly ventilated ; nine have been supplied with 
out-buildings during the year ; forty-eight yet remain without. There are 
about thirty-three first class school houses in the county, if our standard is 
not tbo low, but we are sorry to add, that but forty school rooms have 
suitable furniture. It is a fact that will not be doubted, we think, by any 
one, that were our school houses better furnished and more comfortably 
seated, irregularity in attendance, that bane, and one of the greatest draw- 
backs to the progress of the schools, would be a much less evil than it now 
is. We have often thought while making our tours of visitations through 
the county, that it was no wonder that jchildron were irregular in their at- 
tendance at school, and especially so to those houses whose furniture is 
marked injurious. To sit on a flat board, with a perpendicular back, and 
in many instances the children's feet dangling **^ 'twixt heaven and earth," 
from three to five hours each day, is, to say the least, almost beyond the 
endurance of any ordinary child. Not one parent in a hundred would ask, 
. or even allow his child to occupy such a seat at home for even half that 
length of time, yet parents will fold their hands and allow school officers to 
famish such unhealthy accommodations for their child in the school room, 
and then too it is expected, notwithstanding all this, that the teacher is to 
keep an orderly and well regulated school. 

Twenty-eight schools were supplied with out-line maps during the year, 
and we have reason to believe that at least two districts more would have 
been furnished with maps, had teachers been as punctual to use what appa- 
ratus they already had in their schools as they should have been. We were 
firankly told by directors, that they did not see the use of furnishing out- 
line maps at quite an expense to the district, when their teachers made no 
use of globes and other apparatus they already had. The argument was 
conclusive — ^we said no more. Teachers might take a hint from the above. 
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and in the future make a proper use of all educational means placed in their 
hands. 

* 

An old and very erroneously established prejudice still exists in some 
districts against female teachers. Intelligent and well meaning persons 
otherwise, have long entertained the idea that a female teacher will do very 
well to teach a summer school of little boys and girls, but they must have a 
man for the winter schools, as they say, girls cannot manage the big hoys. 
Why those dear honest people have gotten so far behind the age, and don't 
know it, as not to know that schools are not governed now days by force 
or physical strength, as in times past, when they and ourselves went to 
school. Women are better qualified by nature for teachers than men are, 
their moral and social natures are better adapted to the dispositions of 
children ; they are naturally endowed with a much greater amount of pa- 
tience and forbearance towards them than men are ; her natural love of 
order ; her love for the good, the beautiful, and the true, all eminently 
qualify her for this work ; but this is only another realization of the fact, 
that, nature is ever true to herself; the training of children is woman's natural 
sphere; the sooner the education of the young go almost exclusively into 
her hands the better. Not buf what we have some very excellent teachers 
in the ranks of the opposite sex. Our experience for the last six years has 
been something like the following : In districts where there was the greatest 
number of female teachers employed, they had in such districts always the 
highest numbe> of good schools. The present year there were employed in 
the county, seventy-five male and twenty-eight female teachers, and were we 
to name ten of the best taught and best governed schools in the county, not- 
withstanding this disproportion in sex, six of this number would be schools 
taught by female§ and four ]}y males. I mean here no invidious distiuctiou 
between the sexes, but simply honor to whom honor is due. Men, as a 
general thing, have less to induce them to remain in the profession, and 
qualify themselves for teachers than women ; nine-tenths of these are look- 
ing to some other employment more remunerative, and care but little about 
school teaching or the children either, so as they get the time in, and re- 
ceive the stipulated salary. It is not so with females ; there is scarcely any 
thing open to them that will pay them better than teaching, and with but 
few exceptions, they give it their whole attention and energy. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY COUNTY SUPERINTEf^DENT. 

Seventeen public and one private examinations were held. One hundred 

and twenty-five applicants were examined, and one hundred and twelve 

' provisional certificates were issued. Three professional certificates were 

issued during the year. Thirteen applicants were rejected. Fifty-five 

school directors attended the examinations, and about three hundred and 
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filly citizens. Quite an interest was manifested at the examinations, both 
by citizens and teachers, and a very decided improvement in the qualifica- 
tions of teachers was apparent. The year before, the standard of qualifica- 
tion was raised considerably above any previous year, and in consequence, 
a number fell off who fully expected to meet with success. The present 
year, teachers came better prepared for the examinations than ever before. 
Few made application without at least making some preparation. The aver- 
age grade of certificate this year was 1.89; last year it was 2.23, an in- 
crease of .34, a little over one-third in the average grade of certificate of 
the latter year over the former. 

One hundred and ninety-thtlee visits to schools in all were made, and the 
average time spent at each visit was 1.47 hour. All the schools in the 
county were visited once, and all but nine a second time. All would have 
been visited twice, had they been open when visiting in their vicinity. 

The regular annual County Institute was held in Mifflintown. It con- 
vened Monday, December IS, 1871, and continued in session five days. Nine, 
ty-eight teachers were in attendance ; eighty-five were the actual teachers 
engaged at the time in teaching in the county. The names of lecturers 
and instructors, from a distance, were as follows : Henry Houclt, Deputy 
SUte Superintendent ; Prof. W. N. Hull, of Pittsburg ; Miss Flora T. Par- 
80DB, of Rochester, N. Y., and Prof. Silas Wright, of the Juniata Valley 
County Normal school. The institute was a decided success. 

Three adjourned institutes were held, as follows: One at M'Alisterville, 
January 19 and 20 ; one at Johnstown, February 23, and 24, and one at 
Thompsontown, March 29 and 30. They were attended by about eighty-four 
teachers, and the evening sessions were all well attended by the citizens of 
the different pkces. 

MEANS CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPttOVEMENT. 

A greater amount of supervision of the schools is the great want of the 
county. Directors and parents will not visit schools, as would seem to be 
their best interest and duty. The District Superintendency worked well 
in the few districts in which it was introduced in this county. It is now 
entirely abandoned. In a former report, we suggested the propriety of its 
being made compulsory, if such a measure is not thought practicable, then 
the next best step would be to secure a more interested directorship. Why 
not pay school directors for their services as well as other ofDcers, who have 
to spend time and money in the discharge of duty ? The plea that is fre- 
quently urged that their services are too valuable, that they are above and 
beyond pecuniary compensation ; this argument falls to the ground in this 
money-loving age, when and where everything has to be squared with the 
mighty dollar. Once in three years school directors are called upon to 
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meet in convention to elect a County Superintendent, at an expense of both 
time and money to them. Some provision by law to meet this expense, at 
least, should be made. It offers to designing and incompetent candidates 
an open field for corruption. The necessity for effectually closing this ave- 
nue to venality and corruption, will, at each tri-ennial convention, beocme 
more and more apparent. The sooner educators take hold of this subject 
and give it the attention its importance demands the better. It is useless 
to further shift the matter, every delay is fraught with detriment to the 
schools. Our school directors generally are a class of men who feel a deep 
interest in the cause of education, but nine-tenths of them, in the rural dis- 
tricts, belong to the laboring class, either farmers or mechanics. Those 
generally who have time at their disposal are unwilling to serve as school 
directors. We are almost constantly met with something like the follow* 
ing, when conversing with school directors on the subject of the duty of 
the office : *' I know I do not discbarge my duty. I am well aware that I 
ought to do much more than I do, but I have not the time ; the truth is, I 
cannot affovd to do so much and spend so much time for nothing, and that 
too to the neglect of my own business." A few men of a district, generally, 
have to perform all the duties of school^directors, while the balance go 
clear of both labor and taxation. In view of the above facts, it would 
seem but Justice that those who are willing to labor and give their time for 
the promotion of the public good, should receive a compensation for their 
services, then the burden, if such, would fall equally upon all ; those who 
are unwilling to serve as directors would be compelled to contribute of 
their means to those who are willing to assume the responsibilities and do 
the labor. 

We regard, as of first importance, for the best interest and improvement 
of the schools, a full supply of well quallified teachers, and only second to 
this, is a live, interested and working corps of school directors in each 
school district. 

The Legislature cannot fix the salaries of County Superintendents too 
soon, there is no officer in the State whose salary is so much the subject of 
cavilling and criticism as that of County Superintendent, this would not 
be the case was it fixed by legal enactment, so long as it is locally made it 
will be the subject of criticism. 

Closing Remarks, — With this report closes my official connection with 
the educational interests of the county. I most cheerfully resign the au- 
thority with which I have been temporarily invested for the last six years, 
feeling assured that it has gone into stronger and abler hands, at the same 
time, acknowledging my many imperfections. I therefore return to the 
officers of the School Department at Darrisburg my warmest and heart- 
felt thanks for words of cheer, encouragement and counsel, received during 
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my official connection with them. Teachers, school direfctors, editors of 
our county newspapers, friends of education, ministers with %rhom we have 
met in the school room and at our County Institutes, will please accept my 
sincere and heart-felt thanks for their hospitality, sympathy, encourage- 
ment and support while iu the performance of official duties. In leaving 
the Geld of our labors, we are not without hope. The educational sky 
seems clear, no obstacle of any magnitude seems to obstruct its onward 
march, we think we can safel}"* say that the work has been fairly commenced, 
the great majority of the people are fully alive to its importance. Public 
sentiment throughout almost the entire county is decidedly favorable. 
Time and the means now being put forth are but the auxiliaries to its suc- 
cessful accomplishment. The incoming administration augurs favorably', 
the County Superintendent elect, Mr. David E. RoSison, is eminently quali- 
fied for the duties incumbent upon the office, a fine scholar, of undoubted 
integrity, and a will of his own, we therefore bid him God speed iu the 
great work he has undertaken, of assisting to educate the young and rising 
mindS| the future men and women of the county. 
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Special Institutes, — Nearly six weeks were spent in holding special in- 
stitutes. They were held at the following places: Conestoga Centre, 
Marietta borough, Churchtown, Intercourse, Ephrata, Litiz district and 
Manheim borough. The one in the latter place was convoked by the teachr 
ers themselves in that community. They were variously attended. But 
all resulted in good to both teachers and the publia The chief ends in- 
tended to be reached by them were to present to teachers the best ways of 
teaching the branches to be taught, along with giving such explanations on 
sabjects of instruction as were needed by them, and to awaken and mould 
a correct public -sentiment towards the schools and education. Those held 
at Ephrata and Intercourse were largely attended. At the Ephrata meet- 
ing more than one hundred teachers were enrolled. At the one in Inter- 
course the number was but little less. The public took a great interest in 
the proceedings, and showed by their presence, both in the day and evening 
sessions, that they are willing to give encouragement to this means of im- 
proving the schools. We had no foreign help. But at Churchtown, Inte:- 
course and Ephrata, some clergymen gave us assistance. Their aid was 
most wholesome and satisfactory. 

More of these meetings are desirable. Drills of two weeks or a month 
in length, each, in three or four sections of the county every j'ear, would 
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have a most beneficial effect. The only obstacles in the way of holding 
them are the almost' continually necessary routine labor of the County 
Superintendent, and the supposed interference with the regular sessions of 
established schools. 

Among the noticeable improvements during the 3'ear, it is proper to 
mention double houses erected in Sadsbury, East Cocalico and West Hemp- 
field townships. They are well constructed, conveniently arranged, and 
intended that the schools in them shall be graded. 

The townships of Pequea and East Donegal supplied all their schools 
with a copy of Webster's Unabridged Dictionary. Marietta High school 
was provided with a full set of philosophical apparatus, costing about two 
hundred dollars. The same amount was expended for apparatus to supply 
the Litiz schools. 

The County Institute was the best ever held in the county. The num- 
ber of teachers in attendance was not quite so large as that at several pre- 
ceding similar occasions ; but in the matter presented, and attention and 
spirit of the^ members^ it far excelled those of former years. Language, 
primary instruction and vocal music received prominent attention. 

The subject of drawing was meant to be presented, but we did not suc- 
ceed in getting it before the institute in as full and systematic a way as it 
was desired. Though some time was devoted to it at the last, as at former 
meetings. 

Among the resolutions passed at the close was the following : 

Resolved^ That we, the teachers of Lancaster county, hereby recommend 
the formation of lyceums or literary associations in every school district, 
and pledge ourselves to use our influence in their favor, believing that such 
institutions are eminently calculated to advance the great cause of popular 
education. 

As a result of the suggestions contained in the foregoing resolution, old 
literary associations were revived and new ones formed. A county con- 
vention of lyceums was held at Lancaster in the spring. It was well repre- 
sented. The exercises were of an interesting and instructive character. 
Meetings of this kind, in addition to the county, local or branch, and Dis- 
trict Institutes, will be the means of soon creating a good educational 
spirit in every locality in the county ; and though they may not force im- 
mediate co-operation, they will lead to reflection on educational affairs, and 
finally secure a ready support in advancing them. 

At the County Institute, a motion was made by one of the city directors 
to call a convention of the school directors of the county, for the purpose 
of deliberating on the condition of the schools and their improvement. 
The attendance was not very large, but the spirit, as evinced in the discus- 
sion of the subjects presented, was good. 
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The following list of topics was presented for consideration, from which 
Bach were selected as were supposed to be most suitable to the occasion : 

Topics submitted' for co sideration before a Convention of School Direc- 
tors of Lancaster county^ he'd on Tuesday^ January 9, 1872. 

1. What provision she uld be made for a better supervision of schools ? 

2. How should teachers' services be est mated, and their salaries deter- 
mined '/ 

3. How can uniformity of text-books be secured ? 

4. What change should be made in the school law ? 

5. IIoW' to secure a more regular attendance of pupils ? 

6. Should pupils be compelled to study all the common school branches 
in course ? 

7. Should there be any final exercises at the close of term, and by whom 
should they be conducted ? 

8. The relation of school boards to the higher education. > 

9. Graded Schools — when and how they should be established ? 

10. What qualification should be required of principals in primary 
schools ? 

11. How can directors aid in elevating the standard of qualifications of 
teachers ? 

12. Institutes — District and County — the relation of directors to them. 

13. School houses and grounds — plan, size and site. 

14. Should school apparatus besecu.ed by local taxation, or should a 
part of the State appropriation be se'^ apart f >r that purpose ? 

15. School libraries — the necessity for them, and how to establish them. 

16. What aid should directors give teacheis in the management of their 
schools ? 

17. What can be done to induce pupils to pursue an advanced course of 
study ? 

The convention adjourned with the understanding that a similar meeting 
should be called once a year. It is hoped that by bringing together the 
members of this great school agency, there may be more accord among the 
districts in plan of houses, size of school grounds, apparatus, librarie:?, ilc, 
over which only directors have control. 

The school life over the county was up with fc mer years ; but < wing to 
the extremely cold weather during the winter, and the i revalence of i. much 
dreaded disease, the daily attendance generally was not as good as formerly. 
But there is evidently a yearly gain ia everything that will give strength 
to the system. 

We have yet some who do not cire to give their chil Iren more than a 
knowledge of the mere rudiment of an education, on the ground that it will 
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make the possessor become dissatisfied with the usual pursuits of life, or 
even lead to roguery. T.i s number is becoming less. Whatever there is 
of it, is not very active. , And is k very hopeful sign that the opposition 
to the present school organization is not that we are not able to secure the 
object after which we aim, but that the schools are becoming too good and 
education too general. 

Having labored in the position of County Superintendent over thirteen 
years, and having^had ample opportunity to notice any change in public 
sentiment and the progress of the schools, I am free to state, on a candid 
survey of the field of operations, that much improvement was made in them 
during that period. But I am just as willing to admit that not all the re- 
sults aimed ai were reached. There are some districts that are not much 
in advance of their condition thirteen years ago. Those crudest in their 
organization, and weakest in professional skill at that time, have improved 
faster than most of those in circumstances of riper educational attainment. 

The chief difficulties met with in the arduous Ubors which the office im- 
poses Wt re the following : 

1. The school sentiment in many places was not strong enough to admit 
of rap I dvancement. 

2. Heavy expense in erecting new buildiugs, and supplying them with 
good furniture and suitable apparatus, kept the salary of teachers too low 
and the term too short for much improvement. 

3. Total indifference to improved methods in teaching was found to exist 
in some entire districts. 

4. Opposition to the study of some of the common school branches pre- 
vailed in certain localities, and in the branches taught there was often no 
uniformity in the books. Happily this has been overcome, with but few 
excep. ons. All the branches are now nearly everywhere taught. Where 
there i^ a disposition to avoid the study of some in a regular way, a 83'stem 
of oral instruction, encouraged by the County Superintendent, and very 
generally followe<l by th:; teachers, will enable those unfortunate children 
who have not the proper parental eucouragement to acquire a fair knoWl. 
edge of such. The school books, too, are now nearly uniform throughout. 

5. Another difficulty was found in attending rightlj' to all the duties of the 
office. There are certain routine duties vv hich require attention first, such 
as examining a hers, holding a County Institute, and visitation to the 
schools. Besides these, there is a wide field wherein much good could be 
done ; but in a county so large as ours, it is next to an impossibility for 
one man to do more than go throug.i the course specitied by law. 

6. Teachers are not appointed in all cases <»n their merit. 
Favoritism is alarmingly prevalent. The grade of certificate held by an 

applicant is not so much the way to success, with some directors, to a po- 
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tition as the political Bqntlments of the holder or the number of constant 
friends in the board. This is a most mischievous practice. It does' injus- 
tice to the well qualified teacher, in that he does not receive any recogni- 
tion for his efforts to qualify himself rightly ; and a further consequence 
will be, to impair the whole 33 stem of examinations, as an incentive to pro- 
fessional excellency. How long will it yet be before directors will learn 
that he alone is the real teachcr/who knows a great deal and knows it well ? 

Allusion has already been made to the fact, that some districts made no 
improvement. They are generally those that pay a low salary to their 
teachers. Frequently party strife may be adduced as a cause of their con- 
dition. Where the parties are about even in strength, it is not uncommon 
for the dominant party to reduce the taxes and appoint their friends to po- 
sitions in ord^r to retain power. This spirit is gradually gaining in some 
districts. It is the one chief enemy now to be drcide I in school affairs. 
Political affiliation in the administration of any office under the system, 
however low, cannot 'but lead to division among ts friends, and finally re- 
sult in injury to it. Let us hope that no one will be base enough to use his 
position as an educator for political ends. Such a course on the part of any 
one would loosen the bonds of moral rectitude between him and his duties, 
and make him the betrayer of an important public trust. And the final 
consequence would be, that a position wiiich should be free from all tarnish 
would be brought to the level of political trickery and deadly corruption. 
Only a resolute purpose on the part of the sincere friends of the common 
school system can save it from such dire calamity. Contention, either by 
parties or factions, to secure a position under it, is likely to produce aliena- 
tion, at the least, indifference to the success of the schools on the part of 
those disappointed in the issue. To my mind the only safe way to secure 
a continuous growth of favorable school sentiment, and to avoid a division 
among its friends, is by app )iuting uo one to administer the affairs of the 
system who has earnest political aspirations. Fitness for the position and 
zeal to perform its duties faithfully should be the qualificMions possessed 
by a school officer. 

It will be seen on the statistical table that the number of permanent 
teachers is 34 ; professional, 15, and those holding the Normal diploma, IT. 
The number of those classes of teachers is small, when compared with the 
whole number of teachers in the county. There has been hardly any in- 
crease in the number of those holding the different leading grades of certi- 
ficate. Very few of the first permanent teachers are now with us. Most of 
them are engaged in a different business, in consequence of inadequate pe 
cuniary support, while others have accepted better positions elsewhere. It 
is a noticeable fact, that a person that can secure the highest grade of cer- 

I 
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tificate, can also enter the other professions with certainty, or get a more 
lucrative position as clerk or man of business. 

There are now nearly as many Normal school graduates engaged in, or 
preparing themselves for oil er pursuits as are teaching ; a fact which shows 
that the class whose particular object is to prepare themselves for teaching 
do not receive sufficient encouragement to remain at it. These are diffi- 
culties that are great and hard to overcome. Were public sentiment cor- 
rect on school matters t le evil would correct itself; but so long as there 
is any indiflferei ce to the cause of education there will be poor teachers 
and bad instruction. 

How are we to secure good teachers and retain them ? If those that 
excel as instructors will be permanently retained there will be a gradual 
gain ; but how to secure their se vices permanently in the present state of 
public s *i timent is a question not very easily answered. Positions should 
be cr ated for them. As these multiply public sentiment will be improved. 

Something ought to be done in the direction of high schools. One or 
more of such should be established in e\\ ry district. To these the best 
teachers should he appointed at an a(}equate salary. All the children of 
such districts should have the privilege t > attend them, after having reached 
certaij attainments in the common or lower schools. Thus the number of 
well qualified teachers would be increased. 

The directors especially could do much in the way of encouraging those 
pupils who acquire knowledge easily, and are natural leaders, as the influence 
whivh they exercis J (ver their school mates i^ill show, to attend an ad- 
vanced school with the view of becoming teachers. There is too much re- 
missness in this matter ; very little aid is afforded from this source. If we 
are to educate we must do so with the right forces. By such means the 
public would soon be lifted to a higher educational plane, and the public 
good increased. A knowledge of the elementary branches will enable the 
possessor to read and write, a d do business ; but real nobility of character 
will only follow the awa!:eninj of the mind to the consciousness of its pow- 
ers, and the general welfare assured by studies of a more advanced char- 
acter. 

The German school parliament \\hich met at Hamburg lately, where five 
thousand one hundred teachers were assembled, concluded on the following 
system of schools : Yolks sohools, German schools, and above these the 
Gymnasium, and Real school, embodying in it the " absolution of compul- 
sory education, the democracy of equal opportunity and privilege, free of 
charge, and the aristocracy of r a' i.bility and merit." We surely ought 
not to be behind any nation of thi world in our educational spirit^ since we 
stand at the uad of the nations in the excellence of our political institu- 
tions. 
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The conclusion has been approximately arrived at, that the loss every 
year to the farming community, in consequence of a want of knowledge of 
the natural sciences is $300,000,000. Surely it is worth the utmost zeal of 
the most earnest men to perfect a system of education which may prevent 
such an enormous loss. Especially when we take into consideration the 
aid which knowledge gives to good government, and both individual and 
public morality, should every whisper of remonstrance cease to the neces- 
sary measures to secure instruction for all. 

In the reports heretofore issued from this ofllce, some things were sug- 
gested to the Department for adoption. Subsequent experience has con- 
vinced me of the correctness of the suggestions made. In addition to them, 
I believe that much good would result if the following measures would be 
adopted : 

1. The establishment of a uniform standard of examinations as a guide 
to County Superintendents. 

2. A new work on school architecture, containing models for houses of 
all grades, school furniture, apparatus, <&c. ; the models should be complete 
in style, scale, &c. New officers can have but a faint cone ') tion of what a 
complete house should be ; all can act more wisely if the Department adopts 
a plan. A copy of such a work should be in the hands of every school 
board. 

3. The State should require of boards of directors, not only that they em- 
ploy no teachers without a valid certificate from the County Superinten- 
dent, but also that they select the best qualified, and put the best of them in 
the most important positions. Primary schools should have more variety 
in instruction than now is generally given ; the principal of such a school 
should be a person of first class attainments, and be moreover possessed of 
those qualities to govern which secure obedience without an effort and in- 
spire the pupil to study with pleasure and without fatigue. Such there are 
of nature's mould. *- 

4. The elements of natural science should be taught in an oral way in 
every common school. Fifteen or twenty minutes devoted every day to such 
instruction would become of immense benefit to our children in special or 
even in the ordinary pursuits of life. The farmer could apply such know- 
ledge in the cultivation of the soil, and in finding remedies for many evils 
that now afflict him in his arduous toils. Equal benefits would result to 
others differently engaged. 

5. I have already alluded to the vastness of the labor a County Superin- 
tendent has in so large a county as ours ; it is not becoming less, but greater 
every year. To accomplish all that should be done, it is necessary in jus- 
tice both to the officer and the public, that certain things be done which 
have been hitherto withheld. If it is desired that all the schools shall be 
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Tisited every torin, and meetinorB li Id over the county for the purpose of 
awakening the urlic to he importanc of common school instruction the 
proper assistance should be immediately afforded. If the constant and in- 
tense attention which this officer has to give to his duties was known there 
would be prompt response on the part of every good friend of the schools 
to meet the wants of the position. The salary in this county should be 
$3,000 ; out of this sum the expense for the necessary aid could be appro- 
priated. With such a salary a person could with pleasure qualify himself 
rightly, and labor with the expectation of retaining the position for a se- 
ries of terms, and then retire with a reasonable competency. The office is 
a useful one, but it can only fully be made so if it is properly sustained. 

Having gone over the county twenty-six times in thirteen years, and 
having seen those that I m t the first years s^row to maturity, it is but natu- 
ral to ask ^' what account can I give of my stewardship," in the light of the 
effect produced on the rising generation by my labors. The answer is, '^ I 
did what I could, not all that ought to have been done." Some unfortunate 
ones are treading the baser walks of life ; o hers are content with time as 
it comes and goes, but a larger clas more earnest than their fellows, are 
now impressing the history of their lives in golden deeds upon the human 
heart ; may the future efficiency of the schools largely multiply the last 
class. For this purpose let all unite to improve them, so that the young 
may bestow their blessings, the country have worthy and devoted citizens, 
and Heaven shed its favors upon us for our deeds. 
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The educational interests of our county have been advancing during the 
past year, though not as rapidly as could be desired. The people appear 
to give L ore attention to the advancement of our schools than in previous 
years. 

The improvement of the schools, school houses and surroundings are dis- 
cussed by the patrons, and a general desire to secure better qualified teach- 
ers is manifested in many localities. Educational meetings, held in different 
parts of the county during the past winter^ aroused in the people, who took 
advantage of the opportunities and attended these meetings, a feeling more 
favorable' to common school education. A respectable number of directors 
were present at these educational meetings ; a majority of them were in at- 
tendance at the public examinations of teachers, and one-half of them ac- 
companied the Superintendent in his visitations. 



LAWRENCE COUNTY. Ill 

Houses. — Three new school houses have been bailt daring the past year ; 
one in Big Beaver, one in Pulaski and one in Wayne. The house in Big 
Beaver district is thirty-eight by twenty-four feet, height of ceiling twelve 
feet, and will make a comfortable room. It has not yet been famished with 
suitable furniture, but will be h fore the opening of next term of school. — 
The one in Pulaski is thirty-two by twenty-seven feet, ceiling twelve feet in 
the clear. The plan of i* e house is cenvenient ; furnished with furniture 
of imp)X)ved style, will seat fifty pupils, and cost $1,200. The house built 
in Wurtemburg, in Wayne district, is a two-story brick building, forty-two 
by twenty-eight feet, ceiling, first fioor, thirteen feet, second, twelve feet. 
It makes two large and convenient school rooms — costs near $3,000. Th6 
second story was built by the citizens of the village of Wurtemburg and 
vicinity, and intended to be occupied by a select school. The building pre- 
sents a fine appearance, and is quite an addition to the village. The direc- 
tors and citizens, who manifested an interest in its erection, deserve credit 
for their energy and enterprise. The entire cost of the three buildings, 
about $5,000. A number of school buildings were repaired, several sup- 
plied with new and improved furniture, and in some instances the out- 
buildings and grounds have been improved. Attention is called to the fact, 
that two-thirds of our school houses are deficient in the necessary out-build- 
ings. The comfort and convenience of the schools demand that the proper 
remedy be applied. 

In the erection of new houses, care should be taken that suitable loca- 
tions are selected, that houses are of sufficient size, and that attention is 
given to proper ventilation. There should be provision made for ample 
space for class recitation, and every house should be well provided with 
good black-board surface. 

Four new schools have been opened during the year, making one hundred 
and fifby-four; thirty-seven of which are graded. Most of the schools 
were found in a respectable condition ; in some districts they were good, 
in others improvement should be made. The schools in the districts of Wil- 
mington, Little Beaver, Slippery Rock and Second ward, New Castle, de- 
serve notice. Some of the schools in each district were well taught, but 
mention of them cannot be made in this report. Vocal music and penman- 
ship have been taught by professional teachers, during the past year, in 
the schools of the Second ward, New Castle, with gratifying results. In a 
few other schools instruction in vocal music was given. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK DONE BY THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

Twenty-four public examinations were held, at which two hundred and 
forty applicants presented themselves for examination. Of these eighty- 
o^e were males, and one hundred and fifty-nine females. Seventy-seven 
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had^never taught. Two hundred and three received provisional certificates. 
Nine professional certificates have been issued. Thirty-eight candidates 
were rejected. Grade of certificate a fraction higher than last year. About 
twenty professional certificates and five perman'^^^t ones, and two Normal 
school diplomas, are held in the county. Sixty I^r directors attended our 
examinations. In Slippery Rock, Plain Grove i id Washington, the whole 
bofird was present, and in mos*; of the districts i majority of the directors 
were in attendance. . If possible, directors ought to bo present at the ex- 
amination of teachers in their respective districts, in order to be able to 
make a judicious selection of teachers for their schools. This is one of the 
most important duties of directors, the selection of a corps of well quali- 
fied teachers. 

Visitations — All the schools were visited during the winter session, ex- 
cept nine, and these closed before the end of the term. Forty schools were 
visited twice, and some three times. Two hundred and fifteen visits were 
made, each visit averaging about two hours. We still continue to visit 
only two schools per day, except on special occasions. As much as possi- 
ble of the exercises are witnessed, suggestions made to teachers, and reel- 
tatioDs conducted in their presence, when thought advisable. An elTort is 
made to encourage both teacher and pupil, and point out to them the ne- 
cessity of each doing his part of the work efilciently. Our schools want 
more earnest and faithful teachers, .who strive to succeed in their profes- 
sion. Thore are too many careless and indifferent ones, who are not keep- 
ing up with the demands of the times. Fifty-eight directors accompanied 
the Superintendent in his visitations. A few patrons were met in the 
schools. School visitation, if properly conducted, is beneficial; and it 
would be well if patrons, and those interested, would give our schools more 
attention in this direction. 

Local Institutes, — Nine local institutes were'held in different parts of the 
couuty during the session of the winter schools. Two in Mount Jackson ; 
two in Princeton ; one in Harlansburg ; one in Wilmington, and three in 
New Castle. One hundred and forty teachers, thirty-one directors and six- 
teen hundred people attended these meetings. Many of the teachers, di- 
rectors and citizens took an active part in the exercises. These consisted 
chiefly in imparting instruction in the branches taught in our schools, and 
in the discussions of educational topics, all bearing upon the work of the 
teacher and the elevation of our schools. These meetings were successful 
in awakening an interest among the people and were well received. 

The Superintendent was assisted in these institutes by Rev. B. M. Kerr, 
Profs. M. Gantz and G. W. Mays, Revs. Robert M'Millen, Wm. M. Taylor, 
J. M. Donaldson, J. H. Peacock, D. X. Junkin, D. D., Wm. F. Cowden, J. 
W. Bain, J. M. Nealy and other teachers and friends of education. Yalua- 
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ble assistance was received from Mr. J. F. Brown, assistant editor of the 
Gazette and Democrat^ who attended most of the meetings and gave a full re- 
port of the proceedings in his paper. 

County Institute. — Tht , "*inual institute was held in New Castle, com- 
mencing October 30, and ci tinuing five days. One hundred and seventy- 
four teachers were enrolled, the largest attendance at any time in the connt^', 
although our teachers alwa^^ respond favorably to the call for the annual 
institute. The principal instructors were Prof. II. S. Jones, of Erie city. 
Dr. Franklin Taylor, West Chester, Miss Emma Garfield, Chatauqua coun- 
ty, N. Y., and Rev. B. M. Kerr, New Castle. Evening entertainments were 
participated in by Prof. H. S. Jones, Dr. Franklin Taylor, Miss Emma Gar- 
field and Rev. B. M. Kerr ; Mr, G. W. Mays also delivered a lecture during 
the session of the institute. Superintendent N. W. Porter ; Stewart and 
Townsend, principals of the Mercer and Sharon schools ; Prof. Leech and 
Hon. M. C. Trout, all of Mercer county, favored us with their presence and 
assistance. 

Our institute proved successful, both in securing a large attendance and 
in creating a spirit of improvement among the teachers. The live teachers 
will alwaj's be found at the session of the institute. They appreciate the 
advantages it affords them for receiving instruction and preparing them 
for more thorough work in the school room. Every teacher ought to feel 
that it is as much his duty to be present and assist in the work of the in- 
stitute, as it is the duty of the Superintendent to hold this annual meeting 
of teachers. 

Westminster College, located in this county, yearly sends forth laborers 
into the field, and does a good work in the education of the youth. Rev. 
E. T. Jeffers has been recently elected to the presidency of this institution, 
and has signified his acceptance, and will enter upon his duties at the open- 
ing of next term. Some of our teachers arc educated at this institution, 
others at the State Normal school, Edinboro\ More should endeavor to 
enjoy the advantages that these institutions alFord. Select schools were 
taught in Harlansburg, Euon Valley, Wurteraburg and New Castle. The 
facilities afforded by these schools were enjoyed by a number of teachers, 
and those fitting themselves for the work of teachiHg. 

Examinations at the close of school do not receive the attention of 
teachers and directors their importance demands. Such examinations 
have been recommended in previous reports, and we still hope the recom- 
mendation will be more generally adopted. A few were held at the close of 
the winter term and were well conducted. 

The press of our county will please Accept our thanks for favors conferred 
whenever asked, and for publishing matters of interest to our schools. 
8 School Rip. 
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In conclusion^ we desire to express our thanks to all who have labored 
with us during the past term, and for the kindness and hospitality received 
while engaged in official duty. We hope the present term maybe as pleas- 
ant as the past. 
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New School Houses — During the past year three new school houses were 
built in Lebanon county ; one in North Annville, one in South Annville, 
and one in Bethel. The first two are brick, the last is a frame building. — 
The new building in South Annville is two stories high, conveniently ar- 
ranged and well lighted. The one in North Annville is a single-roomed 
building, and one of the best of this class. In the design and construction 
of these two buildings, the most approved plans have been followed. In 
location and extent of grounds, they rank among the " first class build- 
ings" of the county. The aggregate cost of the three buildings is about 
six thousand five hundred dollars. 

After the completion of the building in South Annville, the schools in 
the village of Annville, south of the turnpike, were graded. 

First Class School Houses, — By referring to the table of statistics, it will 
l)c seen that very few of the school buildings in our county are ranlged in 
this class. This shows that little attention has been paid thus far to school 
architecture. Too little regard has been bestowed on the health, comfort 
and convenience of the children. To say that many of the school houses 
in our county consist of four walls, covered with a roof, enclosing a small 
low space, imperfectly lighted, badly ventilated, furnished with rude desks 
and ruder benches, and a few articles of apparatus, is to give a complete 
invcntor^^ of building and furniture. The censure applies, I am glad to 
eay, almost entirely to the older buildings. In the construction of new 
buildings, praiseworthy efforts have been made to conform to the require- 
ments of *' first class school houses." 

Salaries. — A new method of grading teachers' salaries was tried, during 
the past year, in Cornwall and South Annville. By this method, the aver- 
age of the numbers for the different branches on the certificate, together 
with the number received for practice of teaching for the current term, is 
taken as the salary standing. The salary of the teacher is graded accord- 
ing to this standing^ from one, or very good, to three or five. The average 
number for practice is designated by the board. Visiting the schools in a 
body with the County Superintendent, each member of the board indicates 
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his opinion by writing down a number, and the average of these numbers 
is taken as the standard of the teacher in' practice for the term. This, 
method has the advantage, that it compels the teacher to depend upon his 
present success in teaching ; at the same time that it creates an interest 
among directors in the conduct of their teachers, and the welfare of their 
schools. The method seems to give general satisfaction. Its chief merit, 
however, lies in the fact, that by it, success in teaching is made more promi- 
nent as the requirement of the teacher. 

There are still a few districts that persist in paying like salaries to all 
their teachers, regardless of skill or qualifications. The injustice arising 
from this method is so apparent that it requires no comment here. 

Oral Teaching. — It has been my constant endeavor, during the past ses- 
sion, to introduce oral teaching^ as far as practicable, in imparting primary 
instmction. Experience seems to prove that text-books in the hands of be- 
ginners in geography, grammar and written arithmetic, as generally used, 
are pernicious. Pupils acquire a dislike for that which does not interest 
them, and which they cannot understand. It is therefore made a require- 
ment that all classes shall be started in the above named branches without 
the use of text-books. In this way the primary elements can be instilled 
with interest and profit. The success of the experiment has been greater 
than was anticipated. It calls into play the ingenuity of the teacher, and 
18 one of the best criteria of his ability to impart instruction. 

Olassification, — Considerable improvement has been made in the classi 
fication of schools during the year. The large number reported as ^^ not 
well classified" the previous year, and which was caused chiefly by a want 
of uniformity in books, has been materially diminished. Thorough classi- 
fication can be reported only, when we have entire uniformity in text- 
books. 

Apparatus. — Under this heading not one school can be reported as " well 
supplied." On the other hand it affords some relief to state, that not one 
school is totally deficient in apparatus. Many, however, want a full sup- 
ply for the ordinary purposes of teaching. Little has been done by direc- 
tors, in this particular, within the year. Teachers and pupils, in some in- 
stances, have procured a necessary supply, by soliciting subscriptions in 
their respective neighborhoods. 

Non-attendance. — The " estimated number of children of school age, not 
in school," seems large for Lebanon county. All between six and twenty- 
one years of age, not attending any school, are included. A closer inquiry, 
however, as to the actual number of those of school age who have not, at 
any time, received the benefits conferred by the schools, reveals more of 
the truth. Care, in gathering *the statistics, warrants the assertion that 
there were, during the past session, scarcely twenty children of school age, 
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not otherwise employed, who did not attend school, and who may not have 
attended heretofore. The great majority of the number reported under 
this heading, are between fourteen and twenty-one years of age, and are 
either engaged at home, or are apprenticed to some trade. All, or nearly 
all of these, have been in attendance at school a longer or a shorter period 
of time, and the extent of their acquirements is to be measured only by 
surrounding conditions — as length of term, attendance — np to the age when 
they left school. 

i.'jhools regularly visited by Directors. — I found few schools that came 
under this heading. There seems to be considerable negligence in the ex- 
ercise of this important duty. It is earnestly hoped that some improve- 
ment may be made in this respect the coming year. 

New Districts, — Two new school districts were organized within the 
year — tJouestown borough and North Lebanon, independent. In the for- 
mer the schools were kept open seven, and in the latter nine months. It 
is to be hoped that a good grade will now be established in these districts, 
for without a good grade strictly enforced, no materially enhanced results 
need be expected from the new organizations. 

WORK BY THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

Uxaminalions. — Fifteen public and six private examinations were held* 
Two hundred and twenty candidates were examined, of jwhom twenty-six 
were rejected. One hundred and ninety-one provisional, and four profes- 
sional certificates were issued. The applicants, generally, were of higher 
standing than the year previous. 

Visitations, — Four hundred and eight visits were made. All the schools 
were visited once ; all but a few twice, and a large number from three to 
four times. During the time the schools were in session, nearly all my 
time was devoted to this duty. It is felt, however, that with all the time 
and care bestowed by the Superintendent, many opportunities for the im- 
provement of the schools are permitted to pass by, as has been stated in a 
previous report, for want only of substantial assistance in local supervision. 
Our schools will double their efficiency as soon as good local supervision 
is introduced. 

Local Intifitutes and Educational meetings^ each of two days' duration, 
were held in five districts during the past session. The exercises, at these 
institutes, were devoted to methods of teaching, to school organization 
and school government. All the schools in the several districts had been 
previously visited, the wants and irregularities of each had been carefully 
noted, and were afterward commented upon, in a general way, in the pre- 
sence of all the teachers. Methods of teaching and govcrnmont were sug- 
gested, and, as far as possible, practically illustrated. One evening, at 



LEBANON COUNTY. 117 

each of these meetings, was devoted to discussions of an educational char- 
acter. These were largely attended by patrons and directors, some of 
whom took an active part in the exercises. 

WORK DONE BY OTHEE AGENCIES. 

County Institute. — All the teachers in the public schools of the county, 
except two, were in attendance. The number of citizens in attendance was, 
as usual, very large. The exercises, mostly on methods of teaching, were 
of an instructive and practical character. The attendance of directors was 
also good. 

District Institutes. — The advantages to be derived by teachers from well 
conducted district institutes are beginning to attract more attention than 
formerly. The majority of teachers, in eight districts, were found in re<?u- 
lar attendance at these meetings. Considerable improvement is made 
among earnest teachers by this agency. 

Improvements Suggested — I cannot permit this opportunity to pass 
without repeating a suggestion made in the report of the previous 3'ear, 
under the heading of local supervision. By the reports of County Super- 
intendents, it seems evident that the want of better local supervision is felt 
in a majority of the counties of the State. The wdnt is serious, and affects 
the entire system. That greater efliciency can be obtained through good 
local snpervisioB is not disputed, for, analogically, it is seen that a vigilant 
oversight in all business enterprises insures success. Now, since the labors 
of the County Superintendent are too great and diverse to follow up and 
enforce all measures of improvement suggested, and since many matters of 
primary importance require constant oversight, the appointment of some 
one to perform this duty in every district is indispensable. Let the secre- 
tary of the board, or a good teacher, be selected, and let him be held re- 
sponsible for the faithful performance of the duties enjoined by the posi- 
tion. 

Graded Schools in Rural Districts, — This subject has not hitherto, in 
our county, received the attention it deserves. In many districts the schools 
are so situated, that a grade and " central high schooV^ could be established 
with a nominal outlay. The advantages to be derived from a system of 
w^ll graded schools, would greatly over-balance all apparent inconveniences 
arising therefrom, and parents would not be obliged to incur the additional 
expense of sending their children away to school for a thorough knowledge 
of the common, and a few of the higher branches. This matter is well 
worthy the earnest attention of all friends of the common schools. 

Irregular attendance is another evil which seriously hinders the progress 
of the schools. Many remedies have been suggested, chief among which 
seems to be that of compulsory attendance. This, it has been urged, is the 
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only effectual cure. But the propriety of its adoption, in our country, is 
somewhat doubtful, and its results, where tried, not fully satisfactory. — 
What then have we left ? since the time has not yet come when all will ap- 
preciate education for its own sake. I would suggest that one remedial 
a£;ent may be found in the basis of the distribution of State appropriation. 
Let the distribution be made according to the average number of pupils 
in attendance upon the schools of each district. Let the puf)lic at large 
know that the effects of irregularity of attendance are not only loss of 
time and opportunity to the children, but also a direct loss of so much 
money to the district. If this could be done, there is reason to believe 
that the average attendance would be materially increased. 

Inducements might also be offered, in the way of increased appropriation 
to districts building " first class school houses," to those employing a dis- 
trict superintendent, and to those establishing a regular grade of schools. 
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' Houses. — New school houses were built in the following districts, viz : 
Lynn, one; North Whitehall, two; Lower Macungie, two ; Lower Milford, 
one ; \yhitcball, one (double) ; Salisbury, one. The directors of the bor- 
ough of Millerstown attached two additional rooms to the old building 
known as tlie " Macungie Institute." Only on^ room was furnished and 
used during tlie present term, and only one mistake was made by the board, 
that was in not supplying the room with patent desks. Otherwise the 
building is a credit to the borougb. 

The school board of South Whitehall purchased a large church (frame) 
in the village of Guthsvillc, and converted it into a school room, which 
when properly furnished will be one of the finest rooms in the district. 

The new stone building erected in Lower Milford was furnished with pa- 
tent desks, the first in that district The building is a substantial one. 

Caiasauqua, — This flourishing " Iron borough " has four good brick 
houses, in one of which there are six teachers ; in another five, and four in 
each of the other two — total, nineteen teachers. One building was erected 
during my term of office. The interest manifested by the board in the 
schools has not abated. 

Coplaij, — One good brick house is the property of this district, and sup- 
ports three schools, (should bo /our.) The board supplies the schools with 
good teachers, and pays them fair salaries. The directors take a great deal 
of interest in their schools. 
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Emaus Borough. — The large brick building in this place has three rooms, 
all of which were used a fe>y years ago, but lately only two schools have 
been in operation, and the teachers have given very general satisfaction. 
Mr. S. C. Lee, the teacher of the grammar school, is a veteran in the pro- 
fession, although comparatively but a young man. lie is of the •' live '- 
class of teachers. The board made a mistake in reducini^ the term one 
month for the coming year. The term was only seven months, which should 
have b^en increased instead of decreased. 

QrinVs^ {Independent). — Mr P. D. Korn occupied the only house (brick) 
in this district, and rendered a good service io the child ron as well as sat- 
isfaction to the board which employed him. Term, 5 months; salary, $45- 

Hanover, — This district has seven school houses, and a small room rented 
at Schoenersville into which enough children are packed to supply two or- 
dinary schools. There was a time when this school was graded. Ten 
teachers are employed ; there should be thirteen — an additional one at each 
of the following places : Rittersville, Schoenersville and East Catasauqua. 
The houses are all built of brick, and those at Eastport, Kichline's and 
East Gatasauqua are furnished with patent desks. The schools were good, 
notwithstanding the disadvantage in numbers in some of the sub-districts. 

Heidelberg. — This district has eight and one-half sub-districts, and as 
many frame houses. At the Heidelberg Church, school is taught in the 
congregation's house, which is stone. This room is entirely too small, and 
the number of children too many for one teacher. An assistant should be 
employed for about three months. As a general thing the schools were 
good, and but little complaint was made. The board of directors is be- 
coming more and more efficient every year. 

Hokendauqua, (Independent), — Two good brick houses, with four rooms, 
is the property of this busy village, nearly the whole of which is owned by 
the Thomas Iron company, which pays more than nine-tenths of the taxes, 
and pays it cheerfully, for the education of the children belonging to the 
workingmen and laborers employed by said company. , Four good schools 
taught by " live " teachers were found here. 

Lowhill — Six and one-half sub-districts take up the whole of this town- 
ship. Lowhill and Heidelberg have a joint school, hence the " half* sub- 
district in each. There are five and one-half frame houses. At the Low- 
hill church the school room is in the congregation's house, (brick,) and, as 
is usual at churches, the room is much too small for the number of children 
in attendance. ^ The schools were generally good — far better than in an}' 
former year of my term of office. 

Lynn. — In Lynn and AVeisenberg, and the above named districts, are 
found the only two joint schools in the county. Lynn has fifteen and ont- 
lialf sob-districts, the houses in a few of which should be rebuilt and others 
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repaired. For instance, the one at Donat's should be rebuilt, and in Sny- 
(ler's sub-district the house should be raised at least four and one-half feet, 
the ceiling being only about six and one-half feet from the Hoor.' Similar 
remarks might be made of some of the other houses. The schools atLj'nn- 
ville and Ljnnport should be graded. A good brick house was erected in 
place of the one taken down at Mosersville. The site of the* new one is 
about a mile from where the old one stood. 

Macungie, Upper Although this is the " banner township " for new 

school houses, yet the sooner the one known as " Rupp's " is rebuilt the 
better for the children who attend school in this cold, small and uncom- 
fortable, old and low building. The ceiling of Schlough's should be raised. 
Nothing can be said against any of the other buildings, but the furniture 
of some is anything but good. Seventeen schools ; term, 5 months ; salary 
from $35 to $40. 

Macungie^ Lower. — The directors in this district take a great deal of in- 
terest in the schools under their charge. Two new brick houses were erected, 
which are well built and will be serviceable for a number of years to come. 
There are no patent desks in this district, and globes and maps are all the 
apparatus, except black-board, found in the school rooms ; several of the 
schools should be graded. Number of schools, 18 ; term, 5 months ; salary, 
$40. ' 

Milford^ Upper. — Out of the ten teachers employed in this district, one 
proved a failure, and complaint was made against a second and a third. The 
remaining seven rendered satisfaction to their patrons and the school board. 
We are happy to say we can " report progress" in this district ; the board 
has concluded to pay $40 the coming term. This action of the board is cer* 
tainly commendable, as this sum has never been offered in this district pre- 
vious to thi^. Term, 5 months, and present salary $35. 

Jlil/ord, Lower. — One fine new stone school house was built in this dis- 
trict and furnished with patent desks, the first in the district. This is a 
decided improvement, since the furniture is generally of the ordinary kind. 
We are of the opinion that the Milfords will redeem themselves, and show 
to their neighbors that they will not be behind in good schools, good school 
houses and good salaries to their teachers. W^e have no failures to report ; 
no complaints were made at this office ; this is also an improvement on 
former vears. Term, 5 months; salary, $35. 

3TiUer8lown Borough. — The improvements to be noted are — first, the build- 
ing of two additional school rooms ; and secondly, the opening of a third 
school which was much needed. This is the only district which is in pos" 
session of complete sets of apparatus of all kinds needed for the branches 
studied ; the schools are good. Term, 7 months ; salaries from $50 to 
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Salisbury, — One good new brick house was built near the Lehigh furnace, 
for the accommodation of the children'of the flourishing village of Ainey- 
villc. It is a great mistake the school board commits in not grading sev- 
eral of the schools which might so easily be done. One failure on ac.ount 
of ill health was reported, and another through negligence, both of which 
cases were disposed of by getting others to finish the term ; the other teach- 
ers got along very well ; there are twelve schools. Terra, 6 months; salary, 
$40. 

Saucon. — In our last report we recommended a term of six months ; some 
of the heavy tax payers came to us after the report was published, and said 
it would have been better to have recommended an eight months' term for 
such a rich district as Saucon ; we hope the directors will make a note of 
this. We believe in advancing by degrees and slowly, (all large bodies move 
in this way,) but surely ; the teachers all succeeded very well ; there are 
thirteen schools, should be fifteen at least. Term, 5^ (too short) months ; 
salary, $40. 

Slatington. — The schools were not interrupted this term by the resigna- 
tion of teachers, but on the other hand, under the principalship of Prof 
Rowland, everything moved along in harmony and peace, and without any 
marrins: or jarring ; he having been ably assisted by Miss LLllie Bache, who 
taught the grammar school with a great deal of credit to herself and satis- 
faction to her patrons. Misses Alice Roberts and Allie Schoch, teachers 
of the secondary and primary schools, respectively, also rendered very gen- 
eral satisfaction. The term is between 8 and 9 months ; salary from $90 
to $ — . 

Washington. — Twelve school houses are scattered here and there over 
this district ; the brick buildings put up a year or two ago will stand to the 
credit side of Francis Shenton, Esq.'s account, to whose indefatigable efforts 
the district owes their erection. There should be a more appropriate room 
at the Frieden's church. The schools taught by Messrs. Roth, Beers, Seur- 
wine, Peter, Schleicher, Ziegler and Laubach, were good. One or two of 
the remaining ones were only ordinary, the balance were poor. This dis- 
trict has an energetic board, yet in our judgment their action in reducing 
the term from six to five months, is not praiseworthy. The fact that the 
schools were not well attended the first month is given as an excuse for the 
course taken. Would not the same state of things exist were the term only 
three months ? Salary, $40 ; present term, 6 months. 

Weisenberg. — The truth will not allow one word of praise to be written of 
good school houses in this districts They arc too small or too low in the 
ceiling, or the floors arc out of repair, or some defect somewhere. The 
schools are no better than the houses. The former glory of this district has 
departed. There are eleven and one-half sub-districts, there being a joint 
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school between this and Lynn district. We are in hopes Chat a better state 
of things will exist here ere long. (See last year's report of Weisenberg.) 
\Tcrm, 4 months; salary, $35. 

miitehalL — A large and commodious brick house for graded schools was 
.ected at the Egypt church, one to which the citizens can point with pride, 
rluch is due to T. F. Butz's unwearied efforts in putting forth all his energy, 
his time and his means to erect a house at this '^ ancient church,'' that might 
be a credit to the district, and it has been accomplished. The schools are 
good, but some of them might be bettered by being graded ; this is espe- 
cially the case with the East Hokendauqua school. 

Whitehall^ North, — Without exception, the best schools were to be found 
in this district. With a liberal and intelligent board, good salary, $48 per 
month, and a term of six months, (which should be eight,) and good teachers, 
how can it be otherwise 1^ There are certain improvements which should be 
inaugurated, viz : A district institute, and more apparatus in some of the 
schools ; they are now sup^ lied with globes and out-line maps. Two fine 
brick houses were built during the year and furnished with patent desks 
and slate black-board. The old furniture was removed from the Ironton 
school, and its place supplied with the GotHic style. We might men- 
tion that all the houses furnished this year with patent desks, the Gothic 
style or patent has been used. There are 18 schools in this district. 

IMiitehall^ South, — It having been found necessary to open an additional 
school in Guthsvillc, the directors purchased a large frame church building 
for this purpose, and when properly furnished will be one of the finest rooms 
in the district. The schools were well conducted with one exception, this 
exception was not the fault of the board but of the teacher himself. A great 
necessity exists for a new school house near Gedarville, at what is called 
the " dam." The house is entirely too small for the number of children at- 
tending there, and it is too poor, were it large enough. The ceiling of the 
Snydersville school house should be raised ; a room six or seven feet in the 
clear is not enough now-a-days; number of schools, 12. Term, 6 months ; 
salary, $40. 

Since the minimum term has been fixed by law at five months, we expect 
to see some improvements in the districts where the term has only been 
four months for a number of years. 

superintendent's labors. 

Forty-one public examinations were held, at which 205 applicants were 
examined ; 169 of whom received provisional, and 12 professional certifi- 
cates, and 24 were rejected. Sixty of the applicants never taught ; last 
year the number was 55. Twelve professional certificates were renewed. 
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Yisited 234 schools, average time in each about 1^ hours ; several of the 
schools were not in operation, on account of sicka^ss of the children ; eightar- 
six directors accompanied m : in my visitations ; I attended eight institutes 
and other educational meetings; spent 238 days in ofDcial duties, and 
traveled 2,842 miles,^ot so many as last year, on account of electioneering,) 
and wrote 484 official letters. 

In April, 1812, 1 closed my twenty-fifth year in school life,*the last nine 
of which I spent as Superintendent, having been twice re-elected, and once 
defeated. 

I return my warmest thanks to my friends, and especially to the School 
Department, from whose hands I received the most cordial treatment, for 
all the favors and kindness shown me during my official career. May the 
blessing of Heaven rest on us all. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

During the past year Butler township has built two new school houses, 
Carbondale City two, Gibsonburg one, Hanover four, Jenklus one. New- 

* 

port one. Providence borough one. Providence township one, Pittston bor- 
ough one. Roaring Brook one, Ross one, Salem, Scott and Sugar Loaf each 
one, and Union one — the one in Newport for two schools, the one in Gib- 
sonburg and the one in Pittston borough for four schools each. The houses 

• 

are all well fitted and the furniture suitable for the purpose for which they 
were built, except two in Hanover, whicli are of ah inferior class. The 
houses ia Carbondale city, Gibsonburp:, two in Hanover, one in Pittston, 
and one in Providence borough are supplied with patent desks. Most of 
the houses have good sized lots attached to them. Eighteen new schools 
have been added to the number during the past year. The borough of Ash- 
ley was formed from Hanover township ; the township of Roaring Brook 
was formed from Madison and Jefljerson ; the township of Old Forge from 
Lackawanna; the borough of Pleasant Valley from Pittston township; 
the borough of Jcddo from Foster township, and the borough of Goulds- 
boro' from Buck township. During the past year the apparatus has not 
been much increased in the schools of the county. In several districts the 
old and uncomfortable seats have been removed and those of improved 
pattern substituted. 

At the commencement of \x\y term of office there were four hundred and 
thirty public schools in the county. The number at the close of the present 
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school year has increased to five hundred and seventy-six. Ninety-eight of 
this number are embracech in the boroughs of Scranton, Hyde Park and 
Wilkesbarre, which have their own borough superintendents. 

There has been but little change in the length of time in which the schools 
have 1 cen kept open, or in the grade of certificates Mbued. Many of the 
teachers empjoyed in the summer schools, in the townships, were young and 
inexperienced. The wages paid are not adequate to secure the services of 
teachers of experience in the profession. In fact, much inconvenience has 
resulted to directors in procuring teachers for those schools. The same 
causes will tend to retard the progress of those schools until more liberal 
wages are paid, and the practice of requiring teachers to board around is 
abolished. The directors in our boroughs and villages pay good wages, 
have longer terms, and hence secure better qualified teachers. 

In many of the townships the schools are divided into two sessions — a 
summer and a winter term. The summer term is almost invariably taught 
by lady teachers, and the winter term frequently by males, necessitating a 
change of teachers twice in a year in the same school. This practice is 
detrimental to the progress of the pupils. Would it not tend to the ad- 
vantage of our schools, in districts in which the public schools are kept 
open five or six months in the year, to have but one session, under the 
same teacher ? By this course frequent changes would be avoided, and the 
pupils not compelled to become familiar with the methods of two teachers, 
by which much valuable time is lost to the scholars in attendance at our 
public schools. 

EDUCATIONAL. WORK DONE. 

All the districts in this county were visited except Dennison and Ran- 
som. In several of those visited some of the schools were not in session 
at the time of my visit. Only three schools that' were in session were not 
visited. I visited four hundred aud thirty-one schools, traveled three 
thousand five hundred and fifty-nine miles, spent two hundred and ninety- 
one days in otiicial duties, and wrote thirty-five official letters, besides busi- 
ness letters, to directors and teachers. I held fifty-four public examina- 
tions. Granted four hundred and ten provisional and fifteen professional 
certificates. Of the number examined, one hundred and twenty-seven were 
males and three hundred and forty-one were females. Twelve males and 
thirty-one females were rejected. I was attended by ninety-five directors in 
my visits to schools and in my examination of teachers. 

I attended a meeting of County Superintendents at Harrisburg in June 
last, and the meeting of the State Association of Teachers in the city of 
Williamsport in August last. 
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The County Institute was divided into two sessions. One session of 
four days was held at the borough of Waverly, in the northern section of 
the coanty, which was attended by one hundred dnd three teachers. Prof. 
Verrill, of the Mansfield State Normal school, and Prof. Walker, the Prin- 
cipal of Madison academy, in conducting exercises and in delivering ad- 
dresses to the members of the Institute, added much to its success. Miss 
Preston, teacher of rhetoric in the State Normal school at Mansfield, con- 
ducted exercises in elocution and gave readings, which were highly appre- 
ciated by the members of the Institute. Other teachers of the county also 
conducted exercises with credit to themselves and instructive to the teach- 
ers. The citizens of Waverly were liberal in their hospitality, affording 
free board to the members of the Institute, and by their presence and par- 
ticipation in the exercises tended to add interest to the meeting and pro- 
mote its success. The thanks of myself and the teachers in attendance are 
due to them, and to the trustees of the Madison academy, for the excellent 
accommodations furnished to us. 

Another session of three days was held at the borough of White Haven, 
in the south-eastern section "of the county, which was attended by one 
hundred and eleven teachers. Two lectures were delivered by the Hon. 
Hakes; one by Doctor Doyle, and one by Prof. Shaeffer, of the Kutztown 
Normal school, which elicited the approbation of their audiences. Mrs. 
Bracken, of Wilkesbarre, gave elocutionary readings to the members of 
the Institute, which were highly appreciated. The other exercises were 
conducted by the members of the Institute. Thanks are also due to the 
citizens of WJiite Haven for their hospitality in tendering free board to 
the lady teachers in attendance, and particularly to the committee of ladies, 
who by their untiring efforts contributed successfully to the comfort of 
those committed to their charge. 

In this my last official report I return my sincere thanks to the editors 
of the public press for the many favors granted to me — to the directors and 
citizens for their generous hospitality — to the State Superintendent for the 
aid cheerfully furnished, and the teachers of the county for the man}^ acts 
of kindness received from them. With the hope that my successor will 
receive the same encouragement and kindness in the discharge of the ardu 
ous and often perplexing duties, I take my leave of the office of County 
Superintendent. 
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LYCOMING COUNTY J. T. Reed. 

• 

School Houses. — The number erected daring the time of the retiring 
County Supei:intendent's administration is sixty-nine, of which fifteen are 
brick and fifty-four wooden structures. A large percentage of this num- 
ber are first-class buildings, and all are well calculated to answer the pur- 
pose for whic 1 they were erected. 

The past year has added nine to the list, of which one is of brick and 
eight of wood material, situated in the following districts : one in Clinton, 
one in Upper Fairfield, one in Fairfield, one in Hepburn, two in Moreland, 
one in Muncy township and one in Penn. 

Clinton is now well supplied with seven first-class brick buildings. 

Moreland township, which has long been noted for poor school houses, 
has erected two school buildings and made arrangements for building a 
third. 

Muncy borough is still without a suitable school house. This district 
has, beyond all doubt, the poorest houses of^any town of equal wealth and 
population in the State ; yet the people make the school house question an 
issue at their municipal elections, which are universally carried in favor of 
erecting a building. The directors pass resolutions declaring their in- 
tentions to build, issue duplicates for building {purposes, but with all, year 
after year passes by withoi^t witnessing the erection of a new building. 

Official Work Done. — The following is a summary of official work done 
by the County Superii.tendent, in addition to considerable of office work 
too minute to be detailed in an itemized statement : 
The number of annual district reports received, corrected and for- 
warded to the Department 43 

Number monthly reports forwarded to the Department 12 

Number of Co. Supt. annual reports (writ, and statis.) 2 

Number of public examinations held 26 

Number of private examinations held 17 

Number of applicants examined 220 

Number of provisional certificates issued 19r> 

Number of professional certificates issued 14 

Number of schools visited 175 

Number of educational meetings held 3 

Number of County Institutes held I 

Number of official letters written 1, 215 

Number of miles traveled in official duties 2,678 

County Institute. — Pursuant to call, the County Institute convened in 
Hughesville, December 18, 1871. Notice for the convening of the institute 
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was given by circular programmes forwarded to the address of every teacher 
and director in the county ; also to many other friends of education, both 
in and out of the county. 

Frior to the convening of the institute, the teachers of Williamsport city, 
who had on all former occasions united with the teachers of the county in 
holding this educational meeting, discussed the propriety of not meeting 
with us on this occasion, and finally decided not to attend. Their non-at- 
tendance drew forth, at the close of the institute, the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

" Beaolvedj That instead of allowing any animosity to spring up between 
us and those teachers of Williamsport who refused to assist us in the cause 
of education, we extend to them our sympathy for what they have lost, as 
they are the only losers." 

On account of these teachers not meeting with us, and the general dread 
and consternation caused by the alarm of small-pox thoroughout the county 
at that time, (he attendance was not quite so large as the preceding year ; 
yet it is certain the interest manifested and the good accomplished were 
never equalled in Lycoming county ; as a spirit of pride and independence 
seemed to pervade every breast, which induced the teachers collectively 
and individually to engage in the work with an unprecedented zeal. 

Home talent was abundant and performed an active part by reading 
essays and delivering addresses, many of which were model productions 
and elicited much commendation. 

Mrs. Diehl, of New York, and Prof. Westlake, of Millersville Normal 
school, Pa., were engaged as lecturers and instructors. They rendered 
anivcrsal satisfaction and obtained for themselves a lasting^ame and many 
warm friends in Lycoming county. 

The proceedings of this County Institute were published in neat pamphlet 
form, about the size of the Pennsylvania School e/burnaZ, in sufficient num- 
ber to supply all teachers, directors and many other friends of education with 
a copy. This pamphlet gives the names and addresses of all the teachers in 
attendance, the names of the president and secretary of each board of directors 
in the county, names of the districts which allowed the teachers the time while 
attending the County Institute, and the names of those who took an active 
part ; also gives an extended report of the kind of work done by the sev- 
eral teachers, thus affording an opportunity to every board of directors of 
ascertaining how long their teachers were in attendance, and what interest 
they manifested for their own improvement while there. 

The publishing and distributing of the minutes in this form has never 
been done heretofore in this county, and was almost entirely accomplished 
this'year through the effort and expense of the County Superintendent. 



c\i 
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The Ilughcsville silver band wcrapresent during all the evening sessions, 
and at^intervals enlivened the proceedings with sweet strains of soul stir- 
ring music. 

Six very hadsome and valuable prizes were awarded to those who passed 
the best inspections in orthography, theory and practice of teaching and U. 
States history. 

In spelling the first prize was awarded to Mr, E. B. Parker, of Jersey 
Shore, and the second to Mr. A. B. Brain, of Muncy. 

In the theory of teaching Mr. B. M. Reed, of Montoursville, received the 
first prize and John Sander, of Lycoming township, the second ; and in his- 
tory Mr. George A. Dodd, who has since became a cadet at Wes't Point, re- 
ceived the first prize, and Mr. C. J. Buck, the second. 

A large number of teachers exhibited an extensive knowledge during the 
examination in all of these studies. 

Thanks The directors, teachers and citizens generally of the county, as 

well as the officers at the head of the School Department, will please accept 
my good wishes and sincere thanks for their unbounded kindness and cour- 
tesy extended toward me during my entire time in oflUce. 
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The facts which most clearly indicate progress in our schools, are — 

1st. The erection of new school houses, and the furnishing of them. 

2d. The formation of new districts. 

3d. The gromng liberality among the people, as well as directors, in re- 
gard to the payment of teachers. 

•4th. The need of higher attainments felt by teachers themselves, and 
their efTorts to improve their own efl[lciency. 

Six new school houses were built : — One in Annin ; one in Corydon ; one 
in Eldred ; one in Ilamlin ; one in Keating, and one in Lafayette. 

In the erection of most of these houses, the directors wisely adopted 
plans which not only suggest the comfort of pupils, but what is almost 
equally important, appear attractive. They are all frame houses, well made, 
and stand on solid foundations. The one in Annin, and the one in Cory- 
don, I have not yet seen. As far as observed, they are furnished with the 
most comfortable and tasty styles of furniture ; and in some cases direc- 
tors have introduced the most approved patent styles, with folding seats, 
and ink-cells in the desks. 

Two new districts were formed — one in Annin and one in Corydon. It 
is noticeable and significant that, when needed, directors and people seem 
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willinf^ that new districts should be erected, and are willing to tax, and be 
taxed, to the utmost limit of the law for their support. 

Such a spirit is consistent with the highest advancement of educational 
interest, and if cherished, must ultimately secure it. 

An item which should not be overlooked, is the growing liberality of di- 
rectors, and the people at large, in regard to the salaries of teachers. 

It is now very generally felt that it is better to pay high wages, even at 
increased taxation, and thereby secure good teachers, than to pay low wages, 
and secure only poor or medium teachers. 

In accordance with this principle, in many of the back districts, where 
scholarship least prevails, good teachers are employed at as fair salaries as 
in districts more populous and advanced. 

The teachers, as a class, feel the need of higher scholarship, and are 
making commendable exertions to increase it. Quite a number teach school 
(luring the summer and early fall, and attend some graded school or acade- 
my during the winter, to promote their efBciency. 

They would, I think, with a few individual exceptions, assist the Super- 
intendent to raise the standard of qualifications, and secure it. 

I am unable to give any facts, in my report, concerning the average per- 
centage of attendance, length of school term, &c.,as too few of the district 
reports have been received to warrant any conclusion in these matters. 

As a means of improvement, I have suggested to my successor the pro- 
priety' of raising the standard of qualifications, by issuing a circular, in- 
forming the teachers that, at the next fall examinations, the present stand- 
ard of qualifications will be adopted, and No. 3 receive a certificate for a 
single term; at the spring examinations following. No. 3 will bo withdrawn, 
and No. 2^ substituted ; and at the fall examinations, 1873, No. 2 J will be 
withdrawn, and the standard be left at No. 2. 

This plan meets the hearty approval of my successor, and I presume will 
be put into successful operation. 
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Nine new houses have been built during the past year, located as follows : 
one ia Delaware, one in Hickory, one in Jackson, two in East Lackawar- 
nock, one in AYest Lackawannock, one in Pine, one in Shenango, and one 
in Wolf Creek. 

The one in Wheatland (Hickory township) is a neat and substantial 
frame building, containing four rooms. It is suitably furnished, and sup- 
plied with globes, maps, charts, Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, and other 
apparatus and conveniences. Cost of house and lot about $7,000. 
9 School Rep. 
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The one ia Delaware is a two-story bi'ick structure, complete in all its 
arrangements, and cost $3,000. It is a credit to the directors under whose 
supervision it was erected. Delaware has commenced the work of provid- 
ing good school accommodations, and- it is hoped that this good work will 
soon be completed. Tiie others are one-story brick houses, built in modem 
style, and cost in the aggregate about $10,000. They are supplied with 
suitable furniture, (some of them are seated with gothic desks,; and have 
sufficient black-board surface. ^ 

East Lackawannock is now fully supplied with firstdass school houses, 
and, in this particular, at least, is the banner township. 

Jackson and West Lackawannock are not far behind in the race, as they 
will, within a few months, complete the work of building school houses. 

Shenango, Findley, Wolf Creek, Hempfield and other districts are, in 
this respect, making excellent progress. It is hoped that this spirit of pro- 
gress will soon reach Pymatuning, West Salem, Deer Creek, Mill Creek, 
Springfield and other districts, where there is evidently too much indiHer- 
ence manifested in regard to this very important matter. 

The directors of Clarksville have remodeled their Union school building, 
at a cost of $800. They intend to reseat it with Chase's patent desks 
These directors are in favor of progress, and know the value of good 
schools and good school accommodations. 

Hickory has made a move in the right direction. The old wooden desks 
have been removed from two of the houses, and Chase's patent desks are 
now used instead. 

Graded Schools. — There are fifty-eight graded schools in the county, 
eight of which were graded during the year. 

SUMMARY OF OFFICIAL WORK. 

Xumber of public examinations held 28 

Number of private examinations held IT 

Xumber of applicants examined 343 

Xumber of applicants rejected. . 86 

Xumber of provisional certificates issued 257 

Xumber of professional certificates issued 2 

X umber of visits to schools 284 

X'^umber of oflScial letters written t 4G0 

X^umber of miles traveled 2, 436 



Held seventeen (17) branch Institutes; attended two County Institutes 
and one State Teachers' association. 

Examinations. — Of the whole number examined about twenty-five per 
centum were rejected. The whole number examined (343) is 205, or about 
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thirty-eight per centum less than the number examined last year. This de- 
crease in the number of applicants is doubtless one of the beneficial results 
of the rules adopted in the beginning of .the year, viz : to grant no certifi- 
cate of a lower average than 2^, and to grant no certificate to any one 
under eighteen years of age. 

County Institute. — The County Institute was held in Mercer, during the 
week commencing on the 22d of October. About one hundred and eighty 
teachers were present. The lecturers and instructors were Dr. Franklin 
Taylor, of West Chester, Pa. ; Rev. Dr. T. J. M. Eaton, of Franklin, Pa. ; 
Prof. H. R. Stewart and Rev. Dr. French, of Mercer, Pa.; Prof. M. Gantz, 
of New Castle, Pa.; Prof. D. M'Kee, of Thiel college, Greenville, Pa.; Rev. 
0. H. Miller, of the School Department ; Mrs. E. A. Logee, of Sharon, Pa., 
and Prof. E. H. Barlow, Easton, Pa. A good feeling prevailed, and it is 
believed that much good was done. Dr. Taylor won the esteem and confi- 
dence of all who heard him, and his labors gave universal satisfaction. 

District Institutes — District Institutes were held in West Lackawannock 
and in Hickory. 

Branch Institvies. — These meetings have, perhaps, done more to encour- 
age the teachers and awaken the people than anything else has done, (in the 
same time,) that has ever been tried in the county. They were held as fol- 
lows: 

Sandy Lake, four sessions, one day each. 
Sandy Lake, two sessions, two days each. 
Pine Grove, one session, one day. 
Pine Grove, one session, two days. 
Sheakleyville, one session, two days. 
Sharpsville, one session, three days. 
West Middlesex, four sessions, one day each. 
West Middlesex, one session, two days. 
Greenville, one session, one day. 
Greenville, one session, three days. 
Three hundred teachers and twenty-five hundred spectators attended 
^hese meetings. The exercises consisted of class drills, essays, lectures, 
discussions, &c. The interest manifested by teachers and citizens was most 
^titense, and the good that was accomplished can hardly be estimated. 
^Vhole number of days spent in holding these institutes, twenty-eight. 

Directors generally allowed their teachers the time, without making any 
deduction from their salary ; and the citizens, in most places, entertained 
tbe teachers free of charge. It is not a difficult task to hold an institute, 
^hen directors and citizens act their part so nobly. 

The principal lecturers and instructors were Miss Emma Garfield, of 
barren ; Mrs. E. A. Logee, of Sharon ; Prof. M. Gantz and Rev. B. M. 
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Kerr, of Xew Castle ; Prof. U. R. Stewart, of Mercer ; Prof. Roth, of Thiel 
coUej^e, Greenville; Prof. J. A. Cooper, of Edinboro'; Hon. M. C. Trout, 
of Sharon ; Dr. J. C. Rose, of Middlesex; Miss Flora T. Parsons, of Ro- 
chester, N. Y., and Rev. Dr. T. J. M. Eaton, of Franklin. 

OTHER AGENCIES. 

rrivale Schools — Five private schools have been in session during the 
past year. Some of them have been doing a good work. There have also 
been a number of subscription schools in session ; some of them accom- 
plished some good, others proved to be worthless. 

TIIIEL COLLEGE. 

This new college owes it origin to the benefactions of Louis Thiel, Esq., 
of Pittsburg, Piu, and as an academic institute was, until recently, located 
at Phillipsburg, Beaver countj", under the control of the Pittsburg Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran church. An endowment, sufficient to estab- 
lish a college, was added to the original donation by Mr. Thiel, and in the 
fall of 1870, the board of trustees deemed a change of location necessary. 
The citizens of Greenville, desiring to have the college permanently' loca- 
ted in their town, offered a contribution of $20,000, and five acres of land. 

This ofler was accepted by the trustees, and the removal at once made 

Steps were immediately taken for the erection of a series of buildings, for 
the future use of the institution. The grounds, (consisting of about twen- 
ty-two acres,) on which these buildings are to be erected, are beautifully 
located, and command a magnificent view of the surrounding country — 
The citizens of Greenville deserve credit for the zeal and generosity ihay 
have exhibited in this matter. 

The college is evidently destined to become an important educational 
agenc\' in this county, and surely will have the prayers of the friends of 
education for its success. 

2'he Press, — There are seven weekly^ papers published in the county, all 
friendly to the cause of education. Their columns are always open for 
matter of educational interest. 

The PulpiL — It appears to us that the school room is not entirely out- 
side the sphere of the minister's duties. They would not favor the election 
of an infidel, or one even of doubtful propriet}', to the eldership of the 
church, or the superintendency of the Sabbath school, for they well know 
the example of such a one would tend to contaminate others. Should they 
not also endeavor to learn what influences surround the ''lambs of the 
ilock,'' the future stay and support of the church, in the school room ? — 
Ciiildren are placed in school when every sense and faculty is keenly alive 
lu impressions. If the impressions iheie received are immoral and cor- 
rupting in their nature, it will hardly be worth while to expect true worth 
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and usefulness in after life, as these early lessons will tend to counteract 
tlie effect of good impressions which ma}' afterwards be received. We have 
many intelligent christian teachers who are well fitted for their \^ork, but 
they are not all of this class. 

From necessity many are emplo3'ed who are, to say the least, too young 
and thoughtless, or indifferent, to care properly for the interests of their 
pupils. A teacher may not be absolutely immoral, and j'et his example 
may influence the children as the wise parent and faithful pastor would not 
have them influenced. There is no mistake about it, if we would secure a 
healthy moral development, we must guard carefully against these early 
■ evil impressions. The people should be educated to realize the importance 
of this matter. Ministers are, generally, men of intelligence and ability, 
and can do much to accomplish this great object. As " watchmen upon 
tJie walls," they should try to warn their people of the danger from this 
quarter. They can instruct their people in relation to their duty to their 
children, and to the cause of education. They can preach educational ser- 
mons, and visit the schools. Tiiey have done as much as any other class 
of persons to mould and direct the popular mind on the great questions of 
the day. Why not cause their inlluence to be felt in the cause of educa- 
tion ? 

OUR WANTS. 

Teachers. — Tlic most pressing educational want is compHsnt teachers. — 
Until this want is supplied, we need not expect the requisite improvement 
in our schools. The success of a school depends almost entirely upon the 
efUciency of the teacher. 

School term. — The average number of months taught in this county, is 
a little over six months — three in summer and three in winter. We should 
not have less than eight months. Time will elapse before the pupil will be- 
come accustomed to his employments, and to take pleasure in them. 

Time is required to enable the teacher properly to classify his school, and 
b^' the time he has accomplished this, a large portion of the term has passed. 
Increase the length of the term to eight months, and competent per:<ons will 
be more likely to seek employment as teachers. 

Wages Many of our best teachers are leaving the count3', and seeking 

employment where higher salaries are paid. Others are leaving the [)ro- 
fesBion, and engaging in pursuits which afford better pay. The laborer is 
-worthy of his hire. Pay good salaries, and employ the best talent. 

Our schools also need closer supervision than can be given by the Coun- 
ty Superintendent. We would be glad to see the district superintendency 
introduced into the county, to test its working. 

Oor thanks are due to the directors, teachers and citizens of the county) 
for their kindness and hospitality. 
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MIFFLIN COUNTY.— J. M. Bell. 

Since I have but little to report in reference to the schools of Mifflin 
county, that will be of general interest, independent of the statistical re- 
port herewith submitted, I shall aim to be brief. 

Houses. — Only one new house was built during the school year just 
closed, but a number of others, in different parts of the county, were re- 
paired, and consequently are very much better than a year ago. The new 
one, built in Decatur district, a good substantial ft'ame, twenty-six by 
thirty feet, ceiling eleven feet, well lighted, six windows seven feet in height, 
costing about $600, is certainly quite an improvement on the one it sup- 
planted ; but the location is, by no means, desirable, being low and wet, 
and unless considerable labor is bestowed on the ground, it will be an im- 
possibility to keep the bouse clean in wet weather. 

A number of new houses are under contract, and will be erected during 
the present school year. 

In Lewistown, Armagh, Menno, Decatur, Union and Bratton districts, 
new houses are being erected that will, doubtless, reflect credit on those 
who have them in charge, and be an ornament to the respective districts. 

Out-buildings. — Considerable attention was paid to these important build- 
ings, and a respectable number of new ones erected, yet there are thirty- 
eight of these buildings needed in the county, and many more need con- 
siderably more care and attention. I have labored to effect it, but have 
only succeeded partially. 

When will directors and parents properly estimate the responsibility con- 
nected with this sad neglect ? How long must some of the youth of Mifflin 
county be subject to influences that are degenerating in their tendency, and 
demoralizing in their consequences ? 

Directors. — Many directors deserve great credit for what they have done, 
and arc still doing, to advance the interest of the schools. May they con- 
tinue in this philanthropic work, stimulated with the desire to see the pre- 
sent generation possess more liberal views and more general intelligence 
than the preceding one, a boon that they may be proud to claim as the re- 
sult of their assiduous labors. 

A word of admonition, however, may be in place : 

1st. Be sure to discriminate, properly, between competent and moder- 
ately competent teachers, and pay them accordingly. 

2d. Select the best teachers for primary schools, and 

3d. Avoid a too frequent change of teachers. 

To employ an inexperienced workman to plan and erect any building of 
importance, would be regarded as folly in the extreme ; nor could an ex- 
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perlenced workmen be induced to undertake to correct the mistake, it being 
at the foundation. If such care and wisdom are necessarily practised in 
reference to superstructures that perish, surely the immortal mind, that is 
not subject to decay should, in its plastic state, be fed with the most whole- 
some food, and receive such instruction as teachers of experience and 
ability only can impart. While a large majority of our old teachers were 
employed in the county, during the past school year, yet only twenty-four 
taught the same schools that they taught the previous term ; and discard- 
ing Lewistown and M'Yeytown, only eleven teachers in Mifflin county oc- 
cupied the same positions that they occupied the previous year. Surely 
much is lost, and the success and progress of both teacher and pupil ma- 
terially crippled by such frequent changes. 

Failures. — Seven failures occurred ; two on account of sickness ; one for 
want of co-operation on the part of patrons, and the others from a want of 
application and discretion on the part of teachers. These schools, of course, 
suffered in consequence. With these exceptions, and one or two other par- 
tial failures, the rest of our teachers and schools did well, and the success 
of teachers, and progress of pupils, will compare favorably with preceding 
years. As evidence of this, notwithstanding the extremely cold weather, 
there was an average increase in the county of four per centum of attend- 
ance on the part of the pupils. This is encouraging, and should assure 
the directors that the average increase of fourteen per centum, which was 
made in teachers' salaries, was not money thrown away. At least twenty- 
five per centum of the teachers in the county have been attending school, 
during the summer, and thus preparing themselves for doing better work 
during the coming winter. And since it is to the faithful teacher we aru 
most largely indebted for success, it is hoped that directors will encourage 
them to be faithful, and remain in the work, by giving them a liberal salary. 
As long as there is no difference made between those who spend their time 
and money to qualify themselves for their work, and those who spend their 
vacations in some lucrative employment that is foreign to teaching, just so 
long will the progress of our educational system be seriously retarded, and 
as a consequence, we will have some moderately qualified teachers. 

EDUCATIONAL WOBK DONE. 

Examinations. — Held fourteen public examinations ; granted one hun- 
dred iand nineteen provisional, and three professional certificates ; examin- 
ed fifty-three lady, and seventy-two male teachers ; rejected three appli- 
cants. The examinations were attended by fifty-three directors, and a 
large number of citizens. Average grade of certificate, 1 j\ nearl}'. 

Visitations, — Made two hundred and sixteen visits to schools, averaging 
about two hours and ten minutes to each visit; traveled over 1,800 miles 
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in making visits and attending to other oflicial business ; wrote one hun- 
dred and thirty-six official letters ; held one institute, and held and attended 
ten educational meetings. All the schools in the county, one hundred in 
number, were visited once, ninety-eight twice, and others three or more 
times. 

District Institutes. — The institute in Lewistown is still encouraged by 
directors granting the time thus spent, and though the privilege of attend- 
ing may not be as fully appreciated as its importance demands by some of 
the teachers, yet doubtless it is an auxiliary from which much good results. 
Oliver is the only other district in the county, whose teachers have sufficient 
zea], prompted by a desire to improve, to attend an institute without com- 
pensation. This being the second winter that they have voluntarily met 
lor mutual improvement, will the directors not encourage them by allowing 
them the time thus spent, during the coming term, and thus throw their 
influence in favor of improvement ? 

The County Institute met in Lewistown, on the last week in November, 
was attended by nearly all the teachers in the countj', and was quite as in- 
teresting and instructive as any yet held. 

The instructors were Profs. F. A. Allen, of Mansfield, Pa. ; J. G. Moore 
and Stephens of Philadelphia, and Miss Mary C. Judson, of Kishacoquillas, 
Pa. The evening lectures and readings were given by Profs. F. A. Allen 
and J. G. Moore ; lion. H. Houck, Deputy State Superintendent ; Capt. C. 
J. Arms, of Lewistown, and Miss Mary C. Judson. The exercises through- 
out were entertaining, instructive and practical, increasing in interest until 
the close, and doubtless, all left feeling that it was good that they had at- 
tended. To the clergy, and citizens of the town and county, we feel trul^' 
grateful for assistance rendered and encouragement received. 

The Fresa, — Our thanks are here tendered to the editors of the diilerent 
county papers, for the interest manifested in the cause of education, and 
the gratuitous publication of all items of general interest to the people o 
the county. 

Conclusion. — After thanking the good people of Mifflin county for their 
many kindly expressions and liberal hospitality, I close this report, hoping 
that the coming year may be productive of more striking manifestations of 
improvement than the one just closed. 
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MONROE COUNTY— Jere. Fbuttcuey. 

In reportiDg the condition of school matters in this county we have nothing 
startling in the way of improvements to communicate. 

Our progress is slow, sure and substantial. There is yet much to be done 
before we can report all as it should be. 

School grounds, as will be seen by the accompanying statistical report, 
are neglected ; no attempt as yet being made to improve them. Of the 125 
houses reported, 118 are yet without suitable privies. 

It is hoped directors will not allow this fact to be thus reported again, but 
that the necessary out-houses will be supplied before the schools open agaic* 

In the matter of apparatus our schools are sadly deficient. . For the most 
part no dictionary, no gazetteer on teacher^s desk, no out-line maps on the 
walls, no globe and, in not a few instances, no black-board. When will our 
communities see that these are the necessary equipments of a good school 1^ 
In the last report those districts were named that were partially supplied 
with apparatus. To this list Jackson township should have been added, as 
having supplied its schools with Cornell's out-line maps. The other dis- 
tricts are still unsupplied. East Stroudsburg has started into action with 
a good two-story house, surmounted by a cupola and bell, and has graded 
her schools into three departments of primary, secondary and grammar 
school grades. Under the principalsbip of Mr. Wilson Treible its schools 
have been very successful. The directors of Smithfield, having built a good 
two-story brick edifice at Delaware Water Gap, united an adjoining school 
to the school at that place, and established a graded school ot two depart- 
ments. Mr. J. K. Andre was placed in charge, and conducted the school 
with credit to himself and acceptance to the people. 

The directors of Stroudsburg rc-graded their schools ; establishing three 
primary, one secondary, one intermediate and one high school. 

They have taken a step far in advance of anything heretofore attempted. 
The salary to each department was raised. The principal receiving a sal- 
ary of $80 per month for a term of nine months. The preceding year it was 
$50, term five months. The coming term will bo increased to ten months, 
and the salary of the principal to $100. B. F. Morey, the principal, is a 
graduate of Millersville Normal school, and to his skill and experience is 
attributed, in a great degree, the success of the school. The teachers in 
the two lower grades, intermediate and secondary, are instructors of un- 
doubted ability in their respective grades, and have left nothing undone to 
contribute to the well doing of their schools. The effect upon the citizens 
has been marked. From that apathetic state, in which they have lain for 
years, they have been aroused. 
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The public school is oftener in their thoughts, it now enjoys their confi- 
dence and, if I mistake not, will soon be their pride. The school board 
having, during the last winter, obtained possession — by legislative enact- 
ment — of the "Academy," intends to put up additional buildings and gather 
here all the children under its supervision. In other parts of the county 
the schools have generally been successful ; there have been some exceptions. 
Teachers are not plenty, and no great inducements, in the way of salary or 
length of term, are held out to them. As a consequence too many poor sub- 
stitutes are employed, and when these border on the worthless there is a 
hesitation to discharge them because there is no prospect of getting better 
ones in their places. The establishment of graded schools in the most cen- 
tral localities of each district, with the privilege of the higher grade open 
to the advanced pupils of the whole district, would be a great benefit. Such 
a school should immediately be established at Tannersville, in Pocono town- 
ship, at which place three adjoining schools could easily be merged into one, 
and thus furnish the opportunity for a higher course of instruction. Such 
a school will soon furnish a supply of native teachers with better attain- 
ments than many we now have. In Hamilton one or two such schools should 
be established. Smithfield has one in operation (Water Gap) and should 
have another. Middle Smithfield should have one ; at the " Plains" would 
be a good location. Stroud needs them. Chestnut Hill should organize 
one or two. And there are other districts that might advantageously put 
them in operation. 

The common school law was originally framed for the benefit of the poor 
of the State, and yet, under the present system of taxation, they receive a 
comparatively small portion of the funds produced by the operation of this 
law. The richer sections, on a four mill tax, are able to keep their schools 
open six or seven months, while their poorer neighbors tax themselves nine 
to ten mills, keep open four or five months. In this county one district, two 
years ago, levied a tax of three mills, paid its teachers $35 per month, and 
kept its schools open five and one-third months, while a neighboring district 
levied a tax of thirteen mills, paid its teachers $24 per month, kept its 
schools open three and one-third months, and then closed them being $25 
in debt. 

Some uniform system of taxation should be devised. If a uniform State 
tax can not be efiected perhaps an increased State appropriation and a uni- 
form county tax can be. The feeling of kinship ma}' probably be stronger 
between the various districts of a county than between the counties of the 
State. Though county lines should not separate us in this matter. 

The annual Institute was held in the latter part of November, 1871, at 
Stroudsburg, continued in session five days, and was well attended by 
teachers and citizens. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY.— A. Rambo. 

School Houses. — ^Whole number, two hundred and thirty-six. Sixty-six 
of these should give way to more suitable ones, especially so if we wish to 
conform to the instructions of the Department. There are four frames, 
twenty-three brick and two hundred and nine stone buildings. Chelten- 
ham, Upper Merion, Lower Merion, Perkiomen, Lansdale, Pottsgrove and 
Upper Providence each built one good, substantial house, and Limerick 
two — cellars under all. Those in Pottsgrove and Lansdale are very fine 
brick houses ; all the others are stone. Those in Cheltenham and Upper 
Merion are two-story, for graded schools. That in Lower Merion is built 
after the model given in School Journal j June number, 1 871. In this build- 
ing heaters are used instead of stoves. These new structure3 cost each 
from $1,800 to $3,000. It certainly is a pleasure to record improvements 
like these. It may be noteworthy, also, to state that a spirit of emulation 
is urging directors to have their respective school houses compare favora- 
bly with others. 

Furniture. — Limerick furnished two buildings with suitable furniture. 
Perkiomen, Pottsgrove, Lansdale and Lower Merion each one, and Upper 
Merion two, with best iron-frame desks. Nearly one-half of the schools 
are supplied with iron-frame desks. 

Graded Schools. — There are ninety-eight graded schools. There are, at 
this time, twelve schools that should, by all means, be graded during the 
coming year. The proper grading of schools demands the serious atten- 
tion of directors, for the advantages arising to scholars from this class of 
schools cannot be too highly estimated. It may be proper to mention here, 
that when teachers arc hurried, on account of having too many scholars 
and too many classes, but little progress will be made in any of the studies. 
Teachers. — There are one hundred and seventy-five male and one hundred 
and seventeen female teachers. Each succeeding year records the fact that 
the number of female teachers is gaining on that of the male ; and there 
seems to be no reason why this should not be so, because it is the observa- 
tion of all, that they do their work quite as satisfactory as male teachers. 
The opinion that females cannot control their schools is giving way to a 
better sentiment, and must eventually vanish entirely, when woman will be 
acknowledged, as she evidently is, the best fitted to give the first lessons, 
the first instructions to minds that will become great or little, accordingly 
as they, are influenced by examples of gentleness, amiability and correct 
taste in all that makes the true man and the true woman. 

Moral Instruction. — Nearly all the schools are opened with prayer, sing- 
ing or by reading a portion of Scripture ; some are closed with prayer and 
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singing. A great majority of teachers seem to have a proper sense of re- 
sponsibility resting upon them, and according to the best of their ability, 
do they endeavor to acquit themselves justly before God and man. 

Apparatus. — All the schools have black-boards ; some, however, not to 
the extent necessary. About 150 have out-line maps ; 125 have globes; 
33 have astronomical charts ; some have elocutionary charts, spelling and 
reading charts, mathcm it'cal frames, unabridged dictionaries and clocks. 
Some few districts have the privilege of using books belonging to literary 
societies that hold their meetings in district school houses. Xorristown 
and Conshohocken are forming libraries of their own. They also have quite 
a good selection of philosophical and chemical apparatus, to which addi- 
tions are made each year. Conshohocken has a cabinet organ ; Xorris- 
town has two pianos and one cabinet organ; one school in Upper Dublin, 
also, has a cobinet organ. Norristown and Pottstown schools have special 
instructors m vocal music. Music is beginning to claim, in part, the atten- 
tion it long ago should have received. May the time speedily come, when 
every boy and every girl shall receive instruction in vocal and instrumental 
music. 

Instiiutes. — Fifteen districts held institutes, having a total attendance of 
150 teachers. The advantages arising from properly conducted institutes 
cannot be questioned ; and it is to be hoped an increased number of teachers 
will each yasLY find it convenient to take a more active pdrt in this means of 
self-culture. We held in the month of November, in the court house at 
Norristown, a very successful meeting of the County Institute, continuing 
five days, with evening sessions. It is a satisfaction to note a larger at- 
tendance of teachers than last 3'^ear, and 3'et there were many not present. 
This is not as it should be ; every teacher, without exception, should be 
present, and by his assistance render the exercises more interesting and 
profitable. Amongst the instructors and lecturers were Rev. O. Periuchief, 
Prof. A. X. Raub, G. N. Sa3-ler, ^Irs. J. W. Shoemaker, Mrs. M. Josephine 
Warren, Prof. J. G. Moore, Deputy State Superintendent Houck, Rev. A. 
Reed and Hon. n. C. Hickok. 

Examinations. — Thirtj^-six examinations were held; 174 directors were 
in attendance ; 287 applicants received provisional certificates ; 2G were re- 
jected ; 7 received professional certificates. Owing to the scarcity of teach- 
ers, 25 were examined privately, to fill vacancies. 

Visitations, — I visited all the schools once, except five ; these, in conse- 
quence of term closing earlier than was anticipated, were missed Some 
were visited a second time — in all 306 visits, of about one hour each ; made 
1G7 addresses. 

Normal Class — During the last part of the year, I instructed at Trappe, 
a large class of young ladies and gentlemen, who, by their industrj^, atten- 
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tioii and earnestness, promise a large amount of usefulness in building up 
the common schools and making them what they should be. In this labor 
I was assisted by C. Tyson Kratz, who stands prominent as one of our most 
successful teachers. 

Conclusion, — Again we have cause for rejoicing in the belief that our 
schools are steadily taking a higher grade, and that they are each year re- 
ceiving closer and better attention from directors and teachers. The gra- 
ding of schools is not receiving that earnest attention that is desirable ; 
yet that the number has increased during the year is an encouragement, 
and we wait patiently, hoping to be able to note a larger number next 
year. While we are willin^^f, and at the same time desirous of bearing tes- 
timony to the moral and religious character of the great majority of our 
teachers, we nevertheless dare not shut our eyes to the fact that there are 
a few, whose example and influence for pure morality, is to a limited extent 
questionable. We of course, do not expect perfection to reign universal 
amongst school teachers ; especially do we not expect this, so long as vice 
and immorality of almost every t3'pe reigns to such an alarming extent in 
places of highest trust and honor. Let school teachers, directors and pa- 
rents see to it that the rising generation shall be properly instructed in 
morals and in religion, and then there will be some hope of a purer and a 
healthier moral atmosphere pervading our council chambers. State and Na- 
tional. To the proper instruction of the j^oung must we look for a stable 
government, and for the blessing of Ilim who gives us good or bad rulers 
according as we deserve. 
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Houses, — Whole number, fifty-four ; briCk, twenty ; frame, thirty-three, 
and stone, one. Seventeen are in such a condition as to render them unlit 
for use ; of the remainder, a few are illy adapted to the promotion of the 
mental and physical growth of the pupils who attend them. But the re- 
moval or re-modeling of old school houses, and the erection of improved 
ones with suitable furniture, is gradually remedying the evil. 

Two new houses were built during the past year ; one in Danville borough 
and one in Cooper district ; the one erected in Danville is a good brick struc- 
ture, two stories high, with two rooms on each floor; the whole building 
is well ventilated j it is shaded b3'' means of shutters inside, and warmed by 
patent heaters in the basement, thus avoiding the discomfort and annoyance 
of huge stoves and smoky pipes, which disflgure many of our otherwise well 
furnished school rooms. It is also well supplied wiih black-board surface, 
and desks of the most approved pattern. 
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The exterior is ornamental in appearance. The cupola in which hangs a 
fine toned bell, is designed to contain a town clock, and gives to the build- 
ing a finished appearance. 

The grounds, which are ample, are surrounded by a neat and substantial 
iron fence. 

The erection of a school house so commodious and well appointed reflects 
much credit upon the directors who had it in charge, and indicates an in- 
creased desire to promote the comfort and progress of the pupils in the dis~ 
trict. 

The one built in Cooper is a good frame house, with high ceiling and ample 
black-wall surface. The furniture is substantial, and pretty well arranged 

for convenience. xj^^iji'* :> ^' y, 

Schools. — Whole number seventy-four, two more than last year ; twenty- 
eight graded schools and forty-six ungraded ; the majority of the ungraded 
schools are well classified, and have uniform series of books. The schools 
of Danville borough, twenty-six in number, are well graded, and the pupils 
must undergo a thorough examination before they can pass from one grade 
to another. 

WORK BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Held twelve public examinations, examined seventy-two applicants, issued 
sixty-seven provisional certificates, rejected five applicants, attended the ex- 
amination of the graduating class of the State Normal school at Bloomsbarg, 
the convention of superintendents at Harrisburg, held a County Institute, 
made two hundred and eleven visits, traveled seventeen hundred and ten 
miles, examined, corrected and forwarded twelve district reports and twelve 
monthly reports. 

The County Institute was held during the week commencing December 
twenty-sixth. There were not as many teachers in attendance as the pre- 
vious year, owing to the report that the small-pox was raging in Danville 
at that time, but the attendance was creditable in numbers, and consisted 
of those who take a lively interest in the progress of education in their 
several districts. 

The help we had from abroad consisted of the following gentlemen : Profs. 
Yerrill and Amerman, of Mansfield Normal school, and Schneider, of Lewis- 
town. These gentlemen displayed much earnestness in the practical lessons, 
which they taught in the profession of teaching, in their kind sympathy 
with the members of the profession, and in the candid manner in which the^' 
addressed the citizens in regard to their duties to the teachers and schools 
of the county. 

District Institutes were held in Danville and Limestone. They were well 
attended by the teachers, some of whom deserve much credit for their un- 
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tiring clTorts to make' these meetings a success, but a strict adherence to 
probity demands the statement that many of those who most needed the 
aid of the district institute, in order to fit them the better for the discharge 
of their daily duties, manifested the least interest in their workings. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OP IMPROVEMENT. 

1. The school term is too short. 

2. The salaries of teachers are too low to be profitable to teacher or 
school. 

3. Unsuitable school houses are still too numerous. 

4. Irregular attendance is too prevalent. 

No man who has sufficient energy and capacity to render him an efficient 
teacher will make teaching a permanent business in a district where these 
facts exist ; because it offers him employment for only four or five months 
in the year, at such comi>ensation as would be rejected, as insufficient, by a 
competent farm laborer. The only inducement our energetic young men have 
to teach at all is the opportunity it affords of studying privately for some 
more lucrative profession. Therefore we are constantly losing our best 
teachers, and are frequently compelled to place our schools in the hands of 
inexperienced or unqualified individuals, whose services retard rather than 
advance the cause of education. For when no interest is awakened in a 
school the recitations become mere lifeless and irksome tasks, especially 
when they must be performed in some cold, dingy, badly arranged school 
room ; and pupils acquire so strong an aversion to going to school that ir- 
regular attendance seems to have become a settled habit in some districts- 

MEASUBES CALCULATED TO PROMOTE IMPROVEMENT. 

1. Longer school term. 

2. Such remuneration as will induce the best teaching talent in the county 
to remain in the profession. 

3. Neat and comfortably furnished school buildings, supplied with neces- 
sary apparatus. 

4. Some legal enactment that will so effect the State appropriation as to 
make it the interest of each school district to have as high an average at- 
tendance as possible. 

My thanks are due to the friends of education throughout the county, and 
especially to the directors for the many favors shown me, and also to the 
officers of the School Department for their kind assistance. 



U4 NORTUAMPTON COUNTY. 



NORTHAMPTON COUNT Y.—William N. Walker. 

Grounds. — There arc one hundred and eighty-seven school grounds or 
lots in the county, one hundred and six of which are of sufficient size, but 
onl}'^ seventeen are at all suitably improved, and some of these merely ap- 
proach, in a fa r degree, to what school grounds should be. These seven- 
teen are found in the following districts : — Three in Allen ; one in East 
Allen ; one at Bath ; one at Bethlehem ; two at South Bethlehem ; one in 
Bushkill ; on-^ at Centreville j one in Lehigh ; one in Nazareth ; one in Pal- 
mer ; tw J in Upper Mt. Bethel ; one in Upper Nazareth, and one in Wash- 
ington. A school lot should contain, at least, half an acre, and should be 
rectangular, the length extending north and south ; the breadth should 
equal two-thirds of the length The enclosure should be both neat and 
durable. We have, in the county, about eighty school grounds of sufficient 
size, but which have never received the touch of art. No school ground 
should be without shade trees, shrubbery and flowers. 

Houses. — Whole number one hundred and eighty-seven ; brick or stone 
one hundred and thirty-two, and frame fifty-seven. Twelve were built dur- 
ing the y ar: — One at Nagel's, and one, two-story, at Stemton, in Allen ; 
one at Steinmetz's, in East Allen ; one, three-story, in Bethlehem ; one in 
Bushkill ; one in South Easton ; one at PIarper*s, in Lehigh; one, with two 
rooms, at Shimersville, and one at Redington, in Lower Saucon ; one at 
Siegfried'^, and one at Steckcl's, in Moore, and one at Wind Gap, in Plain- 
field. We do not deem a detailed description of each house necessary 

Those of Bethlehem, Stemton, Shimersville and South Easton, are superior 
buildings, while the rest come up fully to the average^of houses in the rural 
districts, as described in our former reports. 

The Franklin school building, at Bethlehem, is the largest and grandest 
in the county. It is, including the basement, four stories high, of cut 
stone, and is covered with an improved French or Mansard roof. It mea- 
sures sixty-eight by eiohty-four feet from out to out, with wings extending 
north and south, each sixteen by twenty-four feet. The yard, which is two 
hundred and four by one hundred^and ninety feet, is enclosed with an orna- 
mental and substantial iron fence, and is properly divided into plots and 
planted with shade trees. The basement is divided into rooms for the jani- 
tor, the four large base burning heaters, cistern, coal vault, and rooms for 
exercise in inclement weather, for each sex. There are two large main en- 
trances, one from the front on Centre street, and the ot*her right opposite 
from the yard. Both stairways run through the centre of the building to 
the lecture room on the third lioor from the main entrance. The first and 
second floors have each a large passage hall, and are divided into eight 
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school rooms, each twenty-eight by thirty-one feet, four large recitation 
rooms, and one room for the use of directors and Superintendent. On the 
third floor is the lecture room, eighty-one by sixty-three feet, with a plat- 
form extending the entire width of the room. A wardrobe is under each 
platform of the hallway, four on each side. The building is mounted by a 
tine cupola and large bell, and is supplied with gas, and, besides the large 
cistern, water is led into the first stor}^ from the borough reservoir. 

The building, including lot, furniture and apparatus, cost about sixty 
thousand dollars. 

There are fifty-four houses in the county, which being worn out, too small, 
unhealthy or uncomfortable, are wholly unlit for use ; sixty-eight are very 
badly ventilated, and forty-eight are without suitable out-buildings. Of 
first-class houses, such as are pleasantly located, well constructed, amply 
large, with a portico, convenient plaScs for baskets and clothing, a case for 
books and apparatus, celling at least twelve feet high, with not less than 
one hundred square feet of good black-board, well lighted, well warmed, well 
ventilated, furnished with seats adapted to the size of pupils, &c., &c., we 
have less than twenty in the county. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — Ninety-eight houses are well furnished, but 
in the remaining eighty-nine, the seats and desks are too high or too low, or 
otherwise misconstructed or badly arranged, so as to compel pupils to vio- 
late the laws of health. 

Every school room should contain desks and seats of some approved pati 
tern, adapted to the size of pupils, a neat desk and chair for the teacher, a 
few extra chairs for visitors, recitation seats, book and apparatus cases, and 
other indispensable articles, such as stoves, buckets, brooms, umbrella 
stands, &c., &c. 

Every intelligent director knows the value of suitable furniture. Although 
much has been done lately in many districts toward proper furnituring of 
houses, we yet have several townships in which a respectable set of school, 
furniture is regarded as an unreal something yet to be. 

We know of several instances where new houses, whose erection, owing 
to the crumbling and tottering of the old ones, was compulsory, were sup- 
plied with the old, terribly haggled and ague-shaking benches and desks. 

Seventy-six houses are well supplied with apparatus, ninety-nine are with- 
out apparatus worth mentioning, and nineteen were supplied during the year. 

Every director is derelict in duty who votes against supplying every sub- 
district with the following articles : Black-board surface suflacient to permit 
every member of the largest class to use it at the same time, a set of out- 
line maps, a globe, a call bell, a class bell, reading and writing charts, a set 
of mathemetical blocks, a numeral frame, a small collection of objects for 
object lessons, a few appropriate engravings, a set of school mottoes, a dic- 
10 School Bxp. 
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lionary and gazetccr. In many schools we find nothing beyond a small 
l:»lack-board — i^oot at that — and a single map or chart. 

In the rnral distncts, where any or all of these necessary articles arc found, 
the}' are niostl}'^ the private property of the live teacher who cannot and will 
not do without them. 

In point of both furniture and apparatus Allen township stands at the 
head of the rural districts. Allen, besides building two good houses, ex- 
pended nearly $1,000 for furniture during the year, and " nobody hurt.*' 

The best furniture now used in the county is that manufactured by J. A* 
l>ancroft & Co., of Philadelphia. 

Schools, — There are now in the county 230 schools, of which sixty-two 
iire graded. About twenty of these are only temporarily graded, having an 
assistant in the same room. We found twenty-eight over-crowded mixed 
schools which should be graded at once. A mixed school is always an im- 
perfect achooL 

We arc proud to state that no more than forty-seven schools are entirely 
wanting in uniformity of text-books, and consequently in proper classifica- 
tion. 

The Bible is read in nearly all the schools "without note or comment.'* 
We are sorvy that drawing is systematically taught in only seven schools- 
The first steps in drawing should precede penmanship. 

Vocal mu&ic is taught in some measure in about eighty schools. In some 
schools there is not even a h^^mn or song morning and evening. In primar3' 
.schools the little ones should have their singing period every hour. Indeed 
every class of little ones should close their recitation with singing an ap- 
propriate stanza. AVe hope that the divine art of music will soon find its 
",.ay into every school in the land where it has heretofore been banished, 
and let the day come speedily when drawing and vocal music shall be found 
among the branches named in the teacher's provisional certificate. 

Some of the "higher branches," algebra, book-keeping, astronomy, geome- 
try, <fec., arc taught in twenty-six schools. We have scores of pupils all over 
the county who could profitably pursue one or more of these higher studies, 
but are denied the priceless privilege because the teacher has a large mixed 
school. What is the remedy ? Grade your schools. 

Examinations, — Twenty public examinations, attended by 124 directors, 
were held; at which 181 applicants received provisional certificates, sixty- 
two received profeseional certificates and seven received none. 

Teachers. — Two hundred and thirty teachers — one hundred andieighty- 
nine males and forty-one females — were employed. It will be seen that there 
are about four and a-half times as many gentlemen as ladies in the profes- 
sion in Northapapton county. Women have certain innate qualities which 
arc peculiarly fitting in the teacher of little children, and when a young lady 
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receives not only a scholastic education but also a due course of pro/e.^sional 
training^ and when she enters upon teaching as a life-work — a permanent bu- 
siness — she is more apt to succeed in a primarxj school than a gentleman, 
under similar circumstances. There is in this county, especially in the rural 
districts, a deep and growing prejudice against the employment of females. 
We see three grounds for this prejudice : 

1. Our people are mostly of German descent. In Germany, we believe, 
the Dorf Schulmeister is " monarch of all he surveys" in the pedagogic field, 
and consequently we find our people inclined to the custom of their Father- 
land in this matter. 

2. Comparatively very few ladies attend a full or even a partial course of 
Normal school instruction. Those who would gladly do so are generally 
wanting in the means, being obliged to teach for much lower salaries than 
males receive. 

3. Most of our young ladies desire to teach only for a few sessions in the 
public school and then to be promoted to the charge of a small select school, 
W^^ have seen female applicants who were well qualified, intellectually and 
professionally, and who intended to teach for life, set aside because "we em- 
ploy only male teachers in our district." This is wrong. 

The average age of our teachers is twent\'-nine 3'ears. Some of them are 
too young. The law should withhold certificates from all younger than 
twenty, and no 3'oung person should be allowed to commence the work of 
teaching without having first received some Normal training, and read sev- 
eral of the leading works on teaching. Seven of our teachers are Normal 
school graduates, ten hold permanent, 101 professional and 112 provisional 
certificates. We believe that these certificates are all worthily held, except- 
ing four, the holders of which we found to be total failures in teaching. 

Visitations^ Institutes^ dc, — We made 255 visits to schools, the average 
length of each visit being 1 5 hours. All the schools but four, which were 
closed when we came around, wore visited at least once. Fifty-eight direc- 
tory and 104 patrons were met in ilio schools. Many more directors and 
patrons might have been met in the schools had we trumj)eted the time of 
each visitation beforehand, but we preferred to steal a march into the schools 
and find things in their every day garb. 

According to the monthly report books of the teachers, about one-half of 
the schools are regularly visited by directors, and about one-third by pa- 
trons. Professional school visitation is valuable in many ways, but unpro- 
fessional visits are not worth much. An ignorant, miserly director who 
votes against every measure calculated to ameliorate the schools, had better 
never visit any. His presence is an iceberg to teacher and pupils. Dis- 
trict Institatcs were held in thirteen boroughs and townships. Some of 
these were not ordered by the directors, but were voluntary on the part of 
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the teachers. We hope these institutes will not be allowed to fall away, fo 
where kept up with earnestness, they are a potent agent for good. Th 
County Institute, held in Franklin hall, at Bethlehem, last December, wa 
held upon a plan somewhat new, and was a decided success in every respec 
Even those '* who came to scoff remained to pray." Four districts cmploj 
ed each their secretary as District Superintendent, and two districts em 
ployed each a gentleman outside of the board. Every district should havi 
its superintendent. 

The number of children of school-going age who do not attend any schoo 
IS about 1,000. From these the county will obtain most of the future in 
mates of her almshouse and prison, for ignorance is the parent of crime am 
pauperism. Nothing but a compulsory statute will eftectually remed}' th' 
evil. 

Private Ungraded Schools. — We have three private ungraded schools ii 
the county ; one at Bath, taught by Miss Alice Kern, one at Freemansburg 
taught by Miss Mary Johnston, and one at Uecktown, taught by Mr. Ricli 
ard H. Beck, a graduate of Muhlenburg College. These three schools ar 
deservedly popular in their resi)ective neighborhoods. 

PRIVATE GRADED SCH00L8. 

Weaversville Academy. — This institution, under the charge of Prof. F. I 
Bender, is in a flourishing condition. During the last year we examine< 
quite a number of applicants fresh from Weaversville academy, and the n 
suit proved that these young teachers had been in good hands. 

Bethlehem Female Seminary. — This school is too widely and too favoi 
ably known to require from us any words of praise. Rev. Francis WoUe 
a ripe schoiar and teacher of long experience, is principal. 

Bethlehem Academy for 5oi/«.— This school is under the principalship o 
that veteran pedagogue. Prof. A. Rondthaler, and is in every way derserv 
ing of public patronage. 

Bethlehem Moravian Day School. — This excellent school is a parochia 
institution, and is carried on under the supervision of that deservedly popu 
lar teacher. Prof. C. E. Kummer. 

Nazareth Hall. — What we say above of Bethlehem Female seminary aj 
plies with equal force to Nazareth HalL 

Nazareth Parochial School. — This school is under the auspices of the Mc 
ravian church, and under the principalship of Prof. James T. Knauss. Mi 
Knauss is an excellent teacher as well as an admirable school governor. 

Easton Collegiate Institute — Prof. R. H. Trach, successor to Prof. J. E 
Seiple, is principal of this school. It is a very good school, and is well pal 
ronized by pupils of both sexes. 
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WORK DONE IN SIX YEARS, WITU BRIEF REMARKS. 

Following is a summary of oflicial work done durinnj the six years of our 
county school supervision, and it exhibits in numbers these labors as clearly 
as our narrow compass will allow. 

We held 148 public and fifty-one private examinations, at which 1,07."^ 
male and 298 female applicants were examined. Of these 1,318 received 
provisional certificates, and fifty-five (fifty-three males and two females) 
were rejected. Three hundred and thirty-four of these applicants had never 
taught, and many of them were mere boys and girls, who should have re- 
mained at school several years longer instead of aspiring to " teach the 
young idea how to shoot." Many of these lads and lasses have become 
good teachers, but they have had to learn and unlearn a great deal. One 
hundred and thirty-nine professional certificates were granted, of which 
about thirty were renewals of those given by preceding superintendents. 
One thousand three hundred and nine visits to schools were made, avera*?- 
ing about one and two-third hours per visit. The visits in the rural districts 
were made often alone and on foot, starting early in the morning to get the 
first school opened as soon as the pupils arrived ; walking often ten or twelve 
miles a day, sometimes through almost torrid heat, and at other times 
through almost impassable snow drifts, visiting from three to four schools, 
and repeatedly keeping in session the last school visited till nightfall com- 
pelled adjournment. 

The principal work of the visits consisted in taking note of the location, 
size, material and general condition of the houses ; observing and where 
necessary suggesting improvements in the government, classification and 
methods of teaching in the schools, examining and, if necessary, correcting 
the teachers' monthly reports, and addressing words of " counsel and en- 
couragement to the pupils." 

We attended seventy-nine educational meetings, embracing district and 
county institutes in this and other counties, two meetings of the State 
Teachers' association, one meeting of National Teachers' association, and 
five State Conventions of School Superintendents. 

We spent 1,26Y days in ollicial duties, traveled over 9,000 miles, and wrote 
1,793 official letters. For several years we have edited the educational de- 
partment of The Spirit of the Times and Educator^ not for lucre's sake, but 
because, in common with live teachers all over the county, we saw the value 
of a home educational organ. In the midst of our toil and glory we were 
cut down by " rotation in office," a principle which should never be applied 
to teachers or school officers. 
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MKASURKS CALCULATKI) TO PllOMOTE IMrUoVEMENT. 

If we make a proper use of the means in our power very little further 
legislative action will be needed. I suggest, however, the following : 

1. The old District Institute statute should, with proper modifications, 
bo revived. It should be made as nearly as possible a Normal school. 

*J. Tlie State appropriation should be enlarged, and the length of school 
term, and average per centum of attendance, should be combined as a basis 
for its distribution. 

3. The first Monday in July, instead of the first Monday"- in June, should 
1)0 made the beginning of the school year. 

•1. I'ay directors a reasonable compensation for their work, or employ a 
district superintendent to do it. 

5. A larger appropriation to all Normal schools, so that the expenses of 
students preparing to teach may be lessened. 

«"). Fix a separate day for the election of school directors. 

7. Make si;^ months the minimum school term. 

8. Make it obligatory upon boards of directors to emplo}' the best quali- 
lied applicants to teach. 

*.). Prohibit ever}' person from teaching who is less tiian twenty yc:;rs of 
age. 

10. Let every person be ineligible to the olllce of county, city or borough 
^superintendent wlio is less than thirty years of age, and who has not taught 
at least ten years in the common schools of the State, three of which imme- 
diately preceded his election. ^Make the term six, nine or twelve years, and 
no re-election. 

Conclusion, — The schools of the count}', upon the whole, are doing well. 
Great improvement has obtained during the past six years. They are now 
pervaded b}* life, system and method. They have made laudable progress, 
and many of them are conferring rich benefits upon the pupils who arc be- 
ing instructed in them. It required arduous and constant labor to accomp- 
lish what we have done for the schools of old Northampton ; and without 
the faithful and united co-operation of directors, teachers and the intelligent 
friends of human culture in every part of the county, and above all, with- 
out the blessing of an overruling Providence, we should have entirely failed. 

My work in the County Superinteudeuey is over. I am now released from 
its momentous responsibilities, anxieties, dilliculties, troubles and cares. 
lUit tiie ollice has its sunny side. The friendly faces of the teachers, the 
happy faces of the 12,000 boys and girls whom I have annually met, coun- 
seled and encouraged, the many, many acts of kindness and hospitality shown 
me on every hand, will remain green spots in memory's field while life and 
reason last. Let me express the hope that the same kind encouiagemcnt 
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and hearty co-operation, which my fellow teachers have always extended to 
me, will in like manner be extended to my successor, Benjamin F. Raesly, 
Esq. 

I have tried in all my ofTicial acts to do right, and if I have erred in aught, 
it was a fault of the head, not of the heart. Let us all labor hand in hand 
for the advancement of the great and noble cause in which we are engaged 
and Heaven will smile upon our work. 



NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY.— Sall Shtpman. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

The evidences of progress in educational interest in this county is evinced 
in the recent acceptance of the scliool law by Little Mahano}", the last hitherto 
non-accepting district in the county, and in the number of new and conve- 
nient school houses built, the attention given to their proper location and 
ventilation, and the kind of furniture with which they are supplied. 

Northumberland borough has completed the new school house mentioned 
in my last report as in course of erection. 

By special request Jos. O. Trac}', Esq., secretary of that school board, 
furnished us witli a full description of it, from which we extract the follow- 
ing: 

"The buildini^ is 05x100 feet, two stories high, built of brick, with ceil- 
ings 15 feet in the clear. On the ground lloor there are six primary and 
sdtondary rooms, each 23.5x30.4 feet. The front and side entries are easy 
and pleasant for small children. 

"On the second lloor there is a study hall 51x01 feet, attached to which 
arc two recitation rooms lG.3x21 fcet, and three 20.4x25 feet. 

"The study hall, school and recitation rooms are all furnished with Min- 
eral Slate black-boards, of the best quality. The study hall and school 
rooms are each amplj^ provided with separate clothes rooms. The rooms on 
the second lloor are entered by two wide stairways which allbrd an easy 
ascent on either side, and at the top of each of which is a hall 5.8x14 feet. 

" The building is located on high ground, in a pleasant part of town, and 
stands upon a square 240 feet in width and 240 feet in depth. A neat bel- 
fry surmounts the building, affording a view of the whole town and an' ex- 
tended prospect of the surrounding country. 

" The cost of the building and the furniture, which is the Lewisburg t»c, at 
proved slat seat, is $18,984 27." risited. 
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We have no hesitation in saying that for beauty of design and location, 
for substantial character of construction and for peculiar adaption of pur- 

« 

pose it has no superior and but few equals in Ccn trial Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Tracy also extends a cordial invitation to school ofKcers, teachers and 
any and all interested in the cause of education to visit them and examine 
their new school building ; and says that "a good and liberal education for 
the masses is our motto, and with this object in view we shall persevere 
unto the end, and we will endeavor to supply our schools with teachers of 
sterling merit for the next and succeeding 3'ears, and to raise the public 
schools of this borough to the highest possible standard of excellence." 

Eleven other brick houses were erected during the year, as follows : Lower 
Augusta, one ; Chillisquaque, one : Gearhart, two ; Lewis, one ; Little Ma- 
hanoy, one ; Rush, one ; Shamokin township, four. And five frame, as fol- 
lows : Coal, one ; Jackson, three ; Mt. Carmcl township, one. 

The one built in Chillisquaque is a first class school house, 32x46 feet, 
with tlie ceiling 13 feet from the floor; furnished with the Lewisburg Im- 
proved slat seat, with seating capacity for eighty pupils, and provided with 
clothes rooms furnished with hat-hooks and shelves. The building is sur- 
mounted by a neat belfry. 

Another one, 28x40 feet, is to be l)uilt in the same district this year. And 
we will here remark that when completed, if it compares in neatness of 
finish with the one just described, it will be an object of pride for the people 
and a lasting monument of honor to the directors and all others who can 
lay claim to a share in its erection. 

As my space is limited I will only say, for the others built in the county 
(luring the year, that all are neat substantial school houses. 

M'Ewensville borough vacated their dreary old school houses, purchased 
re-furnished and occupied the "academy," which is pleasantly located. 

Coal had the desks, wainscoting, window and door frames of live rooms 
painted, which had the effect of thoroughly renovating them. 

Zerbe has purchased a suitable lot and commenced the erection of a large 
two-story school house. This district seems to promise to make amends for 
past neglect. 

Furniture, — Besides the new houses built during the year, thirteen other 
rooms were supplied with new furniture, as follows ; Coal, three ; Delaware, 
one; M'Ewensville borough, one; Mt. Carmel township, five ; Riverside, 
one ; Shamokin borough, one ; Watsontown borough, one. 

Grounds — Sixty-six houses are classed in the statistical report as having 
suounds of sufficient size, but only six of these grounds have reached an 
Die Toximation to congruous improvement. Whilst Shamokin borough is 
reaso advance of any district in the county as to improvement of grounds 
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and pleasant locations for school houses, Milton is shamefully negligent^ 
and is in this respect the first on the roll-call of departed greatness. 

Schools, — The number of schools is increasing. Last year ttc reported 
two hundred and two ; this year there are two hundred and nine, of which 
sixtj-three are graded, ninety well classified, and one hundred and sixty- 
four in which the books are uniform. These schools were taught during the 
winter term by two hundred and thirteen teachers ; fourteen teachers were 
also employed for ^he summer term. Those districts named in my last re 
|)ort as needing more thorough grading have, with the exception of Watson- 
town, made a decided advance over that of former years, but there is yet 
ample space for improvement. Watson town failed principally for want of 
more schools and more teaching force. 

Another school is also much needed at Turbetville. Sunbury needs a 
large central building for the better accommodation of her high school and 
grammar schools, and from present indications wc have reason to believe 
that this great want will soon be supplied. 

District High Schoola. — We will again call the attention of directors to 
the propriety and importance of establishing high schools in the more 
thickly settled rural districts. Wc are convinced that the demands of the 
times require it, and in erecting school houses in such localities they should 
b3 built with that object in view. 

We assisted in instituting such a school at Dewart, in Delaware district, 
at the beginning of last term, and it proved a success. These schools serve 
as a strong incentive to study on the part of pupils in mixed grades. 

WORK DONE BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — Twenty-five public and fourteen private examinations 

•e held. One hundred and eighty-two provisional and fourteen profe»- 

^al certificates were granted, and eleven applicants rejected. All the 

P sslonal certificates, except three, were granted at the County Institute 

^^bsequent thereto, from previous ones, and for success in teaching. 

Sg to the great scarcity of teachers in tlic count}^ (one hundred and 

®^S wo provisional certificates having been granted during the year and 

^^ Ired and thirteen teachers employed,) granting of private examina- 

tions.^^.j^g and endorsing certificates were required to supply the ne- 

^^®* -mber of teachers. 

^ 'ell known that all these practices are pernicious to the schools, 
It 18 1,^^^ directors will not employ any teacher who does not attend 
^ aminations. 

T^i nitdt 

—Two hundred and eighty-one regular visits were made, at 
an aver g^^ ^^ ^^2 hours. Every school in the county was visited. 
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WORK DONE IJy OTHER AGENCIES. 

County Institute, — The County Institute was held at Sunbury, com- 
mencing December 18, 1872, and continued five days. A larger number of 
teachers was in attendance than at any previous institute held in the county. 
Much practical good resulted from it. One of the principal features of the 
meeting was that of organizing a teachers' permanent association, distinct 
from the County Institute. Two meetings of the association have since 
l>een held. 

Our regular instructors from abroad were Profs. A. N. Raub and E. 
Hubbard Barlow. Profs. D. S. Boyer and A. D. Rowe rendered very effi- 
cient service. The thanks of the institute were also due Mr. W. H. Duhling, 
of Sunbury, and Prof. W. O. Young, of Bradford county, for the excellent 
music discoursed by them during the sessions of the same. 

District Superintendency. — We recognize in the district superintendency 
a i)Owerful agency'' for good. Our schools nsed closer supervision, and the 
employment of a practical teacher to perform this necessary and important 
labor has been attended with very satisfactory results. 

21ie Fress. — The Shamokin IFerald^ the County Democrat and the Sun- 
bury Gazette still deserve praiseworthy mention for generous and valuable 
services rendered; and whilst we have gone steadily on, unmindful of all 
opposition and solicitous only for success and the approval that is sure to 
follow, and whilst we have been gratified by the cordial and potent testi- 
mony of general public favor, we have also heard the clamor of selfi>(JincHif 
and political prejudice made by some, but it has not changed our purpose. 
It is not alwaj^s the most intelligent that make the most useful directors ; 
neither docs the best scholar always make tlie best teacher or sui)erintend- 
ent. Earnestness of purpose^ tact and energy are necessary to make know- 
ledge elfective. Men are judged by what they do^ and not by what the; 
icnow. 

The Clergy, — It is a rare thing to see the name of a minister of the g* 
pel on the teacher's list of visitors. The j^reaching of educational serm* 
by but two — Revs. Clark and Clees, has yet come to my notice. May ir 
more be said for them in the future. 

Conclusion. — To the directors who accompanied me in my visita*' 
and to the good people whose hospitality I shared during my tours o'^ ' 
I return my warmest thanks. 
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PERRY COUNTY.— L. P>. Keuii. 

Grounds, — There is not a single school building in the county with 
grounds suitably improved. Two will be fenced and planted with trees 
during the present summer — Bloomfield borough, and one in Saville. No 

m 

special care seems to be bestowed upon the surroundings of the school 
bouse, hence many of them look like some old dilapidated building, not 
used for many years. 

Houses. — ^W^hole number of houses in the county, one hundred and fifty ; 
of which one hundred and eighteen are frame ; twent3'-eight brick or stone, 
and four log. Thirty arc unfit for use. One hundred and forty-eight have 
no means of ventilation except such as is furnished by raising or lowering 
windows. 

Five new school houses have be^n built during the year ; one in Nortli- 
East Madison ; one in Marysville borough ; one in Saville ; one in Spring, 
and one in Wheatfield — three arc frame and two brick. The one in Saville 
is the best house in the county, outside of the boroughs ; it is furnished with 
the Rankin school desk. When the ground^ are fenced and planted witli 
trees, it will be a first class country school house. It was named the " Irvine 
school house,^' b3' the County Superintendent. The other four are also 
good buildings. Average cost about $1,000. 

Examinations, — Eighteen public examinations were held, at which ci^h- 
ty-six directors were present. Pour professional, two hundred and five 
provisional certificates were granted and five renewed. No certificates 
were issued this year with blanks in theory of teaching and U. S. histor}'. 
Ninety per centum of the teachers received No. 5, in one or both of these 
branches. 

Visitations, — One hundred and fift^'-nine visits were made. Twentj'-four 
schools were not visited. Thirty-five directors accompanied me — thirty- 
one patrons were met in the schools. AVhole number of visits to all the 
schools by directors, three hundred and eighty-six, an average of a little 
more than two to each school. !Many of the schools did not receive even 
one visit from directors or patrons — the teachers being left to ** go it alone.-' 

County Institute The annual meeting of teachers and friends of educa- 
tion convened at New IJloomfield, December 25, 1871, and continued in ses- 
sion five days. The regular instructors were Profs. C. II. Harding, R. 13. 
Zimmerman and C. A. Wiley, who delivered lectures and gave instruction 
in the difierent branches. Rev. Hamilton gave a general talk on the ne- 
cessity of studying history. Dr. John L. M'Keehan favored the institute 
with a lecture on self culture. A number of teachers participated. Prof. 
G. C. Palm read an essay on theory of teaching. Deputy Superintendent 
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Ilenry Houck, of the School Department, came to our assistance on Thurs- 
day afternoon, and in the evening gave us a practical address. 

Thirteen districts allowed their teachers from two to four days' time to 
attend the County Institute. The remaining ones do not seem to care 
whether their teachers are present or not. 

Classification. — Whole number of children attending school, seven thou- 
sand two hundred and thirty-five. Males, three thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-eight ; females, three thousand three hundred and ninety-seven ; 
whole number spelling, three thousand five hundred and sixteen ; whole 
number reading, four thousand seven hundred and thirty-three ; whole num- 
ber writing, four thousand one hundred and forty-eight ; whole number in 
mental arithmetic, three thousand two hundred and twenty-one ; whole 
number in written arithmetic, three thousand one hundred and fifty-three; 
v/holc number in geography, one thousand five hundred and thirty-seven ; 
whole number in grammar, six hundred and fifty-eight ; whole number in 
U. S. histor}', one hundred and ninety-nine ; whole number in algebra, filly- 
one ; whole number of children of school age, not in school, seven hundred 
and eighty-four ; whole number of schools in the county, one hundred and 
seventy-one, of which thirty-eight are graded. 

Conclusion. — On retiring from office, my thanks are due teachers, direc- 
tors and citizens of the county, for their uniform kindness and assistance. 
The same are due to the Department. With best wishes for the welfare 
and prosperity of our common schools, I close my seventh annual report. 



PIKE COUNTY.— John Layton. 

Educational Prorjress. — No new houses were erected during the school 
3^ear just ended, but a considerable amount of money was expended in re- 
pairing and re-fitting old ones. It is unpleasant to report that there are 
several old and dilapidated structures still used as the training place of 
youth, whose dingy and uninviting appearance is well calculated to foster 
truancy, impair health, and consequently defeat the great object of the 
common school system. The buoyant spirit of youth naturally seeks to 
associate with the cheerful and lovely, but recoils on coming in contact 
with the gloomy and repulsive. In behalf of the authorities having charge 
of the matter, it is thought proper to state, that the delay on their part, to 
provide suitable buildings, is caused by financial embarrassment — an ob- 
stacle which, it is hoiked, will soon be removed. 

The balance of our school houses are neat, comfortable and convenient, 
and generally well supplied with good furniture. 
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Grounds, — The grounds are, in general, ample in area and well selected, 
but not sufficiently improved, being, in many cases, destitute of fence and 
ornamental trees. In the rural districts, however, the native forest trees, 
generously spared by the axman when clearing the superfluous matter from 
a spot on which to erect the building, afford a grateful shade. The refining 
principle which influences an individual to beautify the grounds of his pri- 
vate residence, should impel him to pay a like regard to the grounds of 
the school house. A small amount of money, properly expended in orna- 
menting grounds, adds very much to the attraction of the spot. 

Apparatus. — In the matter of apparatus no change, worthy of note, has 
taken place since my last annual report. 

Teachers. — Number of male teachers employed during the year, nine- 
teen ; female, fifty-five ; teachers who previously had no experience, seven ; 
less than one year, sixteen, and more than five years, seventeen. Number 
who attended a State Normal school, one ; read books on teaching, sixty- 
six ; who hold professional certificates, two ; permanent, one. As a class 
they did very well ; many surpassed expectation, and very few fell below it. 

Moral Instruction.-^The Scripture is read in nearly all our schools. 

VisitcUions. — All the schools, except five, which were not in session when 
I passed through the county, were visited once, some twice, and others 
three times. I visited, most frequently, the schools taught by young and 
inexperienced teachers, for they require more supervision than those in 
charge of an adept. The time in each school averaging two and a half 
hours, was apportioned as mentioned in my last annual report. In the^ 
visitations I was accompanied by seventeen directors, and about sixty-five 
citizens. The salutary effect upon our schools, produced by the presence 
of directors and parents, is plainly discernible. Teachers and pupils need 
encouragement, and there is no better way of affording it, than in frequent, 
friendly visits to the school room. A searching investigation proved nearly 
every school in a healthy and progressive condition, a circumstance reflec- 
ting credit upon both teacher and pupil. 

WORK DONE BY THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

Educational Meetings I held five educational meetings, that being 

about all that could be held with success, for reasons given in my last an- 
nual report. 

Examinations. — I held eight public and seven private examinations, at 
which twenty-seven applicants presented themselves ; of whom twenty-five 
received provisional certificates, and two professional cortficates. One ap- 
plicant was rejected. 

The oral and written methods combined were used, for the reasons given 
in my last annual report. The average grade is about the same as last year. 
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Number of directors present at examinations twenty-nine. Parents and 
advanced pupils, in some districts, attended and witnessed the proceedings 
with manifest interest. I regret that necessity forced me to srant so many 
private examinations ; and to discourage a practice, alike distasteful to 
County and State Superintendents, the odious words " examined in pri- 
vate," were written on a conspicuous part of the certificate. 

County Institute. — Our County Institute held in the court house at Mil- 
ford, during the week commencing April 15, was a decided success. Among 
the lecturers and instructors who deserve great credit for the valuable as- 
sistance they rendered the institute, were Prof. L. R. Fowler, principal of 
the graded school at llonesdale, Wayne county ; Samuel S. Smith, prin- 
cipal of the high school at Smethport, M'Kean county ; O. N. Goldsmith, 
lion. D. A. Wells, J. H. Yan Etteu, (graduate of William college, Mass.,) 
Col. John Nyce, all of Milford, Pa. ; lion. G. 11. Rowland, of Lackawaxen? 
Pa., and G. D. W. Lay ton, Esq. The active part taken by leading teachers 
present, conduced greatly to the success of the institute. The clergy were 
in attendance and took part in the exercises with profit to the institute. J. 
H. Dony, Esq., the able editor of the Milford Herald^ and efficient secre- 
tary of the Milford school board, acted as assistant secretary, to whom we 
are indebted for the faithful account of the proceedings published in the 
Herald. The Milford choir, a splendid one, gratuitously interspersed the 
exercises with appropriate music, vocal and instrumental. The court room, 
during the evening sessions, was crowded to its utmost capacity by a deco- 
rous and appreciative audience. Too much praise cannot be awarded to 
the citizens of Milford, for their unremitted efforts to make the institute 
pleasant and successful. At the close of the institute, a resolution was 
passed, very properly censuring teachers absenting themselves without suffi- 
cient excuse — I heartily endorse the spirit of the resolution. A person 
choosing teaching as his profession, is morally bound to embrace every 
available means of qualifying himself to adorn and advance that profession. 

In examinations, visitations and other official dnties, I spent 151 days; 
traveled 1,815 miles, and wrote G9 letters. 

The Press This great educational agent deserves to be mentioned here, 

for the active part it takes in behalf of popular education. Its columns are 
open, to publish gratuitously, educational articles calculated to advance the 
conditions of our common schools. 

In conclusion^ my thanks are tendered to directors, teachers and citizens, 
for their uniform kindness, and to the Department for valuable advice and 
information. 
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POTTER COUNTY— J. W. Allex. 

I. PERSONAL AGENCIES. 

Parents, — Edacationally considered, there is amoDg these such a variety 
of opinions and actions that no attempt will be made to classify thcin. 
While it is true that of all .the personal agencies connected with our 
schools, there is none who should be so much interested as parents, it is 
also true that not more than two-thirds of them in this county manifest 
this, except by tcords. Such, whether somewhat intelligent or ignorant, 
are foremost in finding fault with the school law, with either directors, su- 
perintendent or teachers, and often with all. 

With this class taxes are too high, teachers are not more than half as 
good as they used to be and are paid too much, are too strict or not strict 
enough, use partiality, or teach by methods not like those in which they 
were instructed years and 3-ears ago ; directors are a nuisance, and the su- 
perintendent is no better. 

But, fortunately, the power of these educational croakers, who are wise 
only in their own estimation, is generally controlled by those who are much 
wiser in counsel and more eflicient in good deeds. 

While many at £imcs are too active, mostly in tallj only, there arc three 
times as many who are almost entirely indifferent as to school matters. 
Strange as it is, only a very few parents visit our schools at all. If they 
would generally do this, instead of leaving it for the directors and super- 
intendent, there would be far less dissatisfaction of parents, the scholars 
would be stimulated, the teachers encouraged, and the good object of our 
schools would be far more nearly realized. 

Directors. — In former reports I have said many things in commendation 
of these ofRcers. All might be truthfully repeated now. But in the same 
spirit and with the same motives, the following statements contain the par- 
ticulars wherein they often fail to do their oflicial duty : 

1. In not having the secretary make out in time the annual report, atli- 
da^it and certificate. 

2. In not keeping a correct account of the pecuniary matters of the dis- 
trict, and in not publishing a financial statement of their annual receipts 
and expenditures. 

3. In not engaging teachers in time, and in not grading their salaries 
according to their certificates and known skill and experience in teaching ; 
in selecting the poorest qualified teachers for the most backward schools ; 
in not having a written agreement with all teachers at the time of employ- 
ing them ; in not visiting once a month the schools of their district, either 
as individuals or by the secretary appointed by them for that purpose ; in 
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accepting school houses not constructed according to contract, and in al- 
lowing the destruction of school houses, furniture and out-buildings by 
liecdless scholars and others who are worse. While it is indeed difficult to 
do cill of these duties, some of our boards are greatly deficient in trying. 

County Superintendent, — The summary of his work may be found in his 
monthly and annual statistical reports. Those most interested are request- 
ed to compare these reports with those of former years. Such, by so doing, 
can judge whether he did more or less work than heretofore. But as to 
the manner of his doing it, those best acquainted with it can decide. 

It may properly be added here that he, in visiting schools, continued his 
eil'orts made in previous years to co-operate with and to encourage teach- 
ers, to induce the scholars to attend more regularly, to obey their teachers, 
to study more and in the right way, and to be ambitious to excel only in 
well doing. 

All his intercourse with directors and parents was pleasant and harmo- 
nious. The many kindnesses and hospitalities received from our people 
are gratefully remembered, and will be gladly reciprocated as opportunity 
affords. 

Teachers, — Comparing these with those of the last two or three years, 
no remarkable difference in age, experience, qualifications and success in 

I 

teaching is found. Several more attended the institute ; more had read 
books on teaching and educational periodicals, and more taught by better 
methods, but their knowledge of text-books and their practical skill in 
governing were, on the whole, not much better. 

Several of our best and some of our poorest teachers taught in adjoining 
counties. Higher salaries generally invited the former, and lack of em- 
ployment at home usually induced the latter to seek work elsewhere. While 
there are so few schools in and near this county where our young men and 
women can qualify themselves for teaching ; while directors arc obliged to 
offer such low salaries to teachers ; while our young men can get more for 
working at lumbering, and at nearly all the ordinary trades than for teacji- 
ing ; while there is such a demand for those who can do housework, just so 
long our educational interests will suflTer for the want of better teachers. 

Scholar 8.-^0 \iv boys and girls are generally fair specimens of " Young 
Americans." With them, restlessness of mind and body predominates. 
Comparatively but few of them are "dull scholars." Having strong wills 
and unused to rigid restraint, they are more easily led than driven. The^' 
do few things " by rule." The combativeness of the boys is large and 
their destructive propensity is almost a ruling passion. This is shown in 
the way they resent real or imaginary' insults and by the reckless destruc- 
tion of their toys, clothes, books, seats and desks. Still they are usually 
kind hearted. Whenever our young men and women attend in other coun- 
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ties schools of a higher grade than the common, they generally rank, both 
in scholarship and deportment, among the best of their class-mates. 

Institute, — This was held at Coudersport, in October. Prof. F. A. Allen 
was the chief instructor. Mrs. Anna Randall Diehl and Amos Stevens, 
Esq., were the others. The former confined her instruction mostly to elo- 
cntion, and the latter, his to penmanship. 

During one or two of the evening sessions Mrs. Diehl related several in- 
terest!^ things, mostly of an educational character, in connection with her 
recent European travels. Prof. Allen's instruction to teachers, concerning 
" School Work," was so well classified and generally so practical, and his 
'* Talks," at the evening sessions, to parents and school officers, were so 
plain, and yet so full of kind feeling, that the attendance, both of teachers 
and spectators, increased till the adjournment. 

The large attendance of teachers and parents at our institutes, and the 
interest manifested in them by all, are not only very encojiraging to those 
who have labored for these results during the last five years, but make these 
educational meetings of great importance as a personal agency of our school 
system in this county. 

II. PECUNIARY AQKNCIES. 

Receipts and Expenditures. — Not having received the annual reports of 
the districts for last year, I do not know just what these have been. But 
the average receipts from all sources for the three years next preceding last 
year, were $30,871 73, and the average expenditures for the same time were 
$28,017 39. The average State appropriation for these three years was 
$1 ,443 94, or only 4.67 per centum of the total receipts. The average yearly 
salary of the County Superintendent, $866 66, received from the State, is 
not included in the above statements. His salary last year, C$1,000,) added 
to the State appropriation for the same year, makes $2,424 16, which is only 
$224 16 more than a fair proportion of the amount paid last year to the 
judges of this county. Thus we see that the State pays almost as much to 
our judiciary officers as it does towards the support of the common schools 
of this county. IIow is this in other parts of the State ? Is this wise 
statesmanship ? 

School Property. — A fair estimate of this, made by the directors last year, 
was nearly $6,000. Our county buildings, including court house, jail and 
the property belonging to them, could not probably be replaced for less than 
this amonnt. How do these things compare with other counties ? Is this 
good economy on the part of this county ? 

1 1 SOHOOL RbP 
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III. MATERIAL AGENCIES. 

School Houses ^My statistical report shows the number, kind and fitness 

of these in this county, and also the nature of their furniture and appa- 
ratus. During the last year eight have been built ; two in Hector and one 
in each of the following districts, viz : Genesee, find.,) Oswayo, Sharon, 
Sweden, Ulysses and Wharton. The two in Hector rank among the poorest 
of our new houses ; yet the board of directors did the best it could. The 
one in Wharton ranks among our third class, those in Genesee, (IndU) Swe- 
den and Ulysses among our second, and those in Oswayo and Sharon among 
our first. While all of these should have been bettor planned and con- 
structed, in some respects, each will probably answer quite well the purpose 
for which it was built. 

The one in Oswayo is, on the whole, well constructed and well arranged. 
This, with good out-buildings, cost $1,000. While the board of Oswayo de- 
serve credit for building this house, if it see to it that this property is pre- 
served it will deserve more credit hereafter. 

The house in Sharon is better in size and plan than in construction. The 
cost of it was $900. In order to have a first class house the citizens living 
near it raised, by subscription, §300 of this amount. Such liberality is in- 
deed commendable. 

Becommendations, — The statements made at the close of my report two 
years ago concerning the ^^obstacles in the way of improvement^^^ and also 
the ^hneasures to promote improveinent^^^ are respectfully re-submitted. 

Conclusion, — At the close of another school year we have, on the whole, 
no reason for discouragement. It is true that in some few localities the ma- 
chinery of our school system has not always worked well. Probably so long 
as we have schools personal interests and selfish feelings will more or less 
interfere with them. Still educational progress will be made. 



SCHUYLKILL COUNTY.— Jesse Newlin. 

In collecting from my note book the material for this report, I find con- 
siderable similarity between this and that of preceding years. I am able, 
however, to report the usual progress in our schools during the past year, 
as follows : Seventeen new school houses in place of some of the nnsuitable 
ones reported last year, and four for new schools, at a total cost of about 
^37,000. School terms in two districts have been lengthened, and in sev- 
eral the salaries of teachers have been increased. No terms have been shor- 
tened, or salaries lowered. 
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One prominent feature in our educational progress is the increased, and 
increasing interest manifested in the selection of directors. They have 
been more generally selected with the aim of obtaining competent men. 
As a result of this a larger number has visited the schools than during any 
preceding year. I regard this as a most important improvement, as the 
benefit of the mere visits alone is plainly visible upon both teachers and 
scholars. 

Another feature in our progress was the opening of evening schools in 
two of our districts for the benefit of those who had neglected the advan- 
tages of an education when young, and now being sensible of their deficien- 
cies, desired to repair them, and for others who, being employed during 
the day, could not attend the day sessions. The borough of Ashland, (a 
borough fully alive to the educational wants of its children,) employed a 
male teacher, at a salary of seventy dollars a month, whose only duty it was 
to have charge of this school five nights during the week. Every lover of 
his race, and of the moral and intellectual improvement of his fellow man, 
could not but feel grateful toward an intelligent school board that so wisely 
appropriated a small portion of the school funds for the benefit of those 
who, unfortunately, had been neglected in their younger days, and were now 
ashamed to take position in the lower classes of our graded schools. The 
attendance in these schools was large and regular. No qualifications were 
required for admission. Non-attendance at the day school, a sense of ignor- 
ance, and a desire to have that ignorance removed, were the only recom- 
mendations necessary for any applicant. But without entering any further 
into the details and interesting results of this experiment of free night 
schools I would only express my unqualified approval of the measure, and 
would recommend that other boroughs and districts, having a sufficient num- 
ber of young men and women willing to improve the privileges thus afforded 
them, make the same experiment. 

Libraries, — Since my last report Ashland borough has started a public 
school library, with the most encouraging prospects. About one hundred 
and fifty volumes have already been added, and the number is increasing 
every day. Three boroughs — Cressona, Mahanoy City and Ashland — have 
public school libraries. 

Central High Schools Another feature in our progress, which we feel a 

pride in reporting, is our admirable system of graded schools in our bor- 
ooghs, extending itself into our townships. Our intelligent directors are 
becoming aware that talents and intellectual pojwers are bestowed by the Cj e- 
ator impartially, and that a child from the humblest walks of life may ofien 
possess within his undeveloped mind the germs of a superior mental power. 
which the son of the wealthiest has been denied. To afford the children of 
every walk in life, in the townships of Union and Rahn, the advantages 
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of a good English cducatioD, the liberal minded directors have in successful 
operation a Central high school in each, in elegantly constructed 'houses 
built for the purpose, and under the instruction of well qualified teachers. 

District Superintendents, — Seven districts have each employed an expe- 
rienced teacher as District Superintendent, at salaries ranging from $800 to 
$1,200 a year. 

In conclusion^ I would add that during the yesLr just closed I have held 
thirty-six public examinations and sixty- three private ones ; examined two 
hundred and sixty male and one hundred and eighty-seven female applicants, 
one hundred and nineteen of whom had never taught ; issued three hundred 
and nin^y-four provisional and three professional certificates, and refused 
forty-eight ; made four hundred and ninety-five visits to schools, and spent 
an average of one hour and twenty-eight minutes in each, in company with 
eighty directors ; spent two hundred and thirty-eight days in ofiicial duty, 
wrote three hundred and seventy-one official letters, and traveled, in the per- 
formance of my official duties, 2,811 miles. I ako held one County Insti- 
tute, assisted at another ; held three local institutes, and visited four District 
Institutes. 



SNYDER COUNTY,— William Moyer. 

It is no matter of mere form, that in presenting this, our Ninth annual 
report, we congratulate the friends of education upon the healthful growth 
of the cause during the past year. There is an increased desire to have 
our school buildings more commodious, and better furnished. The financial 
condition of the different school districts is encouraging, showing that their 
affairs have been managed with economy and skill, and the burden of sup- 
porting schools and the erection of school buildings have been borne cheer- 
fully and promptly. The directors, in many instances, retaining in their 
employment teachers who have proven, by their capacity and experience, 
their ability to teach. This is a wise policy, and will always prove an ad- 
vantage to the schools. Seventy- seven per centum of the teachers employed 
had experience, thirty-three per centum have taught more than five years. 
This is good evidence of the quality of the presentjjorps of instructors in 
the schools. In Monroe, and several other districts, the teachers were paid 
in accordance with the work done and the grade of certificate. 

Houses Built. — One in West lieaver, frame, of sufficient size, with good 
black-board surface, has a cupalo and bell. A similar building has been con- 
tracted for at Black Oak Ridge Church. Monroe erected an excellent 
brick, costing, with the grounds, $1,269. The site is a fine one. Another 



^SNYDER COUNTY. 165 

of the same size, will be built at Beaver's for $1,064. Penn, also, erected 
a large, substantial brick house, with a basement, at a cost of $1,100. Penn 
and Monroe built first class houses. Perry built a frame house at Leister's- 
Washington remodeled two houses. 

Twenty out-houses were erected in the county; ten are yet wanted; 
seven years ago only nine houses had the necessary out-buildings. Nine- 
teen school houses are at present unfit for use; twenty have sufficient 
grounds. Special instructions from the State Superintendent, with refer- 
ence to "sufllcient size, as applied to school grounds in the country, is in- 
tended to mean an extent of at least half an acre." Ten have grounds 
suitably improved. The furniture of school houses should bo made a spe- 
ciality in the specification. The size of the desks to suit the ages of pupils. 
The house at Smith's, in Perry, was supplied with unsuitable desks. Not 
every carpenter who planes and saws boards is capable of constructing suita- 
ble school desks. Many of the schools have too few recitation benches and 
seats for visitors. 

Centre and Penn are the banner districts on apparatus. Nearly half of 
the schools in the county are without out-line maps. By a thorough study 
of a suspended map and text-book a solid foundation is laid for the future 
edifice of the pupils' geographical knowledge. Be assured, directors, all 
the money invested in a good map will pay an hundred fold. 

The extent of black-board surface in many school rooms is being increased • 
The directors at Selinsgrove introduced slate surface, using talc pencils, 
which greatly lessens the dust occasioned by the use of crayon. More black" 
board surface will be needed than formerly, as it is now required that draw- 
ing and vocal music shall bo taught in the schools. 

Two additional schools have been opened, one in Perry and one in Union. 
Total number in the county, 106. The house at Wm. G. Herrold's was 
supplied with Prof. Born's patent desk. 

The schools in Freeburg have been graded. Beaverton and Adamsburg 
should do likewise. Eighty-six schools are well classified. The Bible is 
read in all, with one exception. 

A large number of school rooms are adorned with the Lancaster school 
mottoes, pictures and flower plants. We regard these as great educators 
in the way of cultivating the taste, and in the development of the finer 
sensibilities of character. 

Fifteen public examinations were held in the presence of 54 directors and 
144 visitors. One hundred and sixty-eight received provisional and seven 
the professional certificate. Average grade of certificate, 2. Ninety-eight 
males and nine female teachers were employed. Average age twenty-five 
years. Twenty-five had no experience. Experience in teaching is impor- 
tant, bat an inexperienced teacher is not always a poor one. Natural tact, 
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with thorough previous stuvly, is better than mere experience. A few of 
our teachers have had too much experience. One hundred have read works 
on teaching. Ten hold professional and three permanent certificates. We 
have not a single total failure to report. 

A large number of the teachers are subscribers to the Pennsylvania School 
Journal. We only speak the sentiments of many by saying that its col- 
umns are monthly filled with original, live and instructive matter. Every 
teacher and friend of education can feel proud of our State educational 
organ. 

Two hundred and twelve visits were made to schools by the Superin- 
tendent. Each school was visited twice ; was accompanied by forty-three 
directors. About one hundred children of school age are not in the schools. 
Thirteen evening educational meetings were held in eight diflferent districts. 
The pupils of seventeen schools, many teachers, directors and about eight 
hundred citize&s were present. The average attendance of pupils in a num- 
ber of schools was excellent, but in too many did we find a bad record. 
This, in a great measure, is the fault of parents. In some cases the teach- 
ers failed to make the full impression for good on the minds of the pupils 
from the fact that their authority and influence were not sufficiently upheld 
by the parents. 

The average attendance in several schools was materially lessened by the 
prevalence of small-pox. 

Yocal music, declaiming and composition were practiced in nearly all of 
the schools. 

The County institute convened at Selinsgrove December 27. More mem- 
bers were in attendance than the j'ear previous. Considerable attention 
was given to elementary instruction and the common branches. It was 
again our pleasure to instruct the members of the Snyder County Teach- 
ers' Normal institute, at Freeburg academy, attended by sixty-eight mem- 
bers. Yaluablo assistance was rendered by Profs. D. S. Boyer and Wm. 
n. Moyer. 

The following exhibit of the condition of our schools, &c., of this year, 
when compared with the schools nine years ago, must be a source of pride 
to the friends of the cause : 

Three more school districts; 18 more directors; 10 more schools — 7 
graded ; 1 1 more teachers ; an advance of $10 per month on teachers' wages ; 
450 more pupils ; $21,000 more expended for school purposes; 775 more 
citizens met in the schools, and an improvement of 25 per centum in teach- 
ers' qualifications. 

One hundred and forty-one days were spent in ofllcial duties ; traveled 
1,374 miles ; wrote 1G7 ofiScial letters. I return sincere thanks for the co- 
operation, hospitality And kindness received during my official career. 
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SOMERSET COUNTY.— J. L. Pugh. 

School DistricL — A new school district has been formed in the borough 
of Ursina. The, newly elected board has organized, and is making the 
proper effort to have good schools. A new building is needed. We now 
have twenty-nine school districts and one hundred and ninety-seven school 
houses. 

School Houses. — Eleven new school houses have been built during the 
year — four in Brothers' Yalley, two in Conemaugh, one in Greenville, one 
in Jenner, one in Somerset, one in Stony Creek, and one in Upper Turkey- 
foot. All of these buildings are creditable structures, but Brothers' Yalley 
and Stony Creek have built the best houses. The greatest objections to 
these, as well as to all the school houses of the county, is their location. 
There seems to have been a want of judgment among school directors in 
procuring sites for our school houses, and a lack of taste in fitting up the 
grounds properly. Boards of directors should procure at least one acre of 
ground, have it neatly fenced, and plant trees and shrubbery. 

There is still a number of huts and hovels in some districts unworthy 
the name of school houses, and unfit as a place for educating boys and girls 
in this enlightened age. 

School Directors. — There is a want of interest and lack of zeal among a 
large majority of the school officers of the county. Men are elected to fill 
the office of school director who are ignorant and opposed to education ; 
others use their official position to promote their individual interest, and 
thus defeat the best interests of our schools. The report books show that 
there arc few official visits, and the loose manner in which the business of 
a large number of the boards is conducted, convinces me that there should 
be a change in the school law of our State in regard to our school officers. 
Let there be three men selected for each district to transact the business, 
and let them be compensated for their labor. Is our State too poor to pay 
men for their labor, or is the cause unworthy of hire? Let us get rid of 
the cry, " It does not pay to be school director." If, as Burke says, "edu- 
cation is a cheap defence,'' surely our State seems determined to keep itf 
j udging from her liberality towards her school officers. 

Teachers. — Of the two hundred and ten teachers employed in the county, 
one hundred and forty are males and severity females. Among this num- 
ber are to be found some live^ wide-awake men and women, who are not 
willing to follow in the same routine year after year, without a desire for 
improvement. But we have a large number of teachers who are too negli- 
gent and indifferent to teach with that degree of success which should char- 
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acterizo the true teacher. Success with them is impossible. Truly, our 
schools would be better closed than open with such teachers. In theory 
the above position is certainlj' correct, but in practice it is hardly possible. 
The only way to get rid of the evil is for our boards of directors to pay 
well for good teachers and discard at once all bad ones. I am fully con- 
vinced of the fact that we are paying too much money for poor teaching 
and not enough for good. 

Graded Schools, — There are but six graded schools in the county. Of 
these, Somerset employs six teachers, Berlin three, Dale City three, Stoys- 
town two, Salisbury two, and Wellersburg two. The following towns and 
villages are greatly in need of graded schools : Shanksville, Larimer f^ 
Roads, Levansville, Freidensburg and Ursina. The villages of New Cen- 
treville and Qebhartsburg combine and have a graded school. The advan- 
tages of having graded schools in the above places will be readily seen by 
those versed in school affairs. A law passed compelling boards of directors 
to establish graded schools in villages and ^thickly settled districts, where 
the number of scholars for each school exceeds fifty, would prevent them 
from crowding eighty to one hundred in one small room, to be taught by 
one teacher. 

There is a lack of system, too, in our graded schools. The gradation is 
v^y imperfect. This is owing to the frequent change in teachers. This 
frequent change of teachers is a great hurt to our schools. I would urge 
upon boards of directors the important consideration of employing a teacher 
for at least three successive years, when he gives satisfaction. Let teach- 
ers understand that they are to be employed for several years in the same 
school, with perhaps an increase of salary, and it will be quite an incentive 
and secure much better teaching. Seven professional certificates were 
granted. Mr. J. 11. Fritz received a State permanent certificate. 

supebintendent's work. 

Normal Schools, — Seven Normal schools were in session during the 
months of August, September, and part of October. The one at Somerset 
was under my immediate supervis on, assisted by C. A. Snyder. Stoy»- 
town, in charge of F. Grof ; Berlin, P. M. Keifer ; Dale City, W. C. Koontz ; 
Salisbury, L. A. Smith ; Ursina, T. Miller ; Wellersburg, J. D. Baer. All 
of these schools were visited by the County Superintendent, and several 
days spent at each one of them giving instructions in theory and art of 
teaching. The schools were largely attended by the teachers of the coun- 
ty, and the result of last winter's work showed that it was greatly to their 
advantage. 

Examinalions. — Nine public examinations were held during the month 
of October, and about one hundred and fifty applicants examined. A ffew 
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applicants were examined privately. This gave us a surplus of teachers. 
It was claimed that many incompetent persons were licensed to teach. The 
standard adopted was not below that of my two predecessors, and while it 
is admitted that a much higher standard of qualifications from our teachers 
would be desirable, the material to bo operated upon was not sufficient to 
adopt a higher scale of working. It is the county's fault that she has not 
better material for teachers, and not the Superintendent's. 

Visiiaiion. — The two hundred and ten schools were all visited once ; a 
number twice and a few thrice. The schools of Somerset borough were 
visited monthly. In these visitations a similar course was pursued to that 
of last year. The schools of each district were rigidly examined and classed 
or graded, and the result published in the county papers. The graded 
schools were rigidly examined and considerable superficial work exposed. 
This course, it is to be regretted, did not meet the views of some teachers 
and school oflScers, who, as yet, are ignorant of the duties of the office of 
Superintendent. 

County Institute The Somerset County Teachers' institute convened 

December 26, 1871, and continued in session five days. Prof. C. L. Ehren- 
feld, principal California State Normal school, was present on Tuesday and 
delivered a very able address in the evening. Rev. Joseph Waugh, prin- 
cipal Hollidaysburg seminary, on Wednesday, and lectured in the evening. 
Miss Rose A. M'Cleary, elocutionist, of Pittsburg, ^s in attendance dur- 
ing the entire week, and gave instructions in reading and elocution. On 
Thursday evening she gave an entertainment of select readings, which was 
highly appreciated. On Friday afternoon we had with us Hon. J. P. Wick- 
ersham, State Superintendent of Common Schools, and in the evening he 
delivered an interesting and instructive address to a very large audience. ^ 

Able reports were offered by C. A. Snyder, P. M. Fisher, W. C. Koontz 
and others. Essays were read by Misses Rose Huston and Ella D. Leven- 
good. 

The Institute was attended by about one hundred and thirty teachers. 
All seem well pleased and it is to be hoped benefited. It was pronounced 
by the Somierset Herald to be decidedly the best institute ever held in the 
county. 

District Institutes. — Despite my eflbrt to re-establish district institutes, 
I only succeeded in three districts, namely : Somerset borough, Milford, 
and Elklick and Salisbury combined. Some of these were very poorly con- 
ducted. It is greatly to be regretted that teachers and school directors will 
not avail themselves of these valuable auxiliaries. 

Educational Meetings. — Only a few educational meetings were held 
throughout the county, and these were poorly attended. Our citizens have 
not yet been schooled in this direction. They have not yet learned the im- 
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portaDce of assembling to bear popular education discussed. This is an 
important matter. Public sentiment needs to be enlightened, and this can 
only be done by the means of educational meetings. 

To accomplish tjie above work, I spent about 200 official days ; wrote 
300 official letters ; traveled nearly 2,000 miles ; approved and forwarded 
to the School Department 26 annual reports, and made 12 monthly reports. 

Conclusion — It is proi^er to state in this connection that all the official 
documents of the County Superintendent, the institute property, together 
with memorandum books and many valuable notes for this report were de- 
stroyed in the late fire at Somerset, May 9 1872. The school documents 
belonging to the boards of Somerset borough and Somerset were also burned. 

In concluding this report I will take occasion to say, that I always have 
had a lively interest for the public schools of our county. An experience 
of ten years as a practical teacher I trust enabled me to discharge my offi- 
cial duties in such a manner as to advance the best interest of our common 
school system. Nothing haa been said or done that would impede the pro- 
gress or mar the workings of our public schools, and I always shall carry 
with me the proud satisfaction of having been a faithful public servant. 

The many acts of kindness and courtesy received from my fellow-citizens 
place me under renewed obligations. 
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New school houses appear in Cherry and Forks. The house in Cherry 
'occupies the place of one destroyed by a storm. No improvement in the 
style of building. The furniture of the old one, uncomfortable as it was, is 
put in the new one. Out-houses, .though .much needed, are still not pro- 
vided. The house in Forks, takes the place of one unfit for use. It is a 
good roomy building, with better arrangements for comfort than any other 
in the district. 

Several weeks of Normal institute work are annually expected. Because 
Dushore furnishes the best school room accommodations is one reason why 
it was chosen as the place for holding it. It is a pleasure to be able to re- 
port good attendance, good attention to business, and a good work done. 
In carrying on this work, the help of Mrs. Kate Snyder, an experienced 
teacher, was very acceptable. 

The County Institute, was without doubt, our best. C. H. Verrill, prin- 
cipal of Mansfield school, and J. W. Barker, a successful institute man of 
Buffalo, worked harmoniously togetiier. A more interested class than theirs 
could not be desired. 
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An examination of applicants for teachers' certificates was held at Du- 
shore, at the close of our Normal school institute. Over sixty certificates 
were issued. Four of these were professional, and were formally presented 
at an evening entertainment, closing the County Institute exercises. Public 
examinations were held in nearly all the districts, at each of which some 
work was done. 

About one hundred and thirty-six visits were made to schools. Many 
of these were highly satisfactory, and some it is believed, quite profitable. 

The work of our teachers will average good. Some teachers were very 
successful, others would have been with a modified government. Good 
teachers are not always good governors — so failures often occur where not 
expected. There are persons who become popular as teachers, whose prin- 
cipal merit is ability to keep order ; such are needed in districts where 
more physical power and skill in its application, and less intellectual cul- 
ture and aptness to teach is in demand. It is hoped that as the people be- 
come wiser and better, more teaching and less governing, will be required 
of those that take charge of our common schools. 

A disposition exists in Forks district to carry out a suggestion made 
by Superintendent Wickersham, at Laporte, relative to higher schools. It 
is proposed to build at Forksville such a house as will afford school room ac- 
commodations for grading purposes. Hardly a doubt can exist respecting 
the success of a well managed higher school at this point. 

Cherry, either alone or in conjunction with Dushorc, its most central 
point, could do no work more conducive to its educational interests, than 
that of exacting and sustaining a school of higher grade. 
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Another year of school work has passed, with the usual variety of per- 
plexities, disappointments, successes and pleasure. Comparatively little 
difliculty in the management of the schools by directors and teachers has 
arisen to disturb the quietness, and impede the progress of the work. A 
few failures have annoyed and harmed those interested in the schools ; but 
most of these would have been avoided by the exercise of a little faithful- 
ness and decision. Yet it is easier to see failures than to avoid or correct 
them, so that it appears the part of wisdom not to pass hasty or harsh con- 
demnation upon those who have not succeeded as was desired. The schools 
in the county are prospering, and occupy a higher position for good than 
in former years. In several districts there has been no approach to failure ; 
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and in all others, where people and directors have sought success, but few 
schools have been poor. 

To provide teachers for the schools, with the many changes because of 
summer and winter terms, (for, very few males are employed in the sum- 
mer, and many others do not teach in the summer,) calls into the work so 
large a number as would warrant the expectation, comparing this with any 
other employment, that some would undertake to teach who had not all the 
requisites necessary to succeed. Many seem to think, especially where per- 
sonal interest is in that direction, that an advancement in studies a little 
beyond what has been attained by the scholars, fits any one to teach; so 
the plea for teachers is often heard, " she is ahead of any in that school," 
while the truth is, no one can teach without a good understanding of the 
subject taught ; and all enlarged information finds a ready place in the 
teacher's work. 

Several new houses have been built during the year ; nearly all of these 
are comfortable and substantial, yet very few can be found in the county 
answering the description of the School Department as " first class houses,'* 
neither are grounds found of suitable size and properly improved except in 
but few instances. 

Suitable privies j in any manner sheltered from public sight are few in 
number, while many houses are left for years without any such convenience, 
poor though it may be. Purity of thought and virtue in life demand a 
material change in this matter. 

School apparatus is limited, with few exceptions, to out-line maps, with 
the addition, in some districts, of globes, writing charts, primary tablets, 
and in a few solar charts, while many schools have not any of these. 
Black-boards increase in size and number, yet teachers have difficulty to 
obtain these in places, while some teachers are slow or dull in using what 
the}' do have. Better care is taken of school houses and furniture than 
formerly, and an increase of effort at cleanliness and order by teachers and 
scholars. 

WORK BY COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 

I have held thirt3'-four public and eight private examinations ; gave four 
hundred and eighteen certificates, a number of these for six months, to 
those who were young or had never taught, consequently largely increas- 
ing the aggregate ; forty-seven applicants were rejected. Number of visits 
to schools in the count}', three hundred and twenty-three, (there are 
two hundred and eighty-one schools,) with average time l^^^ hours. A few 
schools not visited, in nearly every case, because of absence of teacher, or 
school not in session when other schools in the vicinity were visited. — 
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Forty-four directors have accompanied me, sometimes the same ones visit- 
ing two or more schools ; have met with forty other citizens also in the 
schools. Held County Institute in August, believing it, on the whole, the 
best time for the teachers of the county to meet ; one hundred and six 
teachers present ; aggregate number of days of attendance, three hundred 
and fifty-seven. 

Profs. F. A. Allen, of Mansfield, and W. N. Hull, of Pittsburg, rendered 
valuable assistance at institute. Five branch institutes were held, with an 
additional united attendance of one hundred and forty-five teachers. At 
these I was aided, in instruction, by teachers of the county, viz : — M. L. 
Hawley, A. H. Berlin, E. S. P. Hine, Alfred W. Larrabee, J. S. Gillin, E. 
K. Richardson and others. The influence of these gatherings has evidently 
been good in the work of teachers. 

Two hundred and fifty days were spent in oflllcial work. Miles traveled 
three thousand one hundred and twenty-three, including six hundred and 
seventy-five by railroad. Two hundred and fift3'-three letters were written 
in the interests of the schools and those concerned. Attended examina- 
tion of senior class, at Mansfield Normal school ; the State Convention of 
County Superintendents at Harrisburg, and spent two days in examination 
of Soldiers' Orphan school at Harford, by request of the principal. I 
sought to accomplish what I could for the schools and teachers, feeling that, 
with the year, ray labors in this direction would cease, as it was my desire 
to no longer continue in the work ; but the earnestly expressed wish of 
teachers and directors overcome my decision to retire from the field, and by 
the votes of those who have labored with me, whose interests I sought to ad- 
vance, I enter upon another term, with hopes of higher success than in the 
past, through an increase t)f efibrt also on the part of others. 

Other agencies. — Our graded schools continue to be sources of help to 
teachers and the general school work. 

Many select schools are maintained, for a few weeks, between regular 
terms, and add much to the advancement of education. The estimated 
number in attendance, at such schools, is three hundred and fifty-eight, yet 
nearly all these are embraced in the regular school reports, as they attend 
the common schools while in session. But few children of legal age, in the 
county, do not attend school at some time of the year. The papers of the 
county cheerfully publish notices ol interest in school affairs, and thus aid 
in the good work. 

While there is a great lack of interest on the part of parents, directors 
and citizens generally, an increase of feeling and effort to secure good in- 
struction is manifest, and a more hearty co- operation between teachers, 
people, directors and County Superintendent, giving promise of better 
order and success. Fault-finding benefits little, but words of cheer, or kind 
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forbearance and mutual efforts for good, effect much by way of improve- 
ment and true results, while the peace and good-will engendered, amply re- 
pay all the charity. 



TIOGA COUNTY.— Elias Horton, Jr. 

During the year, ten new houses have been built, all good, substantial 
buildings. Our directors are building better houses than formerly, know- 
ing that in the end it " pays" to pay a few dollars more for a good house 
than a few dollars less for a poor one. The most of our districts now have 
good, comfortable houses — I cannot call them first class — still the majority 
of them are well adapted to school purposes. We have a few "school 
shanties," but our directors are doing away with them as fast as the state 
of their finances will admit. Two hundred and twenty-eight of our houses 
are badly ventilated ; that is, they have no means of ventilation except by 
doors and windows. Time has ventilated a few. I visited one (having a 
school at the time) with twenty-eight lights of glass broken out. They 
needed no patent ventilators there. We have fifty-seven first class houses. 
They are pleasantly located, well constructed, amply large, with convenient 
places for baskets and clothing, ceiling at least twelve feet high, with a suf- 
ficient quantity of black-board surface, well lighted, well heated, well ven- 
tilated, and furnished with seats adapted to the size of the pupils. There 
are yet fifty-eiglit houses without out-houses. Ninety-eight are well sup- 
plied with furniture. One hundred and thirty-three have injurious furni- 
ture, consisting mostly of badly constructed seats, desks too far from seats, 
too high, not adapted to size of pupil, <fec. We have only one hundred and 
sixty-five houses with suflScient grounds — that is, from half an aerie to an 
«cre — but only two of them have grounds suitably improved, by having 
them enclosed with a neat fence, planted with shade trees and otherwise 
ornamented. 

There are no schools in the county well supplied with apparatus, while 
only forty-five have apparatus worth mentioning. Our directors will " by 
and by" see the need of supplying our schools with better apparatus. 

Schools ^We have two hundred and seventy-one schools. Forty-two are 

graded ; two hundred and ^vc are well classified. Only one hundred and 
ten have books uniform. We call the attention of our directors to this, as 
it is impossible to thoroughly classify a school without a uniformity of text- 
books. The Bible is read in all of our schools. Eighty-eight have the 
higher branches taught. Yocal music is only taught in a few schools. May 
the time soon come when vocal music shall be required by law to be taught 
in all the schools of the Commonwealth. 
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Examinations. — Thirty public examinations were held, at which four 
hundred and eight applicants were examined. Three hundred and eight 
provisional and five professional certificates were granted. Ninety-five were 
rejected. Ninety-seven directors were present. 

Teachers. — Number of male teachers employed during the year, ninety- 
two ; females, three hundred and thirty-six. Eighty-one had no experience ; 
seventy- seven had taught less than one year ; forty-four had taught more 
than five years ; twelve intend to make teaching a permanent business ; 
twelve hold professional, and two permanent certificates, &c. 

Institute. — Our Institute held at Mansfield was by far the largest educa- 
tional meeting ever held in the county. Three hundred and twenty mem- 
bers were enrolled. The instructors and lecturers were Profs. F. A.Allen, 
Yerrill, Stevens, Winters, Rev. N. L. Reynolds and Mrs. Anna Randall 
Deihl. 

We commenced our session in the Methodist church, but soon found it 
too small to accommodate the members. Through the kindness of Prof. 
Yerrill we were offered the use of the Normal chapel for the remainder of 
the session. The most intense interest was kept up during the whole ses- 
sion. Prizes were awarded for the best spelling, consisting of Webster's 
Unabridged Dictionary for the first, and " School Economy and Methods 
of Ihstruction" for the second. Miss Emma Ladd, of Westfield Union 
school, won the first prize, only missing five words out of the one hundred 
pronounced, and Miss Ida Benedict, of Charleston, the second, missing 
seven words. At the close of the Institute the Superintendent was pre- 
sented with an elegant silver tea service by the teachers. The County In- 
stitute has grown to be one of the great educational agencies of the county. 

Normal School. — The influence for good that our Normal school at Mans- 
field is exerting is being felt throughout the county. Thirty of her gradu- 
ates taught in our schools during the past year, nearly all giving the best 
of satisfaction, proving that the professional training which they had re- 
ceived was not in vain. 

Three years' work with our schools has only confirmed me in the faith 
that our directors should be paid for their services, and then held account- 
able for a non-performance of their duties. I believe there is a great need 
of more efficient directorship, and that we can obtain it by paying for it, 
and in no other wa3\ Is it not worth, at least, a trial ? 

Three new districts have been formed during the year — Blossburg bor 
ongh, Hamilton, and Nelson, independent. 

There is a grand future for Tioga county, with her immense coal fields, 
her mineral and agricultural resources, and her increasing railroad facili- 
ties. We look proudly forward to the time when she will not be excelled 
by any oi her sister counties in wealth and population. That her schools 
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may keep pace with her other improvements is our ardent desire. For this 
we have labored earnestly during the past three years; for this we will la- 
bor earnestly and faithfully for the three years to come. For the many 
kindnesses and hospitalities shown us, all have our warmest thanks. 



UNION COUNTY.— C. Y. Gundy. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

That we are progressing slowly but surely, I think is evident. In com- 
paring the condition of the schools at present, with their condition one year 
ago, we may say we have progressed. Almost every district has done 
Something towards improvement. The proper qualifications for good and 
efficient directors are more earnestly sought, and few districts now elect 
men to the directorship who are not thorough school men. 

We are proud to say, that every school board in the county has adopted 
a uniform series of school books. In a few instances the resolution has 
not been entirely carried into effect, owing to some carelessness on the part 
of school officers. 

Our teachers cannot be too highly praised for the earnest work done dur- 
ing the last year. As the statistical table will show, our schools are well 
classified. In the main, this is correct, though a few schools still hav« 
rather imperfect classification. The most of our teachers have learned to 
regard good classification as one of the first elements of success. I deem 
it right to say here, that in no instance since my connection with the schools, 
have the teachers shown more earnestness and zeal in their work, than in 
the past year, and too much praise cannot be given to those who labor daily 
for the good of the four thousand innocent children, who are rapidly rising 
into manhood and womanhood. I say here, as has often been said, too 
much ehame cannot be attached to those who fix the salary of the faithful 
teacher at a starving rate. 

Houses. — The style of the school houses is much improved. Buffalo has 
almost completed a set of new houses, large, commodious and neatly finished; 
all the requirements for first class houses having been met, excepting por- 
ticos. Lewis has built two new houses, which do credit to the district, but 
are not furnished with improved school furniture. 

Examinations. — A number of our schools closed this year, as they did 
last, with fair examinations. This plan I'think a good one, and the faithful 
teacher finds it a favorable opportunity of exhibiting to the parents the real 
progress of the child during the session. Many of our better schools adopt 
this plan, and for its real wortlf, they would not like to dispense with it. 
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District Institutes — The District Institute has failed to accomplish much 
in this county. The experiment was tried in several cases, but was attended 
with very little success. I believe, during the last year, no District Insti- 
tute was kept open in the county. 

School Visitation by Directors. — Some of the boards of directors have 
been in the habit of visiting the schools once or twice each 3'ear. These 
visits in some cases have been for good, and in others they have bad a per- 
nicious effect. The advice of directots has generally been taken in these 
annual visits, and such advice should be carefully given. To be able to 
advise a teacher what to do at all times, pre-supposes a thorough know- 
ledge of the art of teaching. In my opinion, the work of teaching and su- 
pervision belongs alone to the faithful teacher. 

Graded Schools, — It was reported from time to time, that grading in the 
rural districts was contemplated, but as yet the matter has received little 
attention. The necessitj' for providing means for the higher education of 
the children is apparent, and we hope the day is not far distant, when our 
county, as will the State, be dotted all over her surface, with schools that 
shall not only teach the elements of education, but shall look towards the 
completion of that just begun. 

County Institute. — The County Institute was well attended, and in the 
main, was one of the most successful meetings held in the county. Hon. 
E. E. White, of Columbus, Ohio, rendered most valuable instruction, and 
he will long be remembered by the teachers and citizens of Union county. 

Conclusion. — My thanks are due, and are hereby tendered to the teachers 

•r 

and citizens of the county for the interest manifested in behalf of popular 
education, and for their uniform courtesy and friendship. 



YEXANGO COUNTY.— Chas. H. Dale. 

The general advancement in the cause of education, in this county dur- 
ing the last year, has been all that could be expected, and in a few particu- 
lars has been highly satisfactory ; yet the march of progress is with such 
measured steps, that great results are only visible in comparing the present 
with the past. 

In this, my twelfth annual report, as I contrast the present school econo- 
my of Yenango county with that existing at the time of my first report, I 
realize that much, very much good has been accomplished. But as there 
are dark spots on the sun, we may look for them in every organization, and 
expect the crosses, losses and disappointments occasioned thereby. 
12 School Rep. 
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Two districts have neither made advancement, nor maintained the posi> 
tiou they occupied ten years ago, and one or two more have been permit- 
ting their banners to trail in the dust ; but these instances only make the 
{progress of the other districts stand out in bold relief. In a former report 
occur the following remarks : 

Improvements in Grounds. — " Beauty of location is an idea seldom con- 
sidered in selecting a site for a school house. The exact situation and size 
of the lot frequently depend on the parcel of ground with which the owner 
is most willing to part, said piece of ground generally containing a fourth 
or half acre of untillable land. A school lot neatly fenced, with suitable 
out-buildings upon it, would be a novelty in this county." I am happy to 
s:iy that this condition exists no longer in Venango county. 

Pleasant and eligible sites are now chosen. Lots containing one acre, 
and seldom less than half an acre, are frequently neatly fenced, planted 
with trees, and furnished with necessary out-buildings. One hundred and 
sixteen school lots are of sufficient size, and twenty-two suitably improved. 
A neat iron fence, and cut-stone walks, have been placed around the Frank- 
lin Union school building, at a cost of two thousand two hundred and fifty- 
three dollars. This is more than one-half the average amount spent in the 
whole county for building, renting and repairing, during the first ten years 
< f the snperintendency. 

Houses. — We have now thirty-three first-class school houses, and eighty- 
six good houses, which would have been called " first-class"' twelve years 
ti^^o. In ten districts, all the houses belong to the class termed good. 

During the year fifteen new houses have been erected, at a total cost of 
twenty thousand two hundred and eighty-five dollars. Three of these were 
for graded schools. 

The one at Petroleum Centre is two-stories high, having four rooms, each 
twent3'-four by twenty -seven feet in size. -A belfr3',in which hangs a large 
)»L'll, surmounts the house. The lot, which is large, is fenced and planted 
«ilh trees. The building on the Rynd farm is a double story. The one in 
South Oil City is an addition to the old house, is two-stories high, contains 
I wo large school rooms, a directors' room, apparatus room and a book-closet. 
ill! well finished and furnished. 

The house on the Tyrrel farm, Allegheny township, is one unsurpassed, 
iii the county, for neatness and beauty. Size twenty-six by thirt3'-six feet ; 
fourteen feet ceiling ; walls wainscoted to the windows, hard finish, tinted 
three feet above wainscoting, and the remainder whitened. The wood work 
of beautiful chestnut, oiled and trimmed with walnut mouldings. The doors 
into the hall would ornament any parlor. Large windows, with sash hung 
on pulleys. The outside of the house is blocked and sanded, presenting a 
very neat appearance. It is a model house, finished on honor, built on an 
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acre lot, and cost about one thousand five hundred dollars. Oil Creek has 
built a tasty house and fenced the lot. French Creek and Mineral have 
each built a good house, ^ith grounds suitably improved. 

All the above houses are furnished with patent furniture of the most 
modern style. This kind of furniture is. now used in fiffcy-four schools. 

Two small schools in Oakland were united, and an excellent house erec- 
ted to accommodate them. For the new and .commendable departure in 
echool house architecture, by Cranberry, see the house on the Cochran 
farm. Rockland built two much needed houses, and Pinegrove and Sandy 
Creek each one. 

Emlenton and Pleasantville have determined to erect good buildings for 
union schools. 

Permanency in Teaching, — It is (encouraging to see the improvement in 
this respect. Eighty-six of our teachers have taught over five years. Five 
have taught in the same school for five years ; nine for four j'ears ; six for 
three years ; thirty-two for two years, and thirty-eight for one year. All 
of our teachers have read one or more works on the theory of teaching. — 
The increase in teachers' salaries, and in the length of the school term, has 
much to do in giving permanency to teaching. 

Increased School Term. — Oil City has the honor of being the first dis- 
trict, in the count}', that has ever reached the maximum term (ten months) 
of school allowed by law. Although one of her school buildings was de- 
stroyed by fire, the term was not shortened, but a theatre building was 
rented, and the school continued therein. 

Pleasantville nearly reached the summit, having had nine and a half 
months' term, while Allegheny, Cornplanter, Cherry Tree, (Ind.,) Frank- 
lin and South Oil City, had each a term of eight months. 

Salaries. — Of salaries paid to gentlemen teachers: — One received $187 
50 per month; two $125; one $112; one $100 ; one $85; six $80 ; one $T5 ; 
one $65 ; three $60 ; eight $50 ; eighteen $45, and twenty seven $<10. 

Of lady teachers : — One received $100 ; one $60 ; fiifty-three $50 ; sixteen 
$45 ; thirty-six $40, and fifteen $35. 

Attendance — I think I can safely say that the average percentage of at- 
tendance was greater in our schools, during this last year, than ever before. 
In our graded schools, it was remarkable, averaging between eighty-five 
and ninety per centum) despite the fluctuations attendant upon oil towns. 
Several schools reported one hundred per centum for one or more months, 
and quite a number from ninety-five to ninety-eight per centum. 

High Schools. — Our academies have ceased to exist. We have one semi- 
nary and a few private schools, mostly denominational. 

Academical advantages are furnished in six of our graded Ecbools. 
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Primary Grades. — Our regular primary grades, generally, did a noble 
work. The one in South Oil City, taught by Mrs. O. H. Williams, was 
very successfully conducted on the Kindergarten plan. The little ones gave 
an exhibition, at which a sufficient amount was realized to purchase an 
organ for their room. 

It is now generally held by our best educators, that the successful man- 
agement of this grade of school requires peculiar talent and ability, which 
few teachers possess. 

A Massachusetts school officer justly remarks : — " New applicants often 
say, I should not dare to try anything but a primary school. They had 
belter say, I dare try anything but a primary school." " The primary de- 
partment requires the rarest combination of qualities that go to make up a 
model teacher. Gentleness, blended with firmness, and tempered with judg- 
ment, energy and enthusiasm, combined with and regulated by moderation 
and prudence — these, and all the cardinal virtues, are needful for this posi- 
tion." Another officer, complaining of the practice of promoting success- 
ful primary teachers to higher grades as a reward (?) for faithfulness, sug- 
gests a difference of salar^^ in favor of the primary teacher, to remedy this 
evil. Such difference is now made in some of our best city schools. 

From my knowledge of the scholarship, disposition, and school room 
work of two hundred and forty teachers in this county, I would apportion 
them as follows : — For high schools, seven ; grammar schools, twenty-five ; 
intermediate schools, one hundred and eighty, and primary, twenty-eight. 

JEstheiics. — The cultivation of the Aesthetic nature of the pupil receives 
much more attention than formerly. Many of our school rooms are beau- 
tifully adorned with fine engravings, paintings, flowers, &c., chiefly the loan 
or contribution of the pupils. 

In one school of thirty pupils, forty-five dollars were contributed by 
them, to purchase charts of natural history and other useful adornments. 
Their room had also some thirty dollars worth of rare pot plants, kept 
blooming during the winter, through the interest and care of the pupils. — 
It is not surprising that the teacher of this school secured, in attendance 
during a term of eight months, an average percentage of ninety-eight. 

In another school two cages of singing birds were hung among the flowers, 
paintings, &c. One young teacher, in addition to the ornamental, bad such 
useful articles as blinds, washbowl, looking glass, comb, brush, towel, &c., 
and from the appearance'of the room and pupils, the latter articles did good 
service. 

Institutes. — Semi-monthly District Institutes were held in Complanter, 
Oil City, South Oil City, Oil Creek and Rockland. 

The teachers of the last mentioned district gave a literary entertainment 
at the close of the winter term. The County Institute was held at Rouse- 
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ville. Miss Flora Parsons, of Rochester, N. Y., Mrs. E. Stetson Logee, 
Prof. S. R. Thompson and Rev. George Hays, D. D., were the principal in- 
structors. 

Examinations, — Forty-nine public examinations were held, at which three 
hundred and forty-two candidates were examined; sevent}' of whom were 
rejected. Xo private examinations have been given, in this county, since 
the State Superintendent decided them to be illdgal, eight years ago. 

Visitations. — Three hundred and fortv-one visits were made to schools, 
being twenty-seven in excess of any previous year. Three thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-nine miles were traveled in the discharge of official du- 
ties, and two hundred and sixty-six letters written. 

Conclusion. — In resigning my responsibilities, permit me to remark, I 
have endeavored to do my duty without fear or favor. Let failures be at- 
tributed to the head, rather than to the heart. 

Nothing should be nearer to the hearts of the people than the public 
schools. 

The schools of our boyhood arc not the schools for the present time. — 
This progressive age demands a higher, nobler, broader education than they 
afforded ; which education can only be guaranteed to our children, through 
the jagency of live schools, taught by live teachers, and supported by the 
energy and liberality of a live people. 

I will ever hold in grateful remembrance the very many acts of kindness 
and hospitality I have received at the handsof directors, teachers and citi- 
zens during my twelve years of labor among them, and I hereby tender my 
sincere thanks for the same. 



WARREN COUNTY.— Byron Sutaerland. 

Of the time embraced by this report, Mr. Lindsey occupied the office of 
Superintendent six months and I six months. Mr. Lindsey had made no 
preparation for any change in the incumbency of the office, and in conse- 
quence the data from which to make up the report for the first six months 
of the year is very incomplete. This applies also to the statistical report. 

Daring the six months of my occupancy I made 193 visits to schools, 
traveled 1,335 miles, and wrote 47 official letters. I have visited nearly all 
of the schools once, quite a number twice, and I believe all of them have 
been visited once during the year. 

What I believe to be needed in our county is — 

First. A closer supervision of the schools by directors. In many dis 
tricts the directors hardly visit the schools at all. It is desirable that each 
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board appoint its secretary, district saperintendenti and pay him for his 
time, making it his duty to visit the schools at least once a month. 

Second. The pa^^ment of directors for the time actaally spent in trans- 
acting the business of the district ; the sum given as compensation should 
be so small as to preclude the possibility of its being sought after as a po- 
litical office, and large enough to remove from the office its present burden- 
some character. 

Third. Some means by which to secure greater regularity and punctual- 
ity of attendance upon part of the children. This is very important. 1 
cannot undertake to prescribe any remedy that will be administered. 

Fourth. Greater professional knowledge among teachers. They know 
what they wish to do, but not how to do it. They generally know the sub- 
jects which they attempt to teach, but not always how to impart that know- 
ledge to others. They need training to the business. 

Comparatively few of our younger teachers reach the Normal schools, or 
this might be remedied. The Normal classes in our Union schools reach 
greater numbers, and aid young teachers very much. 

Fifth. A recognition of the fact, that it requires greater skill and pro- 
fessional acquirements to teach young children than older ones. 

Decided indications of elevation of taste and educational progress may 
be read in the erection, during the past year, of a Union school house at 
Warren, at a cost of nearly $25,000, well furnished with public hall and 
rooms for library, apparatus, recitations, &c.; in the completion and open- 
ing of a house at Youngsville designed f(^r four grades, with a fine hall and 
elegant grounds, and nearly perfect in unity of design. This building is 
a little larger, perhaps, than the needs of the village demand, but Youngs- 
ville is a thriving town and will soon grow up to it ; in the completion of 
the school house at Irvlneton and the separation of the school into two 
grades ; in the building of three creditable school houses in Deerfield, one 
in Conewango, and the commencement of one in Columbus, and one for a 
school of two grades in Farmington, to be completed this summer. All 
these I account substantial tokens of progress in school matters. 

Something is being done in the way of imprbving the appearance of 
school rooms and grounds — beautifying them with pictures and flowers. 
Mr. W. II. Gorman, a teacher in Freehold, made and kept a flower garden 
in the front yard of his school ground ; he teaches in the country, and his 
ground was unfenccd. Among those most successful in making their 
school rooms attractive and agreeable to the eye were Miss Hill, in one of 
the primary departments of the Tidioute Union school ; Miss Belle M'ln- 
tosh, of Youngsville, and Miss Lizzie Dewey, of Columbus.. I mention 
these that others may " go and do likewise.'' A cheerful, pleasant school 
room has a humanizing, refining cfl*ect upon both pupil and teacher. 
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In the gradual abolition of the "boarding around " system, I see eleva- 
tion of the business of teaching. Limestone, Pittstield, Sugar Grove and 
Sheffield now pay their teachers and allow them to board themselves. Deer- 
field is making an effort in this direction, and I have no doubt but other 
towns will shortly follow in their wake. 

In order to fill the schools a lower standard of fitness has been accepletl 
in many teachers than was eminently judicious and proper. I see no way 
to very much elevate the standard of qualifications required, unless higlier 
salaries are paid, so as to induce greater numbers of j'oung men and women 
to take up leaching as a business. In six townships of the county there arc 
not more than that many (six) resident teachers therein, while in the rest 
of the county the supply hardly exceeds the demand. 

From my limited observation, I am led to believe that, with but a few 
exceptions, the public interest is active in educational matters, and that 
anything calculated to improve the schools is received with a hearty appre- 
ciation. 

With the development of the oil bearing territory of our county iiave 
sprang up new questions and interests. When a new oil field is opened, 
the old citizens very generally either sell out and move awa}'^ or engage in 
some new and absorbing pursuit ; the new ones who come in, with feu* ex- 
ceptions, are men who come to make their fortunes and go somewhere else 
to live. The proprietors do not bring their families, and have no local in- 
terest in the schools. The consequence is that the burden of administerini*; 
the school and township affair^ falls upon a few. 

At each new '"^strike" the families of laborers come in large numbers, 
and create the necessity for a school where a few months before may have 
been a wilderness ; they rriay stay a year only, or a flourishing town may 
grow up, and remain. They pay hardly any taxes into the district trea- 
aur}'. The duty of providing them with schools becomes a difficult and 
onerous one. The burden falls heaviest upon property owners, other tlian 
those of oil-producing lands. 

It is proposed to ask the Legislature to pass an act allowing the town- 
ships to tax the engines, boilers and tanks used in producing and storing 
oil within their borders. At a moderate valuation, this kind of property, 
now exempt and very productive of wealth, would yield ample income to 
sustain schools for the floating population, and be drawing it from the 
proper source — z. e., the product of their labor. 

The public press has given active, liberal co-operation, in printing educa- 
tional articles and matter. I am particularly under obligations of that 
character to the following named newspapers: Warren Ledge?^ Warren 
Mailj Corry Republican and Tidioute Daily Journal, 
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The annual Institute was convened at Columbus November 28, and con- 
tinued in session five days. Notwithstanding the inclemency of the wea- 
ther the attendance was quite large, and a great deal of interest was mani- 
fested by both teachers and citizens. The instruction given was of an 
earnest, practical nature, suited to meet the needs of the teachers. The 
instructors were Profs. J. A. Cooper, of Kdinboro', H. S. Jones, of Erie, 
and N. R. Thompson, of Sugar Grove, assisted by others, teachers in the 
county. Miss Helen Martin and Miss Line Smith, of Sugar Grove, ren- 
dered select studies in elocution for the entertainment of the Institute. 

Tlie Indian school at Cornplanter is in a flourishing condition. Mrs. 
Cynthia Gordon, an Indian woman, taught it during the winter term. 

This spring the increased appropriation from the State enabled me to 
secure the services of Miss Cynthia Wooden, one of the most accomplished 
and successful female teachers in the county, and under her administration 
the school is doing remarkably well. Miss W. having been able to interest 
both parents and children. During the spring the Society of Friends at 
Philadelphia caused the school room to be re-seated and repainted and a 
neat bell huno; upon the roof. Yery much credit and praise are due to this 
society and its secretary, Mr. Joseph Scattergood, for their labors in be- 
half of these poor people. The school is well supplied with suitable appa- 
ratus, books, pictures, &c., and a fence and out-buildings arc in course of 
construction. 

The following is an account of the disbursement of the appropriation : 

Amount of State draft • $30 00 

Paid Cynthia Gordon for teaching four months $100 00 

Paid W. M. Lindsey for articles for school 8 88 

Paid for books, brooms and apparatus 7 62 

Paid for building fence around school ground, building out-build- 
ings and re-painting and repairing outside of school house. ... 93 60 
Paid Cynthia Wooden for teaching two months 90 00 

Total 300 00 



I much regret having to record the fact that there aic in the county four 
school houses utterly unfit and unsafe for use — two in Spring Creek, one 
in Elk and one in Brokenstraw. 

The new school building at Warren was burned April 27th, breaking up 
the term near its middle. The loss was fully covered by insurance. It is 
undergoing repair, and will be opened again some time next fall. 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY.— Wm. G. Fee. 

Houses. — Only six new ones were built this year. These are neat, com- 
modious and substantial frame buildings, constructed after the most ap- 
proved modern style, and seated with the best patent furniture in the 
market. 

These new houses are in the following districts : — One in East Pike Run ; 
one in Union ; one in North Strabane ; one in Chartiers, and two in Inde- 
pendence. The average cost of these buildings was about one thousand 
two hundred dollars. The locations are generally good, but as yet these 
houses have not been enclosed^ and consequently no attempt has been made 
to ornament the grounds. In addition to these new buildings, many old 
ones underwent extensive repairs. A judicious expenditure of a few hun- 
dred dollars, converted them into cheerful and comfortable school rooms, 
still a large number of houses which need repairing are yet without it, and 
not a few are wholly unfit for use. In my next annual report these will 
be definitely pointed out to school officers, in the hope that they may be re- 
placed by others — beautiful, substantial and comfortable. 

Grounds — These are, generally, too small, mostly containing one fourth 
to one-half acre ; and this small area is, in many instances, so cut up with 
roads and ravines, as to be of little use as a place on which to take exer- 
cise, consequently pupils are tempted to trespass on forbidden grounds ad- 
jacent to school liouses. No school house should have less than one acre 
for a play-ground. This should be enclosed by a neat and substantial fence, 
^ and ornamented with shrubbery and flowers. Comparatively few have this 
amount of land, and fewer still have grounds which are ornamented. Still 
I am happy to report some improvement in these respects. 

The late law authorizing school boards to take and occupy ground which 
cannot be purchased, is a good one, and it should be so modified as to enable 
them to enlarge the grounds belonging to old buildings. 
^ Furniture, — About fifty school rooms are now furnished with patent fur- 
niture. The rural districts are furnishing their new school houses with this 
kind of furniture, and the titne is not far distant, when school furniture, of 
the best style, will be found in all the school rooms of Washington county. 
If teachers and pupils would take good care of such furniture as we now 
have, that good time would soon come. 

Apparatus. — With some exceptions, the schools are furnished with maps, 
globes, charts and black-boards. The maps are very generally used, and 
that properly ; occasionally they are abused more than used, but generally 
I found the globes in some obscure corner of the room covered with dust, 
not even used for ornaments. To remedy this state of affairs, I carried a 
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ten iDcb p;lobe during my last examinations, and examined applicants on 
its use. When teachers know how to use this very important piece of school 
apparatus, they will certainly make good use of it, and not till then. Read- 
ing charts are doing more harm than good. To some this may seem strange, 
but it is none the less true. Pupils are put to reading on them, before they 
can recognize words at sig/U, consequently they must stop and spell the 
words while attempting to read. And what is worse than this, they are 
seldom allowed to read on these charts until the words have been individu- 
ally pointed out by the teacher. The consequences are, the early formation 
uf very bad habits. I am well aware that these evil practices are not con- 
fined to Washington county. On all suitable occasions I have endeavored 
to remedy the evils referred to, and I have reason to believe that my labors 
have not been in vain. 

Graded Schools. — Two more were added to the number this year. Thesa 
are in the village of Hickory, Mt. Pleasant township. Owing to the death 
of the principal, during the school term, the advantages arising from such 
schools could not be properly estimated by the directors and patrons. Con- 
cerning the other Union schools of this county I wish to repeat, with em- 
phasis^ what I reported last year, namely : " I am fully convinced that if 
greater care was taken in the selection of teachers for the primary depart- 
ments of these schools, the future progress of the pupils would be much 
more rapid, and the labor of teachers in the grammar and high school made 
lighter and more pleasant. Teachers for such positions should be sought 
out as with a lantern at noonday, and when found they ought to be amply 
compensated for properly discharging their arduous and very responsible 
duties. 

Examinations, — Twenty-eight public and sixteen private examinations 
were held, at which 4GI applicants were examined — 203 males and 258 fe- 
males. Of these 124 had never taught; 86 were rejected — one for intem- 
perate habits and the others for lack of scholarship in one or more of tho 
branches. Forty-five received professional certificates and the others pro- 
visional certificates, the average grade of which was If. 

No teacher was allowed to enter the class for professional certificates 
unless ho had taught three annual terms successfully and was in possession 
of a provisional certific.ite which averaged "one," or nearly "one." This 
Uiethod works well. It stimulates teachers ; makes them anxious to suc- 
ceed in the school room, and urges them on to higher attainments in schol- 
arship, in order to secure a higher grade of certificate, and consequently' a 
more honorable position in the profession, as well as better wages. Ths 
examinations in written arithmetic, history and theory of teaching, were 
written. In all the other branches the oral method was adopted. Each of 
these modes has its advantages and disadvantages. The examinations were 
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generally attended by directors and other friends of education. In some 
instances large and intelligent audiences were eager listeners to all the ex- 
ercises. William H. Garrett and G. F. M'Cord gave me much valuable as- 
sistance in holding these examinations. If the number of appointments 
were reduced to twelve or fifteen, the labor of holding the annual examina- 
tions would be greatly reduced and much valuable time saved. This plan 
is held for future consideration, and if approved by a majority of school 
boards will be adopted. 

Educational Meetings and District Institutes were held at Paris, Florence, 
Burgettstown, Hickory, Taylorstown, West Alexander, Bentleysville, 
Hoge's Summit. Venice, California and six other places in the rural dis- 
tricts. These meetings were very largely attended by pupils, parents, 
teachers and school officers. Much interest was manifested by spectators 
and participants. Such meetings educate public sentiment and arouse 
teachers to a realization of their lesponsibility, and enlist the co-operation 
of patrons and directors, without which no teacher can be highly, suc- 
cessful. 

The County Institute convened in the court house on Monday, December 
27, and adjourned on Friday night. Two sessions were held in the day- 
time and one at night. The attendance was large. Nearly every teacher 
of any note was present at one or more of its sessions. But a goodly num- 
ber of young teachers failed to attend. Some of these afterward failed in 
the school room. 

Very valuable instruction was given in school government and the com- 
mon school branches by Hon. E. E. White, of Columbus, Ohio, Dr. Frank- 
lin Taylor and Rev. J. B. Bittinger, D. D. Evening lectures were delivered 
by Rev. George P. Haj's, Prof. C. L. Loos and Hon. E. E. White. These 
lectures were delivered in the presence of large and intelligent audiences. 
Certainly much good resulted from the instructions given to teachers. 

School Visitation — The number of visits was two hundred and nineteen. 
The average time spent in each was two hours and ten minutes. In these 
visits I was accompanied by eighty-one directors. During these visits I 
made such suggestions to directors as occasion required ; gave encourage- 
ment to teachers and pupils, urging them all to a faithful performance of 
their respective duties, assuring them, if faithful, they will reap a rich re- 
ward. 

Hanover, South Strabane and W. Bethlehem employed district superin- 
tendents. Alexander M^Cracken, Seth H. Reynolds and Joseph B. Wise 
were the men who served in this capacity. I am happy to say they dis- 
charged their duty faithfully, and that their monthly visits were highly 
beneficial to pupils and teachers. 
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Normal School, — This is located at California. The building is very 
commodious and substantial. None in the State more so. One of the dor- 
mitories is being erected, and at no distant day this institution will be le- 
gally authorized to grant diplomas to all her graduates. 

Fublic sentiment is largely in favor of free schools, in which rich and 
poor, native and foreign children shall be taught such branches as will make 
them intelligent men and women, and not only intelligent, but moral and 
religious. 

Here, as everywhere, there are a few who are opposed to our system of 
free schools, but these are either too ignorant to appreciate the value of an 
education or too penurious to pay their school tax, although it brings down 
showers of blessings upon them. 

Hindrances to Success. — Short school terms, low salaries in some dis- 
tricts, unsuitable schqol houses in many instances, unwillingness to pay 
high school tax, the selecting of teachers without regard to experience in 
teaching, scholarship or success, murmuring and complaining by parents. 

Means Calculated to Promote Success, — Closer supervision by directors 
and deputy superintendents, education of public sentiment so as to elect 
educated and liberal men for directors, a hearty co-operation of parent and 
teacher, more liberal salary to those who know wJiat they teach and how to 
teach what they know. 

Concluding Remarks. — During the three years which I have been in office 
I have devoted all my time and energies to the duties of my office, and to 
me it is some satisfaction to know that my services have not been unappre- 
ciated by the teachers and directors of this county. And although no 
great revolution has been wrought in the school affairs of Washington 
county, still I feel confident we have taken no step backward ; but, on the 
contrary, slowly and steadily we have been keeping pace with other coun- 
ties, other States and other countries in all that relates to lasting and solid 
improvements in the things which relate to the prosperity of our schools. 

For the many acts of kindness on the jmrt of teachers, directors, and 
others whose hospitality I have shared, and by whom I have been assisted 
in various ways, and to the officers of the Department, I return my un- 
feigned thanks, and invoke Heaven's richest blessincjs on them. 
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WAYNE COUXTY.—D.G. Alley. 

The multiplicity of schools, in thinly inhabited districts, has a more ruin- 
ous effect upon their own condition, than the multiplicity of roads has 
upon theirs. As 3'our acquaintance with the latter is equal to my own, no 
argument is needed to convince you of the folly of multiplying them be- 
yond an absolute necessity. My experience, with our schools, has fully con- 
vinced me of the advantage of educating pupils in as few schools as possi- 
ble. While it is not for me te determine how many are needed, but for 3'on 
directors and citizens; nevertheless this I know, where schools are found 
within a mile and a quarter of each other, on a main road, with an average 
of from twelve to sixteen scholars, there are more than are necessary. I 
am also convinced that no radical change, for progression, can take place, 
until concentration takes the place of this undue multiplicity, which is 
fraught with embarrassment. 

I. Increased Expense, — Many of our schools are now kept open with an 
average daily attendance of but about fifteen pupils. The expense of four 
such schools, for four months, is somewhat as follows : 

Four teachers, of an average grade, at $14 per month $224 00 

Repairs on building 40 00 

Fuel for four schools 120 00 



Total cost 3S4 00 

Cost per pupil $G 40 

The same number of pupils, collected into two schools, could be taught 
at about the -following expense : 

Two teachers, of an average grade, at $14 per month $112 00 

Fuel for two schools 60 00 

Repairs on building 20 00 

Total cost 192 00 

Cost per pupil $3 20 

Difference in cost per pupil, in favor of two schools, three dollars and 
twenty cents. 

This calculation embraces only the expense paid out of the school fund, 
exclusively of the increased expense of building four houses instead of 
two. Allowing that the pupils are taught by teachers of the same grade 
and efRciency, and make equal progress in each case, these figures show, 
that to sustain four schools costs, per pupil, three dollars and twenty cents 
more than to sustain two the same length of time. 
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II. Their multiplicity tends greatly to retard the progress of the pupils, 
and to keep the schools at a low standard by shortening.the school term of 
each year. 

We want more schooling — how shall we secure it f By diminishiDg the 
number of schools, and lengthening the term. The above figures show 
that the amount of money required to sustain four schools four months, 
would sustain two schools eight months. But this is not all ; for while wu 
would thus secure more schooling, we would also secure better. As practice 
tends to perfection in other professions, so also does it here, and your 
teachers would have better opportunities for reducing their work to sys- 
tem, and for a more thorough practice of their profession. If the sixty 
pupils, from four schools, were gathered at one building, and taught by two 
teachers instead of four, even of the same grade, their school facilities 
would be quadrupled ; for they could be so classified and graded, as to give 
each teacher half the number of classes, thus securing to each class double 
the amount of instruction, as well as double the length of school term each 
year. For the same reason, if the pupils of two schools were concentrated 
at one building, and taught by the same two teachers for the same length 
of term, their school facilities would be doubled. But often two schools 
could be concentrated under one teacher, and thus secure double the lentrth 
of term. 

Directors. — Your duties are numerous and grave. You are the imme- 
diate guardians of the schools and 3ducational interests of the county. In 
you are vested all the controlling authority. You are the propelling force 
of the whole school sj'stem. You are to levy and collect the tax. You 
are to secure school sites, erect suitable school buildings, and supply them 
with the most improved apparatus and furniture. Yoii are to secure teach- 
ers, and continue or discontinue their services according to their merits. — 
You are to secure uniformity of books. You are to increase or diminish 
the number of schools, according to the demands of the best interests of 
the cause of education. You are to have five consecutive months of school 
in a year. Such being the fact, the Superintendent's suggestions, in all 
local matters, are addressed to you, hoping that you will give them due 
notice, and labor to promote the efficiency of our schools. 

The interests of education would be promoted, if you would require a 
public examination of each school at its close, and a classification of the 
school to be left in the report-book for the succeeding teacher. 

Graded School, — It is to be regretted that there is but one graded school 
in Wayne county. It is true, this county is but thinly settled, making it 
impossible in many localities to grade the schools ; yet we have villages in 
which graded schools should be established. 
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I would especially call the attention of the directors and good people of 
Havrley, to the fact, that their five hundred children now attendinj^ school, 
could be more efficiently taught in one central graded school ; and that 
b}' law the directors arc as much under obligations to establish such a 
school as thty are any other. 

Believing the way is open for your present board to do this at once, we 
hope to see them come up to the full discharge of their duty in the matter. 

Teachers. — I am glad to state that many of our teachers are well quali- 
fied, morally, intellectually and socially, and have labored faithfully and 
conscientiously in the school room and at the institute, to promote the best 
inteiests of the cause which they have espoused, and should receive a com- 
pensation commensurate with their fidelity. The services and influences of 
such teachers cannot be estimated in dollars and cents by the hour, as can 
those of the teamster or the servant girl. As well might the attempt be 
made to estimate the potent influence of the summer rain, or the gently dis- 
tilling dew by the yard, or the lightning's force by the pound. As I have 
before intimated, there are and always will be some who shirk public ex- 
aminations, institutes and the labor of the school room, simply putting in 
time for the money. Should these be remunerated as they ought, they 
would receive less compensation than the worthy teamster or the servant 
girl. Teachers were deplorably scarce last fall, owing to the fact that a 
number of young and inexperienced persons, whose attainments were not 
considered sulRcient for winter schools, received certificates the previous 
spring, dated for six months only ; but by causing some schools to open 
after others had closed, every child had an opportunity of attending school 
the legal term. 

Examinations, — Twenty public and thirteen private examinations have 
been held during the year. Two hundred and fifty-nine applicants have 
been examined ; of which two hundred and eighteen have received provi- 
sional, and ten professional certificates ; twenty -nine have been rejected ; 
twenty certificates granted by other Superintendents were endorsed. A 
majority of the holders of these are residents of other counties ; but a few 
residents of this county suspecting they could not sustain an examination 
at home, went where the examinations are known to be less rigid than in 
Wayne, and returned with certificates for endorsement which, according to 
the average, entitled their holders to positions and salaries equal to those 
of their superiors who sustained a rigid examination, by one whose know- 
ledge of their ability extended beyond the day^s examination into the school 
room as scholars or teachers. 

Institute. — The County Institute convened at Honesdale, November 2(>, 
and continued in session five days. To secure a good attendance, notice 
was given through the county papers ; two hundred special circulars were 
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issued, and the following prizes offered to competitors in spelling : first,. 
American Cyclopaedia; second, Webster's Unabridged Dictionary ; third, 
Shakspeare's complete works ; fourth, Life of Christ. Ninety per centum 
of all teachers holding valid certificates were present. In order to give 
teachers of all grades a chance to compete for the prizes, and thus stimu- 
late and induce them to study and improve their knowledge of orthography, 
the book from which the words were to be selected was specified. The in- 
terest manifested by the goodly number of citizens and directors present 
was encouraging. Our instructors from abroad were Marriat Brosius, of 
Lancaster ; C.Townsend, of Rochester, and J. B. Brown, of Bloomsburg. 
For home talent we were chiefly indebted to Rev. O. W. Landreth, L. R. 
Fowler, G. VV. Butler, H. W. Lee, W. G. Trim, F. P. Woodward, J. M. M^ 
Laury and the Misses Terrell, Slurger, Wing, Buckingham and Darling. 
Total cost ot the institute, $377 — $200 of which was furnished by the county, 
$128 was raised by an admission fee to evening lectures, and the balance by 
myself. 

Conclusion, — The co-operation of teachers, directors, editors, parents and 
children, is earnestly solicited to promote the best interests of our schools. 
While I am grateful to my friends for uniform kindness and hospitality, 
and for the generous expression of thejr confidence, I honor those who man- 
fully supported my competitors at the late election, and promise to serve 
all to the best of my ability. 
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The educational progress during the past year compares favorably with 
that of the preceding. True, we have been sometimes disheartened, for a 
time, but behind the dark cloud light has sprung up, and our hearts have 
been filled with joy and gladness. Six good, substantial houses have been 
erected during the year, and quite a number have been refitted. A few 
years more, and our old dilapidated buildings will have disappeared, only 
to give place to others more commodious and better suited for the purpose 
intended. We have, in general, good, comfortable houses in our county, 
and to the credit of our people, be it said, they are generally favorable to 
building ^r8/-cZa»s houses, and furnishing with suitable furnitu'^e. During 
the year large sums of money have been expended for globes, out-line 
maj)s, &c.,thus affording to our youth better opportunities for acquiring a 
thorough knowledge of the branches they are studying. These — globes and 
out-line maps — have been placed in more than one-third of our schools, in 
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the past year, leaving only a few entirely without. A decided improvement 
is noticeable in the classification of pupils; yet there is room for still 
greater improvement. In quite a respectable number of our schools, draw- 
ing is taught with good success. Music too, has been generally introduced, 
and attended with the most beneficial results. I hope that by another year 
we may be enabled to note still farther advances in this direction. Music 
should be taught in all of our schools. Its tendency to stir up the finer 
feelings of our nature ought not to be overlooked by educators. 

An increased interest in our public examinations was clearly to be seen 
and felt in many parts of the county, in some instances the room being en- 
tirely too small for the accommodation of all who came to witness the ex- 
amination of those who were soon to be entrusted with the education of 
their children. We have fewer inexperienced teachers than formerly. Most 
of our teachers have endeavored to be more thorough and practical in their 
instruction. This we have steadily insisted upon, and are now gratified to 
learn that our labor has not been entirely in vain. Our schools, in many 
localities, at least, have been more /^egularly visited by parents and guar- 
dians than formerly. Still this important duty is too much neglected. In 
short, more general interest has been awakened among the masses of the 
people, than in any one year for many years past. We hope that it may 
not only continue^ but increase more and more every year. We cannot ex- 
* pect that progress which is desired without the hearty co-operation of the 
friends of education. 

Houses.— We have two hundred and ninety-four (294) school houses in 
the county, of which two hundred and thirty (230) are frame, fifty-eight 
(58) brick and six (6) log. Seventeen (17) are unfit for use ; forty-one (41) 
are not well ventilated ; ten (10) have grounds well improved, and one hun- 
dred and thirty-eight (138) are without a suitable privy. 

Schools. — We have three hundred and twenty-two (322) schools in the 
county — an increase of one during the past year. Forty (40) of these are 
graded. 

Teachers. — Of the three hundred and twenty-two (322) teachers em- 
ployed, two hundred and eighteen (218) are males, and one hundred and 
four (104) females. Fifty-four (54) had no experience ; ninetj^-nine (99) 
have taught less than one year, and one hundred and twenty (120) more 
than five years. One hundred and sixty-nine (169) expect to make teach- 
ing their profession ; ?ix (6) have attended State Normal school ; two hun- 
dred and fifty-six (256) have read works on teaching; twenty-five (25) hold 
professional, and fourteen (14) permanent certificates. Most of our teachers^ 
gave good satisfaction — four, however, failed entirely, and with several 
others it was almost a failure. These failures, as usual, resulted from ina- 
bility to govern, and not from want of scholarship. 
13 SohoolRxp. 
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Work done by SuperinlendenL — Twenty-six (26) public and four (4) 
special examinations were held. Four hundred and fifty (450) applicants 
were examined, and three hundred and fifcj'-one (351) provisional certifi- 
cates granted. Ninety-nine (.99) were rejected. I visited three hundred and 
ten (310) schools. The time spent in each varied from one to two and one- 
half hours — averaging, however, one hour and twenty-minutes. In one 
hundred and eighty (180) of the visits I was accompanied by directors. I 
attended twelve (12) district institutes; twenty (20) educational meetings; 
spent two hundred and fifty (250) days in official duties ; traveled two thou- 
sand four hundred and twelve (2,412) miles, and wrote two hundred and 
thirty-nine (239) official letters. 

Institutes The County Institute was held at Greensburg, commencing 

on the twenty-fifth of December, and continuing in session five days. 
About two hundred teachers were in attendance. Prof. A. B. Miller, of 
Waynesburg, was the principal instructor, and nobly did he perform the 
work. We also received valuable aid from Prcf. Thompson, of Pittsburg, 
and Supt. Wolf, of Indiana county. And last, but not least, our own 
teachers took hold in good earnest, and the people of Greensburg, by their 
presence and hearty co-operation, did much to make the institute a com- 
plete success. A joint institute of the teachers of Armstrong and West- 
moreland counties was held at Apollo, March 20, 21 and 22. This insti- 
tute was also a success, and did much to awaken an interest in the cause 
of education. 

Means Calculated to Improve, — The most pressing educational want is 
competent teachers ; and until this want is supplied, we need not expect that 
improvement which the spirit of the times demands. We believe our teach- 
ers bear a favorable comparison with those of other counties, yet we do 
not have fird-class teachers to fill all the schools. What then is to be done ? 
Ofier inducements for making teaching a profession ; pay fair salaries, and 
•employ none but the very best of teachers. Better have no school than one 
in charge of an incompetent teacher. 

Thanks, — My thanks are due and tendered to the School Department for 
many favors, and to directors, teachers and citizens for their uniform kind- 
.ness and hospitality. 
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WYOMING COUNTY.— F. H. Piatt. 

My appointment to the office of County. Superintendent for Wyoming 
county being made in September, 18T1, it will not, I trust, be expected of 
me to make as elaborate a report as if I had had the experience of a wholo 
term. 

Since my appointment, eight months ago, the schools have been in ses- 
sion but one term. I have visited the schools but once, and am confined 
in my report to observation, enlightened by the experience of this one visit. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 

New Houses. — During the school year just ended one building has been 
erected. This, like all of the buildings lately erected, is commodious and 
healthfully arranged. Arrangements arc being made for the erection of 

others. We hope the Superintendent will be able next year to report new 

* 

buildings in the place of many of the old ones, and the erection of other 
buildings to supply the wants of the respective districts. 

In several of the districts the school buildings are too far apart to ac- 
comodate the scholars, and particularly the smaller ones. To oblige small 
scholars to go from two to four miles, through the snow, is not only in- 
jurious to their health, but we think to the cause of education. That this 
will be remedied ere long we have not the least doubt. 

New Districts, — Two or three unsuccessful attempts have been made 
during the last year to form independent districts, and an attempt is now 
being made to clestroy the S3'mmetry of the Tunkhaunock borough school 
district. Many of these moves are made, not to further the cause of edu- 
cation, but to get rid of paying taxes. 

New Legislation. — The attempts made to legislate for the benefit of our 
schools in this county, and particularly in the borough of Tunkhanuock, 
have been as unsuccessful as attempts made to form new and independent 
districts. 

During the last session of our Legislature — 1870-'71 — a bill was pre- 
sented for adoption, authorizing a committee to borrow money — not over 
$20,000 — to erect a suitable school building in the borough of Tunkhau- 
nock, to take the place of the disgraceful building which bears the name 
of school house. The bill had hardly been framed, before, through misrep- 
resentations, a remonstrance was numerously signed and the bill defeated. 

County Institute. — A County Institute was held in the month of October, 
1871. The number of teachers present was thirty. 

The number of schools in the county is ninety-three. The attendance it 
will be seen was small. We account for this small attendance from the 
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fact that the wages paid for teaching are so small that the teachers can not 
afford to leave their homes and pay the expense^ necessarily incurred in 
spending one whole week from home. When higher wages are paid we ex- 
pect to sec a corresponding increase in attendance. 

Hon. Geo. Landon, of Bradford county, addressed the institute one even- 
ing. E. Hubbard Barlow, Professor of Rhetoric, Elocution aud Physical 
Culture in Lafayette College, was present three da3'8 drilling the teachers, 
delivered one lecture and gave one reading. 

Prof. Walker, of Waverly academy, Luzerne county, delivered one lec- 
ture. * 

The Superintendent was also aided in the institute by S. H. Sickler, 
James W. Piatt and 0. L. Parish. The institute was a very pleasant, and, 
we trust, an instructive one. 

Township Examinations. — Examinations were not held in all of the 
townships, but were held so as to make the place of meeting convenient for 
all of the teachers. The largest attendance was had at Nicholson. A class 
of forty members shows that the people in Nicholson township are far ahead 
of any other township in the county in educational interests. 

The County Institute and township examinations were public, and were 
generally well attended by scholars and parents, and by their continuance 
will eventually excite a livel}' interest within the parents to see that thfeir 
children have the right kind of an education. 

MEANS OF IMPROVEMENT. 

Our county stands in need of schools of a higher grade. It is true a 
knowledge of the common branches is within the reach of every one ; but 
beyond the common branches very few have access. To limit the poor 
youth of our land to a common school education is in some cases sad. 
Very many of our youth are anxious to obtain a knowledge of the lan- 
guagos, and of the higher mathematics ; but these advantages are beyond 
their reach. The Keystone academy, at Factoryville, is the only insti- 
tution in tbe county which has a tendency to supply the wants of the peo- 
ple, and this is not very convenient of access to a greater portion of our 
county. 

A good academy, centrally located, would supply the demand, besides re- 
invigorating and energizing our common schools. We trust and know that 
the people will, sooner or later, awaken to a sense of their duty — the duty 
they owe the rising generation. 

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OP IMPROVEMENT. 

1st. The greatest obstacle in the way of improvement is found with the 
parents of the scholars. In very many, if not in all of the districts, there 
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are parents who do not go into the school house, to see how their children 
are getting along, once in a year. 

Children need encouragement in this, perhaps, more than in any other 
thing which they undertake to perf<r)rm. 

The parents, in a great many instances, do not know whether their chil- 
dren are in school or not. The truant boy is his own master in regard to 
his attendance. 

2d. A second obstacle in the way of improvement is a want of a sufficient 
number of well qualified teachers. 

3d. Shortness of the school term. Very many of the districts are making 
improvement in this respect. Formerly but one term — of three months — 
was held each year. Now nearly all, if not quite all, have two terms — 
winter and summer. 

4th. Inadequate salaries. That good workmen can not be procured at 
poor wages is a truth so evident that it will not bear comment from us. 

5th. Irregularity of attendance in a great many cases is caused by a want 
of interest in the school on the part of the parents.^ Many children remain 
at home at times when if the parents knew the working of their school would 
see the importance of a regular attendance, and not allow their children to 
be detained by any mere indisposition. 

That the cause of education may advance ; that the next generation may 
be wiser and better ; that the rich and the poor may soon be allowed free 
access to the highest branches of learning, is the earnest wish of every 
one interested in the advancement of the human race. 
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Souses. — Considerable educational progress has been manifested in tha 
matter of school houses. These buildings, which should be the exponent 
of social and intellectual progress in a community, bespeak a full share of 
commendation for the people of York county. Seven new, and most of 
them commodious and substantial buildings, were erected during the past 
year. The one in Jackson township deserves especial notice, as being well 
adapted to the purpose of its erection, and, doubtless, comparing favorably 
with any rural school house in the State. Many old houses have been re- 
fitted and improved, and but few are now left to tell the story of days gone 
by. We heartily concur with a writer from Massachusetts, who says, " If 
men went to school in place of childreo, school houses would be very much 
improved." Education consists more in the development of character, than 
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in the knowledge of text-books, therefore directors and patrons should be 
ver}' careful how thoy surround children, as that has an important bearing 
upon the formation of character. 

School Furniliire and Apparatus. — There is evidence of progress in this 
respect. A number of schools are furnished with patent, and still a larger 
number with very comfortable and convenient home-made desks. In a 
ji umber of places the furniture still consists of relics of the past century. 
Many schools are furnished with out-line maps and globes ; these are fur- 
nished, in many cases, by the boards, in some by the patrons of the dis- 
trict, and in others by the teachers. Black-boards are found in all the 
schools, bu^ in a few places they arc almost microscopic in size, and the 
surface unfit for use. Botanic, geology, entomological and other scientific 
cabinets are found in a number of schools. The telescope and microscope 
are also employed to interest and instruct pupils in not a few instances. — 
One or more of these appliances should be found in every school room. 
They are better for schqpl government than " Solomon's panacea." If ju- 
(liciousl3' used, they will bring the most obstinate to calm obedience. 

Official Work, — During the ^^ear forty -four public examinations were held ; 
three hundred and fifty-seven provisional, and fourteen professional, certifi- 
cates granted ; two hundred oflicial Ictt'ers written ; two thousand four hun- 
dred and forty-one miles traveled, and three hundred and twenty-three of 
the three hundred and forty-five schools visited, eighteen of which were 
visited twice. Of the twenty-two schools not visited, fourteen were found 
closed on account of sickness or otherwise. The average time spent^ in 
each school, was about an hour and a half; during which time the general 
character ot the school, methods of instruction, &c., were carefully noted. 
In a number of cases classes were taken, and methods of instruction illus- 
trated. In almost every instance the school was found a pretty accurate 
portrait of the teacher. Too much prominence is frequently given to arith- 
metic, while history and grammar are too much neglected. Too little im- 
portance is given to oral instruction. Those teachers are, everywhere, 
more successful who put their trust in themselves, instead of a lifeless 
book. 

Moral InalrucUon, — The Bible is read in most of the schools, and many 

are opened with prayer ; and music, 

"Sphere descended maid, 
Friend of pleasure, wisdom's aid/* 

Frequently lends her vocal spark to kindle a fiamo of sacred zeal in the 
youthful heart. It is very obvious in the general deportment of the school 
where these moral agencies have been employed, to build up manhood sym 
metrically, much more good could be done and much trouble saved, if 
teachers would generally call on Him who ^' giveth liberally and upbraideth 
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not.*' Too maDj teachers seem to forget that they are piloting a ship 
Tfhose heavenly freight is destined for an eternity of weal or woe. Aside 
from the direct advantages of a system of moral instrnction and a corres- 
ponding deportment on the part of the teacher, it has a tendency to popu- 
larize the teacher in the eyes of his patrons, and thus gain for him a more 
liberal co-operation. 

The County Convention, — The annual county convention was held in the 
court house, durtbg the week commencing December 26. More interest 
was manifested during this session than perhaps ever before. Three hun- 
dred teachers were in attendance, and the house was almost constantly 
crowded with interested spectators. The lecturers and instructors were 
Prof. Mark Bailey, of Yale college ; Prof. E. J. Houston, of Philadelphia ; 
Prof. J. Willis Westlake, of Millersburg State Normal school ; Prof. S. B. 
Heiges, of York, and Rev. J. G. Morris, D. D., of Baltimore. 

District Institutes, — District Institutes were held in Jackson, where they 
were almost coeval with common school itself; Goldsborough, West Man. 
heim, Newberry, Windsor, Lower Windsor and York townships. In a num- 
ber of districts, voluntary institutes and lyceums were keet up during the 
winter — even during the entire year. We know of nothing that will popu- 
larize the cause of education so much as a well conducted district institute, 
and the live active teacher which it almost invariably produces ; therefore 
more effort should be put forth on the part of directors and teachers to es- 
tablish and support these noble institutions. The fact that a few teachers 
refused to attend the institute where the time was granted by the directors, 
leads us to quote the appropriate words of Hon. J. G. Edgerly, viz : " If a 
teacher cannot spend time to discuss educational questions, to attend edu- 
cational meetings, to make careful preparation out of school for the labors 
of the school room, another should be found who is not so much engaged, 
and who is not content to teach as well to-day as he taught yesterday." 
^Sabbath Schools. — The deportment of scholars clearly indicates where 
8abbath schools exist. We wish a Sabbath school were established in 
every school district of the county, and its healthful influence sent forth 
into every household. 

The Clergy. — It is to be regretted that the clergy take no more interest 
in secular education. There are a few who are active co-workers, but a 
large majority of them manifest a hateful, if not sinful indifference. The 
last charge of Christ to his disciples, " go ye therefore, and teach all na- 
tions," does not specify the catechism as the only text-book to be used." 

The Press, which Talmage calls " the great educator of the nineteenth 
century," merits the plaudit, " well done good and faithful servant." Its 
power is, however, very much circumscribed by the lack of patronage on 
the part of teachers and friends of education. 
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One of the moat efficient edacstlonal agencies of the county is the Teach- 
ers' County library, which is a collection of books on teaching, science, 
art and general literature, and the surplus funds of the county convention 
are annually employed in its replenishment. 
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ALLENTOWN.— R. K. Bubhrle. 

The schools of this city are making steady progress In efl^iency, and as 
a consequence are rapidly gaining in the estimation of the people. They 
are attended by the children of all classes of society, because the advantages 
offered there are equal, if not superior to those provided elsewhere. As an 
evidence of their growing popularity, as well as of the liberality of the 
donors, it may be mentioned that a prize, consisting of a membership ticket 
for one year, has been offered to the best scholar of each school, by the 
officers of the Allen Rifles', formerly the F. L. library. 

Our school houses are favorably spoken of all over the State, and are 
the theme of admiration of every visitor of our city. During the past terra 
we occupied the second of our fine, large, new sandstone buildings, erected 
and furnished at a cost of about $60,000 ; and while I am writing this, the 
walls of the third new school house are rising, and in my next annual re 
port I can, no doubt, report its occupation by the schools of the Fourth 
section. 

In the erection of these buildings, the useful has been preferred to the 
merely ornamental; the chief aim has been to provide large, convenient 
and well ventilated school rooms in buildings at once neat and substantial. 
They are all supplied with slate instead of black-board ; and the lately com- 
pleted building is heated by steam. Thirty-eight schools, all that were 
furnished within the last three years, are supplied with the best single- 
seated desks, thus providing, at once, both for the health and comfort of 
the pupils, and rendering effectual aid to the teacher in maintaining order 
in the school. All our schools are well graded and closely classified. We 
have two high, eight grammar, fifteen secondary, sixteen advanced primar}' 
and ten primary schools. The studies pursued in each of these grades can 
be readily seen by reference to the " Course of Studies," accompanying this 
report. Promotions from lower to higher schools are made annually at the 
beginning of the term, based upon examinations held in each school near 
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the dose of the previous term. The foliowing changes in the course of 
studies reforred to above, have been recommended in my annual report to 
I lie board of controllers : First, the introduction of vocal music into such 
of the secondary and grammar schools, whose teachers are prepared to 
j^ive ins truction in the art, and the raising of the salaries of all so qualiiied ; 
this would be the first sW\) towards making it possible to introduce it into 
all the schools, and would be paying teachers according to their qualifica- 
tions ; of the utility and desirability of introducing vocal music into the 
schools I need not speak, for this is universally admitted. Second I3', the 
omission of grammar from the ''course'' for secondary schools. Thirdly, 
the substitution of book-keeping for botany iu the male grammar schools. 

All the schools, not already supplied, were furnished with a copy of 
Webster's Unabridged Pictorial Dictionary, and a copy of the recently pub- 
lished Atlas of •Pennsylvania was placed into each of the high schools. 
Notwithstanding all that has been done in this direction, it nevertheless re- 
mains true that our high and grammar schools are not yet well supplied 
with apparatus for the proper illiislration of the subjects taught there. The 
Teachers' Institute, which held its meetings on the second and fourth Sat- 
urday of each month, was well attended, and has not decreased in efficiency 
duri» g the past year. Access to a library of professional literature has 
been secured, and all the teachers have puid particular attention to school 
eeonomy. Classes in grammar, geography, history and English literature 
were also foimed, and considerable desiie for improvement was manifested* 
It is, however, our sad exi)erience ihat ver^' often those who most need in- 
struction keep aloof from the clasj-es, fearing to expose their ignorance. 
There is no doubt that, if salari;js were graded according to literary attain- 
ments, the standard of ischolarship among our teachers would soon be much 
higher. 

As heretofore, one-half (;f my time was devoted to giving instruction in 
the high schools, and the remainder of it to the schools generally. I was 
present during the entire session of ever3^ meeting of the Teachers' Insti- 
tute, having had charge of the classes iu grammar, geography and school 
economy ; held annual examinations in all, and special examinations ia 
many of the schools cf the district. 

My efforts to imi)rove the schools have been supported by directors and 
controllers, and the severe and protracted labor of the annual examinations 
has been rendered pleasant by their presence and encouragement. Here, as 
elsewhere, the success of the public schools depends largely upon these offi- 
cers. If they have correct views of education, and embody them in acts, 
the schools under their control will prosper. 

To retain such men in official connections with the schools is of primary 
importance, and it was, therefore, a source of profound regret to the friends 
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of the public schools to learn that the board of controllers would be de- 
prived of the services of three of its former members. Of this number, C. 
W. Cooper, Esq., well deserves to be called a veteran school officer, having 
served as County Superintendent, school director and controller since 1854, 
with the exception of only one year ; having been one of the leading men 
who founded the present school system for this cit}', and a prominent mem- 
ber of the board of controllers since its organization. In him we have an 
instance, occurring very rarely indeed, of a man of eminent talent, liberal 
culture and extensive experience in school matters, devoting his time and 
energies for many years, and without the hope of pecuniary reward, to the 
public schools. Maintaining his position until he saw one of the best city 
school systems in the State fairly established, and believing that his duty 
in this matter was now discharged, he declined a re-election to the board of 
controllers this spring. The boards of directors have, however,. elected 
zealous and able successors to these men, thus proving that educational 
affairs here are in the hands of men conscious of the great interests in- 
trusted to them. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 



PIUMARY SCHOOLS. 

Alphabet. 

Orthography. 

Prirnor. 

First Reader. 

Slate exercises in figures, &c. 

Primary Arithtnetic. 

ADVANCED PRIMARY SCHOOLS. 

Smaller Speller. 
Second and Third Readers. 
Primary Arithmetic, mental. 
Elementary Arithmetic, written. 
Primary Geography. 

Penmanship. 

• 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS. 

Ji\rst Year. 

Primary Speller. 
Third Reader. 

Arithmetic, elementary*, written and pri- 
mary ment.*^. 
Primary Geography. 
Penmanship and drawing. 

Second Year, 

Larger Spoiler. 
Fourth Reader. 
English Grammar. 
Common School Geography. 
Mental and Written Arithmetic. 
Penmanship and drawing. 



GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 

li^irst Year, 

Larger Speller. 

Fourth Reader. 

English Grammar. 

Geography. 

Mental and Written Arithmetic. 

Physiology. 

History, U. S. 

Penmanship and drawing'. 

Second Year, 

Larger Speller. 
Fifth Reader. 
English Grammar. 
History, U. S. 

Mental and Written Arithmetic. 
Zoology. 
Botany. 
German. 

Penmansliip, drawing, composition and 
declamation. 

HIGH 'SCHOOLS. 

I^irst Year, 

Fifth Reader. 

English Grammar. 

Written Arithmetic. 

Algebra. 

Physical Geography. 

Latin. 
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Gr^k. 
German. 
History. 

Penmanshipy drawing, deolamation and 
oomposition. 

Second Year, 
English Literature. 
Rhetoric. 

Mental Arithmetic 
Geometry. 
Physics. 
Latin. 
Greek. 
German. 
Chemistry. 
Penmanship, Ac,, as before. 



Third Year. 

English Literature. 

Rhetoric. 

Surveying. 

Astronomy. 

Geology. 

Latin. 

Greek. 

German. 

Book-keeping. 

Constitution, U. S. 

Moral Philosophj'. 

Penmanship, Ac, as before. 



ALTOONA.— John Miller. 

So few changes have taken place during the year, that I find but little 
that is new to report. It is certain that we are making progress, and al- 
though this progress may, at times, seem slow, yet I am confident that oar 
schools are annually becoming better ; such a thing as retrogression is not 
thought of, and we are continually, steadily and surely, gaining many im- 
portant educational advantages. 

Houses. — One small frame building was added to the number of houses 
during the year. Our city is still increasing in population very ra][)idly, 
and the board has already determined to erect another new building during 
summer. This house, I am glad to state, is to be a substantial brick build- 
ing, two-stories high, and will contain four rooms. It will be constructed 
so as to admit of the addition, when required, of two wings, each one of 
which will contain two rooms, so that, when the building is fully completed^ 
it will have eight rooms, and be a fine specimen of architectural beauty. 

My views, in regard to school grounds, have been fully expressed in for- 
mer reports. I will, therefore, leave this subject for the consideration of 
the board. 

Apparatus. — It can truthfully be said that we have none worth mention- 
ing. I cannot refrain from calling the attention of the board to the pres- 
sing necessity for apparatus in all our schools, and especially in the high 
school. I trust they will take this subject into consideration immediately, 
and take some active measures towards securing, at least, some of the most 
necessary articles. I am satisfied that the teachers and pupils, if desired, 
would cheerfully lend their aid by giving one or more public entertainments 
for this purpose. 
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Schools. — Heretofore an obstacle in the way of success, in all our higher 
grades, has been the too frequent transfers of pupils not fully qualified. — 
This plan seemed to be the only one that could be adopted to prevent ex- 
cessive crowding in the lower grades. When the new house is completed, 
we will have ample room, and then premature transfers will be promptly 
discontinued. In doing this, we will be able to raise the standard of quali- 
fications for admission to the higher grades, and adopt a system of grading 
that must result in material benefit to all the schools. 

Our high school is now doing a good work, and, under the present man- 
agement, it is confidently expected that we will soon have a high school of 
which the people may feel justly proud. No efibrt shall be spared to make 
this school of such practical advantage and importance, that the people of 
Altoona cannot afford to lose its benefits. The plan of having two teachers 
in the same room, a principal and assi: tant, is now regarded by the board 
as objectionable, and but few assistants will be [employed hereafter. 

I regret to state that, as far as I can learn, there are about four hundred 
children, of school age, that do not attend school of any kind. Probably 
one-half of these have regular daily employment, while the others arc al- 
lowed to roam the streets and alleys, only to learn lessons in vice and 
crime. I am free to admit that these children should be brought into school, 
and yet I cannot say that I am positively in favor of a compulsory law. I 
do not think that all has beep done, that should be done, to render our 
schools desirable. It still seems to me that if all our houses were conven- 
ient and comfortable, and were surrounded by large and well improved 
grounds for healthful recreation and play, and our schools were all made 
really first-class, wo would have little cause to complain of non-attendance 
in Altoona. In this I may be mistaken. However, I still insist that all 
other fair means should be used before compulsion. 

Teachers. — ^We are slowly but surely getting rid of our non-progressive 
teachers. Salaries were materially increased during the year, and by this 
means the very best teachers were retained. I cannot speak too highly of 
the majority of our teachers. They read educational papers, are faithful 
ia the discharge of their duties in the school room, are earnest workers at 
the district and annual institutes, and ever ready to aid in any undertaking 
that gives promise of good to the schools. I still insist that all the regular 
recitations of the school should be conducted without the aid of a text- 
book. I am pleased to state that this method has been adopted by all, or 
nearly all, our teachers, and they are now witnessing its ))eneficial results. 

Visitations and Examinations. — Nearly my whole time, during the term, 
was occupied in visiting and examining the different schools. On account 
of one month's sickness, I failed to make the usual number of visits. Two 
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public examinatioDS of pupils are held annuall}^, and at the last of these, 
regular transfers are made. 

But one public examination of teachers was held. Hereafter I intend 
to conduct these examinations principally by the written method. This 
will, it is believed, give each applicant a fair chance to state all he knows, 
and remove the general cause of complaint in regard to embarrassment. 

Institutes, — Our District Institute was well attended, and would have 
4)een entirely successful, if it had not been for the indifference of a few per- 
sons who merely "keep school" for the pay, without any real love for the 
true teacher's work. The sooner we obtain active and earnest teachers to 
fill their places, the better for our schools. We had, at these meetings, 
regular recitations in all the branches taught in'the schools, together with 
essays, reports and discussions on educational topics. 

We had made preparations for our annual institute in December, but 
owing to the prevalence of small-pox in the city, at that time, and the con- 
sequent failure of obtaining the necessary lecturers from abroad, we were 
forced to postpone the meeting to a future time. To prevent great irregu- 
larity in the management of our schools, by closing them at an improper 
time, we concluded to hold the institute during the last week of the term. 
Further, to try our home strength and talent, wfc concluded to conduct all 
the exercises without any outside aid whatever. We carried out this plan, 
, and I must say we succeeded beyond all ray expectations. Our meetings 
were pleasant and profitable, and we adjourhed, feeling that much good had 
been done. 

Bemarks, — To the editors of Altoona I again return my sincere thanks 
for many favors received at their hands, and for their continued aid in 
favouring any measure calculated to promote the cause of education. 

The directors, teachers and friends of education also, deserve special 
mention for many acts of kindness, and for their earnest efforts to advance 
the interests of our public schools. 



CARBONDALE Matthew G. Neary. 

» 

Since my election and commission in June last to the present, affords but 
a narrow limit for anything like an interesting report of a successful exer- 
cise of the superintendency ; while the very low salary paid by the school 
board (two hundred dollars) makes it not only difficult to apportion my 
labors satisfactorily, but necessarily limits the time that should be devoted 
to the schools, reports, &c. However, as much time and labor as can be 
given consistently, are faithfully and conscientiously devoted to the schools. 
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Daring the present year the energiel of the Superintendent will be directed 
to the proper grading and classification of the schools ; and success will be 
inevitable if supported by the intelligent and proo;ressive board of direc- 
tors ^hose services during the past three or four years can not be too 
higldy appreciated. 

The schools of Carbondale are under the control of one board of direc- 
tors, consisti'ng of six members, three of which arc elected at large from 
the First and Second, and three from the Third and Fourth wards. In 
1860, the fit'st graded school building was erected in the Second ward, under 
the direction of a school board, four of whom arc members of the present 
board. The schools of this building are primary, i.ttermediate, grammar 
and high, and, to the present, have been under the charge of practical and 
experienced tearchers. These schools are classified with due reference to 
the respective grades, and are attended at present b}*^ three hundred and 
six pupils. Six teachers are employed. The eflicient principal of the high 
school guides and directs the teachers of the other departments so that 
each grade is in excellent operation. Each school is well ventilated and 
suitably furnished with apparatus and furniture, with the exception of the 
high school, which is very deficient in apparatus and entirely devoid of any 
thing like a library. In addition to the common branches, algebra, rhetoric, 
book-keeping, philosophy, geometry, map-drawing and Latin are taught in 
the high school. 

The grounds about this building need to be planted with some trees for 
shade and hardy shrubs for ornament, and enclosed hy a neat and substan- 
tial fence, neither of which is to be seen about any of our schools at pre- 
sent. These improvements, though very desirable and necessary to the 
health and enjoyment of pupils and teachers, had to be overlooked year 
after year on account of the more urgent demands on the school board for 
more schools ; but before long, I am confident, the school grounds will re- 
ceive that attention from the school board that each individual member 
would willingly give to the grounds surrounding his own residence. 

In 1869 a partially graded building was constructed in the Fourth ward, 
consisting of two schools with two vestibules. One of the vestibules is 
now used as a recitation room for the primary school. The improved style 
of furniture and increased accomodations which these schools afforded, 
together with the employment of a practical and popular teacher as prin- 
cipal, attracted thither more pupils than conld be admitted, and conse- 
qently the directors always provident of the educational wants of a growino: 
population, contracted for the erection and construction of another and 
more commodious building, which was completed this present year. 

In 1870, a single school house, with a spacious vesti')ule, wa3comi)leted 
in the Fourth ward, and is at present attended by one hundred an I forty- 
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five pupils. Two teachers are employed. The vestibule being used by the 
assistant teacher as a recitation room — an enlargement of this building: is 
xQvy much needed. 

In 1871, a primary school was erected in the First ward, and subse- 
quently an addition was constructed thereto. In this, as in each of four 
c»iher primary schools, an assistant teacher is employed at a salary of $15 
per nionth. • 

The second regularly graded building of this city was completed in July, 
and opened in September last. It has three spacious and well ventilated 
school rooms, a recitation room, and a sufficient number of closets fur- 
iiisiied with hooks upon which to hang the hats and the outer garments worn 
by the ci)ildren. Each room is furnished with first class furniture and am- 
)>le blackboard surface. The grammar school is without apparatus, but 
will shortly be supplied. The schools of this building, which are primary, 
intermediate and grammar, employ one male, (principal,) and four female 
teacbers, and enroll three hundred and three pupils. 

The District Institute is held semi-monthly. Its exercises are princi- 
pally confined to the .studies of the school room ; suggestions and criti- 
cisms are freely offered on the system of teaching, and the scholastic at- 
tiinments of the teachers are thereby much improved. 

Although a uniform series of books have been adopted by the school 
board, and have not been changed for a number of years, yet they are not 
such, in point of usefulness, as can stahd an impartial criticism. The ge- 
ographies are primary, secondary, intermediate and high, and should be re- 
jected for one convenient book compressing the essential parts of the subject 
within proper limits. The time of the pupil should be considered too pre- 
cious to be wasted on the study of insignificant and obscure detail. The 
arithmetics are mental, intellectual, primary, common school and univer- 
sity. Higher arithmetics tend only to increase innumerable absurdities 
and devices, and should no longer be tolerated on the plea of discipline, 
since they exclude from the schools the more useful branches, physiology, 
natural philosophy, botany, chemistry and geology — more useful with ref- 
erence to discipline, the acquisition of knowledge or for the purpose of cul- 
ture. The grammars are first English grammar, and Normal English gram- 
mar. The first is not sufficiently comprehensive, and the latter is far too 
complicated to be either interesting or profitable for the study of pupils in 
the public schools. The time saved b}' abridging the study of geography, 
arithmetic and grammar, should be given to the study of the material sci- 
ences, and branches for mere discipline should be left to academies and col- 
leges. 

The regularity of attendance, since the grading of the schools set in, has 
been steadily on the increase. Eight hundred and eighty males and eight 
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bandrcd and seventy females were enrolled in the schools the past 3'car. 
The average attendance for the yeay was nine hundred and sixty, four hun- 
dred and thirty seven males and five hundred and twenty-three females. 

The average salary of male teachers, per month, for the last school 3'ear 
of seven months, was $69 02, and that of females, $34 98. 

Nineteen teachers, four males and fifteen females, are employed at pro- 
sent, and halve charge of an ayerage daily attendance of ten hundred and 
twenty-six pupils. The schools are to be kept open eight months this year. 



CHESTER.— A. A, Meader. 

This year's school duties closed with the public examination, held on 
Saturday, June 22. Thirty-eight ladies were examined, of whom /our^een 
were new applicants. Of these, thirty-two made the requisite average, and 
obtained certificates. Twenty-two of the twenty-five female teachers were 
le-appointcd. This year, appointments were made according to grade of 
certificate. The object of this arrangement was to do justice to those who 
for several years have labored to improve their own minds, and elevate 
their schools. Teachers who were superseded, and were really deserving, 
felt they were not well treated. The sympathy of the board is with those 
who have been assigned to lower positions, but public good must be the 
rule of action, not individual preference. Salaries have been increased, and 
no teacher receives less per month than before. Salaries are now $40 per 
month in primary schools ; $45 in secondary schools, and $55 in grammar 
schools. A less number of scholars were enrolled this year than in the pre- 
ceding one. Increased activity in business circles furnishes employment 
to more children in Chester than heretofore. Their natural guardians seem 
to prefer money to education, and snffer them to grow up without culture 
or knowledge of any kind. 

No new buildings were erected during the past year, and no changes 
made in the old ones. The Eleventh Street school will be re-arraucjed dur- 
ing the summer vacation. It now consists of two large rooms and two 
class rooms. The class rofcms will be changed into passage ways, and the 
main rooms divided. We shall need no additional buildings for some tiu^e 
to come, as we have now five vacant rooms which can be fitted and furnished 
at short notice. 

Our schools will be remodeled at the beginning of our next school year, 
in September. Latin, the natural sciences and higher mathematics have 
been taught in the grammar school for two or three years. Early in the 
14 School Rxp. 
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present year the school board decided to organize ^ high school, with a low- 
grade of scholarship, change the intermediate to grammar schools, raise the 
secondary grade a little, and have a more complete system. The schools 
will then consist of one high school, two grammar schools, six secondary 
schools, twelve primary schools and a graded colored school in two rooms. 
Some strong opposition is manifested towards this new arrangement, but 
citizens generally have expressed their decided approbation. No valid ob- 
jection can be offered against a high school in Chester at the present time. 
New buildings are not required. The only expense will be a small increase 
of salary to the assistant teacher, a few new books, and articles of appa- 
ratus for illustration. Our prospective course of study is as follows : 

First Year. — Arithmetic, written and mental ; English grammar, book- 
keeping by single entry, physiology, history of the United States, algebra, 
Latin. 

Second Year. — Algebra, general history, book-keeping by double entry, 
natural philosophy-, constitution of the United States, mensuration, ele- 
mentary botan}', Latin. 

Third Year. — Geometry, astronomy, rhetoric, chemistry, moral science, 
trigonometry, botany, Latin^ French. 

Fourth Year — Higher algebra, natural history, intellectual philosophy, 
geology, physical geography, review of common English studies during 
spring term, Latin^ French^ perhaps German. Languages are optional 
studies. Weekly or semi- weekly exercises in spelling, reading, composition, 
declamation, vocal music, penmanship and drawing throughout the course. 
No branch of study will be taught exhaustively, but a fair knowledge of all 
the subjects of learning taught in schools of this character will be impart- 
ed to those who pass through the course. Vocal music will be taught as a 
science in both the high and grammar schools. 

The district institute held its twenty meetings during the year, with great 
benefit to all who regarded attendance upon them as a duty to be fulfilled. 
All the schools were visited once during each week, and some twice. These 
visits were short, but so frequent as to produce no confusion. The ordin- 
ary condition of the schools was readily perceived. From the school we 
•judge the teacher. 

The work of the Superintendent during the four years he has spent in 
Chester, has been exceedingly pleasant and stimulating, but often arduous, 
wearisome, appreciated ou\y by the few. Teaching five hours each day, 
on the average, and attending to all the duties of supervision, require ten 
or twelve hours per day for six days in the week. Filthy lucre is no com- 
pensation for such toil, but leading young minds in the path of duty, edu- 
cating them for usefulness in this life, and the enjoyment of a higher life, 
though imperfectly done, brings great satisfaction to the faithful educator- 
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Oar school directors are men of intelligence, interested in the financial 
and social prosperity of the city, and the majority of them are personally 
interested in the public schools. They not only believe in educating their 
children in these institutions, but all that have children of suitable age, 
send them. The Pennsylvania Military Academy graduated a fine class 
this year. Several students in the Chester Academy finished the course, 
and received diplomas. These enterprises in no way conflict with our in- 
terests, but by their thoroughness and good discipline encourage the cause. 

To school directors, editors, clergymen, or non-professional men, who 
have spoken a word of encouragement or looked kindly on the cause of 
popular education, grateful acknowledgments are offered. The writing of 
this report closes the past^car^s school responsibilities with no abatement 
of zeal for the work in which mo;:e than a quarter of a century of my. life 
has been spent. 



EASTON Wm. W. Cottingham. 

The results of last year's scholastic work are encouraging. We boast 
of nothing extraordinary in the way of progress. We claim, however, the 
fruits of honest labor as evidenced by the gradual and decided improve- 
ment of the schools. The products of the year give evidence of healthy 
growth. 

Never before have the pupils been stimulated to a greater degree of en- 
thusiasm in their efTorts to attain a higher standard of scholarship. This 
is attributable, in a large measure, to the publication of a roll of merit. 
Never before have the teachers been so sensitive as to the progress of their 
pux)ils. This is owing to the fact that the results of their work are monthly 
submitted to public inspection. Never before, in the history of our schools, 
has there been so great a reduction in the number pf truants. This is due 
chiefly to the publication of the names of delinquents in the daily papers. 

The teaching force has been vigorously applied, though not as judicious- 
I3', in every respect, as could be desired. 

Our building accommodations are not adequate to the demands of the 
district. The supply of school houses has not kept pace with the increase 
of population, hence some of the departments have been of necessity 
crowded to excess. The maintenance of an equitable gradation of the 
schools, as well as a proper standard of instruction, has, under the circum- 
stances, been attended with much embarrassment. This difficulty, how- 
ever, will soon be obviated. The completion of our new and elegant school 
house will bring the desired relief. 
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Oar school furniture by no means afTords an occasion for the exercise of 
a boastful spirft. We cannot grow elated over our possessions in this re- 
spect. Some of our school rooms are supplied with good furniture ; others 
with such as can onlj' be endured, whilst many are stocked with material 
that is condemnable because of its antagonism to the simple and well known 
laws that govern physical development. 

This subject has recently engaged the attention of the board of control. 
It is with pleasure I report that the evils referred to are to be speedily 
remedied, by the introduction of new and modern furniture. Already ne- 
gotiations have been entered into for a supply. 

Other details pertinent to this report we will omit, in order to introduce 
a somewhat lengthy statement bearing upon the supervision of the schools. 

We hold the duties of school superint^dency to be supervisory in char- 
acter. The field of this officer'd operations is the school room, not the 
clerk's desk in the office of the board of control. His mission is educa- 
tional, not clerical. His influence, to be effective, must be exerted when Le 
is brought into personal contact with the teacher and the taught. His suc- 
cessful guidance of the schools is dependent upon a personal knowledge of 
tht^ details that enter into the management and instruction of each indi- 
vidual school. This knowledge is acquired only by continuous school visi- 
tation. 

The advantages of such visitation are not enjoyed by the schools of 
Easton. The Superintendent visits the schools as often as it is practicable. 
His supervision is practicable whenever the clerical work of the board will 
allow his absence from the office. 

The discharge of the duties of four distinct offices, in addition to those 
of the office of borough superintendent, is clearly bej'ond the ability of one 
person. In testimony whereof, and as a matter of curiosity, I give the fol- 
lowing synopsis of 

WORK DONE BY THE SUPERINTENDENT, 

Or required to be done by one person officiating as borough superintendent 
of schools: 

Librarian. — The library, consisting of about five thousand volumes, was 
transferred to this school district by the Easton Library company. Al- 
ti)ough devoted to the interests of the schools, it retains its original char- 
acter as a public circulating library. 

The duties of the librarian are : to attend the library two half days in 
each week; keep library register of books loaned and returned; notify 
subscribers when their subscriptions are due, collect the same and give re- 
ceipts ; attend to library ledger, keeping an account with each individual 
subscriber, also a cash account of receipts and disbursements ; attend com- 
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mittee meetings for selection of books, make out list of books selected and 
attend to the purchase of the same ; label all new books purchased and 
enter the same m the titulary record of the library, giving number, case 
and shelf, also in a library index for reference by number and case ; attend 
to rcbinding and relabeling old books ; collect books not returned by par- 
tics who have withdrawn from the library ; serve on the library committee ; 
act as treasurer of the library fund ; prepare annual report of library, as 
required by the articles of transfer ; prepare a report of the library for the 
Bureau of Education at Washington, D. C. . 

Clerk of the Building Committee. — The duties of the clerk of the build- 
ing committee are : to attend the meetings of the committee and keep a 
record of the proceedings ; keep a building account, and enter therein, in 
detail, copies of all specifications, proposals, contracts, bills and check 
rolls ; draw up documents and furnish copies of proposals and contracts, 
as the committee may require ; prepare advertisements and attend to the 
publication of the same ; examine minutely the calculation on each item of 
every bill presented, with the view of testing its accuracy, and attend to 
the payment of the same when approved by the building committee ; en- 
dorse, with its appropriate title, every document and bill, and place the same 
on special file ; take charge of the hauling tickets, and keep an account of 
their delivery and return ; make out the check roll for ev.ery pay day, noting 
the time and calculating the amount due each stone cutter, mason, laborer, 
brick layer, teamster, &c.. Sec. ; draw the money from the treasury on the 
order of thelDuilding committee, distribute the same in envelopes, on which 
are inscribed the names of the payees, together with their time and the 
amount due ; pay the employees the several amounts due, and take their 
receipts for the same ; attend to the examination and settlement of all ac- 
counts growing out of contracts. 

Clerk of the Board of Control. — The duties of the clerk of the board of 
control consist in keeping a systematic record of accounts by double entry 
book-keeping, in which the following books are employed ; First, ledger, con- 
taining the name and account of every party with whom the board has any 
financial business ; second, day book journal ; third, blotter or bill book, in 
which every bill presented to the board, and approved by the committee 
on accounts, is copied in detail ; fourth, order book, as record of cash dis- 
bursements ; fifth, cash blotter, as record of cash receipts from tax coUec* 
tor, sale of bonds, tuition fees, notes discounted at bank, bills receivable 
and sundry other sources. 

It is the duty of the clerk also, to make out and collect tuition bills ; to 
calculate interest and settle claims on bonds ; to collect amounts due the 
board on bills receivable and bills of sale ; to pay all moneys received into 
the hands of the treasurer and present his receipts for the same. 



214 EASTOX. 

It is the duty of the clerk also, to examine every bill presented to the 
board, by going over the calculation on each item, and comparing the same 
with the ledger record of accounts already rendered and paid ; to endorse 
each bill with the name of the maker, the amount thereof, date of pa^'ment, 
and the number and date of the order drawn on the treasurer for its pay- 
ment ; to keep a file of bills alphabetically arranged in the archives of the 
board. 

It is the duty of the clerk also, to prepare and present monthly, a finan- 
cial statement, exhibiting the receipts and disl)ursements of the board ; to 
adjust and classify accounts and prepare the materials for an examination 
by the borough auditors ; to transfer a copy of the auditors' report in a 
book provided for the purpose. 

Secretary of the Board, — It is the duty of the secretary to issue notices 
i^r all meetings of the board ; to prepare all matter for consideration by the 
board ; attend all meetings of the board, and note the proceedings ; pre- 
pare two copies of the minutes for two daily papers ; issue all notices ema- 
nating from the board ; draw up or copy all legal or other documents grow- 
ing out of the action or business of the board ; fill out and attest all orders 
for teachers' salaries, and keep an account of each teachers' time in school 
and at the Teachers' Institute ; settle all bills against the board, when the 
same have been approved, by drawing and attesting orders on the treasurer 
for the payment of the same ; attend to the renewal of insurance policies, 
and the payment of contributions due thereon ; prepare all bonds issued by 
the district, and attend to the sale of the same — (the coupon bonds issued last 
year by the board, alone required the signature of the secretary 8,000 times ;) 
keep a bills payable record, showing the date, number, and denomination 
of each bond and note issued, together with name of the party receiving the 
same ; keep a record of the keys, books and other property of the district 
delivered into the hands of the teachers, and see that the same are return- 
ed ; enter in the regular minute book, a full and complete record of the pro- 
ceedings of the board, including copies of financial and other reports ; at- 
tend to the apportionment Qf the school tax ; audit and settle the dupli- 
cates of school tax with the tax collectors, and place upon record the abate- 
ments and exonerations granted by the board, recording the name of each 
person exonerated, with the amount of tax charged ; prepare an annual dis- 
trict report required by law, to be filed in the oifico of the School Depart- 
ment at Harrisburg ; prepare and transmit to the State Supei^tendent of 
schools, the certificate necessary to secure the State appropriation due the 
district ; attend to numerous minor matters, incident to the work of secre- 
tary and not included in the above category. 

Borough Superintendent. — The duties of the Superintendent are : To ex- 
amine all persons applying for appointment as teachers, and make out cer- 
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tificates of examination ; make all arrangements necessary for the opening 
of the schools; examine each pupil applying for admission to school, and 
assign, by written certificate the school to be attended ; regulate and adjust 
the course of study of each school, in order to the maintenance of its pro- 
per status in the general grade ; classify and distribute pupils so as to 
equalize the labor of teaching ; prepare and furnish teachers with all neces- 
sary blanks and books, and see that each school room is supplied with the 
appliances necessary for carr^ying on the work of education ; have an over- 
sight of school buildings and grounds and report necessary repairs and 
improvements to the several committees on property ; hold two public ex- 
aminations of the schools each year, devoting thereto sixty school days or 
three calendar months ; keep a record of the examinations, embracing the 
following items : — the number and names of pupils present, the number and 
names of pupils absent, the number of classes and the studies pursued in 
each school, the names of pupils in each class and the amount of text-books 
gone over, together with the grade of examination ; prepare a list of the 
popils of each school, who are sufficiently advanced for promotion to a 
higher grade, and furnish each of such pupils with a certificate of promo* 
tion; visit the schools as often as it is practicable; attend to the pur- 
chase of all school materials; collect, examine and record the monthly re- 
ports of teachers ; keep a record of the general attendance, the average at- 
tendance and the percentage of attendance, the number of pupils admitted 
and the number withdrawn from school, for each school, each month in the 
year ; keep a special record of the attendance and grades of the high school 
pupils ; take charge of and keep an account of the books provided by the 
district, and loaned to indigent pupils, recording the name of the pupil 
with the list of books furnished, together with the teacher's name ; see that 
the books thus loaned are returned at the end of the session, and pack, la- 
bel and store the same for future use ; attend to the record relating to the 
admission of adopted children into the schools ; keep a record of the high 
school graduates; prepare diplomas for high school graduates; prepare 
certificate of prize scholarship ; examine pupils applying for admission to 
the high school and furnish certificates of admission ; attend to the adjust- 
ment of diflSculties that are constantly springing up in the schools ; enter 
into consultation with teachers touching special cases of instruction and 
discipline ; investigate the numerous complaints growing out of school dis- 
cipline ; consult with~ parents relative to refractory children ; assist teach- 
ers and parents in reclaiming truants. 

Besides giving attention to the many cases of dissatisfaction that must 
necessarily grow out of the government and instruction of 2,200 children, 
the enumeration of which, if possible, would be unnecessary in this con- 
nection. 
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In addition to the above, the Superintendent is required to prepare the 
following reports for the School Department at Harrisburg: Monthly' re- 
port, annual statistical report and general report. He is also expected to 
prepare and forward an annual report to the bureau of education, at Wash- 
ington, D. C. He is to receive and distribute all documents from the State 
Department. To attend Superintendents' Convention, when ordered by 
Superintendent of common schools, and attend County Institute as requir- 
ed by law. 
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It is easy to think that progress has been made, when the real state of 
affairs would show a stand-still condition, or a slow pace at best. To-day, 
that is so full of hurry and whirl, seems progressive, but it hardly becomes 
to-morrow, when some one observes that the stir and excitement were pen- 
dulumlike — movement, but not progress. 

In school matters it is much more easy to speak of things bearing the 
imprint of improvement, than to mention, with caution, the deficiencies and 
obstacles in the way of true progress. When the cry is " alPs well," indif- 
ference is apt to arise, and i'rom it an apathy that will let the best institu- 
tions go to destruction. 

In pchool work there can be no revolution ; all that is gained that will 
bear the test of time, must come only through growth and pains-taking 
culture ; and to expect surprising results in a few months, or a few years, 
is to meet with disappointment in the end. 

System, — Our system has increased ineffectiveness and popularity. The 
city is one district — no ward lines as to schools, only as to election of di- 
rectors. All the business comes before a single body, composed of eigh- 
teen members. The change from three boards to one, has done much to- 
ward making school matters more harmonious, and to simplify business 
matters, and enable every part of the district to be possessed of the same 
school advantages. 

Buildings, — Many extensive repairs have been made, and new seats in- 
troduced. The building, No. 11, spoken of in the last report as being be- 
gun, will be ready for occupancy in the early part of the next school year. 

School Board, — The board, as a body, has moved on in harmonious 
spirit, laboring earnestly to make the schools better. W. S. Brown, Esq , 
for a long time a member of the board, and president of the same during 
the greater part of his term of office, declined a re-election ; and it is due 
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the gentleman to state, in this report, that as a school director he has been 
especially efficient and progressive, always throwing his influence for builrl- 
ings of the best in plan and construction, and warmly advocating every 
measure calculated to make the schools more eflective. 

Teachers, — The standing of our teachers was somewhat above that of 
the previous year. It has been the aim of the Superintendent to raise the 
grade of qualifications in scholarship and school management from year to 
year, and to this end every teacher is expected to make exertions. 

The devotion of our teachers, as a class, to the exhaustive labor of teach- 
ing and managing their schools, is the chief cause of the real progress 
made during the year. 

Teachers' Institute. — The attendance and interest of the institute have 
been tveu better than that of formers years, which shows that the influence 
of the semi-monthly meetings of our teachers is a power in the growth 
of our schools. The general plan of conducting the institute, is the same 
as reported several j'ears ago. School management, theory and practice of 
teaching, points of difficult}^ that come up in the experience of the teach- 
ers, followed by subjects that give general culture, and add to the strength 
of the teachers, as individuals, on the ground that to be a teachev, is second- 
ary to being all that is possible as an individual. Broad culture is the only 
thing that can destroy pedantry. Teacher and pedant were once often 
synonymous. fSS 

Teachers^ Examination. — The yearly examination of every teacher, is a 
positive force in quickening the ambition of our teachers. Their examina- 
tion shows to themselves, the board and the Superintendent, how mucli 
they have grown during the year, and makes increase of salary, for live 
scholarship, a thing of no mere guess work. 

One of the "papers" is based on the work of the institution, and thus 
the 3'ear*s results of the institute are shown. 

Pupils. — The enrolment, during the year, stands about the same as last 
year, 3,505. The per centum of attendance on monthly enrolment, 8T.8, a 
loss of nine-tenths of one per centum. This decrease is owing to a con- 
tagious disease that prevailed, more or less, during the 3^ear. Had it not 
been for the panic breeding disease that threatened, at times, to close f ur 
schools, an encouraging gain would have been made. 

The health of the pupils has been good, but tw^o or three suffering from 
the contagion that caused some to think school attendance extremely haz- 
ardous. 

The standard of study and recitation, on the part of the pupils, has been 
raised during the year, and many of them have shown, by their attachment 
to school and study, that they appreciate the efforts of their teachers in 
their behalf. 
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ScJiools. — Grades, one high school, three grammar, eight intermediate, 
fifteen primary and two evening schools. The high school has added to 
its good reputation. The grammar schools have improved in thoroughness 
and advancement in their studies. 

The intermediate and primary schools have shown a progress more en- 
couraging, if possible, than the other departments. The spirit and success 
with which some of the younger pupils have gained the elements of read- 
ing, writing, music and arithmetic, deserve particular notice. 

In addition to written work of pupils, sent in to the Superintendent at 
the close of each term, " specimen work" was required from each teacher 
at different times during each term. The " specimen work" was to be ordi- 
nary lesson work, showing the methods of instruction, ability of the pupil, 
thus enabling the Superintendent to judge of the habits of both teacher 
and pupil. 

The " term examination work," and the " specimen work," are kept on 
Hie at the office of the board, and have proved valuable means in making 
patrons and others acquainted with the real workings of our schools. 
• German Schools, — The average number of teachers employed in these 
schools, is six and one-half. The German schools are independeuL of the 
English, which is not common in this country, in systems that allow in- 
struction in German. The '' mixed method" causes a waste of teaching 
power, for while the special teacher is hearing the class in German, the 
regular teacher can do but little, except to be a passive spectator. Pupils 
pass from the German schools to the English, and in many cases gain a 
ready acquaintance with both languages. The '^ German question" as to 
schools is, as to the best method of teaching the language. The experience 
in our schools is gratifying ; the German schools are popular, and are doing 
more than merely teaching the elements of the German language, and the 
plan of distinction schools will hold until something better than the special 
teacher method is offered. 

Instruction. — The aim is to have teachers work with text-books, and not 
depend on them. Good text-books are valuable to both pupil and teacher, 
but in many things the teacher must be superior to the books used in school. 
Text-book teaching is the weakness of schools called our best. The waste 
in repeating things familiar and simple, and the time lost in memorizing 
words without ideas, is far too much for these days of labor-saving ma- 
chinery and rapid transit. Scholarship can come only from studious thought ; 
no royal road to learning will ever be built, but the student's path may be 
widened and lengthened, allowing greater freedom, and reaching a higher 
plane. 

Conclusion. — The main defects of our schools may be classified as fol- 
lows : Indifference on the part of parents ; irregular attendance of pupils 
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in need of school instruction ; the short time that many attend school 
during the year ; the slowness of patrons to fully realize that education is 
not " going through'' books ; the great difQculty that some of our teachers 
have in grasping the difficulties of subjects taught, so as to keep from wast- 
ing time on the unimportant, and thus have opportunity to dwell on things 
requiring time. It is not expected that these can be entirely removed, but 
by systematic devoted effort, they can be lessened from year to year. 

No school year, of my experience, has been so full of pleasant duty, or 
more harmonious in its general workings. 
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The schools of the city have in the past year given definite and' tangible 
evidences of Improvement, especially in those grades in which improvement 
was most desirable and most needed. 

Buildings. — The State Street house has been enlarged by the addition of 
two rooms, one of which is used as a recitation room for the grammar and 
the intermediate school, and the other by the pupils of the girls' high 
school as a room for drawing — both being necessary to the efficiency of the 
schools with which they are connected. 

A large and very desirable lot of ground in the Second ward has been 
purchased, with a view to making immediate arrangements for the accom- 
modation of the pupils that now occupy the building on Front street and 
that on Mulberry street ; the former of which is objectionable in itself— 
the latter, on account of its location on the railroad. 

Contracts have also been made for the immediate erection of a new build- 
ing in the Seventh ward, and another in the First ward, for the accommo- 
dation of the colored population of the south end of the city. Ona house 
more is urgently needed in the east end of the city, and when this is pro- 
vided we shall have ample accommodation for all our school population. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — The furniture of the rooms, with scarcely an 
exception, is in all respects satisfactory — much of it being of the best styles 
in the market. The apparatus has been considerably increased by a supply 
of wall maps, globes, dictionaries, &c., and though the list of articles is not 
yet as full as it ought to be, a judicious use of what there is, will prove a 
great help to teachers and an advantage to pupils. The taste shown in 
ornamenting many of the rooms with flowers and other appliances calculated 
to make them pleasant and attractive is both noticeable and commendable. 

Music. — I am convinced from another year's observation of the workings 
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of our musical department, that the method previously recommended, is 
the only one from which satisfactory .results can be obtained. The profes- 
sor of music cannot devote sufficient time to all the schools to accomplish 
what is needed in this matter. Hence the work should be graded, and the 
regular teachers should not only teach rote singing — for that could be learn-- 
ed from a hand organ, but they should be required to teach the principles 
of music so that the pupils in the intermediate grades may be able to sing 
at sight and unaided, simple melodies in at least a few of the keys. And 
to enable them to do this the teachers should receive as much instruction 
as may be necessary from the professor. This is no novelt}'. It has been 
tried with the most satisfactory results in many other cities, and the result 
of a want of some such system is pointedly set forth by the Superinten- 
dent of Schools of New York city, who says in a late report : "Beyond 
singing by rote, next to nothing is accomplished. Notwithstanding the 
array of special music teachers, employed on account of their professional 
experience and skill, and the costly supply of pianos and singing books, 
the percentage of pupils who learn to read the simplest music is very small.'' 

There seems to be no good reason why such a state of things should con- 
tinue in New York or anywhere else, and I venture the opinion that a costly 
(or any other) supply of instruments is of doubtful advantage in teaching 
vocal music in schools or anywhere else. 

Draioing, — This branch ought to be taught upon the same plan as music, 
and this plan has been to eome extent adopted, and with considerable suc- 
cess in those schools in which the regular teachers have taken a lively in- 
terest in the subject. 

Many pupils in the primary schools already draw their simple figures 
with^a facility and correctness that show cultivation of the hand and eye, 
which this kind of work alone can give, and competent judges have spoken 
highly of many of the specimens exhibited in the court house at the last 
commencement of the girls' high school. 

A fair trial will, I have no doubt, convince the community that drawing 
is a useful no less than an ornamental art. One, at least, of the New Eng- 
land States is sufficiently convinced of its value in a course of education 
to have made it, hy law^ a regular branch of instruction in the common 
schools. 

Examinations. — These have ehown, especially in the lower grades, visi- 
ble and gratifying improvement. Much of that incoherent, fragmentary 
work which has hitherto been so objectionable a feature, has been supplant- 
ed by more systematic, pointed efforts and with corresponding results which 
cannot fail to make itself felt through all the higher grades. 

Some of our experienced teachers in the higher grades are doing good 
work in discarding, to a great extent, the trammels of the text-book. The 
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old system of the rote question and answer that makes only parrots, is 
supplanted by work that makes thinkers, and the results are shown at ex- 
aminations which disclose thought and culture that can come only from the 
living teacher, and it is the dutj' of the board to furnish teachers with any 
appliances and aids calculated to promote this kind of work. It should 
not be necessary for a pupil to reach half way through the high school 
before he can be taught to tell the difference between a square and a cylinder, 
or to understand the action of the common pump and the thousand other 
plain facts in nature that daily stare him in the face. 

There is, however, much room for improvement in this direction, and we 
wish the above remarks could be applied to a greater number. 

High Schools. — While these schools are doing all that can be expected of 
them in their present condition, there is no doubt that their efficiency can 
and ought to be increased. The first and most important steps toward this 
end are the consolidation and erection of a building suitable for a school 
of that class. The consolidating of the four schools, as they existed a few 
years ago, was accomplished only after a great deal of effort and wrafng- 
ling, and useless delay, and yet nobodj' now would think of re-establishing 
them upon their former basis, and it needs no prophet to fortell that if our 
present schools should be consolidated into one, everybody would wonder 
why it was not done long ago. 

This consolidation would enable the board to establish the school upon 
a basis and scale which would command the respect and secure the patron- 
age of all classes of the Community ; and until this is done we cannot hope 
that the schools will receive that countenance and support which are indis- 
pensable to the accomplishment of the objects for which such schools are 
established. This subject I earnestly recommend to* the consideration of 
the board of directors and to the communitj*. 

Attendance, — The attendance this year has been lower than that of any 
previous year of which we have any reliable rc^,ords. The whole number 
of pupils enrolled was 4,377 ; the average monthly enrolment, 3,100 ; and 
the average daily attendance 75 J per cent, of this number, and about 55 per 
cent, of the whole number enrolled. The serious epidemic of last winter 
had much to do with this irregularity ; but it cannot be concealed or denied 
that the general attendance in our schools is much lower than it need or 
ought to be, and considerably lower than that of most other cities of which 
we have any knowledi^e. 

Night Schools. — These schools were tried a year ago, but the success of 
the experiment did not warrant a continuance ; hence none were established 
this year. 

Institute. — The necessity of this agency to a corps of teachers who have 
had few or no advantages of professional instruction, is too obvious to 
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need any special remark. I wish I could say that the results of our work 
were an approximation to what they ought to have been. The disinclina- 
tion of so many of the teachers to take any active, or even a respectably 
passive part in any exercises that have been suggested, or in the discussion 
of any of the educational questions that are constantly arising, shows a 
laclc of professional spirit, a dearth of professional reading and a want of 
general culture that call loudly for reform. There are, to be sure, honora- 
ble exceptions, but their name is not legion. 

Salaries. — ^Very many of our best teachers are among those who received 
their education and began the work of teaching elsewhere, and we yearly 
fail to secure other well qualified and experienced teachers on account of 
the meagreness of the salaries — especially in the lower grades. While this 
state of things continues we cannot expect to secure the talent and ability 
which more liberal compensation attracts elsewhither, and yet it is, after all, 
upon the teachers that we must rely for the success of our schools. Di- 
rectors may provide costly houses and furniture and apparatus ; superin- 
tendents may organize schools, prescribe courses of study, and suggest or 
dictate methods of instruction, but if energy, skill and culture be wanting 
in him who is in close and daily contact with the youthful mind and heart, 
the work cannot be successful. 

Discipline. — The condition of our schools as to government and discipline 
is, I think, very good. No reports of any difficulties worth mention have 
reached the ears of any of the school officers, and I congratulate the board 
on the abolition of the discipline committee, whose chief utility seemed to 
be to invite difficulty, weaken the influence and hamper the efficiency of 
the teacher. 

Finally, we feel justified in sayiug that the various school agencies have 
fairly endeavored to do their duty in the irksome but momentous work in 
which they are engaged, and with the hope of still better results hereafter. 
I take this occasion to thank the directors for their uniform kindness and 
support, and the teachers for their general willingness and co-operation in 
adopting and carrying out such measures and methods as were deemed best 
for the interests of the schools. 
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HYDE PARK Jer. E. Hawker. 



STATISTICS OP SCHOOLS. 



Whole number of male teachers empoyed 3 

Whole number of female teachers employed 20 

Average salary of males. $70 00 

Average salary of females 36 00 

Whole number of female pupils enrolled 1, 500 

Whole number of male pupils enrolled 1 , 242 

Lowest average at any one time, females 491) 

Do do males 401t 

Highest do females , 720 

Do do males 1, 1G4 

Number of pupils without necessary books 200 

Do District Institutes held 20 

Do public examinations, continuing two days I 

Do of weeks taught in Normal institute 11 

Do of pupils attending Normal institute 05 

Do of teachers attending Normal institute 18 



Branches taught in the high school : Spelling, reading, writing, book- 
keeping, arithmetic, algebra, geometry, rhetoric, philosophy, chemistr}^, his- 
tory and Latin. 

In the intermediate and primary departments, two afternoons in each 
week are devoted to lectures and drills in coihmon things. 

School Property, — Whole number of school buildings, four ; none of 
which is properly adapted to the wants of the community ; the school 
grounds, if properly improved are well located, and of sufficient extent to 
warrant the erection of suitable buildings upon them. The foolishness of an 
illiberal and short-sighted policy in the past, is producing its natural results ; 
had those who in former years, had the care of school interests in their 
keeping, taken the same broad and comprehensive views that many of our 
citizens were prompted to take in anticipation of the immense growth that 
our city must inevitably attain, the result would be far different As an 
instance of this short-sightedness, two lots recently purchased by the di- 
rectors in the Sixth ward, which might have been purchased for about eight 
hundred dollars, on ten years time a few y^ars ago, brought the sum of two 
thousand and fifty dollars ; the house also built in the same ward a few 
3'ear8 ago, at a cost of about four thousand dollars, will have to be aban- 
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doned, being not only too small, but also unsafe; thus occasioning an oat- 
lay of not less than five thousand dollars, that ordinary foresight might have 
saved to the district. 

Improvements, — The members of the present board are about to inaugu- 
rate a new era in educational matters, not only as to school buildings, but 
to everything: pertaining to the best interests of the schools. The neces- 
sity for increased accommodations in the Sixth ward, has been duly recog- 
nized by the purchase of two suitable lots, upon which is to be erected 
during the ensuing year, a building of sufilcient capacity to amply meet 
the wants of that localit3\ The importance of erecting a building on the 
Park hill, and also another at the Hampton shaft, is being discussed by the 
board, and the only question is, whether the condition of the treasury will 
warrant the outlay at the present time. The next important step taken by 
the board, and one that will have a telling effect upon the well-being of our 
schools, is the encouragement given to the Superintendent to adopt a more 
rigid examination of teachers, and to require from them a higher grade of 
qualification ; this, with a total disregard of favorites, unless resting on 
solid merit, will go far toward correcting abuses engendered through ne- 
potism and political preferences. 

Attendance, — The attendance during the year has not been so full as it 
should have been. There are various causes for this, the most palpable is 
the carelessness of parents and guardians, who, while admitting the im- 
portance of punctual attendance, seldom give it more than a passing thought, 
after having had their attention called to it by teachers or directors. We 
have a large class, mostly laborers and miners, who are so intent upon their 
children earning wages that their education is considered of little import- 
ance when compared to the vast interest they have in accumulating a little 
extra means each month by which, in too many cases, they may be able to 
indulge more freely in the intoxicating cup. That this is too true, will be- 
come apparent to those who are at all conversant with the daily and nightly 
scenes enacted upon our principal thoroughfares. Crowds of boys and 
young men may be nightly seen upon our street corners, surrounding places 
of public resort, gathering in saloons and grog-shops, shocking decency 
itself with their oaths and vulgarity, a disgrace to themselves and parents, 
and a reproach to the municipal authorities of our city. We have still 
another class, a type of which I presume may be found in every community, 
parents who have an absurd idea that their children are a little better than 
their neighbors, and as a matter of course expect teachers to grant them 
extra privileges in the school room, and failing in obtaining such privileges, 
resort to almost any means to*degrade the teachers in the estimation of 
their patrons ; these attempts generally culminate in the organization of 
select schools, where, in too many cases, teachers are employed who are 
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totally nnilt for the position, but are apt in pleasing the parents and ruining 
tho disposition of the children. 

School Visitation, — This is one of my most agreeable as well as one of 
my most exacting duties. The questions, What suggestions should be 
made ? Hott should they be made ? and the results to be obtained by 
making them, are well calculated to keep the mind actively engaged on 
school perplexties long after the apparent duties of the day are ended, and 
the ever changing problems that present themselves for solution, and upon 
which the prosperity of the schools depend, give to the Superintendent 
little time for relaxation or rest. The closest supervision of the schools 
has been at all times maintained by frequent visits to them, and also by 
thorough and energetic work at our semi-monthly institutes. 

Institutes. — These have been well attended, but "the love of distinction 
and the fear of disgrace,'^ has tended to mar, to a certain extent, our suc- 
cess. The knowledge which is acquired for the purpose of an examination, 
or for the purpose of concealing ignorance, is of questionable value as 
mental culture compared with that knowledge which is pursued for its own 
sake. When a person gives his mind to any subject of study on account 
of a genuine wish to understand it, he will not hesitate to ask for informa- 
tion, and the fear of being considered ignorant by his fellow teachers will not 
deter him from seeking the desired aid. On the other hand he or she whose 
only aim is to study for examination or show, not to wish to understand^ 
but to appear to understand, to such our institutes have been a failure. 
We have held twenty of these institutes during the year, and the faith is 
strong within us that the above errors in the past will be avoided In the 
future. 

Examinations. — This is the most disagreeable part of my duties, and to 
those holding corresponding positions in other cities it must be evident. 
Many that are put forward for certificates, and consequently for positions, 
are as unworthy of the one as unfit for the other, but partisan friends do 
not hesitate, in spite of the protest of the Superintendent, to place these 
parties in an attitude that must be followed by annoyance to the school 
board, if not disgrace to the rejected applicants. I have, during the year, 
examined twenty-seven applicants, rejected five, and given certificates to 
twenty-two ; the average grade has been 2^, the average age of the teachers 
is 21 years, and the average years taught two. 

Condition of the Schools. — The standard of the schools has been kept up 
to its proper grade, and two studies or exercises have been added to the 
course — drawing and vocal music. In drawing a large number of our pu- 
pils have made commendable progress, and were it not for the breaking out 
of the black fever, we no doubt should have made corresponding progress 
in singing, but disease and death have made sad havoc with our brightest 
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anticipations. The encouraging prospects that beckoned us onward, and 
gave to each teacher alluring promises of a successful year, set in gloomy 
darkness around us, as the term drew to its close, and the fell destroyer 
lias left sad and melancholy impress on parent, teacher and pupil, leaving 
many an aching heart crushed and despondent, as the vacant place at the 
fireside and the desk calls to mind the loved ones whose vacancies they 
once filled ; and as we cast our eyes about the school room the remem- 
brances of those once radiant faces sends a thrill to the heart, painful and 
sad, yet of that sweet, assuring nature the remembrance of which we prize 
more than any earthly treasure. Gentle Annie's bright, sweet face, dimpled 
and smiling, yet looks from her desk, as in days gone by ; and Ella, with 
her big, bright eyes, seems fixed upon me as I turn in the direction of her 
seat to answer some question asked by its present occupant. And in my 
visits to the different departments, the same emotions are touched by the 
same causes. Eddie's playful smiles and anxious countenance no more 
greet me, as in days past, and Rosie's place in the intermediate is filled by 
another. And there is Emma, too, as the roll is called at the institute, 
seemingly about (to answer to her name, but as the response is followed by 
another voice we partially forget the pang, to feel it again with double in- 
tcnsit3' as Kate's name has been half pronounced and suddenly repressed, 
as the caller's recollection has just been sharpened by the unintentional 
calling of the departed one that has just preceeded it. That we have ex- 
perienced a reign of terror is acknowledged by all. Very few households 
there are that cannot point to vacant places in the family circle, occasioned 
by that mysterious disease, black fever. During the close of the term most 
of our teachers were obliged to perform double duty, teaching during the 
c^ay and watching by the sick-bed during the night. The nature of our 
population is such that it would not do to close the schools, as a large num- 
ber of the children, from the thoughtlessness of the parents, would be more 
exposed and less liable to escape than if the schools were kept open. In 
this severe trial we have the gratifying assurance, that whatever may have 
licen lost in mental development has been more than repaid in the develop- 
ment of the moral, social and religious faculties. 

Necessary Requisites for Imj)rovement, — The foregoing is very sugges- 
tive as to what is necessary to make our schools what they should ht 
rirst and foremost, an energetic, live board of directors — a board that is 
not afraid to meet the responsibilities of the office with firmness, and that 
will, while properly jealous of the people's interest in pecuniary matters, 
5:ee that the children shall not be debarred the privileges given them by a 
wise legislature. Next, and u jt less important, a corps of intelligent, en- 
thusiastic teachers — teachers whose hearts arc in the work, and are alwa3's 
leady to respond to all the requirements rightfully expected of them as 
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teachers ; and last, but not of less importance, is a full determination on 
the part of parents and guardians to co-operate with directors, teachers a^d 
superintendent in breaking up the practice of truancy and tardiness. 
These assured, the results that must follow will place the public schools of 
Hyde Park on a higher level than they have ever yet attained. 

Finances. — The financial condition of the board appears to be in a more 
prosperous condition than heretofore. (The occupation of the money 
shavers, who indirectly levied their tax by shaving the teachers' orders 
from year to year, is gone.) Dr. A. Davis, our treasurer for the past year, 
has cashed our orders at sight, and the result Is having a telling effect in 
the school room. Cheerfulness among the teachers is now the rule, for 
what person can be cheerful with the consciousness that the pay he is get- 
ting is not suflQcient to meet his daily wants, and with debt staring him in 
the face at the end of the vcar. 



LEBANON.--J. T. Nitratjer. 

As I only assumed the duties of borough Superintendent a few months 
ago, my report must necessarily be brief. 

The general machinery of the schools is in good condition. Transfers 
haye been made after careful examination by the teachers, and the attain- 
ments of those classes that came under my own observation, were highly 
creditable to teachers and pupils. 

The grading of the schools and the arrangement of the studies seem to 
have been managed quite as well — perhaps better — than ought to be ex- 
pected from such supervision as committees of a board or a board are able 
to give. 

Houses, — Number of houses, ten ; some of which are an ornament to the 
town, while others should be abandoned, and two new houses of four rooms 
each should be built — one in the Second ward and the other in the Fourth. 

Schools, — Number of schools, thirty-one, graded as follows: Thirteen 
primary; eight secondary ; eight grammar, and two high schools. 

Teachers, — Number of teachers, ten males and twenty-one females. It 
is pleasant to be able to say that the teachers generally have labored bard 
and faithfully, and have done their work well. Some of them, however, 
might very much lighten their labors in the school room, if they would 
avail themselves more of such helps as professional reading and the district 
institute afford. "Uneducated labor is always the hardest, yet thero are 
some teachers who never think of acting on the suggestion of anybody 
else, and who practically ignore all new things because they arc new.*' 



228 LEBANON. 

Some devote themselves so wholly to their work, and do it so well, as to de- 
serve more substantial recognition than a Superintendent's report can give. 

There is a want of active public interest, especially an intelligent interest, 
on the part of the parents. The public, in many cases, arc too little ac- 
quainted with the working of the schools to appreciate the difference in 
quality of work, and hence they fail to accord even a just recognition of 
merit. Parents do not interest themselves enough in the education of their 
children to go to the school room and see what is done there. The chil- 
dren are never cheered and encouraged by their presence. If they would 
make it their business to know the teacher of their children, talk with her 
frequently about their progress and conduct in school, and learn what the 
requirements of the school are, and then co-operate with the teacher, the 
parents themselves would be better satisfied and the schools greatly bene- 
fitted. As a result of this, teachers would receive more consideration and 
encouragement, and there would be more mutual sympathy, forbearance 
and knowledge of each other's motives between teachers and parents. 
They too often forget the fact that they should be co-laborers. There is 
nothing more discouraging to the conscientious teacher than this lack of 
interest on the part of the patents. 

Pupils. — Number of pupils in attendance, about thirteen hundred. Tardi- 
ness and irregularity of attendance will always be in the way of progress 
in schools. If parents only knew how much their children lose by being 
absent one day in the week, or late, and miss one or two lessons each day, 
they certainly would permit them to attend regularly and punctually. 
Sometimes children are necessarily detained, and the evil must be borne ; 
but ofcener tardiness and absence are the result of carelessness and indif- 
ference at home. 

Superintendent's Work, — Under this head may be included the following : 
Held two examinations ; twenty-three candidates received provisional cer- 
tificates ; presented a monthly report at each meeting of the board. Con- 
sultations with teachers and parents are a daily necessity, and are prodac- 
tive of the best results. Advice, when difficulties arise in teaching and 
governing, is always eagerly sought for by teachers, and as cheerfully given 
by the Superintendent. Much of the irregularity of attendance, truancy, 
alienation of children and parents, can be remedied by the counsel of the 
superintending oQicer. 

The general execution and planning work of a Superintendent, for indi- 
vidual schools, and for the schools collectively, as well as for the manage- 
ment of the system, requires close and careful thought and much of his 
time. This is the most responsible part of his duty. A mistake or mis- 
calculation here will tell in its results sooner or later. Entire weeks, no 
doubt, will have to be given to this work, during the year, in the formative 



LEBANON. 229 

condition of oar various schools and grades. Though neither directors, 
teachers nor the public may be aware of this, and may perhaps place but 
little value on it, yet we are confident that its results will become apparent 
in the fullness of time. Yisits will be made at all hours to the different 
rooms, in order that the methods of teaching may be ascertal cd, mistakes 
and bad habits corrected, improvements suggested, and teachers counseled 
and assisted. The Superintendent will also devote part of the time spent 
in the schools in conducting recitations. Ths progress of classes and in- 
dividual pupils will be carefully noted. An occasional general exercise 
will be given the pupils, questions asked, and short practical remarks made, 
with the view of encouraging the pupils. Exercising an oversight over 
the school buildings and furniture, ard bringing the necessary wants and 
repairs to the notice of the board, &c., are additional duties of the office. 

Directors, — The members of the board are either professional or business 
men, and although their duties prevented them from visitation am n^ the 
schools as much as they desired, they have rendered most essential aid in 
the work by their indefatigable zeal and energy, and by their intelligent 
apprehension of the end and aim of the public school system, leading them 
to act with perfect unanimity in everything calculated to promote the in- 
terests of public schools, and have taken a praiseworthy int>Mest In all the 
suggestions proposed by the Superintendent. For their uniform courtesy 
and kindness, together with many words of encouragement to me in my 
labors, it is due that I here express my thanks to them. 

Mention must deservedly be made of our County Superintendent, W. G. 
Lehman, whose readiness to promote the success of our schools, and the 
uniformly pleasant relation between whom and ourselves, leads me to ex> 
press the hope of no less pleasant official intercourse in time to come. 

Conclusion. — There is yet very much to be ace mplished before our 
schools will take the position which they ought to occupy ; but with the 
hearty and earnest co-operation of the board of directors in the future, as 
80 fully accorded in the past ; with the cheerful support of the press,'which 
has always been ready to lend a helping hand ; with the clergy more fully 
awakened to the duty of visiting the schools, and a corresponding increase 
of interest in patrons and friends ; with improved school buildings, and an 
increase of salaries, tbat the best teachers may be retained and obtained, 
we hope that the next report may surpass even the most sanguine expec- 
tations of our people. 
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LOCK HAVEN.— A. N. Raub. 

The public schools of our city are now, we believe, on a firm basl^. They 
receive the unqualified support of our most prominent citizens, and the 
good work they are doing is acknowledged by all. A few years ago we la- 
bored under difficulties, such as cramped us, and sent most of the advanced 
pupils to private seminaries and select schools in the town. Fortunately 
this is no longer the case. Our ablest scholars are found now in our pub- 
lic high school, and they feel proud of the position they hold, and the privi- 
leges they are accorded. 

Course of Study, — We have lately adopted a course of study covering a 
space of eleven years, supposing the child to be placed in our hands with- 
out previous instruction, as is usually the case. The course is divided as 
follows: Primary, two years; secondary, two years; intermediate, two 
years ; grammar, two years, and high school, three years. The high school 
course is about equivalent to the elementary course in our State Normal 
schools, embracing an optional course of three years in Latin. Considerable 
attention is paid to the study of the English language. We require pupils 
to complete and be examined in mental arithmetic, geography and written 
arithmetic, before admission into the high school. Pupils in the high school, 
on the completion of the course, are granted an appropriate diploma, set- 
ting forth the studies in which the candidate has graduated, signed by the 
City Superintendent, the president and the secretary of the board, and the 
principal of the high school. At present we have two divisions of the 
high school for the diff*crent sexes, a mistake which we hope to remedy in 
the future. 

Examinations, for pVomotion, are held at the close of each term, and 
tickets of transfer given to those only who prove qualified to enter a higher 
grade. These examinations are conducted, in the main, by the City Super- 
intendent. When conducted by the teachers, the examination is written, 
the questions being first submitted to the Superintendent for his approval, 
and the written answers are also handed to him for examiuation. In all 
cases the City Superintendent alone is empowered to make promotions. 

Teachers' Salaries throughout the State are too low, and our city is not 
an exception. On this account school boards are frequently shut oat from 
the selection of the best material^ With us, at present, there seems to be 
a necessity, to some extent, for low salaries. A few years ago a fine baild- 
ing, costing upwards of thirty thousand dollars, was erected, and a year or 
two later the old court house was purchased and converted into a school 
bouse for the First ward. These buildings are not yet wholly paid for, and 
our taxes are necessarily high, two per cent., for school and building pur- 
poses. 
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Our teachers, in geDeral, are earnest and energetic, and seem anxious to 
do the best for their schools ; but we are, by no means, lacking in evidence 
that a good Normal school, at this point, is a pressing necessity. Much as 
we are encouraged with the progress 6ur schools have made, wo feel that 
Normal professional training would vastly improve our teaching force, and 
enable our teachers to accomplish more for the schools. We look forward 
hopefully for the realization of our dreams, and the fulfilment of our de- 
sires in this matter. 

The number of our schools is, at present, twenty-four, and there seems 
to be a necessity for at least three additional primaries. 

One of the greatest difficulties we have had to contend with, is irregu- 
larity of attendance. Latterly the board of directors has adopted such 
i-ules, and empowered the City Superintendent to enforce them, as will, we 
think, mitigate, if not entirely overcome the evil. Thus far but little oppo- 
sition has been encountered, and what has been brought forth, has been 
speedily overcome by the united action of Superintendent and teachers. — 
The patrons seem to admit the necessity of these rules, and not only^cbeer- 
fully endorse them, but also lend a helping hand in their enforcement. 

We experience some difficulty in keeping the boys' department, of the 
high school, full and up to the standard. Many of those who attend, leave 
us early in spring to work in the saw-mills, and nearly all quit the school 
before the age of sixteen, for the purpose of learning a trade or entering 
upon clerkships. 

Visits are made by the City Superintendent to all the schools of the city 
from two to three times a month. Suggestions as to methods, discipline, 
&c., are made privately to the teachers in charge at the time of the visit, 
and all cases of failure reported to the board. Much good can be done by 
making kindly criticisms of methods and discipline. The influence of the 
Superintendent's visits is beneficial to both teacher and school, though he 
say nothing whatever. But we should have more visits from parents and 
directors. There is no duty on the part of directors and parents more 
plain than this, and probably none in which both more frequently fail. We 
feel that pupils and teachers both, would enter upon their work with more 
spirit and zeal, if parents would only manifest their interest in the school 
work, by now and then cheering the school room with their presence. 

Finally, while we feel that our teachers, pupils and directors deserve 
much credit and praise for the headway we have made in the past few years, 
there la still great room for improvement, and we are looking forward anxi- 
ously to the day when the dignity and importance of the teacher's work 
will be not only more thoroughly appreciated by our teachers themselves, 
but also more highly respected, and more substantially remunerated, by 
the public at large. 
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MEADVILLE.— Georoe W. Haskins. 

OwiDg to tbe Bhortness of the time I have been connected with the scbools, 
I cannot speak of their general management during the year. I believe it 
has been very similar to that of the previous year detailed by my prede- 
cessor in his report for that year. Nor am I able to compare the progress 
of tbe year, with that of preceding years. The sickness and change of 
teachers which occurred during the year, could not but affect tbe schools 
unfavorably, otherwise they, no doubt, compare favorably with other years. 

The buildings, grounds and appliances for school purposes, except appa- 
ratus and libraries, are all that could be desired. In the Second district, 
there is quite a good reference library, and fair apparatus procured witl* 
the annual proceeds of the Huidekoper fund. The foundation of a refer- 
ence library was laid in the First district, two and a half years ago, by the 
purchase of the New American Cyclopaedia, with the Dr. Lamater fund, but 
nothing has since been done. There is no apparatus, not ev^n a globe. 
The apparatus in the high school is the very imperfect remains of what 
was secured many years ago. The library has not increased for a number 
of years. It is a matter of regret that the " academy fund" could not have 
been kept for a library and apparatus fund, but had to be appropriated for 
the purpose of repairing the building. 

During the year, the time required for completing the course of study in 
our schools, has been extended from eleven to twelve years, by making 
four years in the high school, instead of three. This was done by lowering 
the standard for admission somewhat, and by adding a few studies to the 
course. This year the M and L classes (formerly the primary grade) have 
had but half day sessions, and one teacher has thus taught two sets of 
scholars. It is thought it worked very well, and that with proper arrange- 
ment and care, as good results can be secured with children of that age, 
with half day as whole day sessions. 

The school year was begun, and the schools were started on the basis of 
ten months school, but after having seven months, it was determined to cut 
the school year down to nine months. This action, after the arrangements 
had been made for ten months, and the schools conducted with reference 
thereto, quite seriously affected the schools. This shortening of the year, 
was the result of inconsiderate action and the want of careful calculation of 
expenses at the first of the year. The tax was laid first without proper 
reference to the expenses, which were determined afterward, not upon a 
general plan with reference to the money raised, but item by item upon ne- 
cessity or expediency as the case arose. It is greatly to be hoped that here- 
after the length of the school year will be the first thing determined, then 
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the necessary expense of condacting the schools for this time, and a tax 
laid requisite to meet this expense with a reasonable surplus for unforeseen 
contingencies. The whole plan of the schools for the year should be deter- 
mined at the beginning of the year, and changes duriugthe year should be 
introduced very cautiously. 

The number of pupils attending the schools this year, has been two hun- 
dred less than last year, if the number reported was correct. This falling 
off is unexplained. Nor has the i)ercentage of attendance for the whole 
year been what I had been led to expect. 

The Teachers' Institute held its sessions every Monday evening, while 
the schools were in session. In addition to the general exercises, class re- 
citations were conducted by the faithful principal of the high school. 

The spirit of the people seems to be fairly in accord with the public 
schools. 

If the amount of work done so far for the year 1872-3, is an indication, 
the board of control is a faithful and harmonious body of workers. 



NORRISTOWN.— Jos. K. Gotwals. 

The present and first Superintendent of Norristown, has been in commis- 
sion since the first of June last ; therefore, the report, so far as it relates to 
his official labors, must be brief. His connection with the schools of the 
borough extends over a period of twelve years ; during that time the num- 
ber of teachers has increased from twenty to thirty-two. That there is a 

•x, 

great work to do is evident, especially do the schools of the lower grades 
need careful supervision, where teachers are so frequently changed — here 
the teacher needs aid and encouragement. That the labor of the faithful 
primary teacher is not sufficiently remunerated and appreciated, is plainly 
seen and felt by those who are at all familiar with the work to be done. It 
is here that the professional teacher is needed, the one who truly possesses 
that essential qualification, '^aptness to teach." Our board appointed a 
committee of three of their number to revise the course of instruction, who, 
aided by the Superintendent, revised the same from the lowest to the high- 
est grades. 

Our schools consist of ten grammar, nine secondary, twelve primary and 
one ungraded colored school. The first division of the grammar school is 
known by the name of Grammar and High school. 

The branches taught in these departments will be fully specified at the 
proper time. No pains are spared to give the youth of our town every op" 
portunity to obtain a liberal education. 
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The board consists of ten men — two from each ward. They are men well 
qualified for the office, and make great efforts to do that which is for the 
best interests of our schools, and to bring them to the highest standard of 
usefulness, and are ready to sustain the teacher in every effort towards ad- 
vancement. Several important changes have been made in the different de- 
partments, which will be fully described in my annual report at the close of 
the school year. 

From the desire to improve the means and appliances of the teachers oa 
the part of the board, the prospects for the future are quite encouraging. 
The teachers have entered upon their labors with a marked degree of ear- 
nestness, and seem desirous to discharge their duties faithfully. There is 
already noticed on the part of many, a desire to become familiar with the 
best methods of instruction ; if this desire becomes universal, great pro- 
gress may be expected. 

On the third Saturday of each month, there will be held an institute, 
which all teachers are required to attend. During the past two years, there 
was held an institute once every two weeks, but was not attended as it 
should have been. In this it is hoped there will be progress, and the good 
which can be accomplished, will be accomplished here. The Superinten- 
dent is required to devote half of the regular school hours each day to 
teaching several classes in the highest'' department of male and female ; the 
remainder of the time to be spent in visiting schools, and giving instruc- 
tion when thought advisable. 

There will be an effort made on his part to effect a stronger co-operation 
between patron and teacher. It is to be regretted, that parents have not thus 
far availed themselves of the opportunity granted them to visit the schools, 
and show that they feel that interest in the education of their children they 
should feel, and at the same time encourage teacher and pupil. It is de- 
sired that the board, teachers and Superintendent, may all work in har- 
mon}', having the one great object in view, to raise the public schools to 
the highest possible standard, and thus help on this great work of edu- 
cation. 



PITTSBURG.— Geoege J. Luokbt. 

During the school year which closed on the first of Jane, 1872, little 
transpired in connection with our public schools that is worthy of note, the 
methods of teaching, the course of study, and the grade remaining the 
same as for the previous year. 
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Music is taught in all the schools, and imitation and free hand drawing 
are taught as well as it is practicable to do so without the aid of a special 
teacher. 

School Buildings. — The Central High school building, the corner stone 
of which was laid on the 30th of September, 18G9, was formally dedicated 
on the 13th of October, the pupils of the public schools of the city, to the 
number of four thousand, participating in the exercises. 

The school boards of the Liberty, the Lawrence, the SpringQeld and the 
Peebles district, have each completed and furnished a beautiful and com- 
modious building during the year. 

Every district in the city, except the Hancock, has now ample school 
accommodation, and with two or three exceptions every school building in 
the city is up to the requirements of the age in convenience, comfort and 
architectural beauty. 

The school property of the city now consists of thirtj'^-four school build- 
ings, with their accompanying grounds, valued in round numbers at one 
million four hundred thousand dollars. Sixteen of these buildings have 
been completed during the last four years, at a cost of over nine hundred 
thousand dollars, (including grounds,) and twelve of these are in the terri- 
tory annexed to the city in 1868. 

These facts will be better understood by an examination of the following 
table : 



OI^D DISTRICT. 



Name, Valtte, 

Duquesne ^40, 000 

TTr^i-K^o ^ Forbes street 25,000 

loroes < s^j^j^jn^j avenue 6,000 

Franklin 25,000 

Grant 60,000 

Hancock* 16, 000 

High* 225,000 

Moorhead* 100,000 

Miller Street 20,oeO 

North 45,000 

O'Hara 45,000 

Ralston 102, 000 

South. 60, 000 

Springfield* 65,000 



g832,000 



NEW DISTRICT. 



Name, 

Colfax 

Hiland* 

TT^-r„^^^ Bloomfield* 

Howard I p^^l^* 

Lawrence* 

Liberty* 

C Frankstown* 

Lincoln < Lemin^tou 

i River Side.. 

•.«.. ... ( Centre avenue 

MinersvUle u^^igonvme ......: 

Mt. Albion ^^-z:.:::::::::. 

Oakland \ B«lJ«fi«M» 

I 8<>n(>* 

( Uazlewood* 

Peebles J Hill ....^ 

( Hrown's 

TVo^Kj^^f^^ S Fortieth street*. .. 
Washington | Hatfield*. 



I 



Valur. 

§13,000 

60,000 

40,000 

40,000 

65,000 

65, 000 

55,000 

1,000 

3,000 

12,000 

8,000 

6,000 

6,000 

55,000 

56,000 

25,000 

1,000 

500 

4% 000 

10,000 

1 665.50 



Total valae of Bohool property f 1, 897, 500 



*Bailt sinco oonsolidatiou. 
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The following table gives a compftrative view of the school system of 
Pittsburg since its establishment as a separate district in 1855 : 
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14,073 



■ POTTSVILLE— B. F. Pattbrsos. 

Irregular attendance is one of the great drawbacks to the progress of 
our schools. During the year just closed, the entire enrolment was 3,45T. 
The average monthly enrolment was 1,863. The average daily attendance 
1,565. These figures show that about six hundred pupils are only nomi- 
nally connected with the schools. 

But the diffecence between the annual enrolment and the average monthly 
enrolment, is not confined to the-same six hundred. It would be better for 
the schools If they were. Many are re-admitted three or four times during 
the year, while as many, who were previously on the roll, leave for a month 
or two, thus, in all probability, increasing the number to one thousand who 
are in and out, by fits and starts, during the entire term ; whoso work, 
out of school, is of BHch a trifling nature, as to unfit them for study during 
the short time they are in school. 

Then taking the monthly enrolment, (which partly includes the former 
doss,) we find an average of three hundred out every day. Three hundred 
of those who are making it their business to go to school in the mean time. 

This gives every teacher in the schools an average number of seven ab- 
sences per day. An average of about three pupils absent from every reci> 
tation heard during the term. These pupils, who are absent to-day, may be 
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in to-morrow, when it will be necessary for the teacher to spend, at least, 
half the time devoted to each class, in trying to bring forward those who 
are ignorant of the principles taught in their absence. Nor is the injury 
confined to the mere loss of time in itself. Three pupils, at every recita- 
tion, are a dead drag upon the whole class, necessitating the repetition of 
a lesson to-morrow, which, but for the drones, would have been completed 
to-day. Thus breaking in upon the time, and retarding those who, other- 
wise, would make rapid progress. Moreover, the pupil who has been out a 
day, a week or a month, and is behind in his studies, does not come back 
refreshed and determined to catch up to his class-mates, but being discour- 
aged, sits down and spends his time in trying to conjure up some excuse 
by which he may stay out to-morrow, and thus evade the work which has 
accumulated on his hands. This kind of work forms a habit which will go 
with the individual through life. As a boy goes to school, so will he do 
business during the remainder of his time. The good to be derived from 
our schools is not entirely confined to principles learned and facts stored 
up, but much depends upon regular find punctual business habits, which 
strict school discipline alone can establish. A school boy's record is the 
exponent of the future man. The rolls of our schools point out to-day, 
with unerring certainty, scores of boys who are as sure to spend their whole 
lives in loafing, as that seed time and harvest will return in their appointed 
time. ^' Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will 
not depart from it," is a law no less certain in its cfi'ects, than that which binds 
Arcturus. If we could remove all unnecessary irregularity in attendance, 
we could do double the amount of good that we are able to do under the 
present circumstances. The co-operation of parent and teacher is the only 
means by which this end can be accomplished. And it is the duty of the 
teacher to work the matter up. He is in the position to see all these evils, 
and to know their cause and effect, while the parent being absorbed in the 
affairs of his own calling, forgets the things that he supposes to be of minor 
importance, until they are intelligently and forcibly brought before him by 
one whose business it is to take charge of that part of his business. Every 
teacher is an agent in the employment of his fellow-citizens, and it is his 
duty to report to them whenever the work does not go on smoothly and sat- 
isfactorily. 

Every teacher should be a true shepherd of the flock over which he or she 
presides, and as such their first care should be to look after those that are 
absent. Nothing will interest a thoughtless parent sooner than for a teacher 
to make that sacrifice, which shows that the heart is in the work. 

Every teacher should be able not only, but willing to instruct, advise and 
persuade parents with regard to the welfare of their children. Incapacity 



£38 READING. 

or unwillingness to perform these duties on the part of teachers, should be 
sullicicnt evidence that they had missed their calling. 

In May, 1867, taking charge of the schools, I found the following statis- 
tics upon the subject of reading : 
1 7 per cent, of the children were in the speller. 
21. ..do do do 1st reader. 



26.. .do.. . . 

23. . . do 

11.. .do. . . . 
2.. .do. . . . 



. . do do , 2d . . do. 

. . do do 3d . . do. 

..do dO'. 4th..do. 

. . do do 5tb..do. 

In May, 1872, we find upon the same subject, the following iigures : 
1 7 per cent, are in the speller. 

6. . . do do 1 st reader. 

9. . . do .do 2d . . do. 

8. . . do do 3d . . do. 

26... do do 4th...do. 

34. . . do do 5th...do. 

At the same rate of progress we will be able, by another year, to reduce 
the number in the Fourth reader to about eight per cent., thereby increas- 
ing the number in the Fifth reader to fifty-two per cent, of all the pupils in 
the schools. 

As an evidence that our schools have made corresponding progress in all 
the other branches, we find that, as a general rule, the lower classes of each 
school are crowding upon those that are a year older in the same studies, 
and, in many cases, two or three years older in time. This shows the effect 
of better work in the primary schools. As an evidence that our schools 
are growing in public favor, we have received, this year, many children into 
the public schools whose parents have, heretofore, always patronized the 
private schools. 



READING Thomas Severn. 

The public schools of the Reading school district are governed and man- 
aged by a board of control, composed of thirty-six directors, elected by the 
citizens — four from each of the nine wards of the city. They hold regulrir 
monthly meetings to transact business pertaining to the schools. 

The school district is divided into six sections. Each section has its 
grammar, secondary and primary schools. There is a high school for the 
district. The high school has an able facult}', consisting of a principal, 
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three male and four female assistants. Course of study at the high school — 
a thorough English education, mathematics, Gennan, French, Latin and 
Greek. 

The first, second, third, fourth and fifth sections have each a male and 
female grammar school ; the sixth section a grammar school of both sexes, 
making eleven grammar schools in the district. Each grammar school is 
divided into three classes — first, second and third. There are annual pro- 
motions from the first class to the high school. There are thirteen secon- 
dary schools in the die^trict. The first, second, third and fifth sections have 
each a male and female secondary school, each divided into two divisions, 
and each division into three classes. The fourth section has two secondary, 
one male and one female, each divided into two divisions, and each divi- 
sion into three classes ; also two male and two female of one division each, 
each division into three classes. The sixth section has two secondary schools, 

• 

one male and one female of one division each, and divided into three classes, 
making twenty-six schools all taught by females, each division having a 
teacher. There are thirty- three primary schools in the district of two di- 
visions each, each division divided into three classes, making sixty-six 
schools, all taught by females, each division having a teacher. There is 
also one colored school of both sexes, taught by a colored male teacher. 

Whole number of teachers employed in the district in the difierent grades 
and divisions, are one hundred and twelve. Eight in the high school ; 
eleven in the grammar schools ; twent^'-six in the secondary, and sixty-seven 
in the primary schools. • 

Salaries of high school teachers vary from $40 to $150 a month ; gram- 
mar school, from $40 to $45 ; secondary, $23 to $30 ; primary, $20 to $20 
a month. 

Number of pupils in attendance at the close of the school year ending June 
30, 18T2, five thousand. The attendance of pupils at the schools up to 
March was large ; from that time till the close of the school term, the num^ 
her on the rolls was greatly reduced on account of prevailing sickness iu 
the city. 

Much interest is taken by all classes in the public schools of this district. 
The wealthy as well as the poor are gratified at the success of public edu- 
cation ; and it certainly has been a success, for we see the children of all 
classes passiug together from the lowest to the highest grades of schools, 
graduating at the high school and occupying, side by side, positions of 
honor and trust. 

The text-books throughout the district are uniform in all the correspond- 
ing grades and classes of each section. 

The school property of the district consists of nine first class brick build- 
ings, four second class and three third, all having ample, shaded grounds. 
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One first-class brick building bas been contracted for, to be built and read}' 
for use by the first of November next ; also a brick school house for colored 
children, to be built and ready for use by the first of January'-, 1873. 

The board of control established, in 1862, a District Normal school for 
teachers in the employ of of the board, who arc required to attend the 
same every Saturday morning from 9 till 11 o^clock. The Principal and 
first assistant of the high school are the teachers. The object of the board 
in establishing the Normal School is to better qualify the teachers of pub- 
lic schools to discharge their duties. No teacher is exempt from attending 
the same, except those who have taught four years and attained, by regular 
attendance, perfect recitations and correct deportment, an average standing 
adopted by the Normal School committee. 

The board, in 1867, established a District Teachers' Institute, that is re- 
quired to hold monthly sessions for the discussion of literary subjects con. 
nected with the profession, the interest of the schools, books, &c. The 
meetings are generally well attended. 

The work of the Superintendent of this district is not light. To visit 
over one hundred schools, each teacher having a school ; grade and classify 
five to six thousand pupils, examine classes in all the divisions and grades 
for promotion, require both mental and phj^sical labor. Not only every 
hour the schools are in session, but as many more must the Superintendent 
daily devote to discharge his professional duties. 

In conclusion, the Superintendent acknowledges, with pleasure, that 
though his duties are laborious, yet the kind co-operation of the board in 
the discharge of his labors, makes his task pleasant. 



SCRANTON Joseph Roney. 

We have nine school houses, three of which may be considered first-class 
school buildings. In August last, school house No. 3, a three storied brick 
building was destroyed by fire ; but by the energy of the'school board, a 
lirst-class building, larger and far better adapted to school purposes, was 
erected in its place and ready lor occupancy on the first of May. 

No. 5. A building containing two rooms and three grades, was enlarged 
by the addition of another room, so that the three grades are now taught 
by three teachers, each having a separate room. 

No. 1. High school building was enlarged by the addition of two commo- 
dious rooms, one of which is used by the directors and Superintendent, and 
the other for recitation purposes. 
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No. 9. A three storied brick building, containing three large rooms, was 
completed in August last, and ready for occupancy on the 1st of September. 

Furniture. — The fhrniture placed in the new buildings was manufactured 
by Wachob & Co., Scranton, and is of the most approved kind. The ex- 
periment of heating by steam has been successfully tried in the school build- 
ing No. 3. 

There is still to be seen in several rooms, a rather antiquated style of 
furniture, but this is being constantly diminished, and is destined soon to 
disappear. 

Schools. — We have fifty schools, allowing each teacher to represent a 
school. The schools are all graded and well classified. 

District InstUiUea. — Twenty District Institutes were held during the 
year, with a percentage of attendance by the teachers of ninety-seven. 
Members of the school board were always present once, and frequently twice 
each month. 

Examinations. — Three public and two special examinations were held. 
Sixty applicants were examined, forty-five of whom received certificates 
and fifteen were rejected. The average grade of certificate given was two 
and nineteen hundredths. 

Professional Certificates. — During the year professional certificates were 
granted to ten lady teachers, who had each taught three years, and who 
had distinguished themselves as earnest and successful teachers. 

School Attendance. — ^The prevalence of black fever and small-pox in 
various parts of the city during the months of March, April, May and 
June, caused a greatly diminished attendance in those localities where these 
diseases most prevailed. Several schools were closed for weeks. 

SuperintendenVs Work. — The Superintendent taught two hundred and 
fifty sessions in the high and grammar schools ; eighty-nine sessions in the 
evening schools ; made seventy-eight visits to the schools in the outer sec- 
tions; visited schools in the central graded, <;No. 1,) daily; held twenty 
District Institutes ; three public and two special examinations ; examined 
and promoted pupils from time to time as their progress and the interest 
of the schools demanded, and presented one annual and twelve monthly re* 
ports to the school board. 
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TITUSVILLE.— H. C. Bosley. 

Buildings. — The rapid growth of our schools during the past few years, 
has kept nearly all the rooms in a very crowded condition. The pressure 
has been relieved from time to time by the renting of rooms and erection 
of new buildings. One new building has been erected during each of the 
last two years, and one is projected and will be ready for use next year. 
The desire of our directors to provide new buildings, equal to the demand, 
is restrained only by the condition of the treasury. We are at present 
more nearly accommodated for room than we have been for several years. 

Grades. — Our schools are graded as primary, intermediate, grammar and 
high schools. Pupils are promoted from grade to grade after examinations, 
oral in the primary departments ; partly oral and partly written in the in- 
termediate and grammar departments, and wholly written in the high 
school. 

Course of Study. — We believe our course of study is judicious, well de- 
fined, and thoroughly and rapidly progressive. Reading is taught by a 
combination of the word-object and phonic methods. Much attention is 
given to expression, based upon a knowledge of the words, singly and in 
combination. 

Language, — The cultivation of the power to express thought in written 
and oral language is carefully attended to. Beginning in the primaries 
with "building cards;" continuing in the intermediate and higher depart- 
ments, with strictly progressive daily exercises in the oral and written ex- 
pression of the pupil's own thoughts <>n assigned subjects, we find that the 
proper use of language, suitable to the grade of the pupil, is as easily and 
pleasantly learned as are the pn'nciples and facts of any of the topics pur- 
sued. The old notion that '' composition writing " should only be intro- 
troduced into the higher c;lasses, and then as an occasional exercise, is, with 
ua, entirely abandoned- Our pupils have no more dread of expressing their 
thoughts in written language than they have of preparing a lesson in read- 
ing, geography, or arithmetic, and the results are equally satisfactory. 

Music — Tfi*3 elements of music have been taught in some of our rooms ; 
aod here«il«r, by the recent action of our board, the science of music will 
form ^ part of the daily instruction in every department, from the prim- 
ary to to the high school, inclusive. 

High School — The course of study in the high school will, we think, 
compare favorably with that of similar institutions. Provision is made for 
instruction in the higher English and mathematical studies, in the sciences, 
and in French, German, Latin and Greek. 
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AUendance. — From a careful comparison of the monthly reports of the 
past year, we. gather the following facts : 1st. The percentage of attend- 
ance during the entire year was very uniform, varying only from 82i^^''J to 
87-,*0V P^r ^6'^** 2d. The average attendance for the year was 84jy^ per 
cent. 3d. The largest total attendance was in May ; the next largest in 
February ; the smallest in September, and the next smallest in June. 4th. 
The variation in average attendance was only fifty-three, (53), and in total 
attendance only fifty-five, (55). 5th. The highest average attendance in any 
room during any month of the year was 98 per cent., and the smallest 55 
per cent., which was in one of the primaries, in January. 

Conclusion, — Iiv conclusion we would briefly say, that our schools have 
prospered, during the year, beyond our brightest anticipations. All the 
teachers have been devoted to their work, and have vied with each other in 
friendly rivalry for the palm of greatest average merit. The board of direc- 
tors has, as a rule, provided all needed facilities, and has co-operated with 
the Superintendent in his efforts for the advancement of the schools. Wo 
are prepared to enter upon a new year of labor and hoped-for success with 
the experience and encouragements of the past to guide and assist us, and 
we confidently expect that the accomplishments of the coming year will 
greatly exceed those of the year just completed. 



WILKESBARRE. 

Our work in the schools of the Third district, during the year now closed, 
has been attended by success that calls for grateful mention of Divine favor. 
Whatever has appeared to interrupt the uniformity of our progress, has 
been but an evidence of our growth, conformable to nature, whether we re- 
gard the analogies of crystallization or of organic development. Some- 
times attractions are so nicely balanced that disturbances are required to 
induce particles to arrange themselves in lines of beauty. The storm may 
dispose the tree to strike its roots deeper and wider for a more luxuriant 
coronal of foliage ; greater vigor may result from trial. We have felt dis- 
turbances, but we are constrained to think that we grow. 

In maturing the organization of this infant city, our school districts have 
been subject to considerable change, unhappily affecting the grading of our 
departments. It is yet too little, possibly to approximate, what, numeri- 
cally, shall be the condition of the several grades from year to year, the 
ratio of promoted pupils to those who must be retained for better prepara- 
tion to go higher, or the ratio of such as are unpromoted to the number of 
applicants for admission at the opening of the term. The discover^' of suck 
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a law must follow a better organization. As our boundaries become fixed, 
we may have the age and condition of every child in the district so well 
known as to forbid the present frequent pouring in at higher points of un- 
prepared or ill-prepared material. The primaries should do their work in 
proper order, and advanced grades be saved primary work. May it be 
hastened. 

Attendant upon these changes m districting: the city, we must record the 
loss of one of our controllers, whose work in the organization of the 
schools has become a chapter in the history of this city that 'every citizen 
correctly estimates. Henry M. Hoyt^was the the first to express any dis- 
satisfaction with the facilities, six years ago,|at the command of the board ; 
the first to move in the direction of building such school houses as might 
supersede annual repairs to make them convenient or even fit for occupancy ; 
the first to advocale the organization of a system of instruction that would 
afibrd all classes a thorough, broad and practical education, and at the same 
time be so comprehensive and complete, in a culminating high school, that 
the more wealthy classes might not be required to send their children away 
from home to enjoy opportunities that can as well be afforded here. The 
Franklin Grammar school must stand a monument of his tact, taste and 
determination. Whether such a man, devoted to a more advanced system 
of education, can be allowed by the people to remain long out of the school 
board, must be determined by their voice and their influence over him. The 
work that he, and others with him, have done for these schools should 
prompt our people to select successors worthy of them. 

I have another trial to record in the call of new principals to take charge 
of our two larger buildings — T. H. Bean to the High School, and L« H. 
Taylor to the Franklin Grammar School. Their success has been eminent, 
but there are always some who have not been reached by the truth con- 
tained in the words of Emerson — "^o man*8 place is ever filled." Some 
do not stop to think that the place is changed, at the removal of the man. 
How many fail to take the broad view of Divine Providence, that sastains 
every truly wise observer of lifers changes — that in every noble enterprise, 
aiming at the good of society, the demand and the supply co-ordinate 1 
Such persons become a great drawback to an enterprise by more than wish- 
ing that things were otherwise. They seem to do their best to make them 
otherwise than they should be. By disparaging and croaking they destroy 
the comfort of the workers, check advance and re-iterate their ill-bodings 
upon the evil time on which they have fallen. How one fly may irritate 1 
How one tongue may detract 1 How ''much good one sinner may destroy !" 

Too many fall to perceive the harmony and symmetry between contrasted 
temperaments and measures. The relation subsisting between workmen 
or measures that follow and supplement each other. The pioneer that car- 
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ries the axe has a bold and unrelenting stroke ; the forest rings with the 
echo, as the crash is heard afar. He who succeeds and enters into the re- 
sults of this hardy enterprise, must not be condemned because his work is 
unattended by the crash of trees, or by the scattering of the unbroken for- 
est gloom in the sudden letting-in of sunlight. 

It required some time to secure satisfactory order and progress. A body 
of controllers may not fully seize the essential meaning of the term descrip- 
tive of their office, and so far from controlling^ may appear to throw the 
reins over the necks of insubordinate pupils. One act of decision and of 
official dignity would at once put an end to vicious insubordination, and to 
such lamentable effect of parental indulgence. 

Our school buildings, with the exception of a disreputable wooden build- 
ing for the colored children, in a disagreeable alley, are now limited to two. 
These are brick, and three story. To one of these, the more elegant, I have 
already referred as most creditable to our city. The other has proven so 
inadequate and objectionable, six years of effort to make it suitable having 
passed over it in vain, our board are purposing the erection of one more spa- 
cious, and in all respects better suited to the enterprise that has developed 
under their management. They also are intent upon a reputable site for a 
convenient building, that shall draw the colored school out of its alley 
and thereby dispense justice which has so long been delayed. 

To pass from edifices and discipline, I am pleased to report a degree of 
progress precisely commensurate with the capability and fidelity of teach- 
ers. Good work has been done by very many. But unless all in a graded 
school do tbeir work well, what can be expected from the resultant at the 
higher points ? Want of attention to any essential part of machinery, by 
which even a pin is manufactured, cannot be excused ; is it any more wise 
to allow poorly fitted workmen in a[school? If one fails to do her work 
well, who can leave hers to repair the damage ? All our teachers at higher 
points have too much of this to do. It is deplorable. What help can be 
found, if our boards allow suitable workmen to hinder and to spoil ? We 
must have teachers of greater devotion to their profession, of broader cul- 
ture, of more decided ambition and conscientiousness. Every honest and. 
honorable controller must feel this ; the voice of society, could it be heard, 
would be understood to demand this ; the defective education of so many 
would prompt a bitter lamentation over the deficiencies of our school sys* 
tem, when misapplied or maladmlnlstered. 

It is pleasant to refer to some of our notable successes, and in this his- 
toric niche place the names of two boys who, with great honor to them- 
selves and to common schools, have been received at the two schools pre- 
paratory to our National service — Annapolis and West Point. George H. 
Peters has for some time maintained an exceedingly honorable standing at 
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Annapolis, and Robert I. Chahoon has just entered at West Point, after 
having admirably snstained a competitive examination appoifited by our 
representative, Hon. L. D. Shoemaker. Thus do the schools of the people 
appear to be answering the expectations of the people, and affording means 
of defence that may truly •'constitute a State." 

In view of the considerable diversity in the character of diplomas, certifi- 
cates, &c., held by applicants for situations in our schools, and inasmuch as 
our board had already employed their teachers without any provision being 
made for an examination of them, I drew up ten questions to be answered 
in writing by each teacher employed, my aim being to determine the extent 
of opportunity enjoyed and faithfully improved by each, and the probability 
of each being fitted for the work of teaching. Theso questions bore upon 
their use of the several text books of a comprehensive English course of 
study— grammar, rhetoric, philosophy, (natural, mental and moral,) chem- 
istry, science of teaching, use of educational monthlies and use of diction- 
ary ; besides, the critical study of the several branches, and the length of 
lime devoted to teaching. The replies certified unusually good opportuni- 
ties at one time enjoyed ; but so many had passed long intervals without 
any re-examination of the studies, they were disposed to express a doubt 
in regard to the vitality of the information acquired. The influence of the 
grammar and of the rhetoric failed to appear in the style of too many 
answers ; and one, in her haste (?), returned circular, envelope and all, her 
answers written with a lead t)encil — all without apology! It may be op- 
portune to remark, here, that the character of communications made by 
teachers applying for situations in our schools is hardly in keeping with the 
profession. The effect of self instruction and constant opportunity for cul- 
ture fails to appear in their letters, so far as regards the essential qualities 
of a correct style. How serious and lamentable the influence of such 
models that must daily appear before the young ! Is it surprising that we 
have returned to the method generally adopted, and that we now repeat the 
examination of teachers, in hope of inciting applicants to study ? 

The only change made in our course of study is in the introduction of 
drawing, and we are pleased to report good results from the Uvse of the 
Bartholomew series in the several grades, from the lowest primary to the 
high school. But little time has been at our command for this exercise ; 
and yet it seems to have awakened bo little interest in pupils, besides hav- 
ing proven a means of refreshment and relief, amid the varieties of labor 
in study. I cannot but think that we may reasonably expect this training 
of the hand to result, eventually, in the pupiPs fitness to accomplish some- 
thing more successfully in the mechanic arts. It is to this that we look, 
even more than to any result associated with the idea of culture ; while, in 
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all probability, maoy may be satisfied with the latter. lu either respect, it 
lias fully compeDsated for the time and effort given to it. 

It would please me to publish far and wide some enlarged beneficence of 
our board towards their schools, in the supply of the various material that 
teachers in every grade need to increase their efl3ciency and success. Too 
often may a board feel that duty is completely discharged when a school 
house is erected, overlooking the fact that the greater displa}' of mere archi- 
tecture, while the inner adornments or mental and material means of power 
are disregarded, must draw attention to the shocking emptiness of the un- 
occupied misapplied space. A school is not a mere building, a capacity to 
be filled with precious youth, irrespective of the purpose for which they 
are gathered there. How often are the^' packed in and given over to the 
tender mercies of those whose fitness is all unknown and often uninquilred 
about by controllers that arc answerable to man and to God, call for su- 
perior means and more capable ministration in behalf of these masses of 
immortals. And how often do we hear a penurious remonstrance that to 
our superior sense savors little of true and noble economy — rather rouses 
our suspicions and a righteous indignation I A board of controllers, as 
estimated by us, amid the noble symbols of power, possibility and oppor- 
tunity, are to be conservators amid that which might prove too rash and 
revolutionar}', but a propelling force to illustrate energy and conscientious 
regard for action amid those who are " settled upon their lees." It is for 
them to listen attentively for the Voice that, above all partisanship and 
base policies, pierces the cloud an^ bids leaders say to the people. Go for- 
ward! Ever and anon we seem to have such a board. Some such men 
we have had in the board, from the first of this noble enterprise. Had all 
been such, how great the glory that would have attended us ! 

There is not within the district any private school whose effort is to di- 
vert attention or patronage from the common school system. Two ladies, 
of long experience in teaching children, still offer the advantages of primary 
instruction ; but any considerable talent secured by our board in their 
teachers for the primary grades often renders these young pupils in -the 
private schools uneasy to join the throng; and only a just estimate of the 
worth of well qualified primary teachers, shown in the salary offered them, 
would be needed to supersede the demand for private schools. Why should 
these common schools prove deficient at any point ? Let our board an- 
swer. 

Passing to the other extreme, I have to report the establishment among 
us of a classical, mathematical and English school, an opening for which, 
as I remarked in a late report, has been making for some time. The prin- 
cipal is Wm. R. Kingman, A. M., formerl3' principal of the high school, 
Charleston, South Carolina. We heartily welcome this gentleman of culture. 
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and have already, as engaged in our common school work, enjoyed the testi- 
mony of his confidence and best wishes. We cannot see any conflict between 
the interests represented by these two orders of schools. Our community is 
large and wealthy ; but there seems to be a great falling off from the ambition 
and noble purposes of an earlier day, to have children well grounded in 
the principles of language, by means of those incomparable models afforded 
in the Greek and Latin languages. The false estimate appears in the jeal- 
ousy attested, when we advocate a careful and systematic introduction of 
them into a common school, certainly a high school course. We hail the 
advent of Mr. Kingman, not only for his cultivation as a scholar and a gen* 
tleman, but feeling that his presence and effort must have an advantageous 
influence in our community, in raising the standard of scholarship in the 
schools, and in inducing a purer desire for learning and culture. May he 
have the best and most speedy success. 

In regard to moral instruction, can I fail to add my testimony f Our 
State reports have been severely commented upon. Of my own it was re- 
marked, last year, '^A heathen might have written it." It is unjust to sup- 
pose that silence upon the subject must needs indicate a want of interest in 
it, or want of attention to it. We have had very many excellent, God-hon- 
oring teachers — ^teachers whose hearts are no strangers to the purest love of 
the pupil. At the close of the last term, I endeavored to secure fullness of 
testimony upon this subject, and addressed every teacher so many ques- 
tions upon the' individual's responsibility in forming the pupil's moral char- 
acter as might delicately let me into t\k history of each one's work, as I 
could not in any other observe it. I was pleased to find a marked uniformity 
in acknowledging the responsibility, and an assurance that the responsibility 
had been discharged in every way that seemed justly and judiciously avail- 
able. In reply to a question that bore upon the teacher's fidelity to a pupil's 
exposure of character while upon the play ground, only in a few instances 
did their seem any failure to recognize responsibility. In the majority of 
cases that at all indicated dereliction, an excuse was sought for and con- 
scientiously offered. This question of character is the noblest in the science 
of teaching. What is all our mental philosophy worth if it can ^^seek its 
own" and not build upon the solid granite that the spiritual part of man 
affords ? Can any teacher engage in the work of education — educate him- 
self or any one else, and enter so hastily or thoughtlessly into the work or 
into the profession as to have his heart unaffected by the sentiment — I 
build for eternity I All such as are unaffected by this motive have failed 
to experience the power of the grandest consideration to which an immor- 
tal may be found susceptible. The teacher, having such a main spring of 
action, will not need to travel far for incidents by means of which, morally 
to instruct and pleasantly to draw, the pupil into the path of truth, at the 
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end of which is a glorious and eternal reward. He will not need to guard 
his lips lest he speak some mere ''shibboleth," narrow, selfish and self-seek- 
ing. A correct estimate of his high calling and a pure love for all whom 
he can help will inspire him with a caution and a devotion that can never 
be seen in a mere devotee. Who, then, can question the privilege, the scope 
or the reward in building up moral character in common schools. 



WILLIAMSPORT.— A. R. Hornb. 

In presenting this, my last report to the Department, it affords me the 
highest gratification to be able to congratulate the Department, as well as 
the people of Williamsport, upon the substantial proofs which the past four 
years, during which the superintendency has been tried in this city, have 
given of the progress of the schools under this office. In our first report, 
made in 1868, soon after the office of Superintendent was created, the fol- 
lowing language is found : '' But very few, if any of the children of those 
families which move in the most fashionable circles, attend the public schools; 
a large number of select and private schools are well sustained in our midst, 
from this circumstance. While some parents consider it a disgrace for 
their children to attend public schools, there are others who send to private 
schools, from the fact, that the higher branches of a liberal English educa- 
tion are not taught in our first grade public schools." What a cbagge has 
taken place, what 

PROGRESS 

the schools have made since then, under the city superintendency and the 
judicious administration of a faithful board of directors and a corps of in- 
telligent and zealous teachers. These improvements may be enumerated, 
in general terms, under the following heads : 

1. Increase of the length of the term from six months, to nine or ten. 

2. Increase of teachers' salaries, from an average of $47 50, to an aver- 
age of $62 60, or over thirty-two per centum. 

3. Equalizing the salaries of female teachers with those of male teachers 
in the same positions, or where equal work is performed. 

4. Raising the grade of teachers' certificate, and the rejection of those 
unqualified or falling below the standard. 

5. Appointment and promotion of teachers, strictly on grounds of quali- 
fication and success in teaching, regardless of personal consideration and 
friendship. 



250 WILLIAMSPORT. 

G. The introduction of weekly and semi-weekly class drills, for the im- 
provement of teacher 9. 

7. Improvement of the semi-monthly institute, by substituting personal 
or special work for general and aimless exercises. 

S. Erection and completion of five new buildings : The Everett, Jeffer- 
son, Ross and Jackson, brick — and the Clay, frame ; an increase of sixteen 
large comfortable rooms, with seating and accommodation for more than 
one thousand scholars. 

9. The entire renovation and change of the two largest buildings in the 
city, the Washington and Franklin, with adaptation for the introduction of 
the most improved plans of teaching and better ventilation and light. 

10. Introduction of the system of principals of buildings, and conse- 
quently, improvement in government and working efficiency of the schools. 

11. Co-education of the sexes in all except a few of the primary schools, 
prior to 1868 the sexes were kept scrupulously separate; thus, in many 
cases, interfering with and preventing proper grading. 

12. Thorough grading of the schools, by establishing primary, junior 
and senior grades. 

13. Establishing a high school, taught by a well-paid and competent 
principal and assistant. 

14. Increase of the number of wchools from thirty-three, in 1869, to forty- 
live, in 1871, though the number of scholars has not increased over four 
hundred, thus relieving the t)ver crowded rooms. 

15. Increase in the regularity of attendance of over eighteen per cent. 

16. Reporting of cases of corporal punishment, with their causes to the 
Superintendent, and through him to the board, and a consequent decrease 
of the number. 

IT. Weekly report of teachers to Superintendent,'stating their wants and 
ditficulties. 

18. Promotion of pupils by examination, at the end of the term, in the 
presence of the school board and parents. 

19. Examination of schools in all the rooms, once in two months, in 
order to ascertain the progress made by every pupil. 

20. Cultivation of taste and neatness by teachers and scholars, particu- 
larly exhibited in beautifying and decorating the rooms, buildings and 
grounds. 

21. Introduction of music as a branch of instruction, especially the in- 
troduction of pianos and organs in all the rooms of the higher grades. 

22. The introduction of German as a regular study in the schools. 

23. Supplying the schools with maps, apparatus, &c. 

24. Increase of the Superintendent's salary from five hundred dollars to 
fourteen hundred dollars. 
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25. The payment, during the past year, of over eight thousand dollars of 
debt. 

26. An entire change in public sentiment, from that of opposition, to 
that of cordial support of the schools, and the consequent discontinuance 
of half a dozen private enterprises, the pupils of which are now enrolled 
on our public school register. 

WANTS. 

L The high school still occupies rooms which are onl}^ temporary, and 
by no means adapted to the present necessities of the school. Not until 
this want has been met will the Williamsport High School be in a condition 
to meet its requirements, nor command the respect which it should, and 
which it deserves, on account of its deserved popularity. 

9. Many pf the boys are engaged in work at the mills during the greater 
part of the year, and attend school only a few months. This is an obstacle 
which it seems is out of our power to remove, and yet it is a serious draw- 
back on the schools, depriving many of the best pupils of the prospect of 
ever getting to the high school, as each succeeding year finds them scarcely 
further advanced than the preceding. 

Miscellaneous, — Rev. William Sterling, the efficient Secretary of the 
Board of Directors, is doing the schools excellent service, his visits are 
regular and his advice and council are always welcome and well received. 
He is the sterling friend of teachers and scholars. Prof. J. F. Flavis, 
Principal of the Commercial College, also a member of the board, deserves 
special mention in this connection. Prof. M. H. Horton, Principal of the 
High School, by his scholarship, and by giving the benefits of his experience, 
has done good scrvive at Institutes and to the cause in general. 

In conclusion, as a retiring officer, we desire to express our grateful ac- 
knowledgment to directors, teachers and the people of VVilliauisport, thus 
publicly, for their kind cooperation, the seconding of every movement for 
advancing the interests of the schools, and that sympathy whicb cheers the 
heart and lightens our burthens. 
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The past year has been one of unprecedented progress in educational 
affairs in this oomm unity. 

School Buildings.^^Two new buildings will be occupied at the re-opening 
of the schools in September. One has been erected at the cost of $40,000^ 
(estimated only at $12,000 in my last annual report,) and another will be 
completed at a cost of about twelve thousand dollars ($12,000.) These 
buildings wi 1 be well furnished, and they are certainly highly creditable 
to the members of the board who have so faithfully labored in all ^advance 
movements, as well as to our people who, with few exceptions, have gener- 
ally sustained the board of control in all their enterprises. 

Attendance, — Number o' male scholars attending all the schools during 
the year, ,045 ; number of female, 1,135 ; total, 2,180 ; average per cent- 
age of attendance, 80 ; number of scholars in attendance upon the high 
echool during the year, 86 ; average per centage of attendance, 93. 

High School. — This department of our work is now permanently and suc- 
cessfully established. At our recent examination fifty-four applicants pre- 
sented themselves, and from this number forty-one were admitted upon the 
required standard. The greater part of those examined came up regularly 
from the grammar schools, and thus were well prepared for the high 
school. Increased efficiency will be added to the working of the school 
when our new and commodious rooms are occupied at the opening of the 
next 3*ear. Considerable addition will be made to apparatus, and the es* . 
timated expenses for the coming year are $4,000. The number recently 
admitted, together with those of last year, will give us an attendance of 
more than 100 pupils. The course of study requires four years for com- 
pletion. A large number of those who have entered expect to remain and 
complete the course. Public examinations were held at the close of oar 
school year in June, and these were followed by junior entertainments and 
our first annual commencement exercises. Prof. Brooks, Principal of the 
State Normal School at Millersville, was present by invitation, and delivered 
a most earnest and highly entertaining address to our people. 

Teachers^ Examinations. — Nine of our teachers hold permanent certifi* 
cates, four professional, and the remaining provisional. Three examina- 
tions were held during the year. Eighteen provisional and three profes- 
sional certificates were issued. 

Teachers^ Institutes. — These have been held semi-monthly during the 
year, and have been well attended by the greater part of the teachers. 
Those teachers have succeeded best in their schools who have mo^t regu- 
larly attended these meetings. 
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Boll of Honor. — At the beginning of the last year a public announce- 
ment was made in all the schools that a permanent record, or " roll ^of 
honor," would be made at the close of the year, to contain the names of all 
scholars who would reach the average of No. I in the branches, giving a 
margin of No. 2 for one branch; also the names of all .scholars who would 
cot lose any time during the year, except on account of sickness, and that 
said roll would be published. This incentive to regular attendance and 
diligence in study has been a valuable aid to the teachers. Fifty-eight have 
been entered upon the first list and eighty upon the last. 

School Examinations. — These were held from April 8th to the last of 
May, in the primary, secondary and grammar schools. About three hun- 
dred patrons and friends of education were in attendance^a very large ad- 
dition to the number present one year ago. The examinations indicated 
faithful work by the teachers in the greater number of the schools. A large 
number of transfers in the different grades will be made at the opening of 
our next school year. 

Drawing, — This will be introduced in all the schools as a study during 
the next year. Elementary lessons will be given in the primary grades, 
and special instruction will be given in all the advanced grades. Hereto- 
fore this study has been optional, and not one half the scholars in our 
schools have paid any attention to it. 

The Primary Schools. — These are the very foundation of our system] 
Here the work must be thorough, accurate and so directed as that the fu- 
ture mental, moral and physical training of the child may not prove a 
failure. The very best teachers should be placed in charge of these schools. 
In my work during the past year, special attention has been devoted to 
this department, and it gives me pleasure to ) eport most decided improve- 
ment, both in methods of instruction pursued by teachers as well as in the 
results attained. 

Conclusion. — Our school system^ is now well organized and all the parts 
of it are working harmoniously. Our teachers have labored with untiring 
devotion and earnestness, and we are greatly encouraged by the prospect 
now before us. A beginning has been made in the development of the sys- 
tem organized two years since — yet a most successful beginning, in the 
opinion of all who have witnessed its operation. 

Greater results are yet to be achieved. What we need probably more 
than anything else is a more enlightened public sentiment as to the neces- 
sities of the time, and a more hearty response to these demands. Liberal 
salaries must be paid to the best teachers, or the services of such cannot 
be retained. Whilst considerable advance on former years has been made, 
yet the salaries in the lower grades are too low. Cheap teachers can readily 
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be found, but their work will always be proportionate to their compensa- 
tion. 

We need a more willing and ready co-operation of patrons and friends 
of education in visiting the schools. Such visitation will encourage both 
scholars and teachers in their work ; and with the interest of our people 
thus expressed in public education ; with a board of control always ^^ ready 
for every good work ;'' with a corps of teachers deeply in earnest in the 
great work committed to them ; and with a united press, ever ready to 
speak for the truth and the right, we may confidently assert that the ^^ bet- 
ter days " have come, while all will share in the rich harvest eventually to 
be gathered. 
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REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE NORMAL SCHOOL OF 

THE SECOND DISTRICT. 

MiLLERSviLLE, Octoher 25, 1872. 
Hon. J. P. WiCKERsiiAM, Stale Supt, of Com. Schools : 

A Normal school, like an individual, consists of two distinct parts — a 
material and an intellectual part — a body and a soul. The body of the in- 
stitution consists of the grounds and buildings, and all those material ar- 
rangements necessary for the organization and management of the school. 
By the soul ^f the institution is meant its system of instruction and train- 
ing, which embraces two distinct courses — a scholastic and a professional 
course. I had the honor, in last year's report, of presenting you a detailed 
statement of our arrangements for the sholastic training of our pupils, and 
intended, in the present report, to explain the nature, means and methods 
of our professional culture, but have concluded to defer it until next year. 
Permit me to present in this report a brief statement of the material ar- 
rangements and interests of our institution. 

Orounds, — The Normal school grounds, as required by law, consist of 
aboat ten acres. These grounds are beautifully ornamented with shade 
trees, presenting a fine appearance to the eye, and affording a pleasant 
shade in summer. During the warm days of June and July a large number 
of our students may be seen sitting in the shade of these trees studying^. 
and teachers often adjourn their classes to the grove for recitation. Several 
of our lady teachers cultivate beds of flowers, which give additional beauty 
to the Normal school campus. The evenness of the ground in front of the 
baildings is well adapted to games of croquet, and our teachers and lady 
students often avail themselves of the opportunities for recreation thas 
afforded. In the rear of the school buildings is the gentlemen's play- 
ground. Here we have cross-bars, swings, ladders, &c., for gymnastic ex- 
ercises, and a base ball ground sufficiently large for two games at the same 
time. We endeavor to maintain a good degree of interest in athletic exer- 
cises. Our base-ball clubs have sometimes attained to a high degree of 
excellence. They frequently engage in match games with other clubs, and* 
have the reputation of not being excelled by any club in the county, 
n School Rxp. 
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Buildings. — The school buildings are large and convenient, though they 
lack symmetry and architectural beauty. Having grown from small be- 
ginnings, as you are aware, and been enlarged from time to time as our 
necessities demanded, our buildings lack that unity of design and propor- 
tion of parts possessed bj^ a new building constructed after some approved 
model. They are, however, well suited to our purpose, and afford ample 
facilities for the successful working of the institution. We hope, however, 
to be able, in a few years, to erect an additional building, atfording a larger 
chai>el, library rooms for the two societies, and more and better recitation 
rooms. 

The Pennsylvania system of Normal schools makes arrangements for the 
boarding of the pupils in the school building, as well as their instruction. 
This requires larger buildings to accommodate a school of a given size than 
when the pupils board in private families. Our institution consists of two 
large buildings, which we distinguish as "the ladies' building" and "the 
gentlemen's building," the former being occupied mainly by Indies and the 
latter by gentlemen. The ladies' building presents a front of 152 feet, and 
consists of a main building 112 feet long and 40 feet wide, and a wing 40 
by 90 feet. The gentlemen's building has two fronts, one 140 feet and the 
other IGO feet long. The lower story of the lajlies' building is occupied 
by the model school chapel and recitation rooms ; one hall is used for model 
school boarders. In the gentlemen's building we have the Normal school 
chapel and recitation rooms. The ladies' building contains 138 rooms, 20 
of which are occupied by teachers and matron, one is used for a parlor, one 
for a painting room, eight for piano and organ rooms, six for model school 
chapel and recitation rooms, and the remainder for students' rooms. Most 
of these students' rooms are large enough to accommodate two students 
each, and a few of them are large enough for four students. The gentle-* 
men's building contains 93 rooms, of which eight are occupied by teachers, 
four by the steward, ten are used for chapel, library and recitation rooms 
and one for book-room, and the remainder aie occupied by students. Be- 
sides the rooms occupied b}' teachers, etc., there are in both buildings 
boarding and lodging accommodations for nearly four hundred students. 
Students who cannot be accommodated in the buildings board in private 
boarding-houses, several of which are connected with the institution. In 
the basement of the gentlemen's building are the kitchen, cellars, clothes- 
room and a dining-room, capable of seating upwards of 400 students. The 
ladies' building is heated by nine large hot-air furnaces; the gentlemen's, 
by two furnaces and forty stoves. These furnaces give entire satisfaction, 
koci)ii)g the rooms comfortable in the coldest weather, and affording good 
ventilation. Besides the two main buildings there is also a large out build- 
ing, containing carpenter shop, engine room, wash room, dry room, ironing 
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room, bakery and rooms for servants. There are also a large barn, a spring 
house and other necessary out-buildings. # 

Household Department, — The household department is under the efficient 
supervision of Mr. S. G. Behmer, the steward of the institution. It is the 
duty of the steward, under the direction of the proper committees and of 
the principal, to keep the grounds, buildinf<;s and furniture in good order 
and repair ; to (jarry out the provisions of the committee on household in 
respect to boarding the students and furnishing them with washing, heat, 
light and attendance ; to superintend the work of the household depart- 
ment ; to take care of the property of the board, and to keep a careful ac- 
count of all sales and purchases which he may be authorized to make. There 
is also a matron whose duty it is, imder the direction of the principal and 
steward, to superintend the building occupied by the ladiesl, and keep it 
clean and in good order; to wait upon the sick, etc. The number of hand^ 
under the employ of the steward is twenty-five, consisting of a carpenter, 
teamster, baker, engineer, two firemen, three cooks, ten washing and iron- 
ing women and eight table waiters. 

The magnitude of the establishment, and the responsibility of the depart- 
ment, will appear from the following partial statement of articles consumed : 

Of beef alone, not to mention other kinds of meat, there are consumed 
no less than 52,000 pounds per annum, or about 175 pounds a day ; of but- 
ter, 21,000 pounds a year, or about 80 pounds a day; of potatoes, abou^ 
1,200 bushels a year; of eggs, 7,000 dozen a year, (80 dozen, or 960 eggs 
are boiled for a single meal ;) of bread, about 75 loaves a da}' ; of apple- 
dumplings, which are often supplied for dinner, 1,200 are required for a 
single meal ; and 80 pies arc consumed at a single dinner as dessert. Flour 
is used at the rate of ten barrels per week, this one article of food costing 
about $3,000 per annum. For cooking and heating, about 600 tons of coal 
per annum are required ; and for lighting the buildings, about 1,850 gallons 
of kerosene oil. There are about 5,000 pieces washed and ironed a week. 

Finances. — The financial interests of a Normal school arc intimately con- 
nected with its usefulness and success. Established mainly by private mu- 
nificence, and depending upon the income derived from the board and tuition 
of its pupils to defray its expenses, the importance of this department of 
the institution can hardly be over-estimated. It is evident, therefore, thai 
much care should be exercised in the financial management of the institu- 
tion. The sj^stem which we have adopted will be briefly stated : 

Ihere are three persons immediatelj' connected with the financial business 
of the institution ; the principal, the treasurer and the steward. The prin- 
cipal receives all money accruing to the institution from boarding, tuition 
and all other sources. The treasurer receives this money from the principal 
at stated times by them agreed upon, generally once a week, and is respon- 
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sible for all disbursements. No money is paid except upon written orders 
signed by the proper committee, or by some one authorized to act for the 
committee. The steward makes all purchases for the household, giving the 
parties from whom he purchases orders upon the treasurer. 

A careful and complete record is "kept of all these transactions. Receipts 
are given by the principal for all money received, out of a receipt-book, 
a permanent record of which is preserved in marginal entries. Orders for 
the payment of money are drawn up in an order-book prepared for the pur- 
pose, and a permanent record of the same is kept by entries in the margin. 
These orders are usually drawn b}'' the steward, representing several of the 
committees. Orders for the payment of the teachers are drawn by the princi- 
pal ; and those for the payment of notes, etc., are usually given by the 
chairman of the finance committee. The treasurer cashes these orders as 
presented to him, keeping a careful record of the same* Besides the record 
of the receipt book, showing our entire income, and that of the order book, 
showing our entire expenditures, we keep a systematic account of these 
transactions by the system of double entry book-keeping. The day book 
collects all the income from the receipt book, and all the outlay from the 
order book, and the ledger exhibits the same condensed and classified 
under appropriate headings. Thus the financial condition of the school can 
be seen at any time. 

This system has now been in operation for three years, and gives entire 
satisfaction. I know of no way in which it could be simplified without im- 
pairing its completeness, unless it be to have the treasurer in the institu- 
tion to make the collections from the students ; but for various reasons, in 
a school like this, it is thought to be an advantage for the principal to have 
charge of this part of the business. 

Trustees. — The general management of the institution is vested in a 
board of trustees, the number of whom, according to our bylaws, cannot 
exceed twenty-five, nor be less than fifteen. They hold their regular meet- 
ings on the first Saturday in each month. The board exercises its super- 
vision through several standing committees, which present reports of the 
business of their respective departments, at each regular meeting . of the 
l>oard, for its consideration and approval. The regular committees are as 
follows : 

1. Committee on grounds and buildings. 

2. Committee on library, school furniture and apparatus, 
o. Committee on instruction and discipline. 

4. Committee on household. 

5. Committee on accounts. 
0. Committee of conference. 
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The chairmen of the several committees, as at present constitnted, are as 
follows : Grounds and buildings — Mr. George Levan. Library, school fur- 
niture and apparatus — Dr. P. W. Hicstand. Instruction and discipline — 
Andrew M. Frantz, Esq. Household — Mr. Jacob G. Peters. Accounts — 
Mr. Jacob M. Frantz. Conference — Mr. Abraham Peters. 

The conference committee consists of the principal of the school and the 
chairmen of the other standing committees. The object of this committee 
is to bring the leading members of the board into a closer relation with the 
working of the school, and thus enable them to give more effective aid to 
the principal in the management of the institutiom 

The amendment to the Normal school law authorizing the State Superin- 
tendent to appoint two members of the board of trustees, has received the 
cordial approval of the board, and the appointment of Judge Hajes and 
Senator Warfel has given entire satisfaction. Judge Hayes has been a 
trustee for many 3'ears, and has always evinced a deep interest in the suc- 
cess of the school. Senator Warfel is known to entertain liberal and ad- 
vanced views on popular education, and is thus eminently fitted for the 
position to which he has been appointed. 

Our board of trustees deserve great credit for the faithful manner in 
which they discharge the duties of the trust imposed upon them. They 
are punctual in the attendance of meetings, (many of them reside several 
miles from the institution,) faithful in the discharge of their duties as mem- 
bers of committees, and watchful over the expenditures of the several de- 
partments. Though strongly inclined to an economical management, they 
arc also liberal in the introduction of necessary improvements, manifesting 
an earnest desire that the institution shall in every way be prepared for its 
responsible work. It gives me great pleasure to bear this testimony to 
their fidelity; and I take this opportunity to express my thanks for the 
cordial support they have given me in the management and discipline of 
the institution. 

I have for several years past recommended certain changes in the Nor- 
mal school law, and in my report of last year discussed these recommenda- 
tions quite fully. I will not repeat them this year, but refer those interested 
in the matter to my preceding report. Feeling encouraged and gratified 
with th^ prosperity of our school during the past year, and^ rejoicing in 
the growing public appreciation of the Normal school system of the State, 
I have the honor to be, 

Very truly yours, 

EDWARD BROOKS. 
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REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE NORMAL SCHOOL OF 

THE FIFTH DISTRICT. 

Mansfield, Tioga Co., Pa., Oct. 1, 1872. 
Hon. J. P. WiCKERSiiAM, Slate Superintendent : 

I have the honor to submit the following report for the Normal school 
3'ear ending June 20, 1872 : 

The whole number of 'pupils enrolled during the school year 1871 and 
1872 in the Normal school proper, was two hundred and twelve, and in the 
model school (soldiers' orphan) two hundred and one. The financial and 
statistical report submitted to the Department gives other details of impor- 
tance which I will not enumerate in this written report. 

THE SCHOOL IN TDE PAST. 

Our No;rmal. school is now nearly ten years of age, it having been recog- 
nized December, 1862. During these years three thousand pupils have been 
enrolled in the Normal and Model departments, and one hundred and fift}*- 
three have graduated, the first class graduating in June, 18C6, and num- 
bering fifteen. Before the recognition in 18G2, the institution was called the 
JIansfield Classical Seminary^ its chartered name, having first started m 
school work January 7, 1857. Three of the graduates have died. Miss 
Woodruff, class 1866, died in a few weeks after graduation; Miss House, 
class 1867, died the year following her graduation, and Mr. Jones, of same 
class, scientific course, died in 1871, mention of whom was made in my last 
report. • These graduates have taught from one to six j'ears in the State; 
the average length of time the}' have taught in the State is already more 
than that required by law in order to receive State aid ; about seventy are 
now teaching in Pennsylvania, and fifty have received the Master^s Diploma^ 
satisfactory certificates from boards of directors, endorsed by County Super- 
intendents, having in every case been presented to the board of examiners. 
The pledge to teach two years in the State, made by those who receive fifty 
dollars upon graduation, is very generally fulfilled, and I may say it is cheer- 
fully complied with; but it sometimes happens that when the two years are 
past more lucrative positions are ofiered in other States, and as a matter of 
course many accept them. During the last eight years not less than twelve 
hundred have been connected with the Normal department, who were pre- 
paring to teach. True it is, very few of this number have graduated, but 
some have remained two or three years in the school, a large number have 
remained one year, and a very large number one or two terms of fourteen 
weeks each. 
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Our students are not representatives, as a class, of wealthy families, bnt 
in many cases they are dependent on their own exertions, their own indus- 
try and toil in order to meet the regular term or annual expenses ; some 
have been obliged to exchange study for teaching every other term. When 
I consider the labor performed by these young people here, in the prepara- 
tion for their work, and the success many of them have had as teachers, I 
conclude Pennsylvania has well invested her money in wisely distributing 
the appropriations, and that already the Commonwealth is amply remuner- 
ated for all its aid rendered normal students in their conrse of study. 

The boarding accommodations have been sufficient for about seventy- five 
pupils and the teachers, hence many seek boarding places in the village ; 
our accommodations for day students have been sufficient for about one 
hundred and seventy-five to two hundred pupils. 

Model School. — Our model school, for the last five years, has been the sol- 
diers' orphan school locatied at this place ; by special arrangement the mem- 
bers of our graduating classes have been allowed to teach in this school, 
and also observe the teaching done in the school ; of course all that is de- 
sirable in a model school cannot be obtained in this way, and our wish has 
been that we could have a model school under our own immediate charge ; 
3et in our circumstances it has been the best possible arrangement we could 
make. 

I am confident that our classes have received very great advantages in 
teaching and observing the teaching of others in this orphan school, both 
in theory and and practice, and that they have pursued the professional part 
of their course of study with more zeal and interest on account of it. 

Departments of Instruction, — There are eight departments of instruction 
in the school, as follows : One of science and art of teaching, including 
mental philosophy ; one of ancient languages and English language and 
literature ; one of mathematics and natural philosophy ; one of modern 
languages, botany and physiology ; one of reading and elocution ; one of 
vocal and instrumental music ; one of penmanship and book keeping, and 
one of drawing and painting. 

The instructor at the head of a department is responsible for what is ac- 
complished in his department. 

Beading and General Culture, — We have endeavored, in this Normal 
school, to impress young people with the necessity of doing something out- 
side of text-book work. A reading room has been sustained for some years 
l)y the students, and many take a lively interest in what is going on in the 
world ; two literary societies, the Normal Literary and Alhenssum^ each 
having good, though as yet small libraries, are supported by the students. 

Our instructors give every aid and encouragement possible to these valu- 
able means of culture. Lectures are frequently given before our students, 
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on various 8ul>jccts. Two years ago a course of twelve lectures was given 
during the winter season, in our chapel, by gentlemen living in this and 
adjoiniug counties. 

The subject of reading and elocution receives much attention, and many 
opportunities are given the student to cultivate his ability of speaking ex- 
temporaneously. 

Moral and Religious Culture, — In addition to our regular chapel exercises 
morning and evening, Bible classes assemble every Sabbath morning, now 
using the National Series of Lesson Papers, and a Sabbath evening *'pray-. 
er circle " has been sustained by the students and teachers for the last eight 
years. Much interest has been manifested in these social gatherings for 
prayer and conference, and many of our old pupils look back fondly to 
these sweet honri of prayer. Some who learned to love their Savior in 
this circle, now engaged in the work of teaching, aie offering prayers for 
the welfare of those under their charge. 

Our students are required to attend church on the Sabbath, at one of ihe 
churches in the place, unless they are excused on account of conscientious 
scruples against attendiug; but all meetings besides these, as well as Bible 
classes, are voluntary. 

Vocal and Instrumental Music, — lathis department we have a regular 
school for music, and students are privileged to take a regular course for 
graduation. Arrangements are now made so that all our students have a 
daily exercise in vocal music free of charge. 

The Future of ihe School. — Some valuable improvements have just been 
made on our building, but all has been done since our last school year 
closed, hence the financial report for this year will not give the expenses 
incurred. A good slate roof has been put on the building, and many other 
much needed repairs have been made. 

The foundation has been laid, and the brick work is now being done for 
a new building, the size of. which is, main building IS feet in length by 43 
feet in width, with two wings, oue 36 feet by 59 feet and the other 36 feet 
by 75 feet, both wings having a front projection of 16 feet, and one wing 
having also a rear projection of 16 feet. The building will be four stories 
in height, and heated with furnaces. The first floor will be used for dining 
room, kitchen, pantry, steward^s room and servants' room, and one side of 
the building (basement side) will be used for vegetable and butter cellars. 
The first fioor proper will be used for model school room and class rooms 
for same school, parlor and reception rooms, preceptress' room, preceptress' 
class room, and room to be used in case of sickness. The second and third 
floors will be given entirely for ladies' rooms. It is expected by these ad- 
ditions, with some extra room thus given in the present building, 200 or 
250 boarders can receive excellent accommodations. 
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Recommendations — 1. 1 recommend that the State appropriation to thosv 
intending to teach be one dollar per week instead of fifty cents, as it now 
stands. 

II. That pupils sixteen years of age be eligible to the appropriation. 

III. That successful teaching in any educational institution shall be re- 
garded as suflicient qualiQcation for the master's diploma. 

Respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES H. VERRILL, Principal. 



REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OP THE NORMAL SCHOOL OF 

THE FIRST DISTRICT. 

Westchester, Pa., October, 1872. 
Hon. J. P. WicKERSuAM, State Supt. Com. Schools : 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the State Normal 
school of the First district : 

The history of this institution, from its origin in the year 1812, and its 
transfer from the old West Chester academy building to its present beau 
tiful site, having been so accurately given in the address of the president 
of the board of trustees and in the annual report of my predecessor, that 
any further allusion to it is deemed unnecessary. 

An irreconcilable difficulty having arisen between the principal and a 
majority of the board, a change was finally decided upon as imperative for 
the harmonious working of the institution. 

A spirited controversy ensued, and the public mind became greatly 
agitated. 

With this change, followed many others, when, upon my acceptance of 
the principalship, but three of the original faculty had signified their wil- 
lingness to return, while a general feeling of despondency and distrust 
prevailed throughout the community. The vacancies are being filled by 
the appointment of able and experienced instructors. From the general 
unsettled condition of affairs, consequent upon such radical changes, the 
attendance at the opening of the present session, compared with last year, 
was greatly reduced. The term opened, Sept. 2c], with about fifty students, 
but the school has gone on, steadily increasing in numbers, until at tho 
present date we carry upon our rolls one hundred and eight names, with a 
fair prospect of reaching its utmost capacity. 

Religious Influences. — As our Normal schools are in part a State enter- 
prise, sectarianism should be carefully guarded against ; yet, at the 6am« 
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time, the religious element in our natures should not be overlooked by 
those in charge of the sacred trust of training the youthful mind. Four 
religious denominations are represented in the faculty, and the students, 
although requir-ed on the Sabbath day to attend some place of religious 
worship, arc permitted, nevertheless, to attend whatever church their 
parents or guardians may elect. On Sabbath afternoon a voluntary Bible 
class has been in successful operation under the charge of one of the pro- 
fessors, and a voluntary students' prayer meeting has likewise been estab- 
lished, which meets every Sabbath evening, under the patronage of another 
instructor. 

Chapel Exercises, — These consist in opening the services each day with 
singing, reading a chapter in the Bible, and silent prayer. I have given 
thus carefully the religious training and influences, to counteract the 
impression gone abroad that our school is under the influence and in the 
keeping of one denomination. 

Discipline, — I would recommend that a deflnitc rule of action be adopted 
by the formal schools in reference to expelled students. It is believed by 
ii]auy, that if a uniform system could be adopted, rejecting such from 
further benefits, a wholesome influence would bo shed over such refractory 
students, and much valuable time saved. As the length of the school year 
is an open question for ihe educational men of the State to settle, may I 
not with propriety here recommend forty, instead of forty-two weeks? 
Many c^f those in attendance are farmers' sons, who cannot well be spared 
at that early date. Tiic term should likewise close its session before the 
1st of July. 

A course of lectures on physiology and hygiene is being delivered by 
t!ie principal, which, it is hoped, will prove highly beneficial in giving cor- 
rect ideas in relation to the best methods in preserving an active, vigorous 
intellect in a healthy constitution. Too man}' ambitious students will sac- 
rifice, through ignorance, years of comfort and health, by over-taxing the 
mind and neglecting regular and systematic out-door exercise. 

Alternating with the above, is a second course on botany and kindred 
sciences, delivered by a member of the board of trustees. 

Most of our older students embrace the opportunity oflfered by the lec- 
ture associations of the borough to hear many of the most celebrated and 
eloquent lecturers of the day. 

Cabinet. — The cabinet connected with the school is a feature requiring at 
lenst a passing notice. This valuable collection, the work of a few zealous, 
enthusiastic pioneers in the cause of education is the accumulation of years 

« 

of patient and indefatigable labor. Among the specimens are representa- 
tives of most of the birds, plants and minerals known to Chester -county, 
as well as many choice varieties from foreign lands. 
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Hie Model School. — This department has but recently been organized, 
by classifying the younger and less advanced students in th^ Normal de- 
partment, thus affording ample opportunity for our candidates for the 
teacher's profession, to have here daily practice in teaching, under the im- 
mediate supervision of the principal. 

Fully impressed with the magnitude and importance of the duty en- 
trusted, I am, 

Tery respectfully, yours, &c., 

W. A. CHANDLER, Principal. 



REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL .OF THE NORMAL SCHOOL OF 

THE THIRD DISTRICT. 

KuTZTOWN, Berks Co., Nov, 1, 1872. 

Hon. J. P. WicKERSHAM, Slate SupL of Com. Schools: 

More than a hundred years ago the provision for the education of the Ger- 
mans of Pennsylvania became a concern of no small moment to such men 
as Franklin, Rush, Marshall, Muhlenberg, and others of equal foresight. 
It was evident to them that the Penijsylvania Germans must receive special 
and peculiar attention, in order that, as the resources of our erreat (-^uinmon* 
wealth were developed, the intellectual wajits of their children might re- 
\;eive adequate attention. The idea that the provisions for the education 
of this people, under their peculiar circumstances, muol oe sucrum gpnerum^ 
eventually led to the establishment of educational institutions designed to 
meet their special requirements. And yet, though the experiment has been 
made for three fourths of a century, the anticipated results have not been 
attained. Unforseen difficulties arose, and unexpected obstacles were en- 
countered. Our Germans found that if they provided education for their 
children in their mother tongue, they would remain ignorant of the 
language of their adopted country, and hence would become impractical 
Americans. But if, on the other hand, they received instruction only in 
the English language, the language itself, in which they were to be taught, 
was to them an " unknown tongue," of which they must first acquire the 
pronunciation and the meaning of the words, or else become mere parrots. 
The German, taught "von Haus aus " to appreciate the higher order of 
gymnasium and university training, was not to be satisfied with anything 
short of a regular, systematic and thorough education of his children ; and 
yet for this he needed the preparatory or real schule^ from which, unfortu- 
nately for the foreign language of his children, they were debarred. The 
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common school was either too German or too EDo;lish for them. The in- 
termediate grade was entirely wanting, and the college, without the pre- 
liminary preparation, was beyond their reach. For more than a hundred 
years, therefore, the Pennsylvania Germans, the descendants of Germans, 
in general, in the eastern part of the United States, were de facto an edu- 
cationally neglected people. The opinion obtained, therefore, among their 
English brethren, that they were either indifferent to or neglectful of the 
educational interests of their children — a most unjust conclusion in regard 
to a people than whom there is none under the heavens more appreciative 
of good schools and sound literature. Descendants of the good old Ger- 

• 

manic stock, with the mantle of their ancestors fallen upon them, and in- 
heritors of d powerful physique — which, if not native talent itself, is of 
vastly>more value than what is commonly denominated genius ; possessors 
of the soil, the bone and sinew of the land ; endowed with undaunted in- 
trepidity and perseverance — knowing no such word as fail — these people 
need but the means and the encouragement and they will yet tower intellec- 
tually, as their Teutonic progenitors did physically, above the surrounding 
populace, ^^Gesondert, tingemiscJit undnur sich setter gleick,^^ 

- For want of proper facilities to develop it, the Pennsylvania German 
mind has, comparatively, however, remained dormant till within the past 
few years. The establishment of an institution of learning on Pennsyl- 
vania soil, in the midst of the Pennsylvania German population, reared by 
the means and labors of their own hands, managed by themselves on the 
plan of the ''real schule," gymnasium and university of the fatherland, ap- 
preciating and providing for their peculiar wants and ditiiculties, sending 
its influence on the one hand, by the Pcstalozzian system of instruction, 
down to the most primary common school on the other hand, np, by its 
Normal, scientific and classical course, to the chair of the highest university- 
professorship, must mark the beginning of a new era among this people, if 
not in the school system of the entire State. This has been the original 
design of the Keystone State Normal school, and for the accomplishment 
of this object, it is now laboring with greater zeal j\pd better success than 
at any time in its past history. The Keystone State Normal school has 
thus a special work to perform. Its mission is emphatically the realiza- 
tion of the idea of Franklin, Rush, Marshall and Muhlenberg. With the 
confidence of the Pennsylvania German in its management, its course of in- 
struction so shaped and modified as to adapt itself to their wants and eli- 
gibly located, it will commend itself to the favor of this class of citizens, 
and cannot fail to meet the wants felt from the time of the earliest educa- 
tors of the State, to those of the present time. To what extent does th« 
institution answer these desiderata ? 
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1. It has the confidence of the Penns3'lvania Germans. Its board of trus- 
tees and stockholders all belong to this class of our population. The busi- 
ness of their meetings is transacted in this language. The faculty is con- 
stituted of the sons and daughters of Germans, conversant with their lan- 
guage, accustomed to their habits, manners and mode of thinking, and full}'' 
in accord with the Germanico-English spirit. The ways, language and re- 
ligion of the German forefathers are zealously respected and honored. 

2. The course of instruction is adapted to the peculiar wants of the Ger- 
man. A thorough knowledge of the P]nglish languasce, its correct pronun- 
ciation and use, constitutes the first instruction to be meted out to the 
great majority of our students, when we first came in contact with them. 
For it must be remembered, that at least two-thirds of them come to us 
with a very inadequate knowledge of the English, though they may be rea- 
sonably proficient in other elementary branches. How and by whom is 
this instruction to be imparted ? Experience confirms the theory that those 
who understand and are conversant with the German, are far more suc- 
cessful in teaching the sons and daughters of Pennsylvania Germans, than 
such as are ignorant of their language. The professed elocutionist would 
be entirely at sea with them. Only he who knows and understands their 
difidculties, and has himself mastered them, can appreciate the situation of 
the difiSdent Pennsylvania German student. As a physician, who himself 
has been cured of the maladj*, which he is called to prescribe for in his pa- 
tients on this account, can gain the confidence of the patient better than 
another, so can a teacher who has had similar difficulties gain that of his 
students. Besides, the students, who yet speak English imperfectly and 
are laughed at by teachers and fellow-students, who do not appeciate their 
difficulties, are frequently discouraged and disgusted. Our course of in- 
struction is therefore so modified that it comprehends the regular Normal 
course, from the most advanced English to the most advanced German, 
and covers all lower and intermediate grades, with special reference to the 
requirements of German-English students. 

3. Locality, — When it is remembered that we arc in direct communication, 
by railroad, with Philadelphia, Harrisburg, New York and all Eastern 
Pennsylvania, and scarcely more than three or four hours distant in time 
from any point in this section of the State, and that we are located in the 
very midst of the most densely populated part of Eastern Pennsylvania, 
it will be seen that we are in the heart of the German population. Berks, 
Schuylkill, Lehigh, Northampton, Bucks, Montgomery, Lebanon, Lancaster, 
Carbon and Monroe, contain a population, which is preponderatingly Ger- 
man. In fact, half of the population of our State is of German origin. 
Our mission, to a very large extent, is to provide teachers for the schools 
of this people. There are hundreds of schools in the counties referr d to, 
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in which not a half dozen pupils who can speak the English language 
fluently can be found. The Keystone State Normal School mast, in the 
providence of God, be the instrument t^ furnish competent teachers for 
these schools for many years to come. While this is our great work, we 
cannot be forgetful that we have, in addition, also the task of educating 
the sons and daughters of farmers, mechanics, business men, <fcc., for their 
respective callings, and for usefulness in life. Besides, students from dif- 
ferent i^arts of the State find it to their advantage and interest to avail 
themselves of our method of instruction. No less than fourteen counties 
are represented on our list of students at the present time. The "Key- 
stone," then, in aiming to fulfill its special calling, has not been forgetful 
of the general interests. It has aimed to extend its influence and to scat- 
ter its benefits over the State. It is a matter of extreme gratification to 
us also 10 know that these efforts have not been fruitless, and are being 
more appreciated from year to year. While a larger number of students 
has been enrolled during the present than during any previous year in the 
history of the institution, we are also gratified to be able to report 
that the transient attendance of students is fast being converted to that 
of a more permanent character, with the promise of remaining for a regu- 
lar course. Then, for the first time in the history of our institution, do wo 
expect soon 4o retain the majority of our students from the time they enter 
the school until they have completed thcelementarj'or higher courses. In 
their modest}' the board of trustees failed to press their claims before the 
Legislature for an additional appropriation, which was granted to several 
of the other Normal schools, last winter. We hope, however, that the leg- 
islators, in their wisdom and beneficence, may not, at their next meeting, 
forget the great German element when they again make appropriations to 
our State Normal schools. 

A. R. HORNE, Principal 



REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE NORMAL SCHOOL OF 

THE SIXTH DISTRICT. 

Bloomsburo, Pa., Xovemher^ 1872. 

Hon. J. P. WiCKERSUAM, State Supt. of Com. Schools : 

A very brief connection with this institution renders it impossible for 
me to send you a full report of its working for the year which expired 
August 26, 1872 ; and I am sorry that, what little I have to report, is not 
of a more encouraging nature. The position of principal has been filled by 
three different persons during the 3'ear. And you know, sir, that it is 
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always the case with institutions of this kind, that when changes occur in 
their management their general interests are more or less damaged. This 
is esp^ciallj^ the case where thej'^ have been built up and supported by the in- 
fluence and efforts of individuals, rather than bj' whole communities. Such 
is the case with this school. Those who built it up left it before it could 
stand alone, as it were, and the consequences may be more easily imagined 
than stated. Still it has received a much larger patronage than could have 
been expected, and that is increasing at a rate sufficient to warrant the be- 
lief that its future will be a prosperous one. The number of graduates 
was small, but made up of more than ordinary material. The graduates in 
the classical department were also few in number. State diplomas have 
been given to three persons who graduated two years ago and fulfilled the 
conditions of the law relating thereto. One person has received a State 
certificate, without graduating, upon the recommendation of a County Su- 

« 

perintendent. 

Notwithstanding the many trials and difliculties through which the school 
has passed, we feel that it is in a condition to give that attention to the 
education of teachers for o«r common schools which was designed by its 
founder and the trustees. And we indulge the hope that the day is not 
far distant when the number and qualifications of those who go out from 
hence with State certificates and diplomas in their hands, will equal, if not 
surpass those of any other institution of the kind in the State. It is a 
3'oung institution, but it has dearly bought a great experience. Its loca- 
tion is a superior one ; its faculty not all inferior one; and it is destined to 
be a power in the land, 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN HEWITT. 



REPORT OF THE TRIXCIPAL OF THE NORMAL SCHOOL OF 

THE TWELFTH DISTRICT. 

Edinboro', November 9, I ST 2. 

Hon. J. P. WiCKERSHAM, Slate Supt, Com. Schools : 

Dear Sir: — From your personal visit to this school in June last, and 
the statistical report of the trustees, you have learned the general condi- 
tion of the institution: I submit the additional items: 

Our aims and methods are the same as those reported heretofore, and 
are based on the following assumed truths : 

1. All improvement is self-improvement. 

2. Teachers can assist those who try to help themselves. 
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3. Study rightly pursued is pleasant. 

4. Wisely directed effort means one's progress. 

5. Self-reliance, perseverance and energy, can be cultivated. 

0. Good habits can be formed. 

7. In education method is everything. 

8. Learning, to be useful, must be exact. 

9. lie who does the best he can do, does his duty. 
10. Every one can do his duty. 

Instructors, — Our teachers' aim : 

1 . To direct the students in their choice of studies. 

2. To show them how and when to study. 

3. To advise them in the use of their time. 

4. To train them to right habits of thought and action. 

5. To lead them to regard the performance of duty as the greatest 
<;ood. 

Studenis,\ — The students, as a class, are earnest, industrious and stu- 
dious. Their progress during the year past has been in some respects 
greater than before. They read and investigate' more than formerly. 

Wants. — Probably no institution ever arrived at the condition expressed 
by not wanting anything more. This school greatly needs many things. 
Wc need more books, more apparatus and more teaching force. Money 
can procure them, and money only. We hope the Legislature will furnish 
the means tosupply our deficiencies. 

Very respectfully yours, 

J. A. COOPER, Principal. 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE AGRICULTURAL 

COLLEGE. 

Hon. J. P. WiCKERSHAM, State Supt. of Com. Schools : 

I have the honor to submit the following report : 

The past year has been one of prosperity to the Agricultural College of 
Pennsylvania. Material improvement has been made in the courses of 
study ; the standard of scholarship has been raised ; the number of stu- 
dents has been increased one hundred per cent ; the endowment has been 
enlarged by the addition of $100,000, and, best Of all, while the unsectarian 
character of the college has been carefully maintained, the claims of our 
common religion have been so presented, that many T)f the students have 
become interested in the same and have identified themselves with the 
churches of their respective parents. 

The experiment of admitting female students has been tried during the 
entire year, and has been in every particular successful. The evils which 
were anticipated have not arisen. On the other hand the male students 
have improved in deportment and dress, the meetings for literary and re- 
ligious exercises have been more interesting and profitable, and especially 
the advantages offered by the institution have become available to citizens 
who are the parents of daughters as well as to those who are the parents 
of sons. 

For all these tokens of favor we are grateful ; and feel thereby incited 
to greater diligence in the work of making the State College a blessing to 
the people, and a credit to the Commonwealth. 

By recent action of the trustees, tuition to every student in every de 
partment of the college, has been made free. The charges for boarding, 
rent, fuel, &c., have been put at the lowest price possible ; and as many 
opportunities are given for earning something by labor, it is claimed that 
no institution in the State presents so great facilities to self-dependent and 
diligent young people by which they may acquire a thorough education, 
18 School Rep. 
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We have accommodations for many more students. The courses of study 
are so full as to meet £he wants of almost any student desiring an educa- 
tion. The faculty is large enough to do more work without disadvantage, 
and in the department of natural sciences the apparatus is unusually com- 
plete and useful. 

Thus, while we are still burdened witli a lar<;e debt, contracted in the 
erection of the buildings and other needful work of the early years of the 
institution, and have much to do in the improvement of the grounds, en- 
largement of tlie library, &c., still we feel that we have not attained to all 
the usefulness which is possible in even our present condition. 

Carefully keeping in view the design of the institution, namely : to give 
instruction in agriculture, the mechanic arts, military, classical and literary 
studies, may we not ask whether our work will not be more fully accom- 
plished by a closer identification of the college with the great school sys- 
tem of the State ? Why may not this institution have assigned to it the 
work of imparting instruction to those graduates of our High, Normal and 
Orphan schools, who desire to pursue furiherthe same, or higher, branches 
than those in which they have already been instructed ? Such young per- 
sons possess talents of high order, and are capable of doing much for the 
State. While it is admitted that the Commoijwealth has already done 
much for them, may it not be asserted that there are peculiar features in 
these cases which fully justify further care, and more generous provision ? 
We therefore respectfully submit the suggestion, that such recognition 
of the college be made by the Department of Common Schools as will 
^iring it into fuller co-operation in the State\s noble work of popular educa- 
:.!on, and that some provision be made by which, at least, a few of the 
meritorious graduates of the schools may be enabled to avail themselves of 
the advantage as here provided by the combined bounty of the National 
and State governments. I am assured that our trustees will cordially 
approve any plan which, while not diverting their trust, will widen the 
usefulness of the institution. 

To the graduates of the schools under the control of the Department, 
and to all the students sent to us by the State, admission will be granted 
at any time to classes which they may be qualified to enter; and to them 
our charges, alreadj' quite low, will be further reduced. The charges for 
the full college year of forty weeks, will be $200, which will include board- 
ing, rent, fuel, washing, tuition, incidentals, and use of heavier furniture. 
At the same time, such students will be equal with their class-mates in all 
privileges, duties and labors. 

The following arc the courses of study in which instruction is given in 
the college : 



t3 
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COURSES OF STUDY. 

AGRICULTURAL COURSE. 

Preparatory. — Orthography, reading, penmanship, English grammar, 
eograph}'', (political and mathematical,) map drawing, history of United 
{States, arithmetic, (completed,) elementary algebra, elementary Latin and 
Greek, (optional.) 

Freshman : Fall session, — General agriculture, (Allen,) higher algebra, 
book-keeping, elementar3' physics, clemcntarj' botany, art of composition, 
Latin and Greek, (optional.) 

Spring session, — General agriculture,(continued,) geometry,(four books,) 
higher algebra, (completed,) art of composition, botan}', (analytical,) out- 
lines of chemistry, Latin and Greek, (optional.) 

Sophomore: Fall session, — Plant culture, geometr}', (completed,) gen-, 
eral chemistry, botany, (economic, by lecture,) German, French, (optional.) 
S2:>ring session. — Soils, horticalturc, trigonemetr}-, surveying, general 
chemistry, German, French, (optional.) 

Junior: Fall session, — Farm machinery, rural laws, surveying, (with 
field practice,) political economy, English literature, agricultural chemistry, 
human anatomy and physiologj', blow pipe analysis. 

Spring session, — Domestic animals, fertilizers, elements of Zoology, Eng- 
lish literature, industrial drawing, phj^sics, evidences of Christianity, con- 
stitution of the United States aiul Pennsylvania, agricultural chemistry, 
(lectures,) qualitative analysis. 

Sei^ior: Fall session, — Rural architecture, veterinary science, original 
es8a3^s and discussions on agricultural subjects, moral philosophy, logic, 
physics, (with laborator}' practice, j principles of geology, civil engineering, 
economic zoology. 

Sirring session, — Landscape gardening, rural economy, original essays 
and discussions on agricultural subjects, mental philosophy ,rhetoric, physics, 
(with laboratory practice,) economic geology, astronomy, mineralogy and 
crystallography, (lectures.) 

SCIENTIFIC COURSE. 

Preparatory. — Same as in the agricultural course. 

Freshman. — Same as in the agricultural course. 

Sophomore: Fall session. — Geometry, (completed,) general chemistry, 
botany, German, French. 

Spring session. — Trigonometry', surveying, general chemistry, German, 
French. 

Junior: Fall session. — Political cqonom}', English Literature, human 
anatomy and physiology, surveying, (with field practice.) analytical geom- 
etry, German or French, blow pipe analysis. 
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Spring session, — Elements of zoology, English literature, physics, evi- 
dences of Cliristianitj', constitution of United States and of Pennsylvania, 
qualitive anal3^sis, analytical geometry, calculus. 

Senior: Fall session. — Moral pbilosoph}", logic, physics, (with labora- 
tory practice,) principles of geology, civil engineering, organic chemistry, 
(lectures,) crystallography, (lectures,) comparative anatomy and physi- 
ology. 

Spring session, — Mental philosophy, rhetoric, physics, (with laboratory 
practice,) astronomy, mechanics, mineralogy, technical chemistry, palae- 
ontology. 

CLASSICAL COURSE. 

pRErARATORY. — Same as in the agricultural course, with the addition of 
Latin grammar and reader, Ca33ar and Latin composition, Greek grammar 
and reader. 

Freshman : Fall session, — General agriculture, higher algebra, book-keep- 
ing, Yirgirs aineid, Xenophon's anabasis and Greek composition. 

Spring session, — General a:^riculture, geometry, (four books,) higher al- 
gebra, (completed,) Cicero's orations and Latin composition, Herodotus 
(xrcek composition. 

SopuoMORE: Fall session, — Geometry, (completed,) general chemistry, 
botany, Horace's odes, Plato's apology, Greek composition. 

Spring session. — Trigonometry, surveying, general chemistry'', Livy, 
Homer's Iliad. 

Junior : Fall sessio7i, — Political economy, English literature, human an- 
atomy and physiology, surveying, (with field practice,) Horace's epistles 
and satires, Thucydides, blow pipe analysis, analytical geometry, (optional.) 

Spring session, — Elements of zoology, English literature, physics, evi- 
dences of Christianity, constitution of the United States and Pennsylvania, 
Tacitus' histories, (Edipus Rex, analytical geometry and calculus, (op- 
tional.) 

Senior : Fall session, — Moral philosophy, logic, physics, (with laboratory 
practice,) principles of geology, civil engineering, Cicero's De Ofliciis, De- 
mosthenes DeCorona, Hebrew, (optional.) 

Spring session, — Mental philosophy, rhetoric, physics, (with laboratory 
practice,) astronomy, mechanics, mineraology, crystallography, history of 
Greek and Roman literature, Hebrew, (optional.) 

During both sessions of the college 3'ear composition and declamation 
are required of students in all the courses of study. 

Trustees. — Governor of Pennsylvania, Secretary of Commonwealth, 
President of the State Agricultural Society, President of the College, ex- 
officios] Hon. Daniel Kaine, Hon. H. N. McAllister, Hon. Francis Jordan 
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Hon A. 0. Hiester, James Kellej^, Esq., William B. Roberts, Esq., Hon. 
Frederick Watts, Hon. A. Wilson Taylor, Joseph C. Turner, Esq. 

Faculty, — President, Rev. James Calder, D. D., professor of mental and 
moral science ; Vice President, James Y. M'Kee, A. M., professor of Eng- 
lish literature, and tbe Latin and Greek languages ; Edward T. Rergan, 
M. E., principal of preparatory department, and professor of English 
branches ; Rev. Francis A. Robinson, A. M. Ph. D., professor of mathemat- 
ics and civil engineering ; William A. Buckhout, S. B., professor of botany, 
geology and physiology; John Hamilton, M. A. S., professor of agricul- 
ture, and military instructor; Jane W. Hoyt, A. M., preceptress, and 
instructor in German and French; Hiram Collier, A. M., professor of gen- 
eral and agricultural chemistry, and phj'sics ; Xellie S. Robinson, instructor 
in piano music ; Rebecca H. Ewing, assistant in preparatory department. 

Superintendents. — W. Calvin Patterson, Superintendent of College Farm ; 
P. 0., Agricultural College, Centre Co. William C. Huey, Superintendent, 
of Central Experimental Farm ; P. O., Agricultural College, Centre Co. 
John I. Carter, Superintendent of Eastern Experimental Farm ; P. 0., West 
Grove, Chester Co. T. A. Hood, Superintendentof Western Experimental 
Farm ; P. 0., Indiana, Indiana Co. John I. Williams, Master Mechanic 
Patrick Pearl, Gardener. C. W. Burkholdcr, Steward. Sarabella Reese, 
Matron. 

Students, — In the present year the following students have been in at- 
tendance : Seniors, 7 ; juniors, 10; sophomores, 22; freshmen, 42; pre- 
paratory, 70. Males, 123; females, 2.*^; total, 151. 

States and Counties Rej)resento.d, — Delaware, 1 ; Illinois, 5 ; Indiana, 2 ; 
Louisiana, 2; Maryland, 3 ; Michigan, 1 ; New York, 3; Texas, 1 ; Wis- 
consin, 1. 

Counties of Fennsyloania, — Allegheny, ; Blair, 2 ; Cambria, 1 ; Cen- 
tre, 42 ; Chester, 2; Clinton, 24; Cumberland, 3 ; Dauphin, 12 ; Delaware, 
1 ; Franklin, 2 ; Huntingdon, 7 ; Lancaster, 4 ; Lycoming, 7 ; Mifflin, 4 ; 
Montgomery, 1 ; ]Northampton, 1 ; Philadelphia, G ; Union, 2 ; Washing- 
ton, 1 ; Westmoreland, 1. 

Sessions, — The college 3car is divided into two sessions. The fall ses- 
sion, embracing 16 weeks, began on the 23d of August and wmU end on the 
13th of December. The spring session, embracing 24 weeks^ will begin 
on the 7th of February and end on the 25th of July. 

Fuller information concerning the CDllege is contained in the catalogue 
and the annual report, either of which will bo sent to persons desiring, it 
on application to the undersigned, at 

Agkicultural Collkge p. O., Centre county, Pa. 

JAMES CALDER, President. 
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DISTRICTS UNPAID 

Because they have failed to forward to the Department either their certifi- 
cates or annual reports^ or both, for 1872. 

Allegheny county, Ross f208 56 

Armstrong county, Aladdin borough 12 40 

Beaver county, Beaver, Big 165 54 

Do... Georgetown '. 54 56 

Do Clinton, (Ind.) 47 12 

Cambria county, Washington 236 22 

Cameron county. Enterpris«, (Ind.) 48 98 

Chester county, Marlboro', East 201 50 

Do No. 1, (Ind.) ^ 27 28 

Do Pocopsin 76 88 

Clarion county, Brady 35 34 

Do .:...Oaks Hall, (Ind.) 12 40 

Do Perry 227 54 

Do Rimersburg 52 08 

Clinton county, Ueidy 89 28 

Crawford coantyrLlnesville 97 34 

Do Conneaut, (Ind.) 16 50 

Dauphin county, Wiconisco 484 84 

Delaware county, Tinicum 21 70 

Elk countv, Benezett 82 46 

Do .'...Highland 9 92 

Erie county. Summit 163 68 

Fayette county, Perry 203 98 

Forest county, Howe 10 54 

Do Tionesta 47 74 

Fulton county, Thompson 114 OS 

Huntingdon county. Shade Gap. 21 70 

rndiana county, Jacksonville 27 2s 

Juniata county, Evendale 21 70 

r^ancaster C/Ounty, Lincoln 9 30 

Do Washington 114 08 

liOhigh county, Hokendauqua 96 72 

Luzerne countv. Bear Creek 27 90 

Do r...Buck 114 70 

Do Dunmore 711 76 

Do Lehman 148 18 

Mercer countv, Greenville, West 343 48 

Do '...Pymatuning 349 68 

Do West Middlesex borough 127 10 

M'Kean <X)unty. Liberty 169 88 

Northampton county, Moore ^ 467 48 

Do Nazareth, Lower 194 68 

Northumberland county, Milton 346 68 

Do Sunbury 664 02 

Schuylkill county, Brunswig, Mi*^ddle, (Ind.) 11 16 

Snyaer county. Union, (Ind.) 13 02 

Somerset county, Milford 194 06 

Tioga county. Shipper. 46 50 

Venanjro county, C;inal 133 30 

Wyoming county. Windham 123 38 

York county. Con ewago 295 12 



DISTRICTS 

Whose appropriation is untthheld for consideration. 

Allegheny county-, Verona borough - $71 30 

ArmHtrong county, Sugar Creek 118 42 

Beaver county, Beaver Falls 

Cambria county, Summitville borough. .- 37 82 

<'ameron county, Gibson 88 66 

Carbon county,' Ma boning 212 04 

Centre county, Farmers' Mills 
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Clarion county, New Bethlohem 60 14 

Clinton coynty, Grugan ^ 

Columbia county, Orange 143 84 

Crawford county, Hay field 31« 20 

Erie county, Millsboro .• 294 50 

Fayette county, Now Salom, (Ind.) 50 S4 

Lawrence county, Scott 1?J7 02 

Montgomery county, Dublin, Upper 300 70 

NorthumboVlandHiouiity, Oeiirhart... 73 lt> 

Do ....Riverside 

Do Shamokin township b09 72 

Do Snydertown. 

Northampton county, Moore 

Potter coil nty, Pleasant Valley 33 48 

Do West Branch 45 88 

Do Svlvania. 45 ss 

Wayne county, Paupuck 102 92 

Westmoreland county, Bolivar borough 51 4tJ 



NONACCEPTING DISTRICTS. 

Beaver county. Harmony |45 88 

Wyoming county, Overfield 72 54 

Do Washington. 121 00 



COUNTY SUPBKINTENDENTS. 
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COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS NOW IN COMMISSION. 



/ 

COUNTY. 



Adams 

Allegheny 

Armstrong 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Crawford 

C*umberland.'. 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Eik 

Erie 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin 

Pulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon 

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata 

I^ncaster 

Tjawrence 

Lebanon 

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lyooming 

M'Kean 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Montour 

Northampton 

Northumberland .. 

Perry 

Pike 

Potter 

SchuylkUl 

finyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna. 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westmoreland.. . . . 

Wyoming 

York 



NAME. 



POST OFFIOK. 



Aaron Sheely 

A. T. Douthett 

A. D. Glenn 

Martin L. Knight.... 

Henry W. Fisher 

David B. Brunner...] 

John B. Holland i 

Austin A. Keeney ...j 
Hu^rh B. Eastburn...i 

R, H. Younjr ! 

Thomas J. Chapman J 
Joseph B. Johnson...! 

R. F. Hofford ' 

R. M. Magee 

Hiram F. Pierce 

J. E. Wood 

J. A. Gregory 

Martin W. Herr 

Wm. H. Snyder 

Jas. C. Graham 

D. E. Kast 

S. D. Ingram 

James W. Baker 

Rufus Lucore 

C. C. Taylor 

Joshua V. Gibbons... 

S. F.Rohrer 

Jacob S. Smith 

H. H. Woodal 

Thomas J. Teal 

R. M. M'Neal 

Samuel Wolf 

James A. Lowry 

D. E. Kobison 

B. F. Shaub 

William N. Aiken... 

Wm. G. Lehman 

James O. Knauss 

Wm. A. Campbell ... 

Thomas F. Gahan 

W. H. Curtis 

N. W. Porter 

John M. Bell 

Jeremiah Fruttchey , 

Abel Rambo 

William Henry 

Ben. F. Raesly 

Saul Shipman 

George C. Weiker 

John Lay ton 

J. W.Allen 

Jesse Newlin 

William Noetling . .. 

Daniel W.Will 

John W. Martin 

William C. Tilden ... 

Elias Horton, Jr 

A. S. Burrows 

W. J. M'Clure 

Bvron Sutherland.... 

William G. Fee 

D. G.Allen 

Henry M. Jones. 

Thompson Bodle 

William H. Kaln 



Gettysburg 

Pittsburg 

Eddyviile 

Industry 

Bedford 

Reading 

Newry 

Towanda 

New Hope 

Coul ersville 

Ebensburg 

Emporium 

Lemghton 

Bellefonte 

Oxford 

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Salona 

Catawissa. 

Meadville 

Mechanicsburg 

Harrisburg 

Media. 

Early 

Waterford 

Brownsville 

Marionville 

Brown's Mill 

New Granada 

Rice's Landing 

Three Springs 

Indiana 

Punxsutawny 

Port Royal 

Strasburg 

New Castle 

Lebanon 

AUentown 

Shickshinny 

Montoursville 

Smethport 

Mercer 

Kishacoquillas 

Stroudsburg 

Trappe 

Pottsgrove, North' d co. 

Mount Bethel 

Sunbury 

Liverpool , 

Dingman's Ferry 

Coudersport , 

Port Carbon 

Selinsgrove 

Glade 

Dushore 

Forest Lake Centre 

Knoxville 

Mifflinburg 

Petroleum Centre 

Columbus 

Canonsburg 

Prompton 

Salem Cross Boad^s 

Tunkhannock 

York. 



l' 




No. of 




Schools. 


SALARY. 


150 


9800 00 


533 


3,000 00 


24t)\ 


1,000 00 


18:r 


1,200 00 


210 


1,000 00 


408 


1,800 00 


134 


1,000 00 


375 ' 


* 1,000 00 


254 


1,270 00 


219 


1,000 00 


189 


1,000 00 


2S 


800 00 


120 


1,200 00 


203 


1,200 00 


343 


1,500 00 


i 177i 


1,200 00 


1 158 


1,200 00 


120 


1,000 00 


179 


1,000 00 


366 


1,716 00 


217 


1,000 00 


196 


1,000 00 


90 


1,600 00 


49 


1,000 00 


30U 


1,200 00 


227i 


1,000 00 


35 


800 00 


246 


1,000 00 


69| 


800 00 


174 i 


1,000 00 


206. 


1,000 00 


239 


1,000 00 


140 


1,000 00 


102 


800 00 


52f{ 


1,700 00 


150 


1,200 00 


182 


1,200 00 


224 


1,300 00 


450 


2,000 00 


217 


1,200 00 


dO| 


1,000 00 


271 


1,500 00 


99 


800 00 


128 


1,000 00 


281 


1,200 00 


72 


$M)0 00 


213 


1,200 00 


202 


1,000 00 


169 


700 00 


52 


800 00 


144 


1,300 (X) 


383 


2, .500 00 


104 


500 00 


208^ 


850 00 


61 ! 


800 00 


27U 


1,200 00 


267i ! 


1,750 00 


84 


800 00 


219 


1, r)00 00 


17U , 


1,000 00 


284 ; 


1,000 00 


210 ! 


1,200 00 


320 ■■ 


1,500 00 


93 


500 00 


845 t 


1,200 00 
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CITY AND BOROUGH SUPERINTENDENTS. 



CTTV AND BOROUGH SUP KRINTEN DENTS NOW IN COMMISSION. 



CITY AND BOR- = 
OUGH. > 



AIlentowD.. 

Altoona 

Carbondale 

Chester 

Kaston 

Erie: 

Uarrisburg ... 

Hyde Park 

Lebanon 

Lock Haven... 

Meadyille. 

Norristown 

Pittsburg 

Pottsville 

Reading: 

Scranton 

Titwsville 

Wilkesbarre... 
Wllliaoisport. 
York 



■ • • • ■ I 



NAME. 



R. K. Buehrle 

John Miller 

Matthew G. Noary ... 

A. A. Meader ."...:. 

W. W. Cottinjfham... 

H. S. Jones 

Daniel S. Burns 

Jeremiah K. Hawker 

J. T. Nitrauer 

A. N. Raub 

iieo. W. Ha.<4kins 

Joseph K. Crotwals... 

(ieo. J. Luokey ; 

Benj. b\ Patterson.... 

Thomas Severn 

Joseph Roney 

Henry C Bosloy 

('harles J. Collins 

M. N. Horton 

Wni. U. Shelley 



POST OFFICE. 



No. of 
Schools. 



AUeutown ' 47 

Alt-oona 2.3 

<^arbondale 10 

Chester i 26 

.Easton 36 

Erie :.. 5-.i 

Harrisbiirg 50 

Hyde Park 23 

Ijebanon '. 28 

Lock Haven 16 

Meadvillo , 22 

Norristown 29 

Pittsburg 187 

Pottsville as 

Reading 112 

Scranton 47 

Titusville 13 

Wilkesbarre 28 

Williamsport 47 

York 26 



SALARY 



1,500 00 
1,000 00 
200 00 
1,500 00 
1,700 00 
2,000 00 
1,500 00 
1,500 00 
000 00 
900 00 
1,800 00 
1,200 00 
3,000 00 
1,500 00 
1, £00 00 
2,000 00 
2,500 00 
2,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,800 00 



